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Pro-Haftar forces say will maintain oil blockade
• Since January, groups 
loyal to Haftar have been 
blocking the production 
and export of oil

• Libya’s National Oil 
Corporation (NOC) had 
announced Friday the 
resumption of crude 
production and exports

AFP | Tripoli 

A blockade of Libya’s oil 
production will continue, 
forces loyal to strongman 

Khalifa Haftar have warned, de-
spite the country’s National Oil 
Corporation announcing this 
week the resumption of pro-
duction.

Libya, which sits atop Africa’s 
largest proven crude oil reserves, 
is torn between the rival powers 
of the UN-recognised Govern-
ment of National Accord (GNA) 
in Tripoli and eastern-based 
Haftar.

Since January, groups loyal 
to Haftar have been blocking 

the production and export of oil 
from the country’s most impor-
tant fields and terminals, claim-
ing they want a fair distribution 
of the oil revenues managed by 

Tripoli. “The closure of ports 
and oil fields will be maintained 
until the demands of the Libyan 
people are satisfied,” said a state-
ment published late Saturday on 

Facebook by pro-Haftar forces 
spokesman Ahmad al-Mismari.

“Only one oil tanker” is au-
thorised to load “a quantity of 
stored oil”, as agreed “with the 

international community and 
brotherly and friendly coun-
tries” that have requested it, said 
the statement without elabo-
rating.

Libya’s National Oil Corpo-
ration (NOC) had announced 
Friday the resumption of crude 
production and exports after a 
nearly six-month shutdown due 
to conflict dividing the country.

A first ship was due to start 
loading crude from the Al-Sidra 
oil port in the east of the country, 
the NOC had said.

But the state oil giant warned 
it would take time for output 
to return to previous levels be-
cause of major damage to en-
ergy infrastructure. Supported 
by Turkey, pro-GNA forces have 
scored important victories in 
recent months, regaining control 
of the northwest and driving out 
forces loyal to Haftar, who had 
launched an abortive offensive 
in April 2019 to seize Tripoli.

Haftar is backed by Egypt, 
the United Arab Emirates and 
Russia.

The NOC had invoked force 
majeure in response to the 
blockade -- a measure used in 
exceptional circumstances that 

allows it to be exonerated from 
liability in the event of non-com-
pliance with oil delivery con-
tracts.

The company said Friday that 
it had “lifted force majeure on all 
oil exports from Libya”.

Earlier this month, the NOC 
had reported talks, “supervised 
by the United Nations and the 
United States”, to allow the re-
sumption of production.

A picture taken on June 3, 2020 shows an oil refinery in Libya’s northern town of Ras Lanuf

KNOW WHAT

Oil exports are the 
source of almost 

all state revenue in 
Libya, which has been 
mired in chaos since 
the ouster and killing 
of dictator Muammar 
Gaddafi in a 2011 NA-
TO-backed uprising.

UN team to visit ‘time bomb’ tanker
• The market value of 
the oil is now estimated 
at $40 million, half what 
it was before crude 
prices crashed, although 
experts say poor quality 
could push it even lower.

AFP | Dubai 

Yemen’s Huthi militia have 
given UN inspectors the 
green light to inspect a 

decaying oil tanker abandoned 
off the coast with 1.1 million bar-
rels of crude on board which 
experts say could rupture at any 
time.

A breach of the vessel would 
have disastrous results for Red 
Sea marine life and tens of thou-
sands of impoverished people 
who depend on fishing for their 
livelihood.

The 45-year-old FSO Safer is 
anchored off the port of Hodeida 
under the control of the Iran-
backed Huthis, who have previ-
ously blocked efforts to send in-
spectors to assess its condition.

The UN Security Council will 
hold a special meeting on July 15 
to discuss the crisis, after water 
entered the vessel’s engine room 
“which could have led to disas-
ter”, UN spokesman Stephane 
Dujarric said on Friday.

Dujarric said prospects had 
been revived for an inspection 
team to conduct light repairs 
and determine the next steps, 
and a UN source said Sunday 
that the Huthis had agreed to 
the visit.

“They officially approved the 
visit of the UN assessment and 
repair team to the tanker,” the 
source said on Sunday.

Effectively a floating storage 
platform, the Safer has had vir-
tually no maintenance for five 
years since war broke out in the 
country where the Huthis have 
seized much of the north from 
the internationally recognised 
government.

The Yemen government has 

warned the Safer could explode 
and cause “the largest environ-
mental disaster regionally and 
globally”.

