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Bastille Day - the French Revolu-
tion begins with the storming of the 
Bastille Prison in Paris (now cele-
brated as France’s national day)

 1st public demonstration of ice 
made by refrigeration by Florida 

physician John Gorrie

All non-Na-
zi parties 
are banned 
in Germany

386BSD is released by Lynne Jolitz and William 
Jolitz, starting the open source operating system 

revolution. Linus Torvalds release “Linux” soon 
afterwards
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”Approvals for compa-
nies to drill for oil and 

gas on U.S. public lands 
are on pace this year to 
reach their highest lev-
el since George W. Bush 
was president.”We’re not 
only subsidising the cli-
mate and ecological cri-
sis - we’re speeding it up.

@GretaThunberg

I cannot say this power-
fully or emphatically 

enough – this pandem-
ic is not over. It is only 
thanks to the vaccine 
programme that we are 
able to take these cau-
tious steps now. But to 
take these steps we must 
be cautious and we must 
be vaccinated. Please get 
that jab.

@BorisJohnson

It’s #WorldMaskWeek. 
A  p r o p e r l y  f i t t e d 

mask reduces your risk 
of #COVID19. #Thanks-
ForMasking & helping to 
stop the virus spreading 
further. But to stay safe, 
Avoid crowds, Physically 
distance, Open windows, 
Clean your hands and Get 
vaccinated when it’s your 
turn

@DrTedros

I wish @Malala a very 
happy birthday! Thank 

you for your work and 
commitment to girls’ ed-
ucation worldwide, and 
your ongoing support for 
the @UN as our youngest 
Messenger of Peace!

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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188,253,683

4,058,456

172,122,839

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+195,753

+2,812

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 283,212 16,403 219,291 47,518

Saudi 
Arabia

503,734 +1,295 8,006 +14 484,883 10,845

UAE 653,284 +1,522 1,876 +6 631,294 20,114

Kuwait 377,364 2,136 357,256 17,972

Oman 287,054 +982 3,472 +37 260,826 22,756

Qatar 223,646 +142 599 221,549 1,498

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 34,766,952 623,044

2 India 30,941,863 409,503

3 Brazil 19,106,971 534,311

4 Russia 5,833,175 144,492

5 France 5,813,899 111,353

6 Turkey 5,486,959 50,278

7 UK 5,191,459 128,481

8 Argentina 4,662,937 99,255

9 Colombia 4,530,610 113,335

10 Italy 4,273,693 127,808

11 Spain 3,971,124 81,020

12 Germany 3,744,422 91,775

13 Iran 3,417,029 86,207

14 Poland 2,880,959 75,173

G l o b a l  t a l l y
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Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u Russia on Tuesday 
set another record for 
coronavirus-related deaths 
over a 24-hour period, despite 
efforts from authorities to slow a 
rampant third wave of infections. 
A government tally reported 780 
pandemic fatalities and 24,702 new 
cases. Russia, the fifth worst-hit 
country in the world in terms of cases, has 
seen a wave of new infections driven by the 
Delta variant over recent weeks, a surge 
exacerbated by a slow vaccine rollout. 
Authorities have faced a vaccine-sceptic 
population, with an independent poll last 
week showing that 54 percent of Russians do not plan on getting a Covid-19 jab.

u The Taliban do not want to battle government forces 
inside Afghanistan’s cities, a senior insurgent leader said Tuesday, as the 
militants also warned Turkey against extending its troop presence. The insurgents 

have swept through much 
of northern Afghanistan 
in recent weeks, and 
the government now 
holds little more 
than a constellation of 

provincial capitals that must largely be reinforced and 
resupplied by air. On Tuesday, the head of a Taliban commission that oversees 
government forces who surrender to the insurgents urged the residents of cities 
to reach out to them.

u Thailand yesterday defended mixing two different 
Covid-19 
vaccines 
to battle 
a surge in 
infections, 
after the WHO’s 
top scientist warned it was a “dangerous trend” 
not backed by evidence. The kingdom is struggling to contain its latest outbreak 
fuelled by the highly contagious Delta variant, with cases and deaths skyrocketing 
and the healthcare system stretched thin. Authorities said they will mix a 
first dose of the Chinese-made Sinovac jab with a second dose of AstraZeneca 
to try and achieve a “booster” effect in six weeks instead of 12. Thailand’s 
chief virologist Yong Poovorawan said this would be possible by combining 
an inactivated virus vaccine -- Sinovac -- with a viral vector vaccine such as 
AstraZeneca.

u Saudi Arabia will send a medical aid package to Tunisia 
that includes one million doses of vaccine to help the North Africa 
country control the rapid spread of the COVID pandemic. Saudi Arabia joins other 

Arab countries in helping Tunisia, which is facing 
the collapse of its health care system, including 
Egypt, Algeria, UAE, Kuwait, Turkey and Qatar. The 
Saudi Press Agency said on Monday the aid also 
includes 190 respirators and other equipment. “We 

are in a catastrophic situation ... the health system has collapsed, we can only find 
a bed in hospitals with great difficulty,” said health ministry spokesperson Nisaf 
Ben Alaya.

