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Benjamin Franklin writes “Nothing 
. . . certain but death & taxes”

1st modern sit-down strike by 
Hormel meat packers in Austin, 

Minnesota

US Supreme court rules race separation 
on buses in Alabama unconstitutional

US spacecraft Voyager 1 sends 
back 1st close-up pictures of 

Saturn during its fly-by
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On Kherson Libera-
tion Day, we honor 

all of our brave men and 
women who resisted 
the occupiers, liberated 
Kherson, and continue 
to work to protect people 
from Russian terror.

@ZelenskyyUa

Over the course of 
generations, South 

Asian Americans have 
woven Diwali traditions 
into the fabric of our na-
tion – symbolizing the 
message of seeking the 
light of wisdom, love, 
and unity over the dark-
ness of ignorance, hate, 
and division.

@POTUS

Diwali becomes even 
more special thanks 

to our cricket team! Con-
gratulations to Team 
India on their fantastic 
victory against the Neth-
erlands! Such an impres-
sive display of skill and 
teamwork. Best wishes 
for the Semis! India is 
elated.

@narendramodi

The moral clarity that 
I was talking about is 

the fact that the Ameri-
can people, through the 
Senate and the Congress, 
and in broad swaths of 
the American public, 
understand that this is 
a battle of civilization 
against barbarism

@IsraeliPM

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u King Charles III  
yesterday led Britain in a two-
minute silence to honour its war dead 
in his first remembrance service 
since being crowned, a day after 
violence marred commemorations. The 
memorial was at the centre of ugly 
confrontations on Saturday, Armistice 
Day, when police scuffled with a group 
of counter-protestors -- opposed to a huge 
pro-Palestinian march -- as they attempted 
to reach the site. Almost 10,000 veterans 
marched past the Cenotaph memorial in 
central London, while thousands more 
members of the public gathered in tribute to 
British and Commonwealth servicemen and women who have died in battle. The 
king, along with Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and opposition Labour leader Keir 
Starmer, laid wreaths on the Cenotaph shortly after the nation fell silent at 11:00 
am (1100 GMT).

u Lebanon has seized more than half a tonne of drugs destined for 
Kuwait, authorities said yesterday, as Beirut seeks to combat narcotics trafficking, 

particularly to Gulf countries. Authorities “seized 
around 800 kilogrammes (1,760 pounds) of drugs” 
bound for Kuwait via the Netherlands, the office of 
Interior Minister Bassam Mawlawi said in a statement 
carried by Lebanon’s official National News Agency 
(NNA). The drugs were “professionally” concealed in 
wooden figures inside a bulletproof box, the statement 

said, without specifying the type of narcotics seized. An 
individual allegedly involved in the trafficking operation 
was arrested, it added.

u Five American service members were killed 
when a military aircraft crashed into the Mediterranean 
during a training exercise, 

the US European Command (EUCOM) said yesterday.  
EUCOM did not specify the type of plane or where it 
was flying from, but the United States has deployed 
a carrier strike group to the area as part of efforts 
to prevent the Israel-Hamas war from spiraling into 
a regional conflict. “During a routine air refueling 
mission as part of military training, a US military 
aircraft carrying five service members suffered a 
mishap and crashed into the Mediterranean Sea. All 
five of the service members onboard the aircraft were 
killed,” EUCOM said in a statement on the November 
10 accident. President Joe Biden, in a statement from 
the White House, paid tribute to the victims, who as he noted died on the weekend 
when Americans annually honor military veterans. “Our service members put 
their lives on the line for our country every day,” Biden said.

Lebanon 
says seized 800 
kilos of Kuwait-
bound drugs

Five US service 
members killed 
in Mediterranean 

plane crash

King Charles III 
leads silence for 
British war dead
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Liability of 
board directors

. The one-year 
limitation 

principle applies 
only if the 

shareholders 
issue the 

“Resolution” 
absolving 

Members. In 
case there is no 

such Resolution, 
for any reason 

whatsoever, the 
limitation period 
shall be extended 
for a term of five 
years. As we can 

see, this indeed 
constitutes a big 

difference.

At the end of the year commercial companies, 
are required by law, to call their shareholders 
for the Annual General Assembly. One of the 

main duties of the Assembly of a joint–stock company 
is to issue a very important “Resolution” absolving all 
Directors from any responsibility in relation to what 
they have done during the year. This “Resolution” is 
normally issued, as part and parcel of other Resolu-
tions to be issued during the Annual Meeting of the 
company. This “Resolution”, we say, is an important 
Resolution because it absolves members of The Board 
from all legal liabilities. In fact, this Resolution works 
as a certificate of good conduct and excellent behavior 
issued by the shareholders to the Board. 

