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Indeed, this day gathers believers from all over the world of 
different religions and different origins, bringing a message 

of hope and solidarity in this difficult stage in which the 
world must strengthen human rapprochement to face the 

pandemic. The COVID-19 crisis knows no border and affects 
all countries. It reminds us that we must remain united and 

that the international challenges of the 21st century can only 
be addressed globally and multilaterally. This coexistence 
reflects the sense of diversity and openness that will help 
to overcome all challenges and promote prosperity in the 

Kingdom of Bahrain
JÉRÔME CAUCHARD, FRENCH AMBASSADOR TO BAHRAIN

Bahrain is once again demonstrating the importance it places 
on the consolidation of religious freedoms, regardless of 

ethnicity or religious background. Today will be a moment of 
reflection, hope, unity and collective responsibility to help the 
world recover from this pandemic. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
reminded us all that working together can promote a positive 

change, helping us overcome difficulties we may face and make 
the world a better place

RODERICK DRUMMOND, UK AMBASSADOR TO BAHRAIN 

BDF Commander-in-Chief Field Marshal Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa during 
an inspection visit to one of the units, yesterday. The commander-in-chief reviewed 
the unit’s administrative and combat readiness, as well as its military preparations 
and work progress. Shaikh Khalifa expressed his deep appreciation and pride in the 
competency and professionalism of the BDF members in carrying out their duties.

Smuggling of 
maids: Police 
arrests two 
TDT | Manama 

The Directorate of An-
ti-human Trafficking 

and the Protection of Pub-
lic Morals at the Ministry 
of Interior yesterday arrest-
ed two Asian nationals for 
smuggling maids into the 
Kingdom. 

Police arrested the men 
a 33 and 42-year-old Asian 
nationals following an in-
vestigation into a video clip 
that went viral on social 
media. 

In a statement, Interi-
or ministry confirmed the 
incident and said: “33 and 
42-year-old Asians, who 
were involved in smuggling 
of nine maids of African 
nationality, were arrested.” 
Necessary legal measures 
are taken, the statement 
said.

Salons warned against home services 
TDT | Manama 

The Ministry of Industry, 
Trade and Tourism has 

warned hairdressing salons in 
the Kingdom not to operate un-
der any circumstance or to pro-
vide any of the services either 
at their shops or customers’ 
homes. 

The ministry also ordered to 
remove all old advertisements 
offering home services, which 
is currently banned by law. 

Announcing the decision, 
the ministry said these adver-
tisements are creating confu-
sion among the general public, 
hence should be removed im-
mediately. 

The ministry earlier ordered 
to close all Women and Men 
salons in the Kingdom as a pre-
cautionary measure to prevent 
the spread of the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) outbreak. 

Strict actions will be taken 
against all those flouting the 

laws and regulations, said The 
Assistant Undersecretary of 

Control and Resources, Abdu-
laziz Al-Ashraf.
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Derasat issues reports 
on coronavirus crisis
TDT | Manama 

Proximity to Iran acted as a 
major factor in the ‘quick 

and surprising ’ spread of 
the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic in the Gulf region, 
according to a new report by 
Derasat. 

The report by Dr Ashraf 
Mohammed Keshk also pins 
the blame on the high number 
of expatriate workers for the 
outbreak, which he finds as 
“surprising and rapid”. 

The observations in the 
“Gulf countries’ management 
of coronavirus crisis” report 
is authored by The Director 
of Strategic and Internation-
al Studies Programme at the 
Bahrain Centre for Strategic, 
International and Energy 
Studies. 

Another report, also by Dr 

Keshk, on international rela-
tions linked to the virus, fo-
cuses on a change in the in-
ternational relations linked to 
the virus. 

The report describes how 
the global system since the end 
of the Second World War has 
been based on the policies of 
victorious countries and inci-
dents like that on September 
11, 2001 influenced major pow-
er’s policies. 

For peaceful co-existence
• Grand Mufti of the 
Republic of Chechnya, 
Shaikh Salakh Mezhiev, 
praised HM the King’s 
kind invitation

• Archbishop Niphon 
prayed to God the 
Almighty to remove 
the deadly pandemic

•  Chairman of the 
Baha’i Social Society, 
said the health 
crisis has revived 
human communities’ 
collective effort

• The representative 
of Buddhism in 
Thailand prayed for 
the good of humanity 
amid the current 
circumstances

• The representative 
of the Hindu 
communityexpressed 
hope that humanity 
will overcome the 
pandemic soon

(Continues from page 1)

They also valued highly 
the efforts exerted by 
the King Hamad Global 

Centre for Peaceful Coexist-
ence to directly interact with 
all global initiatives aimed at 
strengthening the unity and 
solidarity of the entire hu-
manity.