Taliban 
say do not want 
to fight inside 
Afghanistan’s 

cities

Thailand 
defends Covid 
vaccine ‘mix-and-
match’ after WHO 

warning

Saudi Arabia 
to send one million 
doses of vaccine to 

Tunisia

Russia 
sets another 
pandemic high 

for virus deaths
Zuma, 79, was sentenced 

last month for defying 
a constitutional court 

order to give evidence at 
an inquiry investigating 

high-level corruption 
during his nine years in 

office until 2018. The 
violence worsened as Zuma 
challenged his 15-month jail 

term in South Africa’s top 
court on Monday. Judge-

ment was reserved until an 
unspecified date

KNOW
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Violence spreads in South Africa
• Jailing of ex-president 
Zuma triggered 
initial protests

• Violence has 
broadened into protest 
over social injustice

• More than 40 killed 
so far in unrest

• Troops move in 
to flashpoints to help 
outnumbered police

• Shops, government 
buildings shut amid 
widespread looting

Reuters | Johannesburg

Crowds clashed with police 
and ransacked or burned 
shopping malls in South 

Africa yesterday, with dozens re-
ported killed as grievances un-
leashed by the jailing of former 
president Jacob Zuma boiled over 
into the worst violence in years.

Protests that followed Zuma’s 
arrest last week have widened 
into looting and an outpouring of 
generalised anger over inequality 
that persists 27 years after the fall 
of apartheid. Poverty has been 
exacerbated by severe social and 
economic restrictions aimed at 
blocking the spread of COVID-19.

Security officials said the gov-
ernment was working to halt the 
spread of the violence and loot-
ing, which has so far spread from 
Zuma’s home in KwaZulu-Natal 
province to Gauteng province 
surrounding the country’s big-
gest city Johanesburg. Theyde-
ployed soldiers onto the streets 
to try to contain it, but stopped 
short of declaring a state of  
emergency.

“No amount of unhappiness or 
personal circumstances from our 
people gives the right to anyone 
to loot, vandalise and do as they 
please and break the law,” Police 

Minister Bheki Cele told a news 
conference, echoing sentiments 
expressed by President Cyril 
Ramaphosa overnight.

The bodies of 10 people were 
found on Monday evening 

after a stampede at a Soweto 
shopping mall, premier David 

Makhura said.

Hundreds of looters raided 
warehouses and supermarkets in 
Durban, one of the busiest ship-
ping terminals on the African 
continent and a major import-ex-
port hub.

Outside a Durban warehouse 
of retailer Game, Reuters filmed 
looters stuffing cars with elec-
tronic goods and clothes. In-
side, the floor was a wreckage 
of discarded packaging as the 
crowd systematically emptied 
the shelves.

Aerial footage from local chan-
nel eNCA showed black smoke 
rising from several warehouses, 
while debris lay strewn.

Troops were moving into flash-
points on Tuesday as outnum-
bered police seemed helpless to 
stop the unrest. Columns of ar-
moured personnel carriers rolled 
down highways.

The rand , which had been one 
of the best performing emerg-
ing market currencies during the 
pandemic, dropped to a three-
month low on Tuesday, and local 
and hard currency bonds suf-
fered.

Members of the military patrol past looted shops as the country deploys army to quell unrest linked to jailing of former 
President Jacob Zuma, in Soweto, South Africa

UNFULFILLED PROMISE

At least 45 people have so 
far been killed duringthe 

unrest, 19 in Gauteng and 26 in 
KwaZulu-Natal, according to 
state and provincial authorities. 
Police Minister Cele put the of-
ficial death toll at 10.

On the streets, protesters 
hurled stones and police who 
responded with rubber bullets, 
Reuters journalists said.

In Soweto, police and military 

were patrolling as shop owners 
assessed the damage.

Cele said 757 people had been 
arrested so far. He said the gov-
ernment would act to prevent 
it from spreading further and 
warned that people would not 
be allowed “to make a mockery 
of our democratic state”.

Defence Minister Nosiviwe 
Mapisa-Nqakula, speaking at the 
same news conference, said she 
did not think a state of emergen-
cy should be imposed yet.

