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Israeli air strike kills 45 Palestinians in Gaza13
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Focus on economy, tourism, labour and telecommunications plan

The Deputy King, His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, chaired the 466th Government Executive Committee meeting. The implementation of the Economic Recovery Plan’s 2022-2026 
tourism sector strategy, labour market regulations development, and the sixth National Telecommunications Plan were reviewed.
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D i g i t a l  c o s m o s  j o u r n e y

Visitors are seen during the new digital exhibition ‘Destination Cosmos - An Infinite Journey’ at the former gas plant 
Phoenix West in Dortmund, western Germany yesterday. In 2023, production company Culturespaces created an 
immersive art centre at the Phoenix Halle, a former gas treating plant, part of the famous Phoenix West blast furnace. 
The exhibition is open to the public until January 5, 2024. (AFP)

45 die, dozens hurt 
in Israeli air strike
Gaza humanitarian crisis worsens: No electricity, no water, no food, and no hope

• Israel’s ultimatum: 
Release hostages 
in exchange for 
basic necessities 
for Palestinians 

Agencies

An Israeli air strike yes-
terday afternoon in the 
Jabaliya refugee camp 

collapsed a residential building 
on families sheltering inside, 
killing at least 45 people, Gaza’s 
Interior Ministry said.

At least 23 of the dead were 
under the age of 18, including a 
month-old child, according to a 
list of the casualties.

Ministry spokesman Eyad Bo-

zum said dozens were wounded 
and the death toll was likely to 
rise as rescue workers were still 
pulling bodies from the rubble.

The humanitarian crisis in 
Gaza, where around 2.3 million 
people reside, further deepened 
yesterday, with food and water 
running out and Israel taking 
the stance that it will not restore 
electricity, water, or food supply 
to the Palestinian exclave with-
out the release of hostages al-
legedly held by Hamas activists.

By noon, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) said the humanitarian 
situation in Gaza will become 
unmanageable very quickly. By 
yesterday morning, hospitals in 
Gaza stopped providing care to 
all but emergency cases, faced 
with the lack of electricity and 

supplies.
Rafah, Gaza’s border cross-

ing point with Egypt, remains 
closed, thereby making replen-
ishment of fuel to run generators 
impossible. Hamas health minis-
try said yesterday afternoon that 
the death toll has risen to 1,354, 
as dozens were killed following 
a massive Israeli bombardment 
and over 6,000 have suffered 
injuries.

Yesterday morning, HRH 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister of 
Saudi Arabia, spoke to Iran Pres-
ident Ebrahim Raisi by phone 
about the Israel-Palestine con-
flict, AFP said quoting Saudi 
state media.

(Detailed coverage on World 
page).A fireball erupts from an Israeli airstrike in Gaza City yesterday. (AFP)

NASA probe set to journey 
to ‘metal-rich asteroid’
AFP | Washington

It’s a world like no other: 
a metal-rich asteroid that 

could be the remnants of a 
small planet, or perhaps an 
entirely new type of celestial 
body unknown to science.

A NASA probe is set to blast 
off today bound for Psyche, 
an object 2.2 billion miles (3.5 
billion kilometres) away that 
could offer clues about the in-
terior of planets like Earth.

“We’ve visited either in 
person or robotically worlds 
made of rock, worlds made of 
ice and worlds made of gas... 

but this will be our first time 
visiting a world that has a 
metal surface,” lead scientist 
Lindy Elkins-Tanton told re-
porters during a briefing this  
week.

NASA and SpaceX are target-
ing Friday at 10:19 am Eastern 
Time (1419 GMT) for launch 
from Kennedy Space Center, 
aboard a SpaceX Falcon Heavy 
rocket, with a backup window 
on Saturday if weather condi-
tions are unfavorable.

The van-sized probe should 
arrive at its destination in the 
Asteroid Belt, between Mars 
and Jupiter, in July 2029.

Ukraine Soviet-era 
famine a ‘genocide’: 
Council of Europe
AFP | Kyiv

The Parliamentary As-
sembly of the Council 

of Europe yesterday recog-
nised the 1930s starvation 
of millions in Ukraine under 
Soviet leader Joseph Stalin 
a “genocide”.

The  tex t  was  voted 
through almost unanimously 
with 73 votes in favour and 
one against at the meeting in 
Strasbourg, which followed a 
similar resolution approved 
by the European Parliament 
in December last year.

The 1932-33 “Holodo-
mor” - Ukrainian for “death 
by starvation” - is regarded 
by Kyiv as a deliberate act of 
genocide by Stalin’s regime 
with the intention of wiping 
out the peasantry.

House Republicans 
struggle to muster 
support for nominee
AFP | Washington

The Republican nominee 
to lead the US House of 

Representatives struggled 
yesterday to find enough 
support to win a vote of the 
full chamber, underlining 
the mountain he will have 
to climb to unite the deeply 
fractured party.

H o u s e  R e p u b l i c a n s 
picked Majority Leader Ste-
ve Scalise as their replace-
ment for ousted speaker 
Kevin McCarthy in a secret 
ballot on Wednesday - but 
only by a narrow margin of 
113-99 over hardline rival 
Jim Jordan.

With just a little over half 
of Republicans supporting 
Scalise, the party’s hopes 
for a moment of unity dis-
solved into more chaos and 
infighting, nine days after 
McCarthy’s unprecedented 
removal in a mutiny by right 
wing lawmakers.

UK economy 
rebounds
AFP | London

Britain’s economic output 
rebounded in August, 

powered by the services 
sector, official data showed 
yesterday.

Gross domestic product 
grew 0.2 percent compared 
with a contraction of 0.6 
percent in July, the Office 
for National Statistics said 
in a statement.
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Field Marshal Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, Bahrain Defence Force 
Commander-in-Chief, paid an inspection visit to a BDF unit. The commander-
in-chief was briefed on the unit’s military preparedness, as well as its 
workflow. Field Marshal Shaikh Khalifa said that the BDF continues the 
military development at various levels thanks to the constant care of His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, the Supreme Commander, and the 
follow up of His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown 
Prince, Deputy Supreme Commander, and Prime Minister.

General Shaikh Rashid bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, the Interior Minister, received 
the Director-General of Verdict Enforcement and Alternative Sentencing, 
Shaikh Khalid bin Rashid Al Khalifa. The minister affirmed that the reform 
approach of the alternative sentencing and the open prisons programmes 
were supported by His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, commending 
the ongoing support of the government headed by HRH the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister for these initiatives. General Shaikh Rashid appreciated the 
professionalism and high performance of the directorate’s affiliates, noting 
that the graduation of the first batch of the open prisons programme was a 
success story that made the alternative sanctions project a reformation and 
rehabilitation an exemplary model in human rights and community service.

Dr. Mohammed bin Mubarak Bin Daina, Minister of Oil and Environment and 
Special Envoy for Climate Affairs, received Alastair Long, UK Ambassador to 
Bahrain. The meeting discussed enhancing investment opportunities in the 
oil and environmental sectors. Dr. Bin Daina affirmed Bahrain’s keenness to 
strengthen cooperation with various countries to consolidate and develop 
strategic partnerships in various fields, especially in the oil and environmental 
sectors. Ambassador Long commended Bahrain’s achievements in the oil and 
environmental sectors, wishing the Kingdom success within the framework of 
its comprehensive development process.

BDF unit inspection

Praise for royal support

Investment opportunities

HM King, HRH Prince Salman receive cables of thanks
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa and His Roy-

al Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, re-
ceived cables of thanks from 
Chinese President Xi Jinping, 
in reply to their congratulations 
on his country’s National Day.

HRH the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister received a sim-
ilar cable from the Premier of 
the State Council of China, HE 
Li Qiang.

HM the King and HRH Prince 
Salman received cables of thanks 

from His Majesty King Moham-
med VI of Morocco, in reply to 

their condolences over the vic-
tims of the earthquake. 

HM King Mohammed ex-
pressed his appreciation to 

HM King Hamad and HRH the 
Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister for their sincere feelings 

and prayers, wishing Bahrain 
and its people further security 
and prosperity.

His Majesty received a cable 
of thanks from President Kim 
Jong Un of North Korea, in re-
ply to HM’s congratulations on 
North Korean National Day.

His Royal Highness received 
a cable of thanks from the Pres-
ident of the Republic of Arme-
nia, HE Vahagn Khachaturyan, 
in response to HRH’s cable of 
congratulations on Armenia’s 
Independence Day.

HRH Prince Salman received 
a similar cable from the Prime 
Minister, HE Nikol Pashinyan.

HRH Prince SalmanHM the King Chinese President Morocco King

HRH Deputy King restructures 
Labour Fund board of directors

TDT | Manama

The Deputy King, His Roy-
al Highness Prince Sal-
man bin Hamad Al Khal-

ifa, yesterday issued Decree (94) 

of 2023, restructuring the Board 
of Directors of the Labour Fund, 
based on a proposal by the Prime 
Minister, and following the ap-
proval of the Cabinet.

The decree stipulates the fol-

lowing:
Article (I)
The Board of Directors of the 

Labour Fund shall be restructured 
under the chairmanship of His 
Highness Shaikh Isa bin Salman 

bin Hamad Al Khalifa, and the 
membership of: HE Hamad bin 
Faisal Al Malki, HE Nour bint Ali 
Al Khulaif, Waleed Ibrahim Ka-
noo, Bassem Mohammad Al Saei, 
Mohammad Farouq Al Moayyad, 

Dr. Youssef Yaqoub Al Mas, 
Yaqoub Youssef Muhammad, and 
Hassan Abdullah Al Halwaji.

The term of their member-
ship in the Council shall be four 
years.

Article (II)
The Prime Minister shall im-

plement the provisions of this 
decree, which takes immediate 
effect and will be published in 
the Official Gazette.

MP Al Dhaen congratulates His Highness 
Shaikh Isa bin Salman on new position
TDT | Manama

MP Dr. Maryam Al Dhaen has 
congratulated His High-

ness Shaikh Isa bin Salman on 
his appointment as the Presi-
dent of the Board of Directors 
of the Fund for Action to Em-
power.

The appointment marks a 
new era of empowerment for 
Bahrainis, prioritising citizens 
and providing them with sup-
port and opportunities in the 
labour market.

Dr. Al Dhaen believes that 
the appointment of His High-
ness has brought about a sense 
of optimism among the citi-
zens of Bahrain, as it signals 
the start of a new era that aims 
to fulfil their aspirations and  

empower them.

Empowering Bahrainis

The Fund will now actively 
work towards supporting and 
empowering Bahrainis in the 
labour market.

Under His Highness’ chair-
manship, the Fund will be able 
to contribute significantly to 
the betterment of Bahraini so-
ciety by providing the necessary 
support and opportunities in the 
labour market.

Furthermore, Dr. Al Dhaen 
expressed her optimism that 
the Fund for Action will now 
focus its support on Bahrainis, 
rather than foreigners who have 
exploited the Fund for personal 
gain. It is time to redirect the re-

sources of the Fund towards the 
citizens and help them thrive in 
the labour market. She placed 
her full confidence in His High-
ness’ ability to address any ir-
regularities or abuses that have 
affected the Fund in the past.

This includes filling any 
gaps or deficiencies that have 
occurred over the years and 
steering the Fund back on track 
to achieve the best national 
achievements possible. This 
appointment marks a turning 
point for the Fund for Action to 
Empower, signalling a new era 
of empowerment for Bahrainis. 

Dr. Al Dhaen believes that un-
der His Highness’ chairman-
ship, the Fund will be able to 
contribute significantly to the 
betterment of Bahraini society 
by providing the necessary sup-
port and opportunities in the 
labour market. This appoint-
ment signifies a commitment 
to prioritise the citizens and en-
sure that they have the tools and 
resources needed to succeed.

MP Dr. Maryam Al Dhaen

Bahrain, Kazakhstan hold talks on tolerance and coexistence
Astana | Kazakhstan

Dr. Shaikh Abdulla bin Ahmed 
Al Khalifa, the Chairman 

of the Board of Trustees of the 
King Hamad Global Centre for 
Peaceful Coexistence, held a 
meeting with Sarsenbayev Bu-
lat Sergazievich, Chairman of 
the N. Nazarbayev Centre for 
Development of Interfaith and 
Intercivilisation Dialogue, on the 
sidelines of the 21st Session of 
the Secretariat of the Congress of 
Leaders of World and Tradition-
al Religions, held here.

Dr. Shaikh Abdulla bin Ahmed 
affirmed the depth of the Bah-
raini-Kazakh relations, indicating 
that both countries are keen to 
promote the values and principles 
of tolerance and coexistence in the 
world, and to provide room for di-
alogue and rapprochement among 
various religions and cultures.

He underlined the impor-

tance of developing construc-
tive cooperation between the 
King Hamad Global Centre for 
Peaceful Coexistence and the N. 
Nazarbayev Centre for Develop-
ment of Interfaith and Interciv-
ilization Dialogue.

This will achieve the goals of 
the Declaration of the Kingdom 
of Bahrain and the Congress 
of Leaders of World and Tra-
ditional Religions, as well as 
establish cognitive integration, 
and religious tolerance, in ad-

dition to spreading intellectual 
enlightenment, in a way that 
contributes to supporting global 
peace and security, and achiev-
ing growth and prosperity for 
all, he said.

The Board of Trustees Chair-
man of the King Hamad Global 
Centre for Peaceful Coexist-
ence stressed the need to co-
ordinate joint efforts related 
to increasing awareness of rap-
prochement, respecting cultural 
differences and diversity, instill-

ing spiritual and moral values 
among young people, as well 
as combating misconceptions 
and ideas, especially the issue 
of Islamophobia, in addition to 
taking the necessary measures 
to confront intolerance, racism 
and hatred.

Dr. Shaikh Abdulla bin Ahmed 
highlighted the positive role 
played by the King Hamad Glob-
al Centre for Peaceful Coexist-
ence, as a global institution for 
defending human values without 
discrimination, and demonstrat-
ing the essence of the principles 
of moderation and human fra-
ternity, noting that the centre re-
flects His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa’s enlightened 
vision regarding the protection 
of religious freedoms and the 
dissemination of the values of 
tolerance and moderation, to-
wards a more peaceful, secure 
and prosperous world.

Dr. Shaikh Abdulla bin Ahmed with Sergazievich
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A grand tribute to 
three theatre icons

Bahrain festival to honour Khalifa Aloraifi, Abdullah Al-Saadawi and Abdulla 
Yousif next month

• A fitting way to 
recognise the artistes’ 
significant contributions 
and achievements 

Mahir Haneef
TDT| Manama

Three stalwarts of Bah-
rain’s theatre industry 
will be honoured in the 

upcoming Bahrain Theatre Fes-
tival early next month.

The announcement was made 
by Abdullah Malik, President 
of Bahrain Theatres Union and 
Chairman of the Supreme Com-
mittee, while confirming the 
launch of the second edition of 
the annual festival.

Khalifa Aloraifi, Abdullah 
Al-Saadawi and Abdulla Yousif, 
being the three major artistes 
in Bahrain, will be honoured at 
the festival for their contribu-
tions and achievements in the 
Bahraini theatre industry, the 
president of the union said.

Bahraini actor, director, and 
author Khalifa Aloraifi is con-
sidered one of the pioneers of 
the theatrical movement in the 
Kingdom. His pivotal role re-
sulted in the establishment of 
many cultural institutions such 
as the Family of Writers, Awal 
Theatre, and the National Cul-
tural Forum. He also wrote short 
stories and novels, in addition to 
plays and television series, and 
directed many programmes.

Abdullah Al-Saadawi is a 
Bahraini actor whose notable 
theatrical works include “Hos-
tages,” “The Two Friends,” “The 
Bottom,” and “Men of the Sea.” 
‘Scorial’, which was produced 
along with Al Sawari Theatre, 
won praise from the jury in the 
1993 Cairo International Fes-
tival for Experimental Thea-
tre. His play ‘The Gag’ won the 
Award for Best Direction in the 

international category the next 
year at the Cairo International 
Festival. He then went on to 
scoop awards for his plays ‘The 
Communion’ in 1996 and ‘The 
Innocent Child’ in 1998. Short-
ly after, he presented ‘The Ca-
tastrophe’ and followed it with 
three short plays in the next 
three years named ‘My Fantastic 
Son’, ‘Por Treh’, and ‘Life is Not 
Serious’. Abdullah Al-Saadawi 
continues to play an active role 
in the theatre industry.