Board of Trustees Chairman 
of the King Hamad Global 
Centre for Peaceful Coexist-
ence, Dr Shaikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa Al Khalifa, said that 
the centre’s participation 
in the 14th May Global Day 
of Prayer translates HM the 
King’s directives and visions 
on adopting and responding 
to all international calls aimed 
at enhancing solidarity among 
all human beings.

Grand Mufti of the Republic 
of Chechnya, Shaikh Salakh 

Mezhiev, praised HM the 
King’s kind invitation in the 
event devoted to prayer for the 
good of humanity.

The representative of the 
Antiochian Church in Mos-
cow, Archbishop Niphon 
Seikaly, expressed honour 
in participating in the event 
at the invitation of HM King 
Hamad.

Archbishop Niphon prayed 
to God the Almighty to remove 
the deadly pandemic, grant 
the patients quick recovery 
and rest the souls of those who 
died in eternal peace.

The executive director 
of the All Dulles Area Mus-
lim Society (ADAMS), Imam 
Muhammad Magid, and the 
representative of the Shi-
ite community in Lebanon, 
Sayyid Ali Al-Amin, suppli-
cated Allah the Almighty to 
protect humanity from the  
coronavirus.

Patriarch Mar Ignatius 
Avram II, in his prayer, wished 
coronavirus patients speedy 
recovery, praying to God the 
Almighty to protect human-
ity from epidemics, evil and 
poverty.

 Chairman of the Baha’i So-
cial Society, Badie Al- Baha’I, 

said that the health crisis that 
has affected humanity in vari-
ous fields in an unprecedented 
way has revived human com-
munities’ collective efforts, 
expressing confidence in the 
ability to overcome the pan-
demic thanks to the ongoing 
solidarity and cohesion among 
all.

 The representative of the 
Hindu community, Yadunathji 
Maharaj, said that the whole 
world is suffering from the 
spread of the virus, express-
ing hope that humanity will 
overcome the pandemic  
soon.

Reverend Johnnie Moore 
indicated that Bahrain’s par-
ticipation in the global call 
for prayer for humanity is in 
line with its leading example 
of tolerance with other reli-
gions, based on a long history 
of communication, acceptance 
of the other and adoption of 
peace.

In a related context, Profes-
sor of History of Religions at 
the King Hamad Chair in In-
terfaith Dialogue and Peaceful 
Co-Existence at the Sapienza 
University, Italy, Alessandro 
Saggioro, highlighted the im-
portance of prayer in reducing 

human problems and suffer-
ings, noting that the current 
crisis resulting from COVID-19 
requires everyone to pray for 
the good of humanity.

The representative of Bud-
dhism in Thailand prayed for 
the good of humanity amid 
the current circumstanc-
es, wishing people from all 
religions and sects every 
success in overcoming the  
pandemic.

Jewish Rabbi, David Rosen, 
from the United Kingdom, 
said: “We are very grateful 
for the honour given to us to 
participate in holding Jewish 
prayers on behalf of the King-
dom of Bahrain and the world 
in the face of the Coronavirus 
pandemic. We pray to God 
to treat our patients and pro-
tect all human lives and pure 
souls from this virus. Through 
our joint prayers around the 
world, we will learn to spread 
love and peace among all our 
people Humans”.

Rabbi David Rosen prayed 
to God to preserve Bahrain- 
King, government and people, 
wishing the kingdom and its 
tolerant society everlasting 
security, peace, stability and 
prosperity.

Bahrain ambassador to Tokyo assures 
students full assistance 
TDT | Tokyo

Bahrain’s Ambassador to Japan, 
Ahmed Mohammed Al-Dos-

sari, affirmed the embassy’s read-
iness to help Bahraini students in 
Japanese universities.

 This came as the ambassador 
gave on Wednesday evening, a vir-
tual lecture for a group of Bahraini 
students studying abroad. 

The event was organised by the 

Bahrain Institute for Political De-
velopment (BIPD) in cooperation 
with the Mohammed bin Mubarak 
Al Khalifa Academy for Diplomat-
ic Studies under the title “Ambas-
sadors of the Nation” as part of a 
series of lectures via the Internet.

 The ambassador advised those 
wishing to return home to register 
through Wejhaty or contact the 
Kingdom’s embassies abroad.

HH Shaikh Nasser hails efforts of “Feena 
Khair” committee
TDT | Manama 

His Highness Shaikh Nasser 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa yes-

terday praised the efforts of the 
coordination committee of “Feena 
Khair” campaign in charge of dis-
tributing the aid. 

The Representative of His Maj-
esty the King for Humanitarian 
Work and Youth Affairs, Nation-
al Security Advisor and Board of 
Trustees Chairman of the Royal 
Humanitarian Foundation (RHF) 
directed the committee to ensure 
that it reaches the needy.  

This came during the commit-
tee’s second meeting held under 
the chairmanship of RHF Secre-

tary-General Dr Mustafa Al Sayed, 
the committee chairman.