Iran says it is holding talks on 
prisoner exchanges with US
Reuters | Dubai

Iran said yesterday it was 
holding talks on prisoner 

exchanges with the United 
States aimed at securing the 
release of Iranians held in US 
jails and other countries over 
violations of US sanctions.

“Negotiations are under way 
on the exchange of prisoners 
between Iran and America, 
and we will issue more infor-
mation if Iranian prisoners 
are released and the country’s 
interests are secured and the 
talks reach a conclusion,” gov-
ernment spokesman Ali Rabiei 
said.

“ Because of its humanitarian 
aims, Iran is ready to exchange 
all American political prison-
ers in exchange for the release 
of all Iranian prisoners who 
have been detained around the 
world at the behest of Amer-
ica,” he told a news confer-
ence carried on a government 
website.

There was no immediate US 
comment on his remarks.

US State Department spokes-
man Ned Price said on Monday 
that Washington would not 
impose a deadline on a seventh 
round of talks, and only Tehran 
could determine when talks 
would resume. 

Pope Francis to leave hospital as 
soon as possible, says Vatican

Reuters | Vatican City

Pope Francis is continuing 
his planned treatment and 

rehabilitation after intestinal 
surgery 10 days ago and will 
leave hospital as soon as possi-
ble, the Vatican said yesterday.

The Vatican’s daily medi-
cal bulletin on the 84-year-old 
pope, who had part of his colon 
removed on July 4, also said he 
had met many patients during 
his stay at the Gemelli hospital 
but felt particularly close to 
“those who are bedridden and 
cannot return home”.

It gave no further details 
on the pope’s condition. The 
Vatican had said on Monday 
that he would stay in hospi-
tal a few days longer than the 

seven originally expected to 
“optimise his medical and re-
habilitative therapy”.

On Sunday he made his first 
public appearance since the 
surgery, standing for about 10 
minutes while speaking from 
the balcony of his suite.

He has no commitments for 
the rest of the month apart 
from his Sunday blessing, 
though the Vatican is pro-
ceeding with plans for a papal 
trip to Slovakia and the Hun-
garian capital of Budapest in 
mid-September.

Scotland’s bishops on Mon-
day announced that the pope 
will attend the United Nations 
Climate Change Conference 
(COP26) in Glasgow in Novem-
ber, health permitting.

Pope Francis speaks with a health worker at the Gemelli hospital, as he 
recovers following scheduled surgery on his colon, in Rome, Italy

Philippines to probe report of 
Chinese sewage-dumping at sea
Reuters | Manila 

The Philippines’ defence 
minister on Tuesday or-

dered the military to inves-
tigate a report by a US-based 
tech firm that hundreds of 
Chinese vessels were dumping 
sewage into contested areas of 
the South China Sea.

China maintains a constant 
presence of coastguard and 
fishing boats in the South Chi-
na Sea to assert its claim of 
sovereignty, including hun-
dreds in the Spratly islands, 
where the Philippines, Brunei, 
Taiwan, Vietnam and Malaysia 
also have claims.

Simularity, an AI-based sat-
ellite image analysis firm, on 
Monday made public satellite 

images over a five-year period 
that it said showed damage 
caused by untreated human 
waste from Chinese vessels. 
At a forum on Monday, Liz 
Derr, Simularity co-founder 
and CEO, said the waste could 
threaten fish stocks.

“It is so intense you can see 
it from space,” Derr said.

Greece to require 
vaccination 
or negative 
test at indoor 
restaurants

Athens 

Greece will require cus-
tomers at indoor res-

taurants, bars and cafes to 
prove they have been vac-
cinated against COVID-19 or 
have tested negative within 
the last three days, the gov-
ernment announced yester-
day to combat an infection 
surge.

Under the new regula-
tions, which will remain in 
force until August, all cus-
tomers at indoor bars and 
restaurants will have to be 
seated. Those dining out-
doors will not require proof 
of vaccination or a test.

“It is crucial not to give 
the impression that we are 
losing control of the pan-
demic so that our tourism 
industry can go on and oper-
ate normally,” Development 
Minister Adonis Georgiadis 
told a news conference.

“The course of Greece’s 
economy will hinge on how 
well we comply with the 
measures and control the 
pandemic.”

French firm to turn grain from 
Lebanon port blast into compost

AFP | Beirut 

A French firm aims to turn 
tonnes of rotting grain at 

Beirut’s devastated port into 
compost, the company said yes-
terday, nearly a year after Leba-
non’s worst peacetime disaster 
ravaged its silos.