However, such “Resolution” shall not give Members 
of the Board full freedom and immunity in cases of 
gross negligence or criminal offences. In relation to 
this “Resolution” we have to distinguish at this junc-
ture, between the civil liability of Members of the 
Board and their criminal responsibility. In relation 
to civil liability, 
the Resolution ab-
solves them from 
the responsibil-
ity in relation to 
all acts exercised 
during their work, 
except acts of gross 
negligence. This, 
legally speaking, 
means that the 
“Resolution” gives 
partial release or 
“pardon” and not 
full complete re-
lease. Tort-feasors 
shall not rejoice 
and assume that 
they are not ques-
tionable for their 
tortuous wrongdo-
ing and malprac-
tice. 

In connection 
to what we say 
regarding the re-
sponsibility of the 
Board, an interest-
ing question aris-
es, that is to say 
for how long this 
responsibility fol-
lows (the wrong-
doing) Members? 
In other words, can 
a shareholder or a 
third-party lodge a 
claim of negligence 
against a Member 
after, say, five or 
six years. Legal-
ly speaking, the 
civil right to sue 
in cases of gross 
negligence is time- 
barred after one year from the date of the “Resolution” 
absolving Members from liability. This protects them 
from being constantly under the dreadful impression 
that they can be sued at any time. Nobody would like 
to be under such an impression, and this is why the 
Legislature closes the civil right after one year from 
the date of that Resolution. But this is not the end of 
the matter. The one-year limitation principle applies 
only if the shareholders issue the “Resolution” absolv-
ing Members. In case there is no such Resolution, for 
any reason whatsoever, the limitation period shall be 
extended for a term of five years. As we can see, this 
indeed constitutes a big difference.

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of 
the author and do not necessarily reflect the official policy or 
position of the Daily Tribune)

AWARSAMA@WARSAMALC.COM

Gaza patients ‘in streets without care’
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Patients are out “in the streets 
without care” after “forced 
evacuations” of two paediat-

ric hospitals in Gaza, an official in 
the Hamas-held territory said Sun-
day, countering the Israeli army 
which said it secured safe passage 
for civilians.

“The forced evacuations of Al-
Nasr and Rantisi paediatric hos-
pitals have left sick people on the 
streets without care” in Gaza City, 
Mohammed Zaqut, director-gen-
eral of hospitals in the Palestinian 
territory, told reporters.

“We have completely lost 
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  c a r e g i v-
ers” at these two hospitals, he  
added.

Earlier yesterday, the Israeli 
military said it had “enabled the 
evacuation” of the two hospitals 
and opened an additional route to 

facilitate the safe passage of the 
civilian population to the south of 
the Gaza Strip.

Zaqut also described a “cata-

strophic” situation inside Gaza’s 
largest hospital, Al-Shifa, saying 
“no one can enter or leave it” amid 
heavy fighting.

Doctors and aid groups on Satur-
day said two out of 39 babies had 
died in Al-Shifa’s neonatal unit 
after power to their incubators 
was cut off.

“We must save premature ba-
bies,” Zaqut said.

Israel pledged on Saturday to 
help evacuate babies from the fa-
cility, which has been caught in 

Israel’s ground offensive and re-
peatedly hit by strikes.

But Melanie Ward, chief execu-
tive of the group Medical Aid for 
Palestinians, questioned how such 
an evacuation could be undertaken 
safely.

“The transfer of critically ill ne-
onates is a complex and technical 
process,” Ward said.

“With ambulances unable to 
reach the hospital -- particularly 
those with the skills and equip-
ment needed to transfer these 
babies -- and no hospital with ca-
pacity to receive them, there is no 
indication of how this can be done 
safely.”

For days, Al-Shifa officials have 
said that dozens of bodies have 
been abandoned near the hospital 
and in its courtyard.

An Al-Shifa ambulance driver, 
speaking to AFP by telephone, said 
ambulances had come under snip-

er fire while trying to approach 
the bodies.

“We asked to be able to bury 
the bodies, but anyone who goes 
out into the courtyard of Al-Shifa 
hospital gets shot,” Zaqut said.

The Gaza health ministry, he 
added, is “no longer able” to report 
on the dead and injured due to lack 
of access.

According to last toll from the 
ministry released on Friday, more 
than 11,000 people have died in 
Israel’s relentless bombing cam-
paign on the Gaza Strip,  mostly 
civilians and including thousands 
of children.