A visual and theatrical artist 
and television director, Abdul-
la Yousif has many theatrical 
works to his credit, includ-
ing the plays ‘Al-Baraha’, Bint 
Al-Nukhatha, and ‘Faces’. These 
plays were based on the works 
of Bahraini poet Qasim Haddad. 
Abdulla Yousif’s dramatic works 
include ‘The Cart’, ‘Salt and 
Ashes’, and ‘Bin Aql’. Through 
his works, he tried to document 
the reality of life and coupled it 
with strong portrayals based on 
his imagination that resulted 
in works showing modern and 
contemporary life. Being one 
of the distinguished plastic art-
ists in Bahrain, he has a special 
visual artistic glimpse at the life 
around him that formed the ba-
sis of his theatrical and dramatic 
works. Many of his artworks are 
featured at the Bahrain Nation-
al Museum and in many ele-
gant airports and elegant places 
around the world.

Being the masters of drama, 
the responses of the stalwarts to 
the decision to honour them at 
the festival was equally dramat-
ic and reflected the artistic pain 
and suffering of a generation of 
artistes.

Abdullah Al-Saadawi asked, 
“Does an artist need to die for 
people to know him?” Khalifa 
Aloraifi said, “Life is a set of 
puzzles whose answers I am 
searching for.”

Abdulla Yousif stated, “The 

Gulf countries did not witness 
a real relationship between 
the literary and artistic move-
ments.”

The theatre festival in which 
the artistes will be honoured 
will be held from November 4th 
to 10th at Bahrain Cultural Hall 
in Manama. The festival will be 
named after the late Dr. Ibrahim 
Ghuloom in appreciation of his 
prominent role in enriching the 
theatrical movement in the re-
gion, officials said.

At the festival, Awal Theatre 
will present ‘Bodies and Col-
ours’, Al-Sawari Theater will 
feature ‘A Redundant Child’, 
Gilgamesh Theatre will stage 
‘The Silence of Ishtar’, Alreef 
Theatre will perform ‘On the 
Other Bank’, and Al Bayader 
Theatre will render ‘Whispers’.

Held under the auspices of 
Bahrain Authority for Culture 
and Antiquities (BACA) and in 
cooperation with the Arab The-
atre Institute, the festival will 
see participation from all five 
local theatre groups.

The jury committee includes 
Dr. Sameh Mahran from Egypt 
as the president and five Bah-
raini judges from different 
theatre groups, along with the 
president of the training and 
development committee.

The festival will also include 
a seminar about theatre and its 
impact on the culture, revealed 
the officials.

Abdullah Malik Khalifa Aloraifi Abdulla Yousif

Abdullah Malik and other officials at the press meet

KNOW WHAT

The theatre festival in 
which the artistes will 

be honoured will be held 
from November 4th to 

10th at Bahrain Cultural 
Hall in Manama. The 

festival will be named 
after the late Dr. Ibrahim 
Ghuloom in appreciation 
of his prominent role in 
enriching the theatrical 
movement in the region.

Three Africans 
arrested over 
counterfeit 
currency scam
TDT | Manama

The General Directorate 
of Criminal Investigation 

and Forensic Science has suc-
cessfully apprehended three 
individuals of African nation-
ality who were engaged in 
fraudulent activities. 

They were falsely claiming 
to possess millions of counter-
feit dollars and were attempt-
ing to sell them at half their 
purported value. Following 
received information about 
the activities of these three 
individuals, an investigation 
was launched, leading to the 
identification and subsequent 
arrest of the suspects. 

They were caught red-hand-
ed while in the act of selling 
counterfeit currency. Upon 
their apprehension, author-

ities discovered significant 
amounts of cash and tools used 
in the production of counter-
feit notes in their possession.  

The General Directorate of 
Criminal Investigation and 
Forensic Science stated that 
necessary legal measures are 
being taken in preparation for 
referring the apprehended in-
dividuals to public prosecution 
for further action.

Image used for illustrative purposes 
only

Employee faces 
trial for alleged 
salary fraud scheme
TDT | Manama

An employee of a private 
company is facing trial 

for allegedly obtaining an un-
authorised salary increase by 
exploiting the firm’s electronic 
payroll system. 

The individual reportedly 
snatched a coworker’s pass-
word to illegally access the 
system of the company. Ac-
cording to a police report, the 
employee used the credentials 
to inflate his salary without 
proper approval.

Investigators revealed that 
the scheme was uncovered 
when the company’s IT man-
ager noticed discrepancies in 
payroll records and flagged 
suspicious transactions. The 

matter was referred to the 
Electronic Crimes Depart-
ment, which conducted a fo-
rensic audit of the system and 
provided detailed evidence to 
prosecutors.

The Public Prosecution has 
now brought charges against 
the individual based on the 
findings of the audit and wit-
ness statements. The case will 
be heard in the Third Minor 
Criminal Court later this 
month.

US Congress delegation 
pays visit to Salman City

TDT | Manama

A delegation of employees 
from the US House of Rep-

resentatives and the Senate 
toured Salman City.

The delegation was in-
troduced to the city’s urban 
renaissance and witnessed 
the exemplary housing units 
and infrastructure services 
it offers. An informative vid-
eo showcased the housing 
achievements made possible 
by the comprehensive devel-

opment process led by His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa.

During the visit, the delega-
tion learned about the signif-
icant milestones in Bahrain’s 
housing journey over the past 
60 years, including meeting 
the housing needs of thou-
sands of Bahraini families and 
the provision of 40,000 hous-
ing units through the royal 
directives of His Majesty the 
King. The majority of these 
units are part of residential 
city projects.

US Congress visitors are briefed about Salman City’s housing units and 
infrastructure services 

Training course on dark web investigation successfully ends
TDT | Manama

The Training Directorate and 
the Joint Counterterrorism 

Centre have concluded a train-
ing on dark web investigation.

Held in coordination with 
the United States Embassy, the 
training covered the Interior 
Ministry’s affiliates. 

The Director-General of An-
ti-Corruption and Economic 

and Electronic Security, Briga-
dier Bassam Al Miraj, asserted 
the importance of the training to 

enhance the participants’ skills to 
reach websites on the dark web 
that terrorists use on the inter-

net. He continued that the course 
was an opportunity to learn new 
investigation capabilities. 

Brigadier Bassam Al Miraj with event organisers and participants

Abdullah Al-Saadawi
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Bahrain Defense Force (BDF) concluded yesterday the joint exercise “Kingdom Security 9” 
carried out by the Royal Bahrain Naval Force and the Coast Guard Command at the Ministry of 
Interior. The exercise conducted a set of naval operations and tactical maneuvers and applied 
joint field training on direct response mechanisms, aimed at consolidating cooperation and 
coordination to counter piracy and smuggling and secure maritime navigation in regional waters.

Nawaf bin Mohammed Al Maawda, Minister of Justice, Islamic Affairs and 
Endowments, participated in the 33rd meeting of the Ministers of Justice 
of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries. The meeting reviewed the 
draft agreement on the extradition of accused persons in the GCC countries, 
and the project to develop the agreement on the enforcement of judgments, 
judicial cooperation and service in the GCC countries. They discussed Oman’s 
initiative to enhance judicial integration among the GCC countries. The 
ministers issued several recommendations to be submitted to the Supreme 
Council in its next session.

The Labour Market Regulatory 
Authority (LMRA) announced 
the implementation of three 
inspection campaigns, which 
resulted in monitoring a 
number of violations related 
to the provisions of a number 
of regulating laws, especially 
the Labour Market Regulatory 
Authority Law and the Residency 
Law in Bahrain. The authority 
continues to intensify joint 
efforts to activate regulatory 
tools to address illegal practices 
in the labour market, to ensure 
its fairness and stability, and 
enhance its productivity. The 
LMRA noted that legal measures 
were taken regarding the 
observed violations.

For cleaner environment 
and healthy community

Capital Governorate organises coastal clean-up campaign in Seef District

• Event celebrates 
Urban Month, 1,200 
volunteers take part

TDT | Manama

The Capital Governorate 
organised a successful 
campaign in the Seef 

District to clean the coasts in 
celebration of the United Na-
tions Human Settlements Pro-
gramme’s Urban Month.

More than 1 ,200 volun-
teers participated in the event, 

highlighting the governorate’s 
commitment to preserving the 
environment and promoting a 

healthy society.
The campaign aimed to raise 

awareness about the importance 

of cleanliness and community 
partnership in maintaining the 
coasts. Volunteers diligently 
worked to remove waste and 
collect plastic materials for re-
cycling.

Dedication

Mr. Youssef Yacoub Lori, Di-
rector of the Information and 
Follow-up Department in the 
Capital Governorate, stressed 
the governorate’s dedication 
to using global days and events 

to promote environmental 
preservation and community  
health.

The campaign aimed to fos-
ter community partnership and 
improve coastal cleanliness by 
removing waste and collecting 
plastic materials for recycling.

Dr. Fernanda Lonardone, 
Head of the United Nations 
Human Settlements Program 
in Bahrain, commended the 
community’s dedication to pro-
tecting the environment for a 
sustainable future.

Participants in the eco-friendly activity

Bahrain takes 
part in Russian 
energy forum
Moscow

Faihan Mohammed Al 
Faihani, Acting Under-

secretary of the Ministry of 
Oil, and Ahmed Abdulrah-
man Al Saati, Bahrain’s Am-
bassador to Moscow, partic-
ipated in the sixth session 
of the International Forum 
(Russian Energy Week), 
held in Moscow, Russia.

The theme of this year’s 
forum is (The New Reality 
of Global Energy: Building 
the Future). The forum in-
cluded multiple activities, 
including workshops, lec-
tures, and dialogue sessions.

Senior officials from Rus-
sia, foreign and Arab coun-
tries, heads of international 
energy companies and or-
ganisations, and experts rep-
resenting many Russian and 
international companies, 
participated in the forum.

They highlighted topics 
related to sustainable devel-
opment, the development of 
the fuel and energy industry, 
and digital transformation in 
the oil sector. The forum dis-
cussed the main challenges 
facing the energy sector such 
as development problems, 
and global energy develop-
ment prospects programs.

The forum also discussed 
issues related to energy 
transition, climate protec-
tion, digital transformation 
of the energy industry, and 
training of cadres.

First Bahrain Psychiatry Conference held
TDT | Manama

Lieutenant General Dr. Shai-
kh Mohammed bin Abdul-

lah Al Khalifa, Chairman of 
the Supreme Council of Health 
(SCH), inaugurated the First 
Bahrain Psychiatry Conference. 

Dr. Jalila bint Sayed Jawad 
Hassan, Health Minister, Shai-
kh Hisham bin Abdulaziz Al 
Khalifa, Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees of Governmen-
tal Hospitals, and Dr. Ahmed 
Mohammed Al Ansari, CEO of 
Government Hospitals, were  
present.

He highlighted that organ-
ising this event embodied the 

Kingdom’s distinguished po-
sition in hosting leading med-
ical conferences to exchange 

expertise.
Twenty-eight speakers from 

the GCC and Egypt participated 

in the conference, and over 30 
research papers on psychiatry 
were presented.

Dr. Shaikh Mohammed bin Abdullah with Dr. Jalila and Dr. Al Ansar

Caring for older persons

TDT | Manama

The Public Security Presi-
dency, in cooperation with 

the General Directorate of Hu-
man Resources, has marked 
the International Day for Older 

Persons at the General Directo-
rate for Women Police. 

Assistant Chief of Public Se-
curity for Community Affairs, 
Col. Ammar Al Sayed, asserted 
the importance of appreciating 
the elderly by providing initia-

tives to serve and provide them 
with their requirements.

The ceremony included se-
curity and health lectures and a 
film on the role of the Commu-
nity Police in promoting com-
munity partnership.

Col. Ammar Al Sayed, with participants at the event

GCC justice meeting

‘Kingdom Security 9’ exercise

Inspection campaigns
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Bahrain Chamber to join efforts to encourage Bahraini-Ethiopian trade relations
TDT | Manama

Chairman of the Bahrain Chamber, 
Sameer Nass, met with the Consul 

General of Ethiopia to Bahrain Ambassa-
dor, Shiferaw Geneti, on Wednesday at the 
Bahrain Chamber Headquarters.

The meeting, held in the presence of 
Bahrain Chamber’s Board Member, Prof. 
Waheeb Alkhaja, emphasized the strong 
ties between Bahrain and Ethiopia, particu-
larly in the economic sector.

During the meeting, Nass commend-
ed the robust Bahraini-Ethiopian re-
lations across various domains and 
praised Ethiopia’s dynamic and growing  
economy. 

He put forth a proposal to facilitate busi-
ness-to-business (B2B) meetings between 
Bahraini and Ethiopian entrepreneurs, 
with the goal of enhancing and expanding 

the business connections between the two 
nations.

Geneti expressed his gratitude for the 
warm welcome and acknowledged the al-
ready-existing business relations between 
Bahrain and Ethiopia. 

He urged both sides to further enrich 

and strengthen these ties, making full use 
of Ethiopia’s diverse resources.

The Ambassador encouraged Bahraini 
businessmen to consider investments in 
Ethiopia’s food sector, highlighting its po-
tential for mutual benefit between the two 
countries. 

Musk’s X rebuffs disinfo claims on Israel violence
AFP | Washington

Elon Musk’s social media 
platform X has defended 

itself against claims from the 
European Union that it is failing 
to tackle disinformation around 
the violence in Israel and  
Gaza.

The firm’s CEO Linda Yacca-
rino wrote that the platform 
had “taken action to remove 
or label tens of thousands of 
pieces of content” and removed 

hundreds of accounts linked to 
Hamas, which attacked Israel 
on Saturday.

She addressed the letter dat-
ed Wednesday to EU internal 
market commissioner Thi-
erry Breton, who had traded 
barbs with Musk on social me-
dia on Tuesday after accusing 
the platform of allowing “vio-
lent and terrorist content” to  
circulate.

Tesla and SpaceX boss Musk 
bought the platform, then 

known as Twitter, for $44 bil-
lion last year and sparked wide-
spread alarm by gutting its staff, 
including content moderators, 
in a bid to save money.

Breton, the EU’s self-styled 
“digital enforcer”, demand-
ed on Tuesday that Musk 
and Mark Zuckerberg, whose 
Meta group includes Face-
book and Instagram, pro-
vide details of how they were 
tackling “illegal content and  
disinformation”.

BisB organises Commutation Finance 
event at Budaiya Financial Mall

TDT | Manama

Bahrain Islamic Bank (BisB), 
the leading provider of Is-

lamic digital banking services 
in the Kingdom of Bahrain, 
signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding with the Social 
Insurance Organisation (SIO) 
to provide Sharia-compliant 
commutation services starting 
October 2023.

The signing ceremony re-
cently took place at the SIO 
headquarters in the presence 
of Yaser Alsharifi, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of BisB, and 
Eman Al-Murbati, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of the Social 
Insurance Organization.

In collaboration with the 
SIO, the Bank will be hosting 
an event focusing on its com-
mutation finance services, set 
to take place today and tomor-
row from 10 am to 6 pm at the 
Bank’s Financial Mall in Bu-
daiya. 

The event will focus on of-
fering facilitated, Sharia-com-

pliant commutation solutions 
from under one roof. 

The initiative also aims to 
provide customers with con-
venient, streamlined services 
and to answer all their ques-
tions regarding the commuta-
tion offering.

Yaser Alsharifi, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer at BisB, said: 
“We are pleased to be the first 
bank to partner with the So-
cial Insurance Organization 
to launch commutation ser-
vices for insured customers 
and pensioners. We are also 
delighted to be the first bank 
to organize this event with the 
SIO as we hope to better serve 
our citizens and offer excep-
tional, seamless services.”

Eman Al-Murbati, Chief 
Executive Officer of the SIO, 
expressed her pleasure to be-
gin collaborating with Islamic 
banks to deliver Sharia-com-
pliant services for retirees in 
line with the terms and con-
ditions displayed in insurance 
laws and amendments. 

