
Daniel Kinahan named special advisor to KHK Sports
TDT | Manama

International boxing power 
broker, Daniel Kinahan, has 

been appointed as special ad-
visor to KHK Sports in Bahrain.

Kinahan has been involved in 
the world of combat sports, at 
the highest levels, since his ear-
lier days as one of the original 
founders of MTK Global before 
branching away and advising 
some of the biggest names and 
organizations in the industry 
for over a decade and has been 
instrumental in securing some 
of the biggest global events in 
the sport. As advisor for Top 
Rank in the MENA region, his 
expertise and connections will 
strengthen the KHK Sports 
brand and immediately expand 
its international reach.

Khalid bin Hamad Al Khali-
fa Sports (KHK Sports) is a vi-
sion of His Highness Shaikh 
Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
First Deputy President of the 
Supreme Council for Youth and 
Sports, President of the Bahrain 
Olympic Committee and Found-
er of BRAVE Combat Federation.

In this significant move, Kina-
han’s role will advise across 
KHK Sports entire portfolio, 
encompassing KHK MMA, KHK 
Boxing and Mixed Martial Arts 
Promotion and BRAVE Combat 
Federation. 

KHK Sports focuses on de-
veloping the national sports 
economy in nineteen nations, 
bringing together the FDI, trade 
relationships and tourism expo-
sure through sports.

The organisation is known 
for developing sports business, 
primarily in combat sports. 
KHK Sports holds international 
world events and owns the larg-
est sports media property in the 
Middle East.

KHK Sports supports local and 
international athletes, advances 
and develops mixed martial arts 
in Bahrain at all levels, includ-
ing establishing a national team 
and alongside bringing in glob-
al talent and events to the and 
also encourages the youth of 
Bahrain to engage and compete 
in sports. 

Under KHK Sports, the or-
ganization has successfully 
launched KHK MMA, KHK Box-
ing, KHK Racing, KHK Wrestling, 
KHK Cricket and Mixed Martial 
Arts Promotion BRAVE Combat 
Federation, in addition to in-
vesting in many other areas in-
cluding European Soccer Clubs.

His Highness recognizes the 
importance of sporting events 
in promoting the Kingdom of 
Bahrain globally and enhancing 
the Kingdom’s tourism industry 
and the economy. His Highness 
appreciates the tremendous val-

ue. Kinahan will lend to the or-
ganization.

HH Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa said, “Sports plays a 
major part in shaping our youth 
and defining the future of the 
world. With an infrastructure 
that can evolve, the sports pro-
vide opportunity, regardless or 
race, religion or even market-
ability; and simply based on 
talent and becoming a global 
project for uniting the world.  It 
is about hope and belief that the 
impossible does not exist. This 
will be our vision for KHK sports 
to achieve and with a great team 
we can.”

Speaking on the announce-
ment, CEO of KHK Sports, KHK 
MMA and President of BRAVE 
Combat Federation, Moham-
med Shahid said, “I would like 
to officially welcome Daniel 

Kinahan to the KHK Family. 
It is a pleasure to have him on 
board. His involvement in com-
bat sports, his achievements and 
his knowledge is what we need 
for our vision for KHK sports. 
Daniel has the same vision for 
sports as us; changing lives, 
equal opportunities, making 
dreams come true and uniting 
the world through sports. KHK 
SPORTS are happy to official-
ly have Kinahan as our special 
advisor.”

Kinahan said, “It is an honour 
for me to work with HH Shaikh 
Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
Mohammed Shahid and the 
entire the team at KHK Sports. 
KHK Sports has made an im-
pressive mark on the world of 
combat sports and has fantastic 
ambitions to grow into a global 
powerhouse. I look forward to 
working with the team to realise 
these dreams and further build 
Bahrain combat sports into a 
globally recognized presence. 
We will create opportunities for 
Bahraini fighters on the interna-
tional stage whilst attracting the 
biggest names in the sport to the 
Kingdom. HH Shaikh Khalid has 
been visionary in his approach 
to the sport and has built KHK 
Sports out of passion which is 
paramount to continued growth 
and inspiration of the people of 
Bahrain.”
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Sainz to succeed Vettel at Ferrari
Daniel Ricciardo will swap Renault for McLaren next season
AFP | London

Spanish driver Carlos Sainz 
will replace four-time For-
mula One world champion 

Sebastian Vettel at Ferrari next 
season, while Daniel Ricciardo 
has signed a “multi-year” deal 
with McLaren from 2021.

Sainz, 25, will leave McLar-
en following the 2020 season 
to partner 22-year-old Charles 
Leclerc at Ferrari, forming the 
team’s youngest pairing in the 
past 50 years.

“With five seasons already be-
hind him, Carlos has proved to 
be very talented and has shown 
that he has the technical ability 
and the right attributes to make 
him an ideal fit with our family,” 
Ferrari team boss Mattia Binot-
to said in a statement yesterday.

“We’ve embarked on a new 
cycle with the aim of getting 
back to the top in Formula 1. 
It will be a long journey, not 
without its difficulties,” he add-
ed, referring to the additional 
challenges created by the coro-
navirus pandemic.

“We believe that a driver pair-
ing with the talent and person-
ality of Charles and Carlos... will 
be the best possible combina-
tion to help us reach the goals 
we have set ourselves.”

Sainz emerged in pole posi-
tion to succeed Vettel at Ma-
ranello after the German an-
nounced Tuesday he was quit-
ting Ferrari after talks over a 
new contract broke down.