Top Huthi militia leader 
Mohammed Ali al-Huthi said 
on Twitter last month that the 
Huthis want guarantees the ves-
sel will be repaired and that the 
value of the oil on board is used 
to pay salaries of their employ-
ees.

The market value of the oil is 
now estimated at $40 million, 
half what it was before crude 
prices crashed, although experts 
say poor quality could push it 
even lower.

Like other economic and aid 
issues in Yemen, the plight of the 
tanker has become a bargaining 
chip, with the Huthis accused 
of using the threat of disaster 

to secure control of the value of 
the cargo.

Yemeni Prime Minister Maeen 
Abdulmalik Saeed on Thursday 
said the money for the oil should 
be spent on health and humani-
tarian projects.

‘Ticking time bomb’
Apart from corrosion to the 

ageing vessel, essential work on 
reducing explosive gases in the 
storage tanks has been neglected 
for years. Experts said the latest 
problem emerged in May with a 
leak in a cooling pipe.

“The pipe burst, sending wa-
ter into the engine room and 
creating a really dangerous sit-
uation,” said Ian Ralby, CEO of 
IR Consilium, a global maritime 
consultancy which follows the 
vessel closely.

A team from Yemen’s Safer 
Exploration and Production Op-
erations, a public oil company 
partly controlled by the Huthis, 
sent divers in to fix the leak, nar-
rowly avoiding the ship sinking, 
Ralby said.

US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo warned last week that if 
the tanker ruptures “it will dev-
astate the Red Sea ecosystem” 
and disrupt key shipping lanes.

“The Huthis must grant access 
before this ticking time bomb 
explodes,” he said.

Hodeida port is a lifeline for 
northern Yemen with 90 percent 
of all supplies coming through 
it. Any disruption would inflict 
further hardship on a country 
which is again on the brink 
of famine after long years of 
conflict. If the vessel ruptures 
“you’re going to have two ca-
tastrophes”, said Lise Grande, 
the UN’s humanitarian coordi-
nator for Yemen.

“There’s going to be an en-
vironmental catastrophe that’s 
bigger than almost any other 
similar kind ... and it’s going to 

be a humanitarian catastrophe 
because that oil will make the 
port of Hodeida unusable,” she 
said. 

Independent Yemen-based 
environmental group Holm 
Akhdar -- Arabic for “Green 
Dream” -- warned an oil spill 
could stretch out from the Red 
Sea to the Gulf of Aden and into 
the Arabian Sea.

The region’s ecology would 
need over 30 years to recover 
from an oil spillage of that size, 
it said in a recent report, adding 
that about 115 of Yemen’s Red 
Sea islands would lose their bi-
odiversity and natural habitats.

In a country where the major-
ity of people already rely on aid 
to survive, an estimated 126,000 
fishermen, including 68,000 in 
Hodeida, would lose their only 
source of income.

IR Consilium said any salvage 
operation after an oil spill would 
be greatly hampered by the coro-
navirus crisis.

“In the midst of a global 
pandemic and on the edge of 
a conflict zone, the chances of 

an early and adequate response 
are vanishingly small,” it said in 
a report.

Doug Weir, research and pol-
icy director at the UK-based 
Conflict and Environment Ob-
servatory, said that without an 
independent assessment “it is 
impossible to determine when 
an incident might occur, or its 
form and severity”.

“However the risks are clear, 
and the longer the dispute con-
tinues, the greater they become, 
and the more complex and ex-
pensive any salvage operation 
will be.”

The 45-year-old FSO Safer is anchored off the port of Hodeida under the control of the Iran-backed Huthis, who have previously blocked efforts to send inspectors to 
assess its condition

KNOW WHAT

A breach of the vessel would have 
disastrous results for Red Sea ma-
rine life and tens of thousands of 
impoverished people who depend 

on fishing for their livelihood.

Independent 
Yemen-based 
environmental 

group Holm Akh-
dar -- Arabic for 
“Green Dream” 

-- warned an 
oil spill could 

stretch out from 
the Red Sea to 

the Gulf of Aden 
and into the Ara-

bian Sea.

Yemen’s port city of Hodeida is 
controlled by the Iran-backed Huthi 
militia

Brie Larson shares stripped-back 
cover of Ariana Grande’s ‘Be Alright’
Fox | Los Angeles

Brie Larson has shared a 
stripped-back cover of part 

of Ariana Grande’s ‘Be Alright’ 
– watch it below now.

The actor shared a clip of 
her singing and playing the 
track on guitar on her Twitter 
account earlier today (July 10).

In the video, Larson sings 
the chorus to the 2016 track, 
which originally appeared on 
Grande’s ‘Dangerous Woman’ 
album, while strumming a tur-
quoise electric guitar. Watch it 
below now.