Egg shortage leaves supermarket 
shelves empty in South Africa
AFP | Johannesburg

Supermarket retailers in 
South Africa said they were 

grappling with an egg shortage 
triggered by a major bird flu 
outbreak that has seen shelves 
going empty across the coun-

try in recent weeks.
Grocery store chains said 

they have been forced to hike 
prices and ration eggs, as pro-
ducers contend with the dis-
ease, which has caused the loss 
of millions of chickens since 
April

Bahrain Chamber, Algerian 
Ambassador discuss 
bilateral business ties

TDT | Manama

The Chairman of the Bah-
rain Chamber, Sameer 

Nass, and the Ambassador 
of Algeria to the Kingdom of 
Bahrain, Dr. Mahmoud Bra-
ham, met on Wednesday at 
the Chamber’s headquarters 
to discuss bilateral business 
relations between Bahrain and 
Algeria.

During the discussion, spe-
cific sectors such as industry, 
mining, food processing, bank-
ing, and tourism were identi-
fied as areas with significant 
potential for collaboration. 

The importance of facili-

tating the exchange of busi-
ness delegations and organ-
ising joint business events to 
strengthen relationships and 
promote mutual investments 
was emphasized.

The meeting also highlight-
ed Algeria’s new investment 
law, enacted in 2022, which 
offers promising opportunities 
for investors looking to access 
Algeria’s thriving market.

T h e  C h a m b e r ’s  F i r s t 
Vice-Chairman Khalid Najibi, 
Bureau members Bassim Al 
Saie and Ahmed Al Saloom, 
board member Prof Waheeb 
Al Khaja, and Acting CEO Atef 
Al Khaja were present at the  
meeting.

IEA says risk of oil supply 
disruptions is limited
AFP | Paris

The International Ener-
gy Agency said yester-
day the risk of oil supply 

disruptions due to the conflict 
between Israel and Hamas is 
limited but that it stands ready 
to intervene in markets if nec-
essary.

The Paris-based agency, in ad-
dition to its analysis and adviso-
ry roles, coordinates the release 
of emergency stocks held by its 
31 mostly advanced-economy 
member nations.

A weekend attack by Hamas 
on Israel, and Israeli’s military 
retaliation, have left thousands 
dead and rattled oil markets, 
amid fears that other nations 
might intervene and possibly 
disrupt shipments in the Mid-
dle East.

The region accounts for more 
than one-third of the world’s 
seaborne oil shipments.

“While the prospect that oil 
supply flows will be impacted 
currently remains limited, the 
deadly strikes prompted traders 
to price in a higher geopolitical 
risk premium,” the IEA said in its 
regular monthly report.

“There has been no direct 
impact on physical supply,” it 
added.

But with supply and demand 
on the oil market currently 
tightly balanced, the IEA said it 
“stands ready to act if necessary 
to ensure markets remain ade-
quately supplied”.

Oil prices jumped at the start 
of the conflict but have since 
eased as there was no immedi-
ate disruption to supply flows 

and other nations have not in-
tervened.

Yet prices remain relatively 
high as a result of supply cuts 
by Saudi Arabia and Russia, with 
the IEA also warning it was be-
ginning to see signs of demand 
destruction.

The oil market has for months 
been caught in a tug-of-war be-
tween concerns about supplies 
and demand as high energy 
prices, combined with interest 
rate hikes in most advanced na-
tions to combat inflation, leave 
consumers squeezed.

“There has been some evi-
dence of large-scale demand 
destruction, especially in low-
er-income countries, like Ni-
geria, Pakistan and Egypt, 
and signs of accelerating de-
clines within some OECD 
markets including the United 
States,” said the IEA, referring 
to the OECD club of advanced  
economies.

US troops patrol near an oil well in al-Qahtaniyah in Syria’s northeastern 
Hasakah province (file photo)

Officials of BisB and SIO after signing the agreement

An illustration  photo shows the 
Twitter page of Elon Musk in front of 
the new X Twitter logo and old bird 
Twitter logo

Chairman of the Bahrain Chamber, Sameer Nass speaks with the Consul General of Ethiopia to Bahrain, 
Ambassador Shiferaw Geneti

Ambassador of Algeria to Bahrain, Dr. Mahmoud Braham with Chairman of 
the Bahrain Chamber, Sameer Nass and other officials

Tamkeen supports Al Helli Supermarket expansion, creating 86 jobs
TDT | Manama

The Labour Fund (Tamkeen) 
announced its support for 

Al Helli Supermarket with its 
latest expansion plan that in-
cludes the opening of three new 
outlets in Demistan, Salmabad, 
and Al Alawi Mall in Sanad.

This is facilitated through 
Tamkeen’s Business Growth 
program and comes as part of 
its ongoing efforts to support 
the employment of local talent. 
The project will be executed 
through the parent company, 
Mirza Al Helli & Sons.

The expansion represents a 

milestone in the supermarket’s 
journey, and Tamkeen will sup-
port the employment of national 
talent across various positions 
in the organization. This ex-
pansion project will provide 
86 jobs for Bahrainis, while 161 

employees will benefit from 
wage increment support, and 
13 employees will be promoted 
to leadership roles.

Khalid AlBayat, Chief Growth 
Officer at Tamkeen commented: 
“We are pleased to support Al 

Helli Supermarket and incen-
tivize the growing retail sec-
tor which contributes 4.2% to 
the overall GDP. The expansion 
project comes in line with our 
ongoing efforts to recruit and 
promote local talent.“

Officials of Tamkeen and Al Helli Supermarket pose for a photo



Scientists pry a secret from the 
`Mona Lisa’ about how Leonardo 
painted the masterpiece

AP | Paris

The “Mona Lisa” has given 
up another secret.

Using X-rays to peer into the 
chemical structure of a tiny 
speck of the celebrated work of 
art, scientists have gained new 
insight into the techniques 
that Leonardo da Vinci used 
to paint his groundbreaking 
portrait of the woman with the 
exquisitely enigmatic smile.

The research, published 
Wednesday in the Journal of 
the American Chemical Soci-
ety, suggests that the famously 
curious, learned and inventive 
Italian Renaissance master 
may have been in a particular-
ly experimental mood when he 
set to work on the “Mona Lisa” 
early in the 16th century.

The oil-paint recipe that 
Leonardo used as his base 
layer to prepare the panel of 
poplar wood appears to have 
been different for the “Mona 
Lisa,” with its own distinctive 
chemical signature, the team 
of scientists and art historians 
in France and Britain discov-
ered.

“He was someone who 
loved to experiment, and each 
of his paintings is complete-
ly different technically,” said 
Victor Gonzalez, the study’s 
lead author and a chemist at 
France’s top research body, 
the CNRS. Gonzalez has stud-
ied the chemical compositions 
of dozens of works by Leon-
ardo, Rembrandt and other  
artists.

“In this case, it’s interest-
ing to see that indeed there 
is a specific technique for the 
ground layer of ‘Mona Lisa,’” 
he said in an interview with 
The Associated Press.

Specifically, the research-
ers found a rare compound, 
plumbonacrite, in Leonardo’s 
first layer of paint. The dis-
covery, Gonzalez said, con-
firmed for the first time what 
art historians had previously 
only hypothesized: that Leon-
ardo most likely used lead 
oxide powder to thicken and 
help dry his paint as he began 
working on the portrait that 
now stares out from behind 
protective glass in the Louvre 
Museum in Paris.

KIND WORDS DO NOT COST MUCH. 
YET THEY ACCOMPLISH MUCH
BLAISE PASCAL
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Today I spoke with 
media about the ur-

gent need to allow medi-
cal supplies, food and hu-
manitarian aid to reach 
civilians in Gaza.

@DrTedros

It’s always a pleasure to 
meet with my @NATO 

defense counterparts. 
NATO is the bedrock of 
enduring trans-Atlan-
tic security. Togeth-
er we will continue to 
strengthen deterrence 
and bolster NATO’s de-
fense capabilities.

@SecDef

Inspiring exchange in 
Shanghai with Euro-

pean companies on eco-
nomic and business chal-
lenges. We must address 
these challenges because 
neither we nor China can 
ignore each other’s mar-
ket.

@JosepBorrellF

As president, I have 
no higher priority 

than the safety of Ameri-
cans at home and around 
the world. @VP and I 
spoke with our national 
security teams to discuss 
ongoing steps to protect 
the homeland, including 
Jewish, Arab, and Mus-
lim communities, follow-
ing the attacks in Israel.

@POTUS

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u Madagascar’s top court 
yesterday ordered that 
presidential elections be 

postponed by one week, amid high political 
tensions after disputes over the regularity 
of the vote. For more than a week, opposition 
parties have held demonstrations against 
what they call an “institutional coup” to keep 
outgoing president Andry Rajoelina in power. 
“The Constitutional Court, by virtue of its 

regulatory power, orders the postponement of the first round of the presidential 
election to November 16, 2023,” the court wrote in a ruling. Voters in the Indian 
Ocean island nation were initially due to head to the polls on November 9.

 u The Japanese 
government said 
yesterday it was seeking 
to strip official recognition from the 
Unification Church, the influential 
sect under intense scrutiny since the 
assassination of former prime minister 
Shinzo Abe. Prime Minister Fumio Kishida 
last year ordered a probe into the church 
after it emerged that Abe’s alleged killer 
was motivated by resentment against the 
group. It has been accused of pressuring its followers into making hefty donations 
and blamed for child neglect among its members.

 u Two people died and 
six others were injured 
when a car thought to 

be smuggling people through Hungary 
overturned yesterday, Hungarian police said. 
Since July, there has been a rise compared to 
previous months in the number of undocumented 
migrants and asylum seekers crossing from Serbia 
into Hungary, which is a member of the European 
Union. The car driver refused to stop for a routine 

inspection and instead sped off, losing control at a nearby bend in the road, 
according to the police. The vehicle swerved, hit a tree and overturned.

Top court delays Madagascar 
presidential vote by a week

Two dead in suspected migrant 
smuggling accident in Hungary

Japan moves to strip Unification 
Church of government recognition

Journalists walk past Leonardo da Vinci’s Mona Lisa during a visit of the 
Louvre museum (file photo)

Israeli air strike kills 
45 Palestinians in Gaza

Israel deploys forces, tanks and other military hardware to Gaza border in preparation for a possible ground invasion

• Blinken says 
Palestinians have 
“legitimate aspirations”

Agencies

An Israeli military airstrike 
on a residential building 
in the densely populated 

Jabaliya refugee camp in north-
ern Gaza killed at least 45 people 
and wounded dozens of others 
yesterday.

The airstrike hit the centre of 
the Jabalia camp in the late after-
noon, according to Eyad Bozum, a 
spokesperson for the Gaza Interi-
or Ministry.

The building was packed with 
dozens of people, some of whom 
had fled earlier attacks, Bozum 
added.

The death toll is expected to 
rise as civil defence workers con-
tinue to search for bodies in the 
rubble.

Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken said the Palestinians also 
have “legitimate aspirations” but 
also vowed US support for Israel 
in its war with Hamas.

The attack killed 1,200 people 
in Israel while Hamas took about 
150 hostages in their surprise on-

slaught from Gaza Saturday. Isra-
el has retaliated by raining air and 
artillery strikes on Hamas targets 
in Gaza for six days, claiming over 
1,350 lives.

Israel has deployed forces, 
tanks and other military hard-
ware to the Gaza border, AFP jour-
nalists said, as it prepared for a 

possible ground invasion of the 
Palestinian territory after what 
has been labelled Israel’s 9/11.

Israeli fighter-jets and drones 
flew above Gaza City in the re-
lentless bombardment that has 
levelled entire blocks and de-
stroyed thousands of buildings, 
while Hamas had now fired more 

than 5,000 rockets at Israel from 
Gaza, the army said.

Blinken hinted at the need for 
an eventual peace settlement -- an 
idea that has long met resistance 
from the right-wing Netanyahu.

He said Palestinian people have 
“their legitimate aspirations to 
live with equal measures of secu-

rity, freedom, justice, opportunity 
and dignity”

Israeli army spokesman Rich-
ard Hecht said the military was 
readying for a potential order to 
launch a ground invasion in the 
war with Hamas: “This has not 
been decided yet... but we are pre-
paring for a ground manoeuvre if 
it is decided.”

“Right now we are focused on 
taking out their senior leader-
ship,” he said.

Fears have grown for Gaza’s 
2.4 million people now endur-
ing the fifth war in 15 years in 
the long-blockaded coastal en-
clave, which has also seen Isra-
el cut off water, food and power  
supplies.

Israeli Energy Minister Israel 
Katz vowed the total siege of Gaza 
would remain in force until the 
hostages are freed.

“Humanitarian aid to Gaza? No 
electric switch will be turned on, 
no water tap will be opened and 
no fuel truck will enter until the 
Israeli abductees are returned 
home,” he said.

Gaza’s hospitals “risk turning 
into morgues”, said the Inter-
national Committee of the Red 
Cross Middle East chief Fabrizio 
Carboni, stressing “the human 
misery caused by this escalation 
is abhorrent”.

UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres voiced concern about 
the “supercharged cycle of vi-
olence and horror”, urged the 
release of all hostages and the 
lifting of the siege, and stressed 
that “civilians must be protected 
at all times”.

There have been calls for a hu-
manitarian corridor to allow Pal-
estinians to escape ahead of a pos-
sible Israeli ground invasion that 
would spell brutal urban combat 
and house-to-house fighting.

If Israel does send ground forc-
es into Gaza, it risks walking into 
a Hamas “trap”, warned a former 
head of Britain’s MI6 intelligence 
service, Alex Younger, speaking 
on BBC radio.

Tourists visit Half Moon island, Antarctica

Smoke plumes billow during Israeli air strikes in Gaza City

Today I am stronger 
and fitter; spiritually, 

mentally and 
physically, than ever 

before
IMRAN KHAN

Australian arrested in Singapore after 
bomb threat, returned flight: police
AFP | Singapore

An Australian passenger on 
a Perth-bound flight was 

arrested in Singapore yester-
day for criminal intimidation, 
police said, after the plane was 
escorted back to the city-state 
by fighter jets due to a bomb 
threat.

Flight TR16, operated by 
budget carrier Scoot, depart-
ed Singapore at 4:11 pm (0811 
GMT).

But about one hour into the 
flight, “a precautionary deci-
sion was made to turn the air-
craft back to Singapore due to a 
bomb threat”, Scoot, the budget 
arm of Singapore Airlines, said 
in a statement.

“The Republic of Singapore 
Air Force (RSAF) was activat-
ed to escort the aircraft back 
to Changi Airport. Emergency 
services were also activated,” 
the airline added.

Scoot said the flight landed 
safely about two hours after 
takeoff, and security checks 

were carried out.
The airline said it was assist-

ing authorities with investiga-
tions, adding that it was unable 
to provide additional details as 
“this is a security matter”.

Police later said officers com-
pleted security checks and ar-
rested a 30-year-old Australian 
male passenger for criminal 
intimidation.

“The Police take security 

threats seriously and will not 
hesitate to take action against 
those who intentionally cause 
public alarm,” police added, 
without confirming whether 
the man had made any threats.

A 30-year-old passenger 
who was not named told local 
newspaper The Straits Times 
that police had escorted two 
individuals off the plane after 
it landed.

Jailed former Pakistan PM Imran 
Khan says ‘stronger than ever’
AFP | Islamabad

Former Pakistan prime min-
ister Imran Khan said he is 

“stronger and fitter than ever” 
since being jailed two months 
ago, according to a statement 
released by his family yesterday.

Khan was convicted of graft 
in August and jailed for three 
years, with the election com-
mission subsequently banning 
him from contesting polls 
scheduled for January 2024.

“Let it be known that there’s 
a difference of day and night 
between the Imran Khan of to-
day and Imran Khan who was 
imprisoned on August 5,” he 
said in the first statement to be 
released on his behalf since he 
was jailed.

“Today I am stronger and fit-
ter; spiritually, mentally and 
physically, than ever before,” 
added the former international 
cricket superstar.

The statement also appeared 
on Khan’s X account.

Khan said he has spent his 
time in jail reading the Qur’an, 
adding that he has “adjusted 
well to prison conditions.”

Since being ousted last year 
Khan has been tangled in a slew 
of legal cases he says are de-
signed to stop him from con-
testing elections.

He was briefly detained in 
May, sparking nationwide pro-
tests that turned violent, with 
anger directed at the military 
for allegedly interfering in pol-
itics.

The establishment respond-
ed with a fierce crackdown 
— rounding up thousands of 

supporters and forcing almost 
the entire central leadership 
underground. Many have since 
abandoned the party.

Although Khan’s prison term 
for graft was overturned, he 
was kept in custody over a fresh 
arrest for leaking state docu-
ments, with his lawyers expect-
ing he will be formally indicted 
next week.

