
THE BEST AND MOST BEAUTIFUL 
THINGS IN THE WORLD CANNOT BE 
SEEN OR EVEN TOUCHED — THEY 
MUST BE FELT WITH THE HEART.
HELEN KELLER
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Philosopher Socrates is sentenced 
to death by the city of Athens for 
corrupting the minds of the youth 
of the city and for impiety

Austria, Prussia & Saxony sign the 
Treaty of Hubertusburg, marking 
the end of the French and Indian 
War and of the Seven Years’ War

Soviet military occupation of Afghanistan 
ends

First draft of the complete 
human genome is published in 

the journal “Nature”
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“An empty browser his-
tory says more than a 

full one” – Abraham Lin-
coln

@elonmusk

Our collective prob-
lem-solving mech-

anisms do not match the 
pace or scale of the is-
sues we face. This must 
be the year when we lay 
the foundations for more 
effective global coopera-
tion to deal with today’s 
challenges and new risks 
& threats down the line.

@antonioguterres

The contract that Air-
bus and Tata Sons 

signed this  morning 
marks a new stage in In-
dia and France’s strategic 
partnership. Thank you @
NarendraModi, for your 
confidence in France and 
our industry.

@EmmanuelMacron

I thank my friend @
EmmanuelMacron for 

joining me at the launch 
of an important partner-
ship between @airindi-
ain  and @Airbus that 
will further strengthen 
the Indian aviation sec-
tor and create opportu-
nities in both nations. 
This reflects the robust 
Indo-French Strategic 
Partnership.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u  Indian tax officers 
searched the BBC’s bureaus in New 
Delhi and Mumbai yesterday, the 
British broadcaster said. “The Income 
Tax Authorities are currently at the 
BBC offices in New Delhi and Mumbai 
and we are fully cooperating. We 
hope to have this situation resolved 
as soon as possible,” the BBC said 
in a statement. An Income Tax 
Department official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said that a “credible 
survey operation was ongoing” and that 
the department would not be able to share 
details. The department did not respond 
to a Reuters email seeking comment. Britain’s Foreign Office said it was closely 
monitoring reports of tax surveys conducted at the BBC’s offices.

u Former UN Ambassador Nikki Haley said yesterday that she will seek the 
Republican presidential nomination in 2024, putting her at odds with one-time 
boss Donald Trump, the ex-president also seeking to win back the White House. 
“I’m Nikki Haley and I’m running for president,” Haley said in a video that her 
team sent out by email. Haley, a former South Carolina governor who served as 

U.S. ambassador 
to the United 
Nations under 
Trump, will lay 
out her campaign 
plans in a speech 
in Charleston, 

South Carolina, on Wednesday. She became Trump’s first direct challenger in a 
Republican field expected to grow in coming weeks and months.

u The World Health Organization is increasing its epidemiological 
surveillance in Equatorial Guinea after the country confirmed its first outbreak 
of the Marburg virus, 
a WHO official said 
yesterday. The small 
Central African 
country has so far 
reported nine deaths 
as well as 16 suspected 
cases of Marburg virus disease, with symptoms 
including fever, fatigue and blood-stained vomit and diarrhea, according to the 
WHO. “Surveillance in the field has been intensified,” said George Ameh, WHO’s 
country representative in Equatorial Guinea. “Contact tracing, as you know, is 
a cornerstone of the response. We have...redeployed the COVID-19 teams that 
were there for contact tracing and quickly retrofitted them to really help us out.” 
Equatorial Guinea quarantined more than 200 people and restricted movement 
last week in its Kie-Ntem province after detecting an unknown hemorrhagic fever. 
The country officially declared its first outbreak of Marburg virus disease on 
Monday.

Nikki Haley 
launches 2024 
Republican 
presidential bid, first 

challenge to Trump

WHO 
increasing health 
surveillance after 
Equatorial Guinea 
finds Marburg virus

India tax officers 
search BBC offices

An estimated 4.6 million American children 
live in a home where at least one gun is kept 

loaded and unlocked. These improperly 
stored weapons have contributed to school 
shootings, suicides and the deaths of family 
members, including infants and toddlers.

KNOW WHAT

Seven pulled from Turkey’s rubble, millions need humanitarian aid

• Death toll 31,974 
in Turkey, more than 
5,800 in Syria

• Rescue phase 
‘coming to a close’, 
says UN in Syria

Reuters | Turkey, Kahramanmaras

Seven survivors were rescued 
from the rubble in Turkey 
yesterday, more than a week 

after a devastating earthquake, as 
the focus of the aid effort shifted 
to helping people now struggling 
without shelter or enough food in 
the bitter cold.