He said the meeting shed light 
on visions and proposals which 
include assisting needy and pro-
ductive families, contributing 
to sterilisation and disinfection 
of villages and cities, providing 
computers for school students, 
supporting the needy and helping 
people with special needs.

The committee also under-
scored the importance of boost-
ing social awareness of corona-
virus pandemic by distributing 
multi-language stickers, particu-
larly among expatriate workers 
who have a high rate of infection 
among them.
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As soon he received 
the formal 

paperwork of 
the marriage he 

dumped her at her 
uncle’s house

 LAWYER KHULOOD MATHLOOM

Just for money!
Bahraini man marries Arab woman to 
pocket Govt financial support; Shaira 

Court approves divorce
TDT | Manama 

Bahrain’s Sharia Court has 
dissolved the marriage of 

couple accepting the wife’s 
plea that the marriage was just 
a coverup for her husband to 
pocket the government’s fi-
nancial assistance. 

The wife, an Arab woman 
in her early twenties at the 
time of marriage, told the 
court that the man, a Bahraini 
citizen abandoned her once 
he received all documents re-
quired to applied for the gov-
ernment’s aid. 

The woman was brought to 
Bahrain by her husband after 
the marriage. 

She, however, told the Shar-
ia Court that he left her at her 
family home after a year-and-
a-half when he managed to get 
the documents. 

The woman’s lawyer Khu-
lood Mathloom told the court, 
“As soon he received the for-
mal paperwork of the marriage 
he dumped her at her uncle’s 
house.”

“He didn’t even bother to 
visit her at least once, even 
though she tried calling him 
many times, causing her deep 
mental trauma, as she was also 

new to the place. 
“He continued ignoring her 

calls and messages and failed 
to support her in times of dis-
tress,” Khulood Mathloom told 
the court. 

“He caused to her huge men-
tal damage with his acts,” she 
added.

Accepting the arguments, 
the court allowed the couple 
to part their ways.  

Peddling drugs: Hairdresser gets 10 years in jail 
TDT | Manama 

The Fourth High Criminal 
Court awarded a hairdress-

er, an Asian national, 10 years 
in jail and a fine of BD5,000 for 
selling drugs. 

The man, who was also black-
listed from reentering Bahrain, 
was caught red-handed while 
selling hashish oil in the Capital 
Governorate, last February. 

A tip-off received at the In-

terior Ministry Anti-narcotic 
department led to the investi-
gation and arrest. 

The police then verified the 
information received and laid a 
trap for the accused.  

On 9 February 2020, the de-
partment recruited a secret in-
former to contact the suspect 
and made a deal to buy BD50 of 
hashish oil from him at an open 
yard in the Seef District. 

Based on the inputs, a team of 

undercover cops then reached 
the spot and waited for the sus-
pect to arrive. As the suspect 
reached the spot and handed 
over the substance, cops in 
plainclothes apprehend him. 

The suspect was taken into 
custody and referred to the Pub-
lic Prosecution after completing 
the investigation.

The prosecution charged him 
with conducting illegal trade 
in drugs.
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Top Bahraini official urges 
international cooperation in 
fighting virus outbreak
Foreign Affairs Assistant Minister 
takes part in Human Rights Working 
Group virtual meeting
TDT | Manama 

Bahrain yesterday urged in-
ternational cooperation in 

respecting human rights while 
implementing measures to 
combat the Coronavirus (COV-
ID-19) pandemic. 

The world nations have a 
crucial role to play “in facing 
these challenges and respect-
ing rights,” Abdulla bin Faisal 
bin Jabur Al Doseri, the For-
eign Affairs Assistant Minister, 
said. 

He was speaking during the 
fifth meeting of the Human 
Rights Working Group held 
virtually with the European 
Union’s External Action Ser-
vice (EEAS).

Bahrain,  the Assistant 
Minister said, is battling the 
outbreak by implementing a 
balanced approach that gives 
“utmost priority to the rights 
of the individuals and safety 
of the society.”

The Kingdom is taking care 
“not to impose any unneces-
sary and disproportionate re-
strictions” and is “motivating 
citizens and residents to stay 
at their homes”.

Bahraini Ambassador to Bel-
gium, Dr Bahia Jawad Al Jishi, 
was present during the meet-
ing chaired by Gabriel Vina-
les, Director General of the 
Middle East and North Africa 
at the Foreign Employment 
Authority. Also present was 
Head of the European Union 
(EU) Delegate accredited to 
Bahrain, residing in Riyadh, 
Ambassador Michele Cervone 

D’urso. 
Further explaining Bahrain’s 

approach, the assistant min-
ister said: “Besides providing 
free medical care and services 
to all citizens and residents, 
Bahrain also suspended the 
fees for foreign patients at gov-
ernment health centres.”