It is a far more serious entan-
glement than graft and could 
see him imprisoned for 14 years.

The case relates to a cable 
that Khan had touted as proof 
that he was ousted as part of 

a US conspiracy backed by the 
establishment, according to 
a report by the government’s 
Federal Investigation Agency.

The United States and the 
Pakistan military have denied 
the claim.

Pakistan is currently led by an 
interim government, with polls 
already pushed back several 
months.

Khan’s primary opponent, 
three-time prime minister 
Nawaz Sharif, is scheduled to 
return to Pakistan next week 
to lead his party through elec-
tions, ending four years of 
self-imposed exile in London.

Sharif was barred from con-
testing the last general elec-
tions, in 2018, which Khan won 
on a wave of popular support, 
an anti-corruption manifesto, 
and the backing of the powerful 
military establishment.

“Do not give up,” Khan told 
his supporters in yesterday’s 
statement.

Pakistan’s former Prime Minister Imran Khan (C) leaves after appearing in the 
Supreme Court in Islamabad (file photo)

One of two RSAF fighter jets escorting Scoot flight TR16 back to Changi Airport

54 1307 1884 1924
Nero succeeds 
Claudius as 
Roman Emperor

French King Philip IV has Grand 
Master Jacques de Molay and 
Knights Templar arrested and 
charged with idolatry and corruption

International Meridian Conference 
in Washington DC establishes Green-
wich in London, England as the 
universal time meridian of longitude

Mecca falls without 
struggle to Saudi forces 
led by Abdulaziz Ibn Saud

Israel has called up 
300,000 reservists and 

rushed forces to the 
Gaza border in response 
to Hamas’ unprecedent-

ed attack
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Israel-Hamas war a ‘new 
cloud’ over world economy: IMF

AFP | Marrakesh

The war between Israel and Hamas has cast a shadow 
over the IMF-World Bank annual meetings in Mo-

rocco, with warnings yesterday that it has darkened the 
outlook for an already sluggish global economy.

The global lenders are holding their gathering, which 
brings together finance ministers and central bankers 
from around the world, in an Arab country for the first 
time in 20 years.

The conflict has raised concerns about its potential 
impact on the world economy.

Speaking at a press conference in Marrakesh, IMF 
Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva said the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund was “very closely monitoring how 
the situation evolves” and how it is affecting oil markets.

She said it was “too early” to assess the impact of the 
conflict, but “this is a new cloud on not the sunniest 
horizon for the world economy -- new cloud, darkening 
this horizon.”

Georgieva noted that the IMF’s World Economic Out-
look, which was released earlier this week but drafted 
before the conflict broke out, already showed weak 

global growth.

Egypt receives humanitarian 
aid bound for Gaza

AFP | Cairo

The first shipment of humanitarian aid 
arrived in Egypt’s Sinai yesterday from 

Jordan, state-affiliated media reported, to be 
transported into Gaza, which Israel has been 
bombarding for days following a surprise 
Hamas attack.

El-Arish airport, 50 kilometres (30 miles) 
away from the Rafah border crossing into 
Gaza, “has been designated by Egyptian au-
thorities to receive international humanitari-
an aid from different parties and internation-
al organisations”, Egypt’s foreign ministry 
said in a statement yesterday.

It was not immediately clear when the aid 
would arrive in Gaza, after three Israeli air 
strikes on the Rafah border crossing -- the 
only entry point into Gaza not controlled by 
Israel -- resulted in its closure.

Calls for aid to Gaza have multiplied, in-
cluding from United Nations chief Antonio 
Guterres, who spoke with Egyptian President 
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi on Wednesday.

Blinken says will visit Saudi, 
Egypt, UAE on Hamas war

AFP | Cairo

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said yes-
terday he will visit Saudi Arabia, Egypt, the 

United Arab Emirates, Qatar and Jordan on a tour 
to put pressure on Hamas after a massive attack on  
Israel.

Blinken announced the additional stops at a news 
conference after talks in Israel. The State Depart-
ment has previously announced that he will head 
later yesterday to Jordan, where he will meet King 
Abdullah II and Palestinian leader Mahmud Abbas 
on Friday, and then Qatar later in the day.

Blinken announced he would also visit Egypt, 
a key player in Arab diplomacy, as well as the 
United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia, which 
before the crisis had taken the first steps in an am-
bitious US-backed push to normalise relations with  
Israel.

In each stop, “we will continue pressing coun-
tries to help prevent the conflict from spreading 
and to use their leverage on Hamas to immediately 
and unconditionally release the hostages,” Blinken 

told a news conference in Tel Aviv.

Blinken says he spoke to 
Israel about ‘humanitarian 

needs’ of Gaza
AFP | Cairo

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said 
yesterday he raised with Israel the “hu-

manitarian needs” of the Gaza Strip while 
defending the right to retaliate for the Hamas 
attack.

“We did discuss ways to address the hu-
manitarian needs of people living in Gaza 
to protect them from harm, while Israel 
conducts its legitimate security operations to 
defend itself from terrorism and to try to en-
sure that this never happens again,” Blinken 
told reporters after talks with Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu and other top officials 
in Tel Aviv.

“We also talked about possibilities for safe 
passage for civilians who want to leave or get 
out of the way,” he said.

US officials are discussing safe passage both 
with Israel and Egypt, which also borders 
the Gaza Strip, ahead of an expected Israeli 
ground operation.

Over 40% of Antarctica’s ice shelves lost mass in 25 years: study
AFP | London

More than 40 percent of Ant-
arctica’s ice shelves lost 

volume in 25 years, increasing 
the risk of sea levels rising and 
with human-induced warming 
the likely cause, scientists said  
yesterday.

Ice shelves are freshwater exten-
sions of the ice sheets that cover 
much of Antarctica, floating on 
the seas that surround the vast and 
ecologically fragile continent.

They act as giant “plugs” stabilis-
ing massive glaciers, slowing down 
the flow of ice into the ocean.

When ice shelves shrink, these 

plugs weaken and the rate of ice 
loss from the glaciers increases.

In a study published in the jour-
nal Science Advances yesterday, 
scientists analysed more than 
100,000 satellite radar images to 
assess the health of Antarctica’s 162 
ice shelves.

They found that the volume of 71 

fell from 1997 to 2021.
“Acceleration of glaciers due to 

ice shelf deterioration has added 
about six millimetres to global sea 
level since the start of the study 
period,” said Benjamin Davison, a 
research fellow at the University 
of Leeds in Britain who led the  
study.

Greta Thunberg protests illegal wind turbines in Norway
AFP | Oslo

Swedish climate campaigner 
Greta Thunberg yesterday 

joined indigenous Sami activ-
ists protesting in Oslo against 
wind turbines still operating 

on reindeer herding land two 
years after a court ruled them  
illegal.

In 2021, Norway’s Supreme 
Court found that two wind 
farms in the Fosen region of 
western Norway -- on land used 

by Sami reindeer herders -- vi-
olated the rights of the indige-
nous people, guaranteed by the 
UN, to practise their culture of 
reindeer husbandry.

Two years later, the 151 tur-
bines are still operating.



Scientists pry a secret from the 
`Mona Lisa’ about how Leonardo 
painted the masterpiece

AP | Paris

The “Mona Lisa” has given 
up another secret.

Using X-rays to peer into the 
chemical structure of a tiny 
speck of the celebrated work of 
art, scientists have gained new 
insight into the techniques 
that Leonardo da Vinci used 
to paint his groundbreaking 
portrait of the woman with the 
exquisitely enigmatic smile.

The research, published 
Wednesday in the Journal of 
the American Chemical Soci-
ety, suggests that the famously 
curious, learned and inventive 
Italian Renaissance master 
may have been in a particular-
ly experimental mood when he 
set to work on the “Mona Lisa” 
early in the 16th century.

The oil-paint recipe that 
Leonardo used as his base 
layer to prepare the panel of 
poplar wood appears to have 
been different for the “Mona 
Lisa,” with its own distinctive 
chemical signature, the team 
of scientists and art historians 
in France and Britain discov-
ered.

“He was someone who 
loved to experiment, and each 
of his paintings is complete-
ly different technically,” said 
Victor Gonzalez, the study’s 
lead author and a chemist at 
France’s top research body, 
the CNRS. Gonzalez has stud-
ied the chemical compositions 
of dozens of works by Leon-
ardo, Rembrandt and other  
artists.

“In this case, it’s interest-
ing to see that indeed there 
is a specific technique for the 
ground layer of ‘Mona Lisa,’” 
he said in an interview with 
The Associated Press.

Specifically, the research-
ers found a rare compound, 
plumbonacrite, in Leonardo’s 
first layer of paint. The dis-
covery, Gonzalez said, con-
firmed for the first time what 
art historians had previously 
only hypothesized: that Leon-
ardo most likely used lead 
oxide powder to thicken and 
help dry his paint as he began 
working on the portrait that 
now stares out from behind 
protective glass in the Louvre 
Museum in Paris.

KIND WORDS DO NOT COST MUCH. 
YET THEY ACCOMPLISH MUCH
BLAISE PASCAL
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Today I spoke with 
media about the ur-

gent need to allow medi-
cal supplies, food and hu-
manitarian aid to reach 
civilians in Gaza.

@DrTedros

It’s always a pleasure to 
meet with my @NATO 

defense counterparts. 
NATO is the bedrock of 
enduring trans-Atlan-
tic security. Togeth-
er we will continue to 
strengthen deterrence 
and bolster NATO’s de-
fense capabilities.

@SecDef

Inspiring exchange in 
Shanghai with Euro-

pean companies on eco-
nomic and business chal-
lenges. We must address 
these challenges because 
neither we nor China can 
ignore each other’s mar-
ket.

@JosepBorrellF

As president, I have 
no higher priority 

than the safety of Ameri-
cans at home and around 
the world. @VP and I 
spoke with our national 
security teams to discuss 
ongoing steps to protect 
the homeland, including 
Jewish, Arab, and Mus-
lim communities, follow-
ing the attacks in Israel.

@POTUS

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

02

News in brief 
 u Madagascar’s top court 
yesterday ordered that 
presidential elections be 

postponed by one week, amid high political 
tensions after disputes over the regularity 
of the vote. For more than a week, opposition 
parties have held demonstrations against 
what they call an “institutional coup” to keep 
outgoing president Andry Rajoelina in power. 
“The Constitutional Court, by virtue of its 

regulatory power, orders the postponement of the first round of the presidential 
election to November 16, 2023,” the court wrote in a ruling. Voters in the Indian 
Ocean island nation were initially due to head to the polls on November 9.

 u The Japanese 
government said 
yesterday it was seeking 
to strip official recognition from the 
Unification Church, the influential 
sect under intense scrutiny since the 
assassination of former prime minister 
Shinzo Abe. Prime Minister Fumio Kishida 
last year ordered a probe into the church 
after it emerged that Abe’s alleged killer 
was motivated by resentment against the 
group. It has been accused of pressuring its followers into making hefty donations 
and blamed for child neglect among its members.

 u Two people died and 
six others were injured 
when a car thought to 

be smuggling people through Hungary 
overturned yesterday, Hungarian police said. 
Since July, there has been a rise compared to 
previous months in the number of undocumented 
migrants and asylum seekers crossing from Serbia 
into Hungary, which is a member of the European 
Union. The car driver refused to stop for a routine 

inspection and instead sped off, losing control at a nearby bend in the road, 
according to the police. The vehicle swerved, hit a tree and overturned.

Top court delays Madagascar 
presidential vote by a week

Two dead in suspected migrant 
smuggling accident in Hungary

Japan moves to strip Unification 
Church of government recognition

Journalists walk past Leonardo da Vinci’s Mona Lisa during a visit of the 
Louvre museum (file photo)

Israeli air strike kills 
45 Palestinians in Gaza

Israel deploys forces, tanks and other military hardware to Gaza border in preparation for a possible ground invasion

• Blinken says 
Palestinians have 
“legitimate aspirations”

Agencies

An Israeli military airstrike 
on a residential building 
in the densely populated 

Jabaliya refugee camp in north-
ern Gaza killed at least 45 people 
and wounded dozens of others 
yesterday.

The airstrike hit the centre of 
the Jabalia camp in the late after-
noon, according to Eyad Bozum, a 
spokesperson for the Gaza Interi-
or Ministry.

The building was packed with 
dozens of people, some of whom 
had fled earlier attacks, Bozum 
added.

The death toll is expected to 
rise as civil defence workers con-
tinue to search for bodies in the 
rubble.

Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken said the Palestinians also 
have “legitimate aspirations” but 
also vowed US support for Israel 
in its war with Hamas.

The attack killed 1,200 people 
in Israel while Hamas took about 
150 hostages in their surprise on-

slaught from Gaza Saturday. Isra-
el has retaliated by raining air and 
artillery strikes on Hamas targets 
in Gaza for six days, claiming over 
1,350 lives.

Israel has deployed forces, 
tanks and other military hard-
ware to the Gaza border, AFP jour-
nalists said, as it prepared for a 

possible ground invasion of the 
Palestinian territory after what 
has been labelled Israel’s 9/11.

Israeli fighter-jets and drones 
flew above Gaza City in the re-
lentless bombardment that has 
levelled entire blocks and de-
stroyed thousands of buildings, 
while Hamas had now fired more 

than 5,000 rockets at Israel from 
Gaza, the army said.

Blinken hinted at the need for 
an eventual peace settlement -- an 
idea that has long met resistance 
from the right-wing Netanyahu.

He said Palestinian people have 
“their legitimate aspirations to 
live with equal measures of secu-

rity, freedom, justice, opportunity 
and dignity”

Israeli army spokesman Rich-
ard Hecht said the military was 
readying for a potential order to 
launch a ground invasion in the 
war with Hamas: “This has not 
been decided yet... but we are pre-
paring for a ground manoeuvre if 
it is decided.”

“Right now we are focused on 
taking out their senior leader-
ship,” he said.

Fears have grown for Gaza’s 
2.4 million people now endur-
ing the fifth war in 15 years in 
the long-blockaded coastal en-
clave, which has also seen Isra-
el cut off water, food and power  
supplies.

Israeli Energy Minister Israel 
Katz vowed the total siege of Gaza 
would remain in force until the 
hostages are freed.

“Humanitarian aid to Gaza? No 
electric switch will be turned on, 
no water tap will be opened and 
no fuel truck will enter until the 
Israeli abductees are returned 
home,” he said.

Gaza’s hospitals “risk turning 
into morgues”, said the Inter-
national Committee of the Red 
Cross Middle East chief Fabrizio 
Carboni, stressing “the human 
misery caused by this escalation 
is abhorrent”.

UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres voiced concern about 
the “supercharged cycle of vi-
olence and horror”, urged the 
release of all hostages and the 
lifting of the siege, and stressed 
that “civilians must be protected 
at all times”.

There have been calls for a hu-
manitarian corridor to allow Pal-
estinians to escape ahead of a pos-
sible Israeli ground invasion that 
would spell brutal urban combat 
and house-to-house fighting.

If Israel does send ground forc-
es into Gaza, it risks walking into 
a Hamas “trap”, warned a former 
head of Britain’s MI6 intelligence 
service, Alex Younger, speaking 
on BBC radio.

Tourists visit Half Moon island, Antarctica

Smoke plumes billow during Israeli air strikes in Gaza City

Today I am stronger 
and fitter; spiritually, 

mentally and 
physically, than ever 

before
IMRAN KHAN

Australian arrested in Singapore after 
bomb threat, returned flight: police
AFP | Singapore

An Australian passenger on 
a Perth-bound flight was 

arrested in Singapore yester-
day for criminal intimidation, 
police said, after the plane was 
escorted back to the city-state 
by fighter jets due to a bomb 
threat.

Flight TR16, operated by 
budget carrier Scoot, depart-
ed Singapore at 4:11 pm (0811 
GMT).

But about one hour into the 
flight, “a precautionary deci-
sion was made to turn the air-
craft back to Singapore due to a 
bomb threat”, Scoot, the budget 
arm of Singapore Airlines, said 
in a statement.

“The Republic of Singapore 
Air Force (RSAF) was activat-
ed to escort the aircraft back 
to Changi Airport. Emergency 
services were also activated,” 
the airline added.

Scoot said the flight landed 
safely about two hours after 
takeoff, and security checks 

were carried out.
The airline said it was assist-

ing authorities with investiga-
tions, adding that it was unable 
to provide additional details as 
“this is a security matter”.