This isn’t the first time that 
Larson has covered a song by 
the pop star. Last August, the 
Captain Marvel star shared 
an acoustic version of ‘God Is 
A Woman’ on her Instagram 
page, while earlier in the year 
she posted a cover of ‘Needy’. 

She also sang ‘7 Rings’ with 
Samuel L. Jackson on James 
Corden’s Carpool Karaoke se-
ries.

The actor also revealed last 
year that “a lot of ” Marvel 
Cinematic Universe stars had 

expressed a desire to make 
an all-female en-
semble Marvel 
movie to stu-
dio boss Kevin 
Feige. “I’m not 
in charge of the 
future of Mar-
vel, but it is 
something 
that we’re 
r e a l l y 
passion-
ate about 
a n d  w e 
love  and 
I feel like 
if enough 
people out 
in the world 
talk about how 
much they want 
it ,  maybe it ’ l l 
happen,” Larson 
said.

Jennifer Lopez teases new music with Maluma
 IANS | Los Angeles

Actress-singer Jennifer 
Lopez has dropped hints 
about collaborating with 

singer Maluma on a new song.
The 50-year-old pop star hint-

ed at releasing new music when 
she posted a series of pictures 
with Maluma on Instagram, re-
ports dailymail.co.uk.

“Pase lo que pase ‘toy pa’ 
ti...Are you ready?” captioned 
Lopez, who is seen flexing her 
toned arms for the camera in 
a pale yellow bodysuit. She 
teamed up the suit with black 

leggings and a pair of bright 
white sneakers.

The ace ‘Selena’ star acces-
sorised with large hoop earrings 
and her engagement ring.

The 26-year-old recording art-
ist wore a white floral jumpsuit 
and held onto a red bandana in 
his hand. Each of them appeared 
to be holding sheet music as they 
are seen laughing together on a 
couch.

Maluma also uploaded anoth-
er picture from the collaborative 
session on his Instagram page. 
In the image, they are seen deep 
in focus. Though each of them 

teased the impending col-
laboration, neither Lopez 
or Maluma revealed the 
song’s name. But many 
fans feel that the song can 
be for the pair’s upcom-
ing romantic comedy 
film “Marry Me”.

In “Marry Me”, she 
plays a pop star who 
is left at the wedding 
altar by her famous 
rocker husband-to-be 
(essayed by Maluma). 
She goes on to marry 
a stranger (Owen Wil-
son).
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I’m not in charge of 
the future of Marvel, 

but it is something 
that we’re really 
passionate about 
and we love and I 
feel like if enough 
people out in the 

world talk about how 
much they want it, 
maybe it’ll happen

BRIE LARSON

celebs

Across
1- Bushy hairdo; 5- Upper limbs, weapons; 9- Silt deposit; 14- Jump; 15- Have a hunch; 
16- Fuming; 17- Take ___ from me; 18- Minstrel’s instrument; 19- Chad neighbor; 20- 
Ladies of Spain; 22- Hayes’s Veep; 24- Matching; 25- Crotchety; 26- Harsh; 29- Dadaist 
Max; 31- Shut; 32- “Peter Pan” pirate; 33- Faulkner’s “___ Lay Dying”; 36- Entirely; 
37- Causes to remember; 40- Mil. address; 41- Mosquito protection; 42- Push with 
the head; 43- Fiddlesticks!; 45- Sums owing; 47- Midday nap; 48- Poe maiden; 
51- Earthbound bird; 52- Pear-shaped fruit; 54- Drilling result; 58- Languishes with 
longing; 59- Inner drive; 61- Busy as ___; 62- Rock; 63- Actor Julia; 64- Tabula ___; 65- 
Bridge positions; 66- Discard; 67- Textile worker;                              

Down 
1- Melodramatic cry; 2- Celebration; 3- Drops from the sky; 4- Objects; 5- Blazing; 
6- Employ again; 7- Encountered; 8- Move sideways, killed; 9- Passenger ships; 
10- Provide bearings; 11- Specimen of genus Aquila; 12- Direct; 13- Crowd together; 
21- Less common; 23- Sharpened; 26- Examine, search; 27- Fashion mag; 28- Unit of 
potential difference; 29- Gives off; 30- 1996 Tony-winning musical; 32- Brown-bag 
stuff; 33- Contented sighs; 34- Petty quarrel, ejected saliva; 35- Caucus state; 38- 
Grew less; 39- Long-winded speech; 44- Where sailors go; 45- University lecturer; 
46- Rubs out; 47- Protect; 48- Pass into disuse; 49- Patti LuPone role; 50- Taboos; 
51- Scoundrel; 53- Yours and mine; 55- Auction site; 56- ___-majesté; 57- Regan’s dad; 
60- Fan sound;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution
Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 

Aishwarya Rai Bachchan 
and daughter Aaradhya 
test Covid-19 positive

AFP | Mumbai

Bollywood superstar Aish-
warya Rai has tested pos-

itive for the coronavirus, her 
actor husband Abhishek Bach-
chan said Sunday just a day 
after he and his father, screen 
legend Amitabh Bachchan, 
were admitted to hospital with 
the infectious disease.

