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Getting vaccinated, booster
shots and vaccines for 12-17
year olds protects everyone

Register
now

healthalert.gov.bh
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Kingdom greets
France President

on National Day
TDT | Manama

is Majesty King Hamad

bin Isa Al Khalifa and
His Royal Highness Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al Khal-
ifa, the Crown Prince and
Prime Minister, sent cables
of congratulations to France
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron on his country’s Na-
tional Day.

HM the King and HRH
Prince Salman wished the
French President wellness
and happiness and the
French people further pro-
gress and prosperity.

HM King Hamad lauded
the deep-rooted and good
relations between the two
friendly countries and peo-
ples and praised their steady
development.

HRH Prince Salman high-
lighted the strength of rela-
tions between the Kingdom
of Bahrain and France.

His Royal Highness sent
a similar cable to France
Prime Minister Jean Castex.
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HRH Prince Salman briefed on
travel developments

e T T

His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince
and Prime Minister, chaired the 390th Coordination Committee meeting,
which was held remotely yesterday. HRH Prince Salman was briefed on the
latest developments in travel procedures through Bahrain International
Airport. They also discussed the latest developments in dealing with the

COVID-19 and related procedures.
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Human rights strides

Shura committee gives thumbs up to ‘very encouraging’ UK report

TDT | Manama

ahrain has made impor-
Btant achievements and

advanced efforts in var-
ious areas to safeguard human
rights.

The Shura Council’s Human
Rights Committee, chaired by
Ahmed Mahdi Al Haddad, noted
that the international commu-
nity appreciates the concrete
steps taken by the Kingdom in
this field.

This comes as the commit-
tee welcomed the 2020 Human
Rights and Democracy Report
issued recently by the UK For-
eign, Commonwealth and De-
velopment Office.

The report praised Bahrain’s
measures to investigate allega-
tions of human rights violations,
and indicated the credibility,
transparency and impartiality of
the oversight bodies in charge of
investigations into allegations of
ill-treatment.

It also highlighted the pro-
gress made by the Bahrain gov-
ernment, represented by the
Interior Ministry, to ensure care
for detainees and convicts, as
well as meet their needs and
ensure their safety and rights
within the reformation and re-
habilitation institution.

Shura Council’s Human Rights Committee members

The Shura committee assert-
ed that the report’s confirma-
tion of the significant reduc-
tion in the size of the prison
population, both by 169 royal
pardons, and by increased use
of alternative sentencing legis-
lation, leading to the release of
4,200 convicts, is best response
to attempts to undermine the
kingdom’s human rights protec-
tion achievements.

The panel also hailed the re-
port’s highlighting of Bahrain’s
initiative to draft an integrated
National Human Rights Action

Plan, which is the first of its
kind at the level of the Gulf Co-
operation Council.

It is expected to be discussed
at the UN Human Rights Coun-
cil at the end of 2023, stressing
the Shura Council’s unwavering
interest in developing legisla-
tion related to human rights,
and keenness to contribute to
the National Human Rights Ac-
tion Plan.

The Shura committee said
that the UK 2020 Foreign, Com-
monwealth and Development
Office Report included the Brit-

ish government’s support for
Bahrain, as a friend, in its efforts
in the field of combating traf-
ficking in persons.

It is supported by Bahrain’s
success to maintain the Tier-1
status in the annual report of
the US Department of State for
combating people trafficking for
the fourth straight year.

Regarding the Government
of Bahrain’s efforts to combat
the coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic without affecting
the rights of society, the Shura
committee expressed satisfac-
tion for the UK report which
highlighted the measures taken
by Bahrain to protect the rights
of vulnerable people and safe-
guard wider society during the
pandemic.

In this regard, the committee
praised the report’s highlighting
of the kingdom’s interest in the
inmates of the reformation and
rehabilitation institutions, in
addition to its economic and
health measures for the bene-
fit of the citizens and residents
alike, particularly with the Bah-
raini government’s introduction
of avisa amnesty from March to
December 2020, resulting in the
“normalisation of the status” for
over 30,000 workers who might
otherwise have lost their jobs.

Developing
labour market

Arafah and Eid Al
Adha holidays

TDT | Manama

is Royal Highness
Prince Salman bin
Hamad Al Khalifa, the
Crown Prince and Minister,
yesterday issued a circular
regarding the Arafah and
Eid Al Adha holidays.
According to the circular,
the Kingdom’s ministries
and public institutions will
be closed on the day of Ara-
fah, and during Eid Al Adha,
corresponding to 19-22 July,
respectively.

Bahrain condoles
with Iraq over

hospital fire
TDT | Manama

Bahrain expressed its
utmost condolences to
the government and people
of Iraq over the victims of
the fire incident that broke
out in Al Hussein Teaching
Hospital in Nasiriyah.

The incident caused the
death and injury of a num-
ber of COVID-19 infected pa-
tients at the hospital.

The Foreign Affairs Min-
istry wished all the injured
a speedy recovery.