Police later said officers com-
pleted security checks and ar-
rested a 30-year-old Australian 
male passenger for criminal 
intimidation.

“The Police take security 

threats seriously and will not 
hesitate to take action against 
those who intentionally cause 
public alarm,” police added, 
without confirming whether 
the man had made any threats.

A 30-year-old passenger 
who was not named told local 
newspaper The Straits Times 
that police had escorted two 
individuals off the plane after 
it landed.

Jailed former Pakistan PM Imran 
Khan says ‘stronger than ever’
AFP | Islamabad

Former Pakistan prime min-
ister Imran Khan said he is 

“stronger and fitter than ever” 
since being jailed two months 
ago, according to a statement 
released by his family yesterday.

Khan was convicted of graft 
in August and jailed for three 
years, with the election com-
mission subsequently banning 
him from contesting polls 
scheduled for January 2024.

“Let it be known that there’s 
a difference of day and night 
between the Imran Khan of to-
day and Imran Khan who was 
imprisoned on August 5,” he 
said in the first statement to be 
released on his behalf since he 
was jailed.

“Today I am stronger and fit-
ter; spiritually, mentally and 
physically, than ever before,” 
added the former international 
cricket superstar.

The statement also appeared 
on Khan’s X account.

Khan said he has spent his 
time in jail reading the Qur’an, 
adding that he has “adjusted 
well to prison conditions.”

Since being ousted last year 
Khan has been tangled in a slew 
of legal cases he says are de-
signed to stop him from con-
testing elections.

He was briefly detained in 
May, sparking nationwide pro-
tests that turned violent, with 
anger directed at the military 
for allegedly interfering in pol-
itics.

The establishment respond-
ed with a fierce crackdown 
— rounding up thousands of 

supporters and forcing almost 
the entire central leadership 
underground. Many have since 
abandoned the party.

Although Khan’s prison term 
for graft was overturned, he 
was kept in custody over a fresh 
arrest for leaking state docu-
ments, with his lawyers expect-
ing he will be formally indicted 
next week.

It is a far more serious entan-
glement than graft and could 
see him imprisoned for 14 years.

The case relates to a cable 
that Khan had touted as proof 
that he was ousted as part of 

a US conspiracy backed by the 
establishment, according to 
a report by the government’s 
Federal Investigation Agency.

The United States and the 
Pakistan military have denied 
the claim.

Pakistan is currently led by an 
interim government, with polls 
already pushed back several 
months.

Khan’s primary opponent, 
three-time prime minister 
Nawaz Sharif, is scheduled to 
return to Pakistan next week 
to lead his party through elec-
tions, ending four years of 
self-imposed exile in London.

Sharif was barred from con-
testing the last general elec-
tions, in 2018, which Khan won 
on a wave of popular support, 
an anti-corruption manifesto, 
and the backing of the powerful 
military establishment.

“Do not give up,” Khan told 
his supporters in yesterday’s 
statement.

Pakistan’s former Prime Minister Imran Khan (C) leaves after appearing in the 
Supreme Court in Islamabad (file photo)

One of two RSAF fighter jets escorting Scoot flight TR16 back to Changi Airport

54 1307 1884 1924
Nero succeeds 
Claudius as 
Roman Emperor

French King Philip IV has Grand 
Master Jacques de Molay and 
Knights Templar arrested and 
charged with idolatry and corruption

International Meridian Conference 
in Washington DC establishes Green-
wich in London, England as the 
universal time meridian of longitude

Mecca falls without 
struggle to Saudi forces 
led by Abdulaziz Ibn Saud

Israel has called up 
300,000 reservists and 

rushed forces to the 
Gaza border in response 
to Hamas’ unprecedent-

ed attack

KNOW WHAT

C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R

Israel-Hamas war a ‘new 
cloud’ over world economy: IMF

AFP | Marrakesh

The war between Israel and Hamas has cast a shadow 
over the IMF-World Bank annual meetings in Mo-

rocco, with warnings yesterday that it has darkened the 
outlook for an already sluggish global economy.

The global lenders are holding their gathering, which 
brings together finance ministers and central bankers 
from around the world, in an Arab country for the first 
time in 20 years.

The conflict has raised concerns about its potential 
impact on the world economy.

Speaking at a press conference in Marrakesh, IMF 
Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva said the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund was “very closely monitoring how 
the situation evolves” and how it is affecting oil markets.

She said it was “too early” to assess the impact of the 
conflict, but “this is a new cloud on not the sunniest 
horizon for the world economy -- new cloud, darkening 
this horizon.”

Georgieva noted that the IMF’s World Economic Out-
look, which was released earlier this week but drafted 
before the conflict broke out, already showed weak 

global growth.

Egypt receives humanitarian 
aid bound for Gaza

AFP | Cairo

The first shipment of humanitarian aid 
arrived in Egypt’s Sinai yesterday from 

Jordan, state-affiliated media reported, to be 
transported into Gaza, which Israel has been 
bombarding for days following a surprise 
Hamas attack.

El-Arish airport, 50 kilometres (30 miles) 
away from the Rafah border crossing into 
Gaza, “has been designated by Egyptian au-
thorities to receive international humanitari-
an aid from different parties and internation-
al organisations”, Egypt’s foreign ministry 
said in a statement yesterday.

It was not immediately clear when the aid 
would arrive in Gaza, after three Israeli air 
strikes on the Rafah border crossing -- the 
only entry point into Gaza not controlled by 
Israel -- resulted in its closure.

Calls for aid to Gaza have multiplied, in-
cluding from United Nations chief Antonio 
Guterres, who spoke with Egyptian President 
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi on Wednesday.

Blinken says will visit Saudi, 
Egypt, UAE on Hamas war

AFP | Cairo

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said yes-
terday he will visit Saudi Arabia, Egypt, the 

United Arab Emirates, Qatar and Jordan on a tour 
to put pressure on Hamas after a massive attack on  
Israel.

Blinken announced the additional stops at a news 
conference after talks in Israel. The State Depart-
ment has previously announced that he will head 
later yesterday to Jordan, where he will meet King 
Abdullah II and Palestinian leader Mahmud Abbas 
on Friday, and then Qatar later in the day.

Blinken announced he would also visit Egypt, 
a key player in Arab diplomacy, as well as the 
United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia, which 
before the crisis had taken the first steps in an am-
bitious US-backed push to normalise relations with  
Israel.

In each stop, “we will continue pressing coun-
tries to help prevent the conflict from spreading 
and to use their leverage on Hamas to immediately 
and unconditionally release the hostages,” Blinken 

told a news conference in Tel Aviv.

Blinken says he spoke to 
Israel about ‘humanitarian 

needs’ of Gaza
AFP | Cairo

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said 
yesterday he raised with Israel the “hu-

manitarian needs” of the Gaza Strip while 
defending the right to retaliate for the Hamas 
attack.

“We did discuss ways to address the hu-
manitarian needs of people living in Gaza 
to protect them from harm, while Israel 
conducts its legitimate security operations to 
defend itself from terrorism and to try to en-
sure that this never happens again,” Blinken 
told reporters after talks with Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu and other top officials 
in Tel Aviv.

“We also talked about possibilities for safe 
passage for civilians who want to leave or get 
out of the way,” he said.

US officials are discussing safe passage both 
with Israel and Egypt, which also borders 
the Gaza Strip, ahead of an expected Israeli 
ground operation.

Over 40% of Antarctica’s ice shelves lost mass in 25 years: study
AFP | London

More than 40 percent of Ant-
arctica’s ice shelves lost 

volume in 25 years, increasing 
the risk of sea levels rising and 
with human-induced warming 
the likely cause, scientists said  
yesterday.

Ice shelves are freshwater exten-
sions of the ice sheets that cover 
much of Antarctica, floating on 
the seas that surround the vast and 
ecologically fragile continent.

They act as giant “plugs” stabilis-
ing massive glaciers, slowing down 
the flow of ice into the ocean.

When ice shelves shrink, these 

plugs weaken and the rate of ice 
loss from the glaciers increases.

In a study published in the jour-
nal Science Advances yesterday, 
scientists analysed more than 
100,000 satellite radar images to 
assess the health of Antarctica’s 162 
ice shelves.

They found that the volume of 71 

fell from 1997 to 2021.
“Acceleration of glaciers due to 

ice shelf deterioration has added 
about six millimetres to global sea 
level since the start of the study 
period,” said Benjamin Davison, a 
research fellow at the University 
of Leeds in Britain who led the  
study.

Greta Thunberg protests illegal wind turbines in Norway
AFP | Oslo

Swedish climate campaigner 
Greta Thunberg yesterday 

joined indigenous Sami activ-
ists protesting in Oslo against 
wind turbines still operating 

on reindeer herding land two 
years after a court ruled them  
illegal.

In 2021, Norway’s Supreme 
Court found that two wind 
farms in the Fosen region of 
western Norway -- on land used 

by Sami reindeer herders -- vi-
olated the rights of the indige-
nous people, guaranteed by the 
UN, to practise their culture of 
reindeer husbandry.

Two years later, the 151 tur-
bines are still operating.
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Across
1- Stated; 5- Songwriters’ org.; 10- Bedouin; 14- Draw in; 15- Bread; 16- Bandleader Puente; 
17- Hullabaloos; 18- Money spent; 19- Swabbies; 20- Conversely; 22- Museum piece; 23- Tease; 
24- Milne’s “Mr. ___ Passes By”; 25- Country in SE Asia; 29- Pasquinade; 33- Fidgety; 34- Long poem, 
such as those attributed to Homer; 36- ___ avail; 37- Cheering word; 38- Fend (off); 39- Barcelona 
bear; 40- Robert of “The Sopranos”; 42- Exude slowly; 43- Income source; 45- Rapid in tempo; 
47- Place; 49- No-win situation; 50- Barker and Bell; 51- Crazy as ___; 54- Going; 60- “Star Trek” 
role; 61- Put a new price on; 62- Pentathlon need; 63- One of the Baldwins; 64- Strange and 
mysterious; 65- Cheer (for); 66- Thrust; 67- Portents; 68- Actress Best;

Down
1- Croat, e.g.; 2- Autobahn auto; 3- Camaro model; 4- Arid areas; 5- Simple life form; 6- Go bad; 
7- Camp beds; 8- Pond organism; 9- Kung ___ chicken; 10- Try; 11- Unit of currency in Iran and 
Yemen; 12- Longfellow’s bell town; 13- Winter pear; 21- Overgrown with ivy; 22- Outer edge; 
24- Step; 25- Miscellany; 26- Total; 27- Lucy’s landlady; 28- Ditto; 29- Resides; 30- Alley Oop’s 
girlfriend; 31- Start; 32- Snare; 35- La ___, Bolivia; 38- Annoyed; 41- Airbrush; 43- Lead; 44- Spartan; 
46- Rickey ingredient; 48- Mental pictures; 51- PDQ; 52- Pip; 53- Corrida cries; 54- Consider; 
55- French 101 infinitive; 56- Physical suffering; 57- Apple player; 58- Light gas; 59- “___ grip!”; 
61- Stutz contemporary;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 

Jada Pinkett Smith says separated from Will Smith since 2016
AFP | Los Angeles

Actor Jada Pinkett Smith 
has been separated from 
husband Will  Smith 

since 2016 -- six years before 
the infamous “Oscars Slap” -- 
she revealed in an interview that 
aired Wednesday.

The Hollywood power cou-
ple’s marriage came under in-
tense spotlight at last year’s 
Academy Awards, when Smith 
struck comedian Chris Rock on 
stage for making a joke about 
his wife.

But the pair had already been 

living “totally separate lives” 
for years before the notorious 
incident, Pinkett Smith told NBC 
News.

“By the time we got to 2016 we 
were just exhausted with try-
ing,” she said, in an advance clip 
from an interview to promote 
her new memoir, “Worthy.”

Rumors of affairs and an open 
marriage were repeatedly de-
nied by the couple for many 
years.

But in 2020, Pinkett Smith 
openly discussed an extra-
marital “entanglement” she 
had with singer August Alsina 

some years earlier, during a 
period of separation from her  
husband.

According to Wednesday’s 
snippet, that separation has en-
dured up until the present day, 
although the pair remain legally 
married.

Asked why the couple had 
chosen to conceal their sepa-
ration, Pinkett Smith said they 
were “just not... ready yet” and  
“still trying to figure out be-
tween the two of us how to be 
in partnership.”

“We just got deep love for each 
other and we are going to figure 

out what that looks like for us,” 
Pinkett Smith told People mag-
azine, in a separate interview.

Pinkett  Smith also  dis-
cussed the Oscars ceremony 
of March 2022, in an excerpt 
from her memoir published  
Wednesday.

Rock was presenting on stage 
when he made a crack about 
Pinkett Smith’s closely cropped 
head. She has alopecia.

Smith mounted the stage 
and slapped the comedian hard 
across the face, before returning 
to his seat and yelling obsceni-
ties at the presenter.

Arnold Schwarzenegger warns future of 
America may be ‘generation of wimps’
Fox | Los Angeles

Ar n o l d  S c h w a r z e n e g -
ger thinks the future gen-

erations of America may be too 
sheltered. 

The former California gov-
ernor candidly spoke out, 
warning that if young people 
are over-pampered, this nation 
may be “creating a generation of 
wimps and weak people.”

“You can only strengthen your 
character and become a really 
strong person inside if you have 
resistance, if you fail, if you get 
up again and if you work hard,” 
Schwarzenegger, 76, said on 

“The Howard Stern Show.”
The “Be Useful” author 

pointed out that the more 
someone  “struggles” in 
life,  the more they’ll 
succeed. However, 
Schwarzenegger 
suggested that so-
ciety is too sen-
sitive to young 
people and en-
suring that they 
feel safe from 
their insecuri-
ties.

“Anyone that tries 
to baby themselves 
and pamper them-

selves .  .  .  it ’s over. 
You’re never going to 
get there,” he told Stern.

Schwarzenegger con-
tinued to say that 

once the younger 
generation learns 
how to “accept 
pain, misery and 
discomfort,” they 
will be able to 
grow more and 
be “tougher” in 
life.

He went on 
to compare the 
different gener-
ations, and the 

accomplishments of first-gen-
eration Americans. “Is it people 
that slept in? Is it people that 
were wimping out? This, ‘Oh, I 
want to feel good. Oh, I want to 
be comfortable.’ No.”

You can only strengthen 
your character and 

become a really strong 
person inside if you 

have resistance, if you 
fail, if you get up again 

and if you work hard
ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER

Lana Del Rey blasts 
troll accusing her of 
‘demonic witchcraft’
Celebretainment | Los 
Angeles

Lana Del Rey has blasted 
a troll who accused her 

of using “demonic energy” 
to knock over her fans.

The ‘Summertime Sad-
ness’ hitmaker has been 
forced to defend herself 
after a Christian influ-
encer called Traci Cos-
ton claimed the singer 
was “practicing witch-
craft” at a recent con-
cert.

In a video on In-
stagram, Traci ac-
cused Lana, 38, of 
using “spells” to 
make her music 
more “attrac-
tive”.

Motherhood is my number one 
priority, says Duchess of Sussex

Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Meghan, Duchess of Sus-
sex considers mother-

hood to be the “most impor-
tant thing in [her] entire life”.

The 42-year-old duchess - 
who has Prince Archie, four, 
and Princess Lilibet, two, with 
Prince Harry - has admitted 
that motherhood is her num-
ber one priority.

Speaking at an event for 
their Archewell Foundation 
in New York City, the duchess 
shared: “Being a mom is the 
most important thing in my 
entire life.”

Despite this, the duchess has 
concerns about the potential-
ly damaging impact of social 
media on the lives of young 
people.

She explained: “They say 
being a parent, the days are 
long but the years are short, 
so it worries me ... but I’m also 
given a lot of hope and energy 
by the progress we’ve made in 
the past year being able to have 
these incredible parents, these 

survivors of these experienc-
es, share their stories and the 
more information gathering 
we’re able to do, the more we 
can move the needle a little bit.

“Everyone is affected by the 
online world and social media. 
we all just want to feel safe. I’m 
confident that with more ears 
and awareness and visibility 
of what is really happening, 
we can make some significant 
change together.”

Meanwhile, Harry revealed 
that he wants to turn “pain into 
purpose”.