Their eight-year old daugh-
ter Aaradhya was also COV-
ID-19 positive, he tweeted, 
adding that they were recov-
ering at their home in Mumbai.

“Aishwarya and Aaradhya 
have also tested COVID-19 pos-
itive. They will be self quar-
antining at home... The rest 
of the family including my 
Mother have tested negative,” 
Abhishek Bachchan tweeted.

Abhishek said he and his 
father were positive but both 
their cases were mild.

“My father and I remain in 
hospital till the doctors decide 

otherwise. Everyone please re-
main cautious and safe. Please 
follow all rules!”

Aishwarya Rai Bachchan 
took the Miss World crown 
in 1994 and made her acting 
debut in the late 1990s.

She went on to become one 
of the most famous Bollywood 
faces abroad as well as in In-
dia and has been a regular on 
the red carpet at the Cannes 
Film Festival. She married 
Abhishek Bachchan in 
2007.

The elder Bach-
chan, 77 -- idolised 
in India and affec-
tionately known as 
“Big B” -- has a more 
than four-decade-long ca-
reer in the film industry.

He was voted “actor of the 
millennium” in a BBC online 
poll in 1999 and became the 
first Indian actor to gain a 
lookalike at London’s Mad-
ame Tussauds waxworks 
museum.

Aishwarya Rai Bachchan and daughter Aaradhya

Jennifer Lopez had 
made a surprise 

appearance during 
Maluma‘s concert in 

New York City back in 
October

KNOW WHAT

Lindsay 
Lohan, 

sister to be 
maids of 

honour at 
mother’s 
wedding

IANS | Los Angeles

Actress Lindsay Lohan and her sister Ali 
will serve as maids of honour at their 

mother Dina Lohan’s wedding with her fiance 
Jesse Nadler.

Dina’s two sons, Michael, 32, and Cody, 24, 
will walk her down the aisle when she marries 

Nadler, who she has yet to meet in-person, reports 
aceshowbiz.com.

Talking about her marriage plans, Dina told The 
OG MAMA D!” podcast co-host Chanel Omari: ‘’I am 
going to go off the grid.”

“Lindsay and Ali are going to be my maid of 
honours because they’re both angels and both my 

boys are going to walk me down the aisle togeth-
er. They’ve both been there and (my children) 

are such amazing men and so kind to their 
women. I can’t even make it up,” she added.

Rachel Bilson and 
Bill Hader split: 
reports
Fox | Los Angeles

Bill Hader and Rachel 
Bilson have called it 

quits, according to multi-
ple reports.

According to People 
magazine, citing sources, 
the pair has split amicably. 
Meanwhile, an insider told 
E! News that the “Hart of 
Dixie” actress, 38, is “abso-
lutely devastated.”

Reps for Hader did not 
immediately respond to 
Fox News’ request for com-
ment. A rep for Bilson could 
not be reached.

In January, the couple 
made their relationship 
red carpet official, stepping 
out at the Golden 
Globe Awards 
together af-
ter previous-
ly sparking 
r o m a n c e 
rumors just 
before Christ-
mas.

T h e  t w o 
H o l l y w o o d 
stars had the In-
ternet buzzing 
after they were 
seen grabbing 
coffee in Had-
er’s hometown 
of Tulsa, Okla., 
in December.

Rebel Wilson 
reveals ‘dirty’ secret 
to weight loss
IANS | Sydney

Actress Rebel Wilson has 
been inspiring many 

with her weight loss journey 
over the past six months. 
Now she has revealed how 
she got “just in the dirt” to 
get in shape.

The 40-year-old Austral-
ian actress has been show-
casing her changing figure 
after hours of dedicated 
workouts, and now she has 
opened up about some of 
her workout secrets, reports 
mirror.co.uk.

She said: “Obviously a lot 
of the TV shows and movies 
got shut down, so what I 
was going to do has been 
delayed so I’m just getting 
ripped. I’m exercising every  
day.”

Rachel Bilson

Lindsay Lohan

Brie Larson

Jennifer 
Lopez