Al Doseri said, His Majesty 
the King, on March 12, also 
granted amnesty to 901 prison-
ers on humanitarian grounds.

Al Doseri also highlighted 
the success attained by the Na-
tional Taskforce for Combating 
Coronavirus led by His Royal 
Highness the Crown Prince, 
Deputy Supreme Commander 
and First Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, Prince Salman bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa.

Al Mana reviewed the ef-
forts made by the Health Min-
istry in raising the absorptive 
capacity of isolation and treat-
ment centres to 4,257 beds. 

The European side praised 
the level of cooperation and 
coordination between the 
Kingdom and the EU. 

Stop throwing used masks 
and gloves on the ground 

Southern Municipality issues advisories, places small wayside containers 
TDT | Manama

The Southern District Municipality 
has issued advisories against throw-
ing masks and gloves on the street 

and public places. 
The unlawful littering, the Southern Dis-

trict Municipality officials said, is endan-
gering public health and causing concerns 
for people, an Al Ayam report said. 

To end this practice, the authority said 
they are now placing small containers to 
help public dispose of their used masks and 
gloves securely. 

Do not ‘throw them out in open plac-
es’ to protect public health, the officials  
urged. 

“Lot of people are throwing down their 
masks and gloves irresponsibility at public 
places,” officials at the authority said. “This 
has led us to come up with the idea of plac-
ing small containers.”

The bin, officials said, are placed at multi-
ple points at commercial streets and popu-
lar public destinations such as markets and 
supermarkets, in a way that allows locating 
it easily. 

The authority this year has launched 
an awareness campaign under the slo-
gan (Ramadan Giving) to encourage the 
public to adopt the correct practices to 
maintain the safety and health of the  

community.
The World Health Organisation (WHO) 

has earlier warned, “If medical masks are 
worn, appropriate use and disposal is es-

sential to ensure they are effective and to 
avoid any increase in the risk of transmis-
sion associated with the incorrect use and 
disposal of masks.” 

Representative picture (Courtesy of 
walesonline)

Abdulla bin Faisal bin Jabur Al Doseri

Small bins are placed to throw away used masks and gloves (Picture courtesy of Al Ayam)

Trio in the dock for 
human trafficking
TDT | Manama 

The Public Prosecu-
tion has completed 

investigations in a case 
involving three Asian na-
tionals who’re accused of 
human trafficking. 

The suspects,  two 
males and a female, will 
stand trial before the 
High Criminal Court on 
31 May 2020. 

This was confirmed 
by Capital Governorate 
Prosecution Chief Pros-
ecutor Mohammed Sa-
lah, who explained that 
the defendants lured the 
victim, a fellow Asian na-
tional, and forced her to 
work into prostitution.  

According to the de-
fendants’  confession 
and victim’s testimony, 
the victim was working 
as a domestic worker in 
Bahrain when she was 
contacted by the female 
suspect through a popu-
lar social media platform. 

The suspect convinced 

the victim to move out 
of her employer’s house 
with promises of a better 
job and better pay.  

After leaving her cur-
rent employer, the trio 
then brought her to an 
apartment in Hoora area 
in the Capital Governo-
rate. 

However, upon reach-
ing the place, the trio 
locked her up and took 
her mobile phone deny-
ing any contact with the 
outside world.  

She was forced to prac-
tice prostitution in return 
for amounts that the de-

fendants collected. 
The incident came to 

light, only when the vic-
tim managed to obtain a 
phone from another lady, 
who was with her and in-
formed the police. 

Police following a raid 
freed the victims and ar-
rested the suspects. 

The defendants were 
referred to the Public 
Prosecution. 

During interrogation, 
the trio confessed to their 
crimes. The prosecution 
ordered to keep them in 
custody until the next 
court session.

Representative picture (Courtesy of lone star legal aid)

Eight private 
hospitals allowed 
to conduct 
COVID-19 tests: 
Al Ayam reports
TDT | Manama 

Eight private hospitals in the Kingdom have 
so far granted permits to conduct tests for 

Coronavirus, according to an Al Ayam report. 
Those who are not infected or suspected 

to have an infection and who do not have any 
symptom but wish to conduct a test are eligible 
to take the test. 

“Al Salam Hospital, American Hospital, Roy-
al Hospital, Awali Hospital, Specialist Hos-
pital, Canadian Hospital, Ibn Al Nafees Hos-
pital and Dr Tariq Saeed Hospital” received 
the permits, the report said citing unnamed  
sources. 

The report further said that curative health 
services, including continuous examination, 
quarantine and treatment, are free of charge in 
all precautionary quarantine centres, isolation 
and treatment centres for citizens and residents 
in the Kingdom.

While the tests are provided free of charge at 
government facilities, Al Ayam quoting sources 
said it might range between 40 and 50 fifty di-
nars in a private hospital. 