The 39-year-old royal - who 
married the duchess in 2018 - 
explained: “I think for us, for 
myself and my wife, with kids 
growing up in a digital age, the 
priority here is to again turn 
pain into purpose and provide 
as much support as well as a 
spotlight and a platform for 
these parents to come togeth-
er, to heal, to grieve and to also 
collectively focus on solutions 
so that no other family any-
where has to go through what 
they’ve been through.”

Gigi Hadid and Bradley Cooper 
‘share a similar sense of humour’
Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Gigi Hadid and Bradley 
Cooper “have a lot in com-

mon”.
The 28-year-old model and 

Bradley, 48, were recently spot-
ted together in New York City, 

and in spite of their 20-year 
age gap, the celebrity duo 

actually have quite a lot in 
common.

An insider told Us 
Weekly: “They’re both 
single parents to a 
young daughter and 
they share a similar 
sense of humour.”

Gigi  has  Khai , 
three, with ex-boy-
friend Zayn Malik, 
while Bradley has 

Lea, six, with Irina Shayk.
The source has revealed that 

the model has “no intention of 
introducing Khai to anybody 
she dates unless she’s in a fully 
committed relationship”.

Despite this, Gigi remains 
“open to the idea of getting to 

know [Bradley] better”.
Gigi and the Hollywood star 

have “been out a couple of 
times” after meeting through a 
mutual friend.

But the insider added that it’s 
“far too early to know where 
things might be headed”.

Will Smith and his wife Jada Pinkett Smith

Arnold Schwarzenegger

Lana Del Rey

Gigi Hadid and Bradley Cooper

Prince Harry and Meghan with their kids
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DIAMOND PROFESSIONAL CONTRACTING 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36171202 or info@diapro.com
ALAHLAM TECHNICAL & CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICES has a vacancy for the occupation 
of PAINTER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17785335 or HAMED_996@HOTMAIL.COM
NATIONAL EXCAVATING EST. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39455537 or 
NEEWLL@BATELCO.COM.BH
Bloom Secure Co. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17710506 or 
MOHAMMED.J551@GMAIL.COM
SSP Bahrain WLL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17210389 or tomas@
sspbahrain.com
ROAST W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COFFEE SERVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39406006 or 
BH.ROAST@GMAIL.COM
MULTIPOINT CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33159624 or 
AFZAL.MULTIPOINT@GMAIL.COM
HAWJAR BEAUTY SALON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39828100 or 
DANAALGHANIM773@GMAIL.COM
SUN RISE BEST SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33452803 or 
NOMIRAO5412@GMAIL.COM
AECOM Middle East Limited Foreign 
Branches Company has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SENIOR QUANTITY SURVEYOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39204877 or ali.qattan@AECOM.COM
INTERIOR FLAIR BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35609200 or IIBRARBH1212@GMAIL.COM
KIMSHEALTH HOSPITAL B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
PHYSIOTHERAPIST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33307994 or hussain.
alali@royalbhrn.com
ALFATEH TRADING COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALES WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36815173 or sherif_moh2000@yahoo.com
TUI NA TRADITIONAL MASSAGE has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASSEUR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36554433 or MARYAM.AEA@GMAIL.COM
A G DYNAMICS SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FITTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38205373 or 
info@agulfdynamics.com
KMA INTERIORS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 65007309 or 
KMAINTERIORSWLL@GMAIL.COM
ELITE FACILITY MANAGEMENT CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17382228 or MUSTAFA@
ELITEFMC.COM
RIFFA PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TECHNICAL LIBRARY 
SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39041320 or AGTRAVELSBAHRAIN@
GMAIL.COM
WHITE FALCON PRIVATE SECURITY 
SERVICES Co. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39405504 or 
WORLDSERVICES1988@GMAIL.COM
Island Technology Construction Co. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MASON, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17483034 or RAJANSHARMA@ARABINTL.
COM
OTSEN SERVICES COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17227206 or 
WESTERNBAHRAIN2021@GMAIL.COM
DELTA SUPPORT SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33999840 or Hr@DELTA-SS.ME
GREEN STAR ISRAR GARAGE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33645871 or 
RAKHA813@GMAIL.COM
CLOUD ELECTROMECHANICAL COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17125256 or INFOCLOUDEMS@
GMAIL.COM

FIVE HAND BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34111343 or ADHIMALGHALI1968@
GMAIL.COM
IZHLANI GARAGE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33314989 or ABDULLAH.
ALESSA.2212@GMAIL.COM
2 R S A SPORTS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33024524 or ARUN_
CAD_3@HOTMAIL.COM
KHALID BUTT ADVERTISEMENT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38027554 or 
KHALIDBUTT2200@GMAIL.COM
HANKO W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32388017 or 
HARITHA310889@GMAIL.COM
TUFAIL SECOND HAND SPARE PARTS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33667925 or MUHAMMADTUTLFAIL6789@
GMAIL.COM
MUHAMMAD ASIM CLEANING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33665715 or 
WASEEMWAQAR529@GMAIL.COM
M3D CONSULTANCY BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34179580 or FRIEND.
BEST2013@GMAIL.COM
ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C CLOSED has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17551111 or 
VIJESH.NAIR@HAJIHASSAN.COM
ORIENTAL PRESS B.S.C CLOSED has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MACHINE 
OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17501000 or ORIENTAL@
ORIENTALPRESS.COM
INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES COMPANY LTD 
has a vacancy for the occupation of ASSISTANT 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17727662 or Personnel@intercol.com
Relay Engineering Limited has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ELECTRICAL TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17213958 or ANDREW.WRANKMORE@
RELAY-ENGINEERIN.COM
ALFATEHEEN TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17006036 or info@
alfateheen.com
GULF AGENCY CO. BAHRAIN W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SYSTEM 
ANALYST, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17339777 or admin.bahrain@GAC.COM
MOHAMED SALAHUDDIN CONSULTING 
ENGINEERING BUREAU W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ASSISTANT MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17216777 or aizel@MSCEB.COM
BADER MAINTENANCE & CONSTRUCTION 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17300455 or FARIDA.BADER@GMAIL.
COM
SIYANA INDUSTRIAL SERVICES & SIAM 
SCAFFOLDS- SIMPLE COMMANDITE 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation of 
PIPEFITTER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17552722 or SIAM7373@BATELCO.
COM.BH
Alnosaif Contracting & Excavation Co. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37111743 or JAFFAR.ALNOSAIF@GMAIL.COM
LULU MAINTENANCE, CLEANING AND 
CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17720648 or INFO@LCMWLL.COM
PANORAMA CONTRACTING & ENGINEERING 
SERVI has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17729935 or AHMED@PANORAMABH.COM
KPMG/FAKHRO. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of AUDITOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17224807 or 
ebrahimahmed@kpmg.com
MAKKA BAKERY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36122296 or 
ehsanhubail@gmail.com
NATIONAL EXCAVATING EST. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39455537 or 
NEEWLL@BATELCO.COM.BH
NASSER ABD MOHAMMED B.S.C(CLOSED) 
has a vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17700888 or NASSERAB@BATELCO.

COM.BH
BAHRAIN COFFEE BREWERS COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of COFFEE SERVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39379127 or akram@
foodvestholding.com
MOHAMMAD UZZAL MIAH MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTANCY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36103555 or 
IBRAHIMKHAN79130@GMAIL.COM
MOHAMMED MIRZA ALSAMAHIJI SONS 
Trading W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39452662 or TAWEELJAMAL@GMAIL.
COM
ALFAYEZ UPHOLSTERY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of UPHOLSTERER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33022299 or 
SAMEERALFAYEZ99@HOTMAIL.COM
ALMASHAT SALON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of HAIR DRESSER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36852221 or 
SAMEERALFAYEZ99@HOTMAIL.COM
TRADERS VICS CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of RECEPTIONIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17586906 or 
TARIQ.SHARIF@RITZCARLTON.COM
RED COLLAR PET SALOON has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39022720 or mn2444@
hotmail.com
SEVEN INTERNATIONAL WALLS 
CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39619192 or KHADIJA.
HASSANJUMAA@GMAIL.COM
BREAK BY LOFTY DONUTS has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17714174 or 
HBOKHMAS@BATELCO.COM.BH
Bahrain Electromechanical Services Co. 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39940152 or BEMCO@BATELCO.
COM.BH
WADI ALMELOK GENTS SALON has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33323737 or 
JSARHAN123@GMAIL.COM
RAZAN CAFETERIA has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39670099 or 
K.HAMADA@NPRA.GOV.BH
MARBLE RESTORATION CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39468574 or aqeel@basma.com.bh
ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C CLOSED has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MASON, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17551111 or 
VIJESH.NAIR@HAJIHASSAN.COM
THE RITZ - CARLTON BAHRAIN HOTEL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SERVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17580000 or 
rc.bahrz.hr@ritzcarlton.com
KASHMIR BEAUTY SALOON W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38858406 or 
RIZWANRIAZ138@GMAIL.COM
KHOKHA CONSTRUCT FLOATING 
STRUCTURES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34088031 or FIZZY.BH@
GMAIL.COM
BLUE SAND SUPPORT FACILITIES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36041960 or BLUESANDWLL@GMAIL.COM
AMAIS SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36138761 or 
SHAHEENNAZ030@GMAIL.COM
OIL B AUTO REPAIR has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33008444 or 
ADELMERCURY63@GMAIL.COM
ALL DAY CONSTRUCTION OF FLOATING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34238690 or MUHAMMADAZHER3@
GMAIL.COM
AHMED MOHAMMED HASAN SHEHABI 
ESTABLISHMENT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37114113 or 
AHMEDSHEHABIGARAGE@HOTMAIL.COM
MANSOURI MANSIONS HOTEL W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17728144 or Employment@hasanmansouri.com
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17268111 or 
HRD1@macbh.com
GULF DOOR RESTAURANT has a vacancy 

for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39656645 or 
MEME_999_MEME@HOTMAIL.COM
Minds United pc Maintenance has a 
vacancy for the occupation of COMPUTER 
PROGRAMMER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36360904 or jalal3155@gmail.com
SAZ CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33994476 or khalid111@
gmail.com
GARLIC BROASTED - BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17777777 or HASH2H2@
GMAIL.COM
ABU SHUJAA BUILDING MATERAIL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33441542 or 
VIBRANT.SAMEER@GMAIL.COM
PUNJAB CITY CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39252020 or SHAREF.
WORKS@GMAIL.COM
DESICORE DESIGN W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39655686 or 
FADHELSALAMGAS@GMAIL.COM
B2B TRADING W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33066204 or 
NAVEEDTANOLI94@GMAIL.COM
SEA BIRD MECHANICAL AND MARINE 
CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MECHANICAL FITTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17273133 or 
SIAM7373@BATELCO.COM.BH
ALMA BEAUTY SALON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39465637 or shaker645@
hotmail.com
FAB U LOOKS BEAUTY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77037703 or 
E.AMEERI@GMAIL.COM
ABU ADNAN FOR RESTAURANTS AND 
HOTELS EQUIPMENTS CO.W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36699109 or 
info@abu-adnan.com
AL BAAHEYA LADIES SALOON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39841111 or 
FATIHAGHAZAOUI65@LIVE.COM
MAJID AL FUTTAIM HYPERMARKETS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33587008 or LJACOB@
MAFCARREFOUR.COM
Farsana Construction S P C has a vacancy for 
the occupation of DRIVER(FORKLIFT), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39829689 or 
FARSANABAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
A J M KOOHEJI GROUP BSC CLOSED has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ASSISTANT 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17403304 or lmra@AJMKOOHEJI.COM
EBRAHIM KHALIL KANOO CO. 
B.S.C.CLOSED has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CAR WASHER/CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17262262 or hr.s@
ekkanoo.com.bh
ALKULAIB CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DATA ENTRY OPERATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77131005 or A87A@HOTMAIL.COM
ALYAMAMA HOUSE FOR CLEANING 
CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17345569 or 
YAMAMAHOUSE1@GMAIL.COM
GHAZI  KHEEL RECLAMATION 
CONSSTRUCTION has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33552857 or 
GHAZIKHEEL1958@GMAIL.COM
COMSIP AL A ALI W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17773006 or AURELIEN.
CHAUSSY@VINCI-ENERGIES.COM
Wajda International Technology Services 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CONSULTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17410567 or wits.bh@wajdagroup.me
AREEBA SECOND HAND GOODS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37126333 or 
NABEEL0203@HOTMAIL.COM
AL KOOHEJI ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 
& CONSTRUCTION WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17701711 or lmra@kecc.me
IDEAL GROUP FOR SERVICES AND 
MAINTAINANCE CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 

applicants can contact 77902525 or info@
idealgroup.me
Chicken time cafeteria has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SANDWICHES MAKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39122259 or 
ALWANI00@HOTMAIL.COM
Raidan meat factory has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39913377 or RAIDAN.
RST@GMAIL.COM
POWER TECH DEVELOPMENT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FITTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34010755 or 
gm@powertechdevelopment.com
AL QAYAM ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENTS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17262217 or ALQAYAMELECTRIC@
GMAIL.COM
ALLIED MIDDLE EAST W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SCAFFOLDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17534926 or 
METEIB_ALHAMMAM@YAHOO.COM
NAREES BUILDMASTERS CONTRACTING 
has a vacancy for the occupation of PAINTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34501667 or human.resources.ngc@gmail.com
Venice has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CHEF, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39444991 or OFFICE.VENICE@GMAIL.COM
ASFI CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39464122 or ROYAL_
SIMO@HOTMAIL.COM
THE DOMAIN HOTEL AND SPA W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of ROOM 
ATTENDANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 16000000 or FATEMA@
THEDOMAINHOTELS.COM
MOROOJ MAY CAFETRIA has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37381111 or 
FOODWORD.WLL@GMAIL.COM
Infofix computer has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33519006 or 
MAHDIBZ755@GMAIL.COM
CPC GENERAL TRADING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 13314464 or 
HALJAMRI6@GMAIL.COM
NEW MARYAM PIZZA has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33004530 or 
AFZAALBAJWA777@GMAIL.COM
SUPER PAINTS EST has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39474471 or 
SUPERPAINTBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
AFRICA FABRICA TAILORING AND TEXTILES 
has a vacancy for the occupation of TAILOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35037618 or ASMAAASHI@HOTMAIL.COM
BU SARWA AIR CONDITION AND 
REFRIGERATOR WORKSHOP has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33694867 or 
WALEEDBANGASH1967@GMAIL.COM
LILY'S MENS SALON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39770001 or SAJIDAH.
ALDORAZI95@GMAIL.COM
AL TARIQ GENTS TAILORING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33862221 or 
USMAN.5551@HOTMAIL.COM
ANFAL TAILORING AND EMBROIDERY 
Partnership Co. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of EMBROIDERER(CLOTHES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39463565 or ARM526678@GMAIL.COM
CAPITAL TOWER CONTRACTING company 
partnership owned by hasan abd has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77140192 or 
BOB_200420@HOTMAIL.COM
ALSAATI CONTRACTING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17256580 or KHULOOD.
ALSAATI@HOTMAIL.COM
A - KARIM ALJAHROMI CONTRACTING 
COMPANY WLL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17831000 or AKJCONT@
BATELCO.COM.BH
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17400407 or 
proffice@almoayyedcg.com
PLANNERS GROUP INTERNATIONAL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SHIP RIGGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17532010 or m.vishal@exibah.com
AL RAFEEQ TOWER EXCAVATION WLL has 
a vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 