The military campaign came af-
ter Hamas fighters broke through 
the militarised border with Israel 
on October 7, killing around 1,200 
people, mostly civilians, and tak-
ing about 240 people hostage, ac-
cording to the most recent Israeli 
figures.

Netanyahu tells NBC ‘there could 
be’ potential deal to free hostages
AFP | Washington, United States

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu told US media 

yesterday a deal could be afoot 
to free hostages being held in 
the Gaza Strip, but declined to 
provide details for fear of scut-
tling the potential plan.

“We heard that there was 
an impending deal of this kind 
or of that kind and then we 
learned that it was all hokum. 
But the minute we started the 
ground operation, that began 
to change,” Netanyahu told NBC 
show “Meet the Press.”

Asked whether there is a po-
tential deal to free more of the 
hostages being held by Hamas 
militants, Netanyahu replied: 
“There could be.”

But the leader stopped short 
of providing specifics about any 
plan that might be coming to-
gether to free some or all of the 
239 hostages that Israel says are 

being held captive.
“I think the less I say about 

it, the more I’ll increase the 
chances that it materializes,” 
he said.

A source close to Hamas 
said this week that negoti-
ations have occurred over a 

possible three-day ceasefire in 
exchange for the release of a 
dozen hostages, including six 
Americans, held by the Isla-
mists, but Netanyahu has flatly 
rejected calls for a ceasefire in 
Gaza without the release of the  
hostages.

Israeli jets strike south Lebanon 
after Hezbollah attack: army

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israeli fighter jets pounded Hez-
bollah hideouts in southern 

Lebanon with air strikes yester-
day, after an incoming anti-tank 
missile wounded Israeli civilians 
near the border, the army said.

The Israeli army said “a number 
of civilians were wounded” in the 
anti-tank missile strike near the 
village of Dovev, just half a mile 

(800 metres) from the frontier 
with Lebanon.

In response, “fighter jets struck 
a number of Hezbollah terror tar-
gets” including “military infra-
structure used by Hezbollah to 
direct its terrorist activity”, the 
army said. The Israel Electric Cor-
poration said that the missile from 
Lebanon had “hit employees” who 
were in Dovev to repair power 
lines downed by earlier strikes.

500 dual nationals leave war-torn 
Gaza to Egypt as evacuations resume

AFP | Rafah, Palestinian Territories

Around 500 foreigners and dual 
nationals, as well as several 

wounded Palestinians, were evac-
uated from the Israeli-bombed 
Gaza Strip to Egypt yesterday, re-
ports from both sides of the border 
said.

Some “500 foreign nationals 
from 15 different countries en-

tered Egypt,” an Egyptian security 
official told AFP on condition of 
anonymity.

AlQahera News, an outlet close 
to the Egyptian intelligence ser-
vices, reported the crossing of an 
additional “seven wounded Pal-
estinians” through the terminal.

Rafah is the only crossing out 
of Gaza not controlled by Israel, 
and had been closed on Friday 
and Saturday.

At least 40 Indian workers 
trapped in tunnel collapse

AFP | Dehradun, India

At least 40 construction 
workers were trapped yes-

terday after the road tunnel 
they were building collapsed 
in northern India, with rescu-
ers scrambling to reach them 
beneath piles of debris.

The collapse occurred early 
Sunday morning in the Him-
alayan state of Uttarakhand 
when a group of workers were 
moving out and replacement 
workers were going in.

“About 200 metres (218 
yards) of the tunnel have col-
lapsed,” Durgesh Rathodi, a 
state disaster response official, 
told AFP from the site.

“About 40 to 41 workers are 
trapped inside. Oxygen is be-
ing supplied through the de-
bris, but more rubble is coming 
down as rescuers try to remove 
the obstruction.”

The 4.5-kilometre (2.7-mile) 
tunnel is being constructed 
between Silkyara and Dan-
dalgaon to connect two of the 
holiest Hindu shrines of Ut-
tarkashi and Yamnotri.

Photographs released by 
the government rescue teams 
showed huge piles of concrete 
blocking the wide tunnel, with 
twisted metal bars on its bro-
ken roof poking down in front 
of the rubble.

“Pray to god that those 
workers trapped inside the 
tunnel are brought out safely,” 
Uttarakhand chief minister 
Pushkar Singh Dhami wrote 
on social media platform X.

Rathodi, the disaster re-
sponse official, said a mes-
sage was sent to the trapped 
workers through a tube that 
is pumping oxygen into the 
blocked portion of the tunnel, 
assuring them “all efforts are 
being made for your safety”.

Rescue teams working to remove huge piles of concrete blocking the tunnel Displaced Gazans live in dust, fear and hunger
AFP | Khan Yunis, Palestinian 
Territories

At first Youssef Mehna thought 
the war would quickly be over. 