The disaster, with a combined 
death toll in Turkey and neigh-
bouring Syria exceeding 37,000, 
has ravaged cities in both coun-
tries, leaving many survivors 
homeless in near-freezing winter 

temperatures.
The seven rescued on Tuesday 

included two brothers, aged 17 
and 21, pulled from an apartment 
block in Kahramanmaras prov-
ince, and a woman rescued from 
the rubble of a building in the 
southern Turkish city of Antakya, 
Turkish media said.

But UN authorities have said 
the rescue phase was coming to 
a close, with the focus turning 
to shelter, food and schooling, as 
those who survived were strug-
gling. “People are suffering a lot. 
We applied to receive tent, aid 
or something but until now we 
didn’t receive anything,” said Has-

san Saimoua, a refugee staying 
with his family in a playground 
in Turkey’s southeastern city of 
Gaziantep.

“The needs are huge, increasing 
by the hour,” said Hans Henri P. 
Kluge, the World Health Organ-
izations’s director for Europe. 
“Some 26 million people across 

both countries need humanitar-
ian assistance.” 

“There are also growing con-
cerns over emerging health is-
sues linked to the cold weather, 
hygiene and sanitation, and the 
spread of infectious diseases - 
with vulnerable people especially 
at risk.”

Muhammed Cafer Cetin, a 18-year-old earthquake survivor, is rescued from the 
rubble of a building some 198 hours after last week’s devastating earthquake, in 
Adiyaman, Turkey

People sit as others search amid the rubble in the aftermath of a deadly earthquake 
in Kahramanmaras, Turkey

Part of Croatia’s heart-
shaped island up for sale

Reuters | Galesnjak, Croatia

Part of Croatia’s unique 
heart-shaped Adriatic is-

let nicknamed by tourists the 
Island of Love is up for sale.

The uninhabited islet of 
Galesnjak in the Pasman chan-
nel is one of the most recognis-
able Croatian islets and part of 
it is being offered to prospec-
tive buyers for development.

“Over a million photos per 
year are made on and around 
the islet and I think its popu-
larity is really high,” said Sil-
vestro Kardum, a representa-
tive for the owner of the lot of 
land offered for sale.

There are no hotels, villas, 
or restaurants on the islet, 
but many celebrities and their 
yachts frequent Galesnjak 
every summer.

“Beyonce had her 39th 

birthday party on the islet and 
she’s there several days or even 
weeks every year, Michael Jor-
dan was there last year, Jeff 
Bezos as well, there’s no lack 
of celebrities in that area,” Kar-
dum said.

Proceeds from the sale 
would be invested elsewhere 
in the local community, he 
said.

“The island has an area of 
142,000 square meters and 
slightly over 40,000 square 
meters is up for sale for the 
price of 13 million euros,” 
he said, adding that poten-
tial buyers are calling every  
day.

In 2019, scientists from the 
Department of Archaeology of 
Croatia’s University of Zadar 
discovered traces of human 
habitation dating back 7,000 
years ago.

 A drone picture taken from above near Biograd na Moru shows Island 
Galesnjak, Croatia

In Michigan State University 
shooting, police seek motive
• Three victims were 
killed and five were 
taken to a hospital

• The gunman was 
confirmed dead

• Students, faculty 
and residents in 
surrounding off-campus 
neighborhoods of 
East Lansing had been 
told by authorities to 
“shelter in place” 

Reuters | East Lansing, Mich.

Police searched yesterday 
for the motive that caused 
a gunman to go on a shoot-

ing rampage at Michigan State 
University that left three people 
dead and five injured before an 
hours-long manhunt ended with 
the suspect's death.

The 43-year-old gunman had 
no known affiliation to the uni-
versity police said at a news brief-
ing on Tuesday, more than five 
hours after the violence began on 
the East Lansing campus, about 

90 miles northwest of Detroit.
"We have no idea why he came 

to campus to do this tonight," 
Chris Rozman, interim deputy 
chief of the university police, told 
reporters.

Details about the sequence of 

events remained sketchy, but Roz-
man said shots were fired in two 
locations - an academic building 
called Berkey Hall and the Michi-
gan State University (MSU) Union 
building.

Police swarming the campus in 

response to the shooting, which 
began shortly after 8 p.m. (0100 
GMT), found victims at both lo-
cations, Rozman told reporters.

Rozman said the university was 
not aware of any threats made 
to the campus before Monday's 
bloodshed.

Three victims were killed and 
five were taken to a hospital in 
the nearby city of Lansing, the 
state capital, all of them listed in 
critical condition, he said. Two of 
the dead were at Berkey Hall and 
the other at the MSU Union.

Officials declined to provide 

any details about the victims, 
some of whose identities and re-
lationship to the university were 
still being determined, Rozman 
said.