39000116 or MOSAWI67@HOTMAIL.COM
Nettworksy Technologies Co WLL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ADMINISTRATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39856355 or MITHUN@NETTWORKSY.COM
AL MEARAJ RESTAURANT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39446771 or 
EBRAHIMEXP123@GMAIL.COM
BURGER EXPRESS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36020030 or 
sagaburger@gmail.com
ALZAHRA  BUILDING MATERIALS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER(HEAVY 
VEHICLE), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17217417 or BUYUSRA@GMAIL.COM
AL KOOHEJI ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 
& CONSTRUCTION WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17701711 or lmra@kecc.me
FAAS TAILORING OF MAGHRABI JALABIYAT 
has a vacancy for the occupation of TAILOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33554838 or SALAHMOHAMMED208@GMAIL.
COM
CYTOVIVE MEDICAL W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALES SPECIALIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37749090 or 
HOUDA_A1@YAHOO.COM
JARIR MARKETING BAHRAIN W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17212572 or SM-1501@
JARIRBOOKSTORE.COM
Wyndham Garden W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLERK(FRONT OFFICE), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66316666 or 
mohammed@panoramabh.com
SPANISH AND ARABIC WORLD CENTER 
FOR EDUCATION has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SECRETARY GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39036928 or 
NIURKAGG67@YAHOO.ES
NASIR ALI CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35616128 or 
ANS950098@GMAIL.COM
Salience Bahrain W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CONSULTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17580945 or IVAN@
SALIENCECONSULTING.AE
Agile Arabia Co. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38990302 or ASHRAF@
AGILEARABIA.CO.UK
COOL KIT CENTRAL AIRCONDITIONING 
PLANT REPAIRE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MECHANIC (AIR-
CONDITIONING), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 77088800 or SERVICE@
COOLKITSERVICE.COM
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36509129 or info@magicshinebh.com
D 4 H PRINTING CO W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33509002 or SHEMI.
SAMEER@GMAIL.COM
COMSIP AL A ALI W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17773006 or AURELIEN.
CHAUSSY@VINCI-ENERGIES.COM
ALLO BEIRUT FOR FOOD AND DRINKS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17225321 or 
ALSEBEA2002@GMAIL.COM
ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C CLOSED has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MASON, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17551111 or 
VIJESH.NAIR@HAJIHASSAN.COM
GREEN VISTA LANDSCAPING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MANAGER (PROJECT), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17786614 or SALES@VISTABH.COM
Athmar Karzakan Cafeteria W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(JUICE 
& SANDWICHES), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 37141515 or HASSAN1968BH@
GMAIL.COM
MUSTAFA TRADITONAL BAKER BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33744012 or ALAMAL.
POOLS@GMAIL.COM
NAGRA CARGO HANDLING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36208868 or 
ajmalnagra1122@GMAIL.COM
AgileArabia General Trading and 
equipments Rental Co. W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38383926 or 
agilearabia@gmail.com
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SUPER GATE MAINTENANCE  AND 
CLEANING has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ERECTOR-STEEL-(CONSTRUCTION), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36006364 or 
HU33SSAIN@YAHOO.COM
ARCAL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ALUMINIUM TECHNICIAN (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17701900 or hrd@arcal.biz
AL MUKHTAR GENERAL TRADING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39843909 or 
ELYA.H@HOTMAIL.COM
DARAK BUILDING CLEANING SERVICES 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36686330 or HKSNOOS@GMAIL.COM
EL PATRON FAST FOOD RESTAURANT has 
a vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17404104 or MOHD.ELPATRON@GMAIL.COM

FABTECH INDUSTRIES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(METAL 
CLEANING), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36288848 or idawani@fabtechbahrain.com
METRIC MODERN CONSTRUCTION has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASON, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17668584 or 
mmcrobin@gmail.com
TAYYAB SUPER FINE INTERIOR 
DECORATION CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35413541 or 
WAHEED1501@GMAIL.COM
Sweet Spot Cafe has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(JUICE & 
SANDWICHES), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39956570 or FADHUL1015@
GMAIL.COM
ASPANGJ MANUFACTURING CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER 
(FINANCIAL AFFAIRS), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39993879 or raffi.
spenjian@hotmail.com

D.HAUS W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 13623333 or syedfarhaan@
envestlimited.com
MAM WASHER LAUNDRY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34396268 or 
ZAINABAMD@HOTMAIL.COM
SLIDE SPACE ADVERTISING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37749061 or 
MRMJANNATUL@GMAIL.COM
3Lines restaurant S P C has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17600114 or sadeq.
hasan@gnj-group.com
FOOD INNOVATION CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of FOOD SERVICE 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 77660137 or HR.FOODINNOVATION@
FAKHRO.COM
SHAHEEN FOOD STUFF has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 

applicants can contact 33940707 or RIZWAN@
SHAHEENFOODSTUFF.COM
TECHNO PAK  CONTRACTING CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39245981 or 
ZAHEERABBAS1283@GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN COOL TRADING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35975270 or ADEEARASHEED@GMAIL.COM
GBL GROUP W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ARTIST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36003001 or hr.admin@
gbl-group.co
AL MANAR BAKERIES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37722722 or 
almanarbakery@almanarbakery.com
STONE TREASURE BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38840231 or 
MUHAMMADMOHSIN283@GMAIL.COM

FAST FREIGHT SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34114694 or 
BHFASTFREIGHT@GMAIL.COM
A - KARIM ALJAHROMI CONTRACTING 
COMPANY WLL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17831000 or AKJCONT@
BATELCO.COM.BH
RAAZJI MUHARRAQ RESTAURANT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CHEF, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17230101 or accounts@EATCORP.COM
TWO BROTHERS AUTO SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66969961 or dxb.alrais@gmail.com
BADER MAINTENANCE & CONSTRUCTION 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SERVICEMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17300455 or FARIDA.BADER@GMAIL.
COM
SAPPHIRE INDUSTRIES COMPANY W.L.L 

has a vacancy for the occupation of WELDER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38383956 or LAICY@SAPPHIREBH.COM
HANS INTERIORS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39627664 or 
interiorhans7@gmail.com
FRSAN PALACE HOTEL CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MANICURIST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17295555 or samuigroup.bh@gmail.com
AL ASSAD INTERIOR DECORATION CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35338470 or ALIMRAN.BH001@GMAIL.COM
EMILS MINI MART W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33923307 or MAHMOOD.
ALSAMMAK0@GMAIL.COM
TAKAMUL SERVICES CO ( TASCO ) W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17344107 or MAJAJ101@HOTMAIL.COM
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CONTINUED
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Korda holds off Shelton to battle into Shanghai semi-finals
AFP | Shanghai

Sebastian Korda reached his 
first Masters semi-final as he 

held his nerve to tame fast-ris-
ing fellow American Ben Shel-
ton 6-7 (10/12), 6-2, 7-6 (8/6) in 
Shanghai yesterday.

The 26th seed finally sealed 
a thrilling quarter-final on his 
sixth match point and plays Po-
land’s 16th seed Hubert Hurk-
acz for a place in Sunday’s final.

The draw has opened up for 
the 23-year-old Korda as he 
closes on a second ATP title.

Top seed Carlos Alcaraz was 
turfed out in the last 16 to follow 
Daniil Medvedev -- beaten by 
Korda -- Holger Rune, Stefanos 
Tsitsipas and Jannik Sinner out 
the exit door.

Korda was more relieved than 
anything else afterwards, having 
let slip five match points in the 
deciding-set tie break.

“It was a super-high level 
from both of us and thrilled to 
get through an especially tricky 
tie break,” said Korda, whose 
father Petr reached two in the 
world and won the Australian 
Open in 1998.

“That’s probably one of the 
biggest things of having a father 
who played tennis -- to kind of 
understand certain moments.

“I think in those certain mo-
ments you got to stay really 
calm. You can have such a big 
lead like that and you could just 
completely panic or get super 
down on yourself and just get 
lost.”

With the court roof closed 
because of rain in Shanghai, 
the first set went to a tie break 
after the young Americans ex-
changed breaks in the 11th and 
12th games.

US Open semi-finalist Shelton, 
who uncorked a serve clocked at 
236 kilometres (150 miles) per 
hour earlier in the set, had Kor-
da on the back foot throughout 
a gripping tie break.

The pressure finally told when 
the recently turned 21-year-old 

Shelton unleashed an ace on his 
fifth set point that Korda could 
only watch whizz by.

Korda recovered to break 
Shelton’s big serve at the start of 
the second set and raced to level 
the quarter-final at one set all.

Korda broke the 19th seed at 
the start of the deciding set and 
then dug himself out of a hole, 
saving three break points to ex-
tend his lead to 3-1 and then  
4-2.

But Korda, whose only pre-
vious ATP title came in 2021 in 
Parma, allowed Shelton back in 
again and they went to another 
tie break.

Korda just about held his 
nerve in the tie break to belated-
ly seal an absorbing encounter 

in just under three hours.
In the first quarter-final, Hur-

kacz similarly fought back to 
defeat unseeded Hungarian Fa-
bian Marozsan 4-6, 6-1, 6-3.

The Shanghai Masters is back 
after four years following the 
pandemic and has witnessed a 
succession of shocks.

There is only one player 
from the world’s top 10 left in 
the draw in the form of sev-
enth-ranked Russian Andrey 
Rublev.

The fifth seed faces 32nd seed 
Ugo Humbert of France in the 
quarter-finals while 18th seed 
Grigor Dimitrov -- who turfed 
out Alcaraz -- plays 22nd seed 
Nicolas Jarry.

Jabeur withdraws after 
reaching Zhengzhou last eight
AFP | Zhengzhou

World number seven Ons 
Jabeur withdrew from 

the Zhengzhou Open ahead of 
her quarter-final against Daria 
Kasatkina, blaming a knee in-
jury that hampered her during 
a hard-fought victory over Lu-
cia Bronzetti yesterday.

Playing with her right knee 
taped, the Tunisian three-time 
Grand Slam finalist failed to 
serve out the victory on three 
occasions and needed five 
match points to move past the 
63rd-ranked Italian Bronzetti 
6-3, 7-6 (7/5) in just under two 
hours.

Shortly after her victory, the 
29-year-old Jabeur announced 
she had to pull out of the tour-
nament, handing Kasatkina a 
walkover into the semi-finals.

Eighth seed Kasatkina beat 
home player Bai Zhuoxuan 
6-2, 6-4.

Having qualified for the WTA 
Finals for a second consecu-
tive year, Jabeur faces a race 
against time to be ready for 
the prestigious season finale, 
which kicks off in Cancun on 
Oct 29.

“I’m so sorry that I have to 
withdraw because my knee is 
not feeling so great. I just want 
to say that I love my time here 
in Zhengzhou and I hopefully I 
can come back next year,” said 
the fourth seed.

A seesaw opening set saw a 
combined five breaks of serve 
but it was Jabeur who carved 
out a 5-2 gap and the Tunisian 

took a one-set lead after 45 
minutes.

The fourth seed earned a 
double-break lead in the sec-
ond set and looked on track 
for a smooth victory when she 
served for the match at 5-2.

But Bronzetti had other ide-
as and snatched the next three 
games, breaking Jabeur twice 
to level the frame for five-all, 
saving a match point along the 
way.

Jabeur stopped the bleed-
ing as she used her signature 
drop shot to maximum effect 
to break Bronzetti and put her-
self in position to serve for the 
win for a third time.

Still the North African could 
not close it out as Bronzetti 
saved three more match points 
and broke serve on a Jabeur 
double-fault to take the set 
into a tie-break.

Postecoglou ‘gave up’ on fight to change Australian football
AFP | London

Tottenham manager Ange 
Postecoglou says he “gave 

up” the fight to transform Aus-
tralian football, speaking of his 
intense frustrations as he bat-
tled to raise the profile of the 
sport in his home country.

The former Australia men’s 
boss, who has taken Spurs to 
the top of the Premier League 
table since taking over in July, 

is pessimistic about the state of 
the game in the nation despite 

its recent hosting of the Wom-
en’s World Cup, at which the 
Matildas finished fourth.

Postecoglou said the Asian 
Cup win he masterminded on 
home soil in 2015 “didn’t make 
an impact back there and that 
was kind of my frustration”.

“When you look at what the 
Matildas did at the World Cup, 
unbelievable, but you still won’t 
see an influx of resources to the 
game. You won’t. I guarantee it,” 

he added ahead of Australia’s 
friendly match against England 
at Wembley on Friday.

“They’ll build stadiums and 
other codes will use them. I just 
don’t think the nation as a whole 
has that inside them to under-
stand you can make an impact 
on the world of football but it 
requires a kind of nationalistic 
approach that I just don’t think 
Australians -- at their core -- are 
really interested in.”

Bahrain Deaf Sports Federation unveils Deaf Futsal League
TDT | Manama

The Bahrain Deaf Sports 
Federation announced the 

launch of the highly anticipat-
ed Deaf Futsal League, which 
marks a significant milestone 
for the federation since its es-
tablishment in 2019.

The event is set to kick off on 
October 20 at Shaikh Isa bin 
Rashid Hall D.

In a press conference held at 

The K Hotel on Tuesday, key 
details of the league were un-
veiled, including the number 
of participating players and the 
entities supporting the event. 

The conference was attend-
ed by figures such as Basem 
Almuathen, Chairman of the 
Board of Directors, Jassim 
Hasan Mubarak, Vice Chair-
man, Khalid Mohammed Al-
hasan, Secretary General, Shai-
kh Ahmed bin Khalifa Al Khal-

ifa, Executive Director, and Isa 
Abbas, the Deaf National Team 
Coach. 

The event was also graced 
by the presence of numerous 
press, media, and sports account 
members.

During the conference, Basem 
Almuathen emphasized that 
the launch of the Deaf Futsal 
League aligns with the feder-
ation’s goals and plans for the 
year, serving as the first of many 

leagues, events, and activities to 
be organised in the near future. 

Jassim Hasan Mubarak shed 
light on the federation’s strate-
gic objectives and plans.

Shaikh Ahmed bin Khalifa 
Al Khalifa emphasized that all 
players in the league belong to 
the deaf category, and assured 
that the league’s organising 
committee is fully prepared to 
deliver a remarkable inaugural 
season.

Ons Jabeur

Ex-PSG boss Galtier takes job in Qatar
AFP | Doha

Former Paris Saint-Germain 
coach Christophe Galtier 

has returned to management 
three months after leaving the 
French champions, taking over 
at Qatari side Al Duhail.

Galtier, 57, won the Ligue 1 
title with PSG but lasted just 
one season at the club after a 
poor second half of the cam-
paign.

The final weeks of his reign 
were marred by accusations 
of racism during his previous 
job at Nice. He has vehemently 
denied the accusations but will 
stand trial in December.

At Al Duhail he will inherit a 
squad including former Liver-
pool and Barcelona playmaker 
Philippe Coutinho.

Galtier succeeds Hernan 

Crespo after the club parted 
ways with the ex-Argentina 
international who won the 
league with Al Duhail last 
season.

The Frenchman will face an 
Al Nassr side spearheaded by 
Cristiano Ronaldo and Sadio 
Mane in the Asian Champions 
League group stage later this 
month. Al Duhail have just one 
point from two matches in the 
competition.

Ange Postecoglou

Christophe Galtier

It was a super-high 
level from both of us 

and thrilled to get 
through an especially 

tricky tie break. That’s 
probably one of the 

biggest things of having 
a father who played 
tennis -- to kind of 
understand certain 

moments
SEBASTIAN KORDA
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Sebastian Korda hita a return



De Kock stars as South Africa crush 
go-slow Australia in World Cup

South Africa made 311-7, with Quinton de Kock scoring his second successive century at the World Cup

• Australia lost six 
wickets with just 70 
on the board and were 
eventually dismissed for 
177 with 55 balls to spare

AFP | Lucknow

Quinton de Kock hit his 
second successive cen-
tury at the World Cup 

yesterday as South Africa sent 
five-time champions Australia 
crashing to a 134-run defeat.

After the Proteas had made 
311-7, Australia lost six wickets 
with just 70 on the board and 
then focused solely on attempt-
ing to limit the damage to their 
net run-rate.

They were eventually dis-
missed for 177 with 55 balls to 
spare.

For South Africa, it was a sec-
ond win in two games while 
Australia have lost both of their 
matches.

“I’d be really greedy if I said 
there were areas to improve, a 
near-perfect game with the bat, 
and with the ball,” said South 
Africa captain Temba Bavuma.

Australia skipper Pat Cum-
mins admitted his team had been 
“well off the mark”.

He added: “Not much needs 
to be said tonight, everyone’s 
hurting.”

Australia, who lost by six 
wickets to India in their opener, 
saw five catches dropped when 
South Africa batted.

Their mood did not improve 
once they began chasing a 312-
run target, losing wickets on a 
regular basis as South Africa’s 
fast bowlers ripped through 
their top order.

Marco Jansen and Lungi Ngi-
di sent back openers Mitchell 
Marsh (seven) and David Warn-
er (13) before Kagiso Rabada 
took three quick wickets.

Rabada had Steve Smith lbw 
controversially on review for 19, 
clean-bowled Josh Inglis for five 
and had Marcus Stoinis smart-
ly caught down the legside by 
wicketkeeper De Kock, also for 
five.