Then he was wounded, his house 
was destroyed, and he was forced 
to survive “25 days without any-
thing”.

So like thousands of others, 
Mehna finally fled north Gaza for 
the south.

Perched on trucks, crammed 
into cars, pulled by donkeys on 
carts, and on foot, tens of thou-
sands of Palestinians are fleeing 
Israeli army strikes on the territory 
squeezed between Israel, Egypt 
and the Mediterranean.

At the Bani Suheila crossroads 
in Khan Yunis, on the immense Sa-
lah Al-Din road that threads Gaza 
top to bottom, the processions are 
growing still.

People fleeing Gaza City are 

joined by those leaving Khan Yu-
nis heading further south, towards 
Rafah, the last city before Egypt.

Mehna left the Jabalia refugee 
camp at seven in the morning, in 
the north of Gaza City, also hoping 

to reach Rafah.
But his journey finished in Khan 

Yunis, after eight hours of travel 
covering only 25 kilometres (15 
miles).

“I already paid 500 shekels 

($130) to come from Jabalia and so 
I have nothing more to carry on to 
Rafah,” he said with a drawn face, 
surrounded by his six children.

‘Not even a morsel of bread’
Because his sick wife is in a 

wheelchair, he had to rent “carts 
pulled by donkeys, trucks, cars” to 
transport her.

Each trip was short, as fuel 
shortages prevent drivers from 
accepting long-distance fares.

Sometimes, between car rides, 
they were forced to go on foot. “So 
it was me who pushed my wife’s 
chair,” he told AFP.

Around him, hundreds of fami-
lies were waiting.

Children sleep on the floor be-
side parents wondering how they 
will live in a territory where more 
than 1.5 million people are dis-
placed and nearly one house in two 
has been destroyed, according to 

the United Nations.
In southern Gaza, overflowing 

with displaced from the north, 
rents of $150 a month are now up 
to $500 to $1000.

“I don’t even have a morsel of 
bread to feed my kids,” said Umm 
Yaaqub. “Since six in the morning 
I have been looking everywhere.”

“I can’t give them anything to 
eat,” added the 42-year-old, who 
arrived in Khan Yunis three days 
ago with her husband and seven 
children from Gaza City.

The UN has said access to bread 
in the south is “challenging” be-
cause “the only operative mill 
in Gaza remains unable to grind 
wheat due to a lack of electricity 
and fuel”.

Before the war, a little over 80 
per cent of Gazans lived in poverty 
and almost two-thirds were de-
pendent on international aid, espe-
cially for food, according to the UN. 

Now, 50-kilo sacks of flour have 
increased in price from 40 shekels 
to 150 shekels, so it’s worse still.

‘Not a single shekel’
But hunger is not the only worry 

for Umm Yaaqub. “My husband has 
heart problems,” she says.

And her 20-year-old daughter 
Rim “is normally in a medical bed”. 
“But we all sleep on the ground, in 
the dust, and we don’t have a single 
blanket even though the nights are 
very cold.”

Her husband Atef Abu Jarad, 47, 
remains in a classroom on the first 
floor of a school where the family 
camps now, next to dozens of other 
displaced.

“I’m the head of the family, but 
I don’t have a single shekel to buy 
something for my kids to eat,” he 
laments.

Shops across southern Gaza are 
running out of everything. Bottled 

water, milk for children, nappies, 
pasta and juices are now nearly 
impossible to find.

A little food aid is trickling 
through to the displaced accord-
ing to Abu Jarad: “a portion of rice 
to share between seven” members 
of his family.

“So I take a small spoon of rice 
and I tell them I’m full so they can 
eat,” he says.

Water flows from a tap where 
long crowds of displaced people 
queue. “People push and I don’t 
have the strength to resist,” he says.

His daughter Rim had to give up 
the painkillers she has taken since 
birth, because she suffers spinal 
and shoulder malformations.

“The pain prevents me from 
sleeping but we can’t buy medi-
cines,” she says.

She too forgoes meals because 
her brothers and sisters “have 
more need to eat”.

Patients and internally displaced people are pictured at Al-Shifa hospital in Gaza City Palestinians arrive south of Gaza City

 Civilians and rescuers look for survivors amid the rubble of a destroyed 
building

A man waits with a child at the traveller’s terminal on the Palestinian side of the 
Rafah border crossing with Egypt

Displaced Palestinian children gather for breakfast at a refugee camp in Rafah

Palestinians arrive south of Gaza City after fleeing their homes in Gaza City and the 
Northern Gaza Strip