The name and other  in-
formation about the suspect 
were not immediately released 
and police said they were baf-
fled by what precipitated the  
shooting.

The gunman was confirmed 
dead, from an apparently self-in-
flicted gunshot roughly four 
hours after the bloodshed had 
started, Rozman said.

Rozman also said the suspect 
"was contacted by law enforce-
ment off campus" at one point, 
adding, "that scene is being inves-
tigated as a crime scene."

It remained unclear whether 
the gunman was found dead after 
he was confronted by police, or 
whether he may have taken his 
own life during such a encounter.

About an hour earlier, MSU po-
lice had released two still images 
of the suspect from surveillance 
video that showed him walking 
into a building, then mounting 
a short flight of stairs, wearing a 
jacket, a baseball cap and a black 
mask over his lower face. He was 
holding what appeared to be a 
pistol in one hand.

Police officers surround a scene where the suspect was located as they respond to a shooting at Michigan State University in 
East Lansing, Michigan, US

Kremlin moves to rein in Russian 
mercenary boss Prigozhin

• Mercenary 
boss reins in public 
criticism of top brass

• State media told 
to stop promoting 
him and his group

• Prigozhin loses right 
to recruit convicts

• Ex-Kremlin adviser 
says politics off limits 
for Prigozhin

Reuters 

His private army is push-
ing hard to give Russia a 

battlefield win in Ukraine, but 
mounting evidence suggests 
the Kremlin has moved to 
curb what it sees as the exces-
sive political clout of Yevgeny 
Prigozhin, founder of Russia’s 
Wagner mercenary group.

Prigozhin, a 61-year-old 
ex-convict, has grabbed head-
lines in recent months over 
his bloody role in Ukraine and 
is sometimes portrayed in the 
West as a real-life James Bond 
villain.

Shaven-headed and fond of 
coarse language, he has made 
a splash in Russian-language 
media too where he has rev-
elled in being sanctioned by 
the West, publicly insulted 
Russia’s top military brass, 

tried to parlay battlefield suc-
cess into Kremlin favour, and 
detailed his recruitment of 
tens of thousands of convicts 
for his private army.

His profile became so prom-
inent that allies and analysts 
began speculating he was an-
gling for an official job or ca-
reer in politics.

There is growing evidence 
now though that the Kremlin 
has moved to nip such spec-
ulation in the bud, ordering 
Prigozhin to halt his public 
criticism of the defence min-
istry while advising state me-
dia to stop mentioning him or 
Wagner by name.

Prigozhin confirmed last 
week he had also been stripped 
of the right to recruit convicts 
from prisons - a key pillar of 
his nascent political influence 
and one which has helped his 
forces make small but steady 
gains in eastern Ukraine where 
they appear to be inching 
closer to capturing the city of 
Bakhmut.

Olga Romanova, director of 
a prisoner rights group, said 
the Ministry of Defence had 
taken over convict recruit-
ment earlier this year. The 
ministry has not confirmed  
that.

“The position of the (Krem-
lin) political bloc is not to let 
him into politics. They are a 
little afraid of him and find 
him an inconvenient person,” 
Sergei Markov, a former Krem-
lin adviser who remains close 
to the authorities, told Reuters.

Evgeny Prigozhin (L) assists Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin during a 
dinner with foreign scholars and journalists at the restaurant Cheval Blanc 
on the premises of an equestrian complex outside Moscow

More than 100 priests suspected of abuse 
remain active in Portugal’s Church
Reuters | Lisbon

More than 100 priests sus-
pected of child sexual 

abuse remain active in church 
roles in Portugal, according 
to the head of a commission 
investigating the issue.

The commission, which 
started its work in January 
2022, said in its final report 
published on Monday that at 
least 4,815 children were sexu-
ally abused by members of the 
Portuguese Catholic Church 
- mostly priests - over 70 years.

It added that the findings 
were the “tip of the iceberg”, 
describing the 4,815 cases as 
the “absolute minimum” num-
ber of victims.

“There is an approximate 
(number of accused priests) 
and it will clearly be more than 
100,” child psychiatrist Pedro 
Strecht, who headed the com-
mission, told SIC television.

The commission said it was 
preparing a list of accused 
priests still working to send to 
the Church and to the public 
prosecutors’ office.

Strecht said those on the 
list should be removed from 
their roles or at least should be 
banned from interacting with 
children and teenagers during 
the investigation.

Jose Ornelas, head of the 
Bishops’ Conference, said the 
institution was yet to receive 
the list. Strecht said they will 
receive it “soon”.