The detonation of a huge 
stockpile of fertiliser at the port 
last August 4 killed more than 
200 people and wrecked huge 
swathes of the capital.

Inside the port, the shock-
waves pummelled through the 
port’s silos, sending waves of 
imported grain spilling out.

Today, large mounds of rot-

ting grain emit an overwhelm-
ing stench, not far from the 
wrecks of two boats sunk in 
the explosion.

France’s Recygroup, in part-
nership with Lebanese firm 
Mondis, is to funnel 1.3 million 
euros ($1.5 million) into con-
verting the wheat to a new use, 
for agriculture.

“We imagine we’ll find 20,000 
to 30,000 tonnes of grain. We 
think we can treat them with-
in three to four months,” Re-
cygroup co-founder Christo-
phe Deboffe said. Mondis head 
Marwan Rizkallah said work 
would start within a week.

Deboffe said they estimated 
half of the grain is mixed with 

bits of concrete or iron, and it 
needs to be separated from the 
blast rubble using an industrial 
sieve.

Before the blast, the silos 
could hold up to 100,000 tonnes 
of grain in towers 48 metres 
(160 foot) high.

Lebanon’s cash-strapped 
authorities have yet to start 
any reconstruction at the port, 
where only five cranes still op-
erate from an original 16.

The international commu-
nity has conditioned any cash 
bailout on Lebanese politicians 
forming a new government and 
enacting reforms, but a deeply 
divided ruling class has yet to 
agree on a new cabinet line-up.

Damaged grain silos at the port of the Lebanese capital Beirut, almost a year after the August 4 massive explosion that 
killed more than 200 people

Bangladesh to lift lockdown for festival
AFP | Dhaka

Bangladesh will lift its nation-
wide coronavirus lockdown 

for the country’s second-biggest 
religious festival, the government 
said Tuesday, even as new infec-
tions soared to record levels.

The cabinet said all restric-
tions would be eased in the Mus-
lim-majority country of 169 mil-
lion people from Thursday ahead 
of the Eid al-Adha festival which 
will be celebrated from July 20 to 
22 this year.

The removal of the curbs would 
“normalise economic activities” 
ahead of the celebrations, it add-
ed.

Tens of millions of people usu-
ally head back to their villages 
to mark Eid al-Adha with their 

families.
Bangladesh imposed its strict-

est-ever lockdown at the start of 
the month as new Covid-19 cases 
and deaths climbed to pandemic 
highs.

Under the lockdown, people 
were only allowed to leave home 
for emergencies and to buy essen-
tials, with public transport, shops 
and offices shut.

But infections have continued 
to climb, with nearly 14,000 peo-
ple testing positive on Monday 
-- a new daily record -- to take the 
total number of cases to just over 
one million.

The death toll has risen above 
16,600. But experts say the real 
figures could be much higher 
amid fears of underreporting.

People in Sreenagar, Bangladesh walk to board a ferry to their hometowns

Philippine police win battle for the bulge after body fat rule dropped
AFP | Manila 

Philippine police have a won 
a battle for the bulge after 

the force dropped a requirement 
for officers seeking promotion to 
meet body fat targets, an official 
document showed yesterday. 

Expanding waistlines have been 
a hefty problem among police 
in the Southeast Asian country 
for years. A 2019 study showed 
almost 35 percent of personnel 
were overweight and nearly 10 
percent obese.

Rules introduced at the start of 
the pandemic by former police 
chief Debold Sinas -- who publicly 
acknowledged his own efforts 
to shed kilos through diet and 
exercise -- made it compulsory 

for the 220,000 members of the 
force to work out daily and submit 
monthly body mass index (BMI) 
readings.

Officers seeking to rise up the 
ranks were blocked if they failed 
to meet BMI targets, said person-

nel head Major General Rolando 
Hinanay.

In a memo to his recently ap-
pointed boss, the reed-thin police 
chief General Guillermo Eleazar, 
Hinanay called for the rule to be 
suspended.

He argued Covid-19 restrictions 
had made it difficult for officers to 
work out and lose weight.

“As a result, many personnel 
were disqualified for promotion,” 
Hinanay said.

Eleazar confirmed to report-
ers Tuesday he had approved the 
request.

Officers  are supposed to 
have a BMI of between 18.5 
and 27, depending on their age, 
to qualify for service. Gener-
ally a BMI of between 18.5 and 
24.9 is considered a “healthy  
weight”.

A petition filed by disgruntled 
officers had argued the policy 
was “detrimental” and “a form of 
discrimination to personnel who 
are above normal BMI”.

Rules introduced at the start of the pandemic made it compulsory for officers to 
work out daily and submit monthly body mass index readings