Australia were unhappy with 
the decision as Stoinis appeared 
to have his hand off the bat when 
the ball brushed his glove on its 
way to De Kock.

In between, off-spinner Ke-
shav Maharaj claimed danger-
man Glenn Maxwell off his own 
bowling as the Australian nick-
named “The Big Show” suffered 
stage fright and was out for just 
three.

With the match virtually lost, 
Australia went into damage lim-
itation, hoping to ease the dam-
age to their run rate with still 
seven pool matches to play in the 
marathon event.

At the halfway stage of 25 
overs, they had crept to 95-6 be-
fore Marnus Labuschagne (46) 
and Mitchell Starc (27) put on 
69 for the seventh wicket.

They fell in the space of sev-
en balls before the innings col-
lapsed with leg-spinner Tabraiz 
Shamsi wrapping up the tail.

Dropped catches 
Earlier, 30-year-old De Kock 

reached his 19th ODI hundred off 

90 balls with eight fours and five 
sixes having also made a century 
in South Africa’s opening win 
over Sri Lanka.

De Kock, who will retire from 
international cricket at the end 
of the tournament, was batting 
in familiar surroundings at the 
Ekana Stadium where he plays 
in the IPL for the Lucknow Super 
Giants.

He was eventually dismissed 
for 109, bowled by off-spinner 
Maxwell while trying to reverse 
sweep in the 35th over.

South Africa were on 197-3 
when De Kock departed before 
Aiden Markram then took up 
the charge.

Having made the fastest 
World Cup century off just 49 
balls in the win over Sri Lanka, 
Markram raced to 56, making 
the most of being dropped by 
Cummins when he had made 
just a single.

It was a miserable day in the 
field for Australia as Bavuma 
was also dropped twice on 19 
and 32.

Marsh dropped Virat Kohli in 
their opening game when the 
Indian star was on 12. Kohli went 
on to make a match-winning  
85.

Bavuma’s luck ran out on 35 
when he was caught at midwick-
et by Warner off Maxwell.

With De Kock, the skipper put 
on 108 for the first wicket.

Once Markram was dismissed 
by Cummins, the Proteas saw 
Jansen (26) and David Miller 
(17) take them past the 300 mark.

Both Miller  and Jansen 
fell in the final over, a dou-
ble-wicket maiden bowled by  
Starc.

They should have been dis-
missed in the penultimate over 
when Starc dropped Miller and 
Stoinis gave Jansen a lifeline, 
both off Cummins.

Stoinis dismissal ‘confusing’, says 
Labuschagne after record Australia loss

AFP | Lucknow

Marnus Labuschagne said 
the TV umpire’s decision 

to give Marcus Stoinis out 
caught behind during Aus-
tralia’s record-breaking World 
Cup defeat by South Africa 
yesterday was “confusing”.

Stoinis was dismissed for 
five, caught down the leg-side 
off Kagiso Rabada, to leave 
Australia 70-6 in their doomed 
chase of 312 to win.

Labuschagne was at the oth-
er end and said the players in 
the middle were bemused by 
the decision, with some re-
plays appearing to show the 
ball hit Stoinis’ glove while it 
was off the bat.

“It was certainly confusing 

and I’m sure we’ll get clarity or 
we’re going to seek for clarity 
because it’s a World Cup and 
we don’t want small decisions 
that can be avoided to change 
the outcomes of games,” said 
Labuschagne, who was later 
out for 46 as Australia were 
thrashed by 134 runs to slip to 
a second straight group-stage 
loss.

“Obviously in the situation 
we’re in it’s hard to say that it 
was going to change the out-
come but for the future you 
certainly want to make sure we 
get them right.”

Steve Smith also looked un-
happy at being given out lbw, 
although the Hawkeye sys-
tem showed the ball, also from 
Rabada, was crashing into leg 
stump.

Former world MotoGP champion Marquez to join Gresini Racing
AFP | Lombok

Marc Marquez will join 
Ducati satellite team 

Gresini Racing for the 2024 
season, the team said yester-
day, days after it was announced 
he would leave Honda, where 
he won six world MotoGP  
titles.

“The Gresini Family is pleased 
to announce the arrival of Marc 
Marquez for the 2024 season,” 
the team said in a statement on 
the MotoGP website.

“Starting next season, he will 
be the new standard bearer of 
Gresini Racing MotoGP along-
side his brother Alex,” it said.

The 30-year-old Spaniard, 
who has been hampered by in-

jury since the start of the 2020 
season, had one year left on a 

four-year deal with Honda.
Both parties agreed to go their 

separate ways a year early.
“I’m excited about this new 

challenge. It wasn’t an easy de-
cision because it’s a big change 
in every way,” Marquez said in 
the statement.

“But sometimes in life, it’s 
important to get out of your 
comfort zone and put yourself 
through the paces in order to 
keep growing.”

Gresini owner Nadia Pado-
vani said it was “a historical mo-
ment” for the team.

“The fact that Marc Marquez 
chose to race with us in the up-
coming season is absolutely fan-
tastic and I’m extremely happy 
to be able to make it official,” 
she said.

Bagnaia expects intense fight for MotoGP lead in Indonesia
AFP | Lombok

Championship leader Franc-
esco Bagnaia said yesterday 

he expected an intense battle at 
this weekend’s Indonesia Mo-
toGP to stay at the top of the 
standings, with rival Jorge Mar-
tin only three points behind.

Martin, of Ducati satellite 
team Pramac, reduced the Ital-
ian’s lead with six races left after 
winning a Japan MotoGP cut 
short by rain this month.

“I think we can be competi-
tive. The fight will be intense,” 
Ducati’s Bagnaia, 26, said before 

the race at Pertamina Mandalika 
International Circuit.

“I feel good honestly, I think 
all the races in front of us are 
good for me,” he told a news 
conference.

The Spaniard had already 
narrowed the gap in the previ-
ous race in India after his rival 
catastrophically crashed out just 
over halfway through the race.

“We are so close now in the 
battle. I think my mentality will 
be the same, trying to win, trying 
to win races,” he told reporters.

“Hopefully we can keep the 
momentum.”

The crash in India wasn’t Bag-
naia’s first of the season, having 
come off at high speed at the 
Catalunya MotoGP at the start of 
September in a pile-up that also 
injured Italy’s Marco Bezzecchi.

The race will be just one of the 
few left at Honda for six-time 
world MotoGP champion Marc 
Marquez after it was announced 
yesterday that he will join Duca-
ti satellite team Gresini Racing 
for the 2024 season.
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Francesco Bagnaia

Not much needs to be 
said tonight, everyone’s 

hurting. We were well 
off the mark. If we want 

to be challenging for 
this tournament you’ve 

got to adapt to all 
conditions

PAT CUMMINS

Scorecard

South Africa 311 for 7(De Kock 
109, Markram 56) beat Australia 
177 (Labuschagne 46, Rabada 3-33) 
by 134 runs

Marcus Stoinis seeks clarification from Joel Wilson after being adjudged

Repsol Honda Team’s Marc Marquez rides during a race

South Africa’s Quinton de Kock (R) plays a shot

Quinton de Kock, who 
will retire from inter-
national cricket at the 

end of the tournament, 
was batting in familiar 

surroundings at the 
Ekana Stadium where 
he plays in the IPL for 

the Lucknow Super 
Giants

KNOW WHAT



Attieh goes atop leaderboard
• Khalid Attieh cards 
seven-under-par 65 
over first 18 holes to 
lead countryman Ali 
Sakha by three shots

• Yousif Al Janahi ends 
first day as top-ranked 
Bahraini participant

TDT | Manama

Khalid Attieh from Saudi 
Arabia ascended to the top 

of the leaderboard yesterday 
after a sensational first round 
of play in the fifth Bahrain Am-
ateur Open golf championship, 
currently taking place at the 
Royal Golf Club.

Attieh carded a seven-un-
der-par 65 over the opening 18 
holes to take a three-shot lead 
into day two today.

Countryman Ali Sakha fol-
lowed in second place with a 
four-under 68 score, while a 
further shot back on three-un-
der-par 69 was Saleh Al Kaabi 
of Qatar.

Attieh’s round yesterday fea-
tured seven birdies, including 
four on the back nine, with no 
bogeys. Sakha had six birdies 
but bogeyed the 15th and 18th 
holes to drop him back.

Al Kaabi registered four suc-
cessive birdies from the 10th to 
13th holes but couldn’t finish 
his day strong as he played a 
bogey on the 18th.

A field of 100 amateur play-
ers from all over the world are 

competing in the 54-hole, in-
dividual stroke play event, in-
cluding top names from across 
the region and the Kingdom’s 
leading national team golfers.

In tied-fourth place were Ali 
Al Shahrani and Mousa Sha-
na’ah of Jordan on one-under-
par 71 scores, while in sixth 
was Jake Wiltshire from the UK 
with an even par 72.

Four players were tied-sev-
enth with a one-shot-over 73, 
including Britain’s Marcus 
Dutton, the UAE’s Dan Byrne 
and Jay Mullane, and Yousif Al 
Janahi, Bahrain’s top-ranked 
golfer after day one.

Four other Bahrainis were 
tied-12th, three shots over par, 
including Yaseen Le Falher, Fa-
had Al Hakam, Nasser Yaqoob 
Saleh and Khalifa Al Kaabi.

Former champion Khalifa Al 
Meraisi was amongst five play-
ers in tied-19th, and defending 
champion Ahmed Al Zayed was 
amongst another five in tied-
24th.

Day two is scheduled to be 
held today, with the first group 
teeing off at 7am. A cut will be 

made at the end of the second 
round’s action for the leading 
45 gross scores and ties.

The competition, which is 
a World Amateur Golf Rank-
ings (WAGR) event, also acts as 
a qualifier for the 2023 King 
Hamad Trophy, set to take place 
23 to 25 November at the same 
Colin Montgomerie-designed 
18-hole championship course.

This year—following the 
mega announcement of the 
first-ever Bahrain Champi-
onship on the 2024 DP World 
Tour, also known as the PGA 
European Tour—the Bahrain 
Amateur Open offers an addi-
tional bonus.

The tournament ’s over-
all winner plus the leading 
Bahraini amateur will come 
away with spots at the Bahrain 
Championship, scheduled to 
take place 1 to 4 February next 
year with a US$2.5million prize 
fund. The winner of the King 
Hamad Trophy as well as the 
leading Bahraini player will tee 
it up alongside DP World Tour 
Professionals in the much-an-
ticipated tournament.

Golfers prior to teeing off yesterday

Last chance for BIC’s Early Bird 
discount on F1 2024 tickets
• Fantastic Early Bird 
promotion offering up 
to 15 per cent off on F1 
Gulf Air Bahrain Grand 
Prix 2024 tickets to end 
at 11pm on Sunday

TDT | Manama

Bahrain International Circuit 
(BIC) is calling on Formula 1 

fans to act now and take advan-
tage of the last chance to get up 
to 15 per cent off on tickets to 
the F1 Gulf Air Bahrain Grand 
Prix 2024.

BIC is currently running the 
second phase of its Summer 
Early Bird offer for next year’s 
mega race, and only a few days 
remain until the end of this 
promotion period at 11pm on 
Sunday.

The region’s biggest sporting 

and social spectacle is sched-
uled to take place 29 February 
to 2 March at “The Home of 
Motorsport in the Middle East”. 
It will be the season-opening 
round of the 2024 FIA F1 World 
Championship.

Bahrain is hosting its first-ev-
er F1 Saturday night race while 
marking the 20th anniversary 
celebrations of the top flight in 
the Kingdom.

The response to the late-sum-

mer Early Bird offer has been 
tremendous since its launch. 
The discount will not be repeat-
ed, so fans are advised to act 
quickly and book their tickets 
at the circuit’s official website, 
bahraingp.com, or call the BIC 
Hotline on +973-17450000.

Following the complete sell-
out of Bahrain’s historic 2023 
race at BIC, it is never too early 
to secure your F1 seats for the 
2024 event.

Rooney targets Premier League return with Birmingham
AFP | London

Wayne Rooney said he was 
targeting promotion to 

the Premier League “in the near 
future” after being unveiled as 
Birmingham’s new manager on 
Thursday.

The former Manchester 
United star agreed a three-
and-a-half year contract with 
the Championship club on 
Wednesday after leaving Major 

League Soccer side DC United 
at the weekend.

He replaces John Eustace, 
who was sacked despite guiding 

Birmingham to sixth place in 
the early weeks of the season.

Rooney, who was previously 
in charge at Derby from 2020 
to 2022, told a press conference 
at St Andrew’s: “The goal, for 
the club, for myself, is to get 
this club back to the Premier 
League, of course.

“I think there’s a lot of work 
to be done throughout the foot-
ball club. The Premier League is 
where we want to get to.

The F1 Gulf Air Bahrain Grand Prix...motorsport spectacle
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Bahrain outclass Kyrgyzstan in friendly
Mohammed Abdulwahab, Abdulla Al Hashash on target for senior men’s national team in victory

• Both goals scored 
in second half after 
missed opportunity with 
penalty before break

• Bahrainis to return to the 
pitch on Tuesday next week 
against the Philippines

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s senior men’s nation-
al football team defeated their 
counterparts from Kyrgyzstan 

2-0 last night in an international friend-
ly match played at the Shaikh Ali bin 
Mohammed Al Khalifa Stadium at Mu-
harraq Club in Arad.

Mohammed Abdulwahab and sub-
stitute Abdulla Al Hashash scored the 
game’s goals in the second half after a 
goalless opening 45 minutes, during 
which they could not convert a penalty.

The tune-up was the first of two 
friendlies scheduled in the coming 
week for the nationals. They are also set 
to face the Philippines on Tuesday next 
week at the same venue. That game is 
scheduled for a 7pm kick-off.

Tomorrow, the visiting Kyrgyzstan 
and Philippine teams are also set to 
meet in a friendly game at Al Ahli Club 
Stadium in Zinj.

Bahrain are using these friendlies 
as part of their preparations for next 
month’s start to their continental qual-

ification campaign for the FIFA World 
Cup 2026. They will also be competing 
in the next edition of the AFC Asian Cup 
in Doha in January of next year.

Bahrain head coach Juan Antonio 
Pizzi has called up 33 players for the 
two friendlies. 

In last night’s match, he fielded a 
starting 11 of Sayed Mohammed Jaafar, 
Mohammed Adel, Waleed Al Hayyam, 
Amine Hasan, Abdulla Al Khalasi, 
Mohammed Al Hardan, Abdulwahab, 
Komail Al Aswad, Ali Madan, Mahdi 
Humaidan and Abdulla Yusuf.

The Bahrainis opened the scoring in 
the 59th minute through Abdulwahab, 
while Al Hashash came on after the 
break and secured the victory five min-
utes from full time. 

The rest of the team features Moham-

med Marhoon, Moses Atede, Ahmed 
Bughammar, Sayed Dhiya Saeed, Hus-
sain Al Ekri, Hazza Ali, Mohammed 
Abdulqayoom, Jassim Al Shaikh, Ali 
Hassan Saeed, Abdulaziz Khaled, Salem 
Omar, Hamza Al Juban, Mubarak Mo-
hammed, Ahmed Al Sherooqi, Ebrahim 
Al Khattal, Ebrahim Luthfallah, Hus-
sain Abdulkareem, Hamad Al Doseri, 
Salem Hussain, Ebrahim Al Wali and 
Jassim Khelaif. 

Aside from these upcoming tune-
ups, Bahrain are also set to play an 
international friendly against Asian 
powerhouses Australia in January, as 

part of their final lead-up to the Asian 
Cup. The game will be played in Dubai 
on 6 January, just a few days before the 
continental showcase kicks off in Doha 
on 12 January.

For the upcoming FIFA World Cup 
qualifiers, Bahrain will play directly in 
the second of five qualification rounds. 
They are in a competitive Group H 
along with the UAE, and either Yemen 
or Sri Lanka and Nepal or Laos.

For the AFC Asian Cup, Bahrain are 
in Group E in the tournament’s prelim-
inary round along with South Korea, 
Malaysia and Jordan.

Komail Al Aswad competes against Kyrgyzstan Bahrain’s Ali Madan looks to make a play against Kyrgyzstan last night

Bahrain are preparing 
for next month’s start to 
their continental qualifi-
cation campaign for the 

FIFA World Cup 2026. They 
will also be competing in 

the next edition of the AFC 
Asian Cup in Doha in Janu-

ary of next year