Representative picture

China says US balloons 
flew into its airspace
Reuters | Beijing

China said yesterday that 
more than ten high-alti-

tude balloons released by the 
United States since May 2022 
flew into its airspace and that 
of other countries.

Both the countries have 
been entangled in a diplomatic 
spat since the US shot down a 
suspected Chinese spy balloon 
on Feb. 4.

Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesperson Wang Wenbin 
said the high-altitude balloons 
"flew around the world and 
illegally entered the airspaces 
of China and other relevant 
countries at least ten times".

Wang did not provide de-
tails on the other countries 
involved, declined to specify 
which parts of Chinese air-
space the incursions happened 
or provide photos as evidence.

Earlier on Monday, he said 
the US balloons entered Chi-
nese airspace more than ten 
times since January 2022.

"The United States should 
conduct a thorough investiga-
tion and give China an expla-

nation," Wang said on Tuesday.
The United States denied the 

allegation. "Any claim that the 
US government operates sur-
veillance balloons over the PRC 
is false," White House National 
Security Council spokesperson 
Adrienne Watson tweeted on 
Monday.

"We urge the United States 
not to over exert itself, in case 
it sprains its waist," Wang said 
on Tuesday, noting Chinese 
media reports that likened the 
use of military force to shoot 
down the Chinese balloon to 
"busting mosquitoes with an-
ti-aircraft guns".

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Wang Wenbin

Dutch F-35s intercept three Russian 
military aircraft near Poland
Reuters

Two Dutch F-35 fighters 
intercepted a formation of 

three Russian military aircraft 
near Poland and escorted them 
out, the Netherlands’ defence 
ministry said in a statement 
late on Monday.

“The then unknown air-
craft approached the Polish 
NATO area of responsibility 
from Kaliningrad,” according 
to Reuters’ translation of the 
ministry’s statement.

Kaliningrad is a Russian 
Baltic coast enclave located 
between NATO and European 
Union members Poland and 
Lithuania.

“After identification, it 
turned out to be three aircraft: 
a Russian IL-20M Coot-A that 
was escorted by two Su-27 
Flankers. The Dutch F-35s es-
corted the formation from a 

distance and handed over the 
escort to NATO partners.”

The Il-20M Coot-A is NA-
TO’s reporting name for the 
Russian Ilyushin Il-20M re-
connaissance aircraft while 
the Su-27 Flankers are NATO’s 
reporting name for the Sukhoi 
Su-28 fighter aircraft.

The Netherlands’ defence 
ministry said that eight Dutch 
F-35s are stationed in Poland 
for February and March.

A Dutch soldier stands guard as a 
Royal Netherlands Air Force F-35 
takes off at Graf Ignatievo airbase, 
Bulgaria

Banksy’s ‘Valentine’s day mascara’ mural freezer removed by council
Reuters | Margate, England

British street artist Banksy con-
firmed a new mural showing 

a 1950s housewife with a swollen 
eye apparently pushing a man into 
an abandoned chest freezer was 
his work early on Valentine’s Day, 
just hours before the appliance 
was removed.

The artwork, which Bank-
sy titled ‘Valentine’s day mas-
cara’ on his website, appeared 
in the seaside town of Margate, 

east England, on Sunday night. 
Its subject and timing appear 
to highlight violence against  
women.

Banksy offers few clues about 
his work, which usually appear 
in public locations overnight, 
beyond a confirmation on social 
media.

Artist Pete Brown was painting 
the scene when the genuine freez-
er -- which formed an integral 
part of the mural -- was removed 
on Tuesday morning.

“A council truck turned up and 
they took away the freezer,” he 
said, adding that the vehicle had 
the hazard warning lights and a 
metal cage typical of those used 
to clear fly-tipping.

“The fridge freezer is now in 
storage and will be returned once 
it has been made safe to the pub-
lic,” the council said. “We will 
be contacting the owner of the 
property to discuss the options 
to preserve the artwork for the 
district.” An artwork depicting violence against women

Mystery aerial objects may have 
benign purpose-White House

Reuters | Washington

The US intelligence com-
munity is considering the 

possibility that three mysteri-
ous unidentified objects shot 
down by US fighter jets were 
tied to a commercial or oth-
erwise benign purpose, the 
White House said yesterday. 

John Kirby, the White House 
national security spokesper-

son, told reporters that the 
United States still had no firm 
grasp on the origin of the three 
objects.

He said more would be 
known if and when the de-
bris can be collected, but 
that the parts are in hard-to-
reach areas - two in the fro-
zen north and one in Lake 
Huron. Kirby said the de-
bris was proving difficult to  
recover.

 FBI Special Agents assigned to the bureau’s Evidence Response Team ready 
to process material recovered from the high-altitude Chinese balloon