Sainz, whose father, also Car-
los, is a two-time world rally 
champion, has previously driv-
en for Red Bull’s feeder team 
Toro Rosso and Renault before 
impressing with McLaren last 
season.

He secured the once all-con-

quering British team’s first po-
dium place in almost six years 
in Brazil last year.

Signing Sainz will also end 
any lingering speculation about 
six-time champion Lewis Ham-
ilton leaving Mercedes for Fer-
rari.

“I am very happy that I will 
be driving for Scuderia Ferrari 
in 2021 and I’m excited about 
my future with the team,” said 
Sainz.

“I still have an important year 
ahead with McLaren Racing and 
I’m really looking forward to 
going racing again with them 
this season.”

Domino effect
Australian Ricciardo will 

drive for McLaren next season 
when he takes over the seat left 
vacant by Sainz.

Ricciardo, 30, will line up 
alongside Britain’s Lando Nor-
ris, 20, in 2021 after he leaves 
Renault at the end of this sea-

son.
“Daniel is a proven race-win-

ner and his experience, com-
mitment and energy will be a 
valuable addition to McLaren 
and our mission to return to the 
front of the field,” said McLaren 
team principal Andreas Seidl.

“With Daniel and Lando as 
teammates, I believe we have 
two racers who will continue 
to excite our fans and help the 
team grow.”

Ricciardo has won seven races 
and recorded 29 podium finish-
es since his F1 debut with the 
HRT team at the British Grand 
Prix in 2011.

He drove for Red Bull’s junior 
team Toro Rosso in 2012 and 
2013 before making the jump 
to the flagship Red Bull team 
in 2014. He finished third in 
the drivers’ standings in 2014 
and 2016.

However, he failed to muster 
a single top-three finish in his 
first season at Renault.

After the first 10 races of the 
coronavirus-hit 2020 campaign 
were either cancelled or post-
poned, Formula One hopes to 
open its season in Austria with 
back-to-back races on July 5 
and 12.

F1 chief Chase Carey last 
week insisted a 15-18 race sea-
son was still possible, but he ad-
mitted that all scenarios are on 
the table “including the remote 
possibility of no racing in 2020”.

(L-R) Max Verstappen, Carlos Sainz and Daniel Ricciardo are seen during a walk in Circuit de Monaco (file photo)

I look forward to 
working with the 

team to realise these 
dreams and further 

build Bahrain combat 
sports into a globally 
recognized presence

DANIEL KINAHAN

KHK Heroes supports 
the Bahrain Parents Care 
Society with delivery of Al 
Osra Restaurant meals

TDT | Manama

KHK Heroes volunteers are 
supporting the Bahrain 

Parents Care Society with de-
livery of meals provided by 
Al Osra Restaurant’s Feed the 
Needy Campaign.

Al Osra Restaurant man-
aging editor Miraz Ibrahim 
spoke of the importance of giv-
ing in this time of need, ‘every-
one has been affected by this 
Pandemic, but some more than 
others – to the point where 
it’s become hard to provide 
for their families and that is 
why we have initiated Al Osra 
Restaurant’s Feed the Needy 
Campaign, we all need to do 
our part.”

Initiated by HH Shaikh 
Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa 

to support the vision of HRH 
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, the Crown Prince, 
Deputy Supreme Command-
er, and First Deputy Premier 
and HH Shaikh Nasser bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, His Majes-
ty the King’s Representative 
for Charity Works and Youth 
Affairs, National Security 
Advisor and President of the 
Supreme Council for Youth 
and Sports, KHK Heroes has 
called on the nation for a unit-
ed cause, helping those most 
vulnerable during the Corona-
virus Pandemic.

Public can take part in the 
challenge by making dona-
tions, volunteering time to 
KHK Heroes or post a video 
online and nominate someone 
to pay it forward.

KHK Heroes delivery

Carlos Sainz finished 
sixth in the Formula 

One drivers’ champion-
ship in 2019

KNOW WHAT

Hamilton tops Sunday Times 
sportspersons’ rich list

Reuters | London

Six-times Formula One 
world champion Lewis 

Hamilton is the richest sport-
sperson in the United King-
dom with a net worth of 224 
million pounds ($275.6 mil-
lion), according to The Sunday 
Times newspaper’s Rich List 
thesundaytimes.co.uk/spor-
trichlist.

Hamilton, who signed a 
new contract with Mercedes 
in 2018 worth up to 40 mil-
lion pounds a year, saw his 
net worth rise by 37 million 
pounds over the last year.

Rory McIlroy, who returned 
to the top of golf ’s world rank-
ings in February for the first 
time since 2015, is the only 

other sportsperson to feature 
on the main Rich List with 
a net worth of 170 million 
pounds.

Wales soccer player Ga-
reth Bale, who earns 350,000 
pounds per week after tax at 
Real Madrid, has a net worth 
of 114 million pounds and is 
the richest sportsperson aged 
30 or under.

The Young Rich List is 
dominated by sports person-
alities who account for 18 
of the 50 places, with world 
heavyweight boxing champi-
on Anthony Joshua the only 
non-footballer to make the cut.

Joshua earned an estimated 
78 million pounds from his two 
fights with Andy Ruiz Jr last 
year, taking his net worth to 
107 million pounds.

Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton is carried by fans after winning the British 
Formula One Grand Prix at Silverstone, England (file photo)


