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First non-aristocratic, free pub-
lic school in Europe is opened in 
Frascati, Italy

HMS Beagle with 
Charles Darwin on 
board reaches the 
Galapagos Islands

 First use of tanks in war-
fare, “Little Willies” at Battle 
of Flers-Courcelette, part of 
the Battle of the Somme

Scottish bacteriologist Alexander 
Fleming discovers penicillin 

while studying influenza
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We strongly wel-
come the @Eu-

roparl_EN’s voting today 
to set stricter limits on 
#airpollution, follow-
ing the @WHO air qual-
ity guidelines. This is 
a major step towards 
healthier environments 
and protecting people’s 
health.

@DrTedros

@POTUS has appoint-
ed Penny Pritzker 

as the U.S. Special Rep-
resentative for Ukraine’s 
Economic Recovery. She 
will work with Ukraine’s 
government, interna-
tional partners, and the 
private sector to acceler-
ate Ukraine’s economic 
transformation.

@SecBlinken

We’re mobilizing a 
whole-of-country 

effort to cut America’s 
cancer death rate by half 
in the next 25 years and 
boost support for patients 
and families. And it starts 
with a government-wide 
effort like this first-ever 
Cancer Cabinet to un-
leash every asset within 
our power.

@POTUS

Humanity is facing 
huge challenges. 

People are looking to 
their leaders for a way 
out of this mess. Next 
week, many of these 
leaders will be gathering 
for #UNGA. They have a 
special responsibility to 
achieve compromise in 
designing our common 
future for our common 
good.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u Russia on Thursday said 
it was expelling two US embassy staff 
for allegedly “liaising” with Robert 
Shonov, a former US consulate worker 
accused by Moscow of spying. Shonov, 
who worked for the US consulate 
in Vladivostok, was charged with 
allegedly passing information about 
the conflict in Ukraine to American 
diplomats, a claim the US has rejected. 
Russia’s foreign ministry said the two US 
diplomats -- Jeff Sillin and David Bernstein 
-- conducted “illegal activities by liaising 
with a Russian citizen, (Robert) Shonov”. 
“The US ambassador was told that Sillin and 
Bernstein must leave the territory of Russia within seven days under the status 
of persona non grata,” it said. Tensions between Russia and the United States 
have been deteriorating for years, and both sides have expelled diplomatic staff. 
The United States strongly condemned Shonov’s arrest in May, accusing Russia of 
using “increasingly repressive laws against its own citizens”.

u Slamming Elon Musk for calling Taiwan an 
“integral part of China,” the Taiwan foreign minister 
has asserted that Taiwan is “not for sale”. Musk, the 
owner of the social media platform X (formerly known 
as Twitter), as well as the Tesla (TSLA.O) electric car 
company and Starlink satellite network has stated 
that Taiwan is an integral part of China. His remarks 
at the All-In Summit in Los Angeles were recorded 

and posted to YouTube this week. “Their (Beijing’s) policy has been to reunite 
Taiwan with China. From their standpoint, maybe it is analogous to Hawaii or 
something like that, like an integral part of China that is arbitrarily not part of 
China mostly because … the US Pacific Fleet has stopped any sort of reunification 
effort by force,” Musk said. Responding to this, Taiwan’s Foreign Minister Joseph 
Wu, posted on X on Wednesday night, “Hope @
elonmusk can also ask the #CCP to open @X to its 
people. Perhaps he thinks banning it is a good policy, 
like turning off @Starlink to thwart #Ukraine’s 
counterstrike against #Russia. Listen up, #Taiwan is 
not part of the #PRC & certainly not for sale! JW.”

u An iconic red sweater worn by Princess Diana 
shortly after her engagement to then-Prince Charles, 
featuring rows of fluffy little sheep, sold at auction for 
more than $1.1 million following a frenetic bout of final 
bidding, Sotheby’s announced yesterday. The 19-year-old 
sported the knit garment -- which includes one black 
sheep amid dozens of otherwise white wooly creatures -- at a June 1981 polo 
match during her whirlwind days as a shy royal-in-the-making. The playfully 
patterned “Black Sheep” sweater became one of the most emblematic articles of 
clothing worn by Diana, which in hindsight seems to foretell her troubled journey 
as a member of the British royal family.
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The Breakthrough Prize awards "the world's 
most brilliant minds" in fields including life 
sciences, fundamental physics and mathematics, 
styling itself as the Silicon Valley-backed answer 
to the Nobels. Founding sponsors include Sergey 
Brin, Priscilla Chan and Mark Zuckerberg.

KNOW WHAT

Ukraine backtracks 
on retaking village 
near Bakhmut
Kyiv, Ukraine

Ukraine’s deputy de-
fence minister Gan-

na Malyar backtracked on 
an announcement earlier 
Thursday that Kyiv had re-
taken an eastern village near 
Bakhmut after troops on the 
ground said fighting was 
ongoing. Kyiv began push-
ing back against Moscow’s 
forces in the south and east 
of the country in June after 
building up Western weap-
ons and recruiting assault 
battalions. Malyar had an-
nounced that the village of 
Andriivka was “ours”, say-
ing Kyiv’s forces were “mov-
ing forward in the Bakhmut 
sector.” The announcement 
was rejected by Ukrainian 
soldiers on the ground.

“The statement about the 
capture of Andriivka is pre-
mature,” the 3rd Separate 
Assault Brigade, fighting in 
the Donetsk region, said on 
social media. “There are se-
rious and important battles 
in the areas of Klishchivka 
and Andriivka,” it said, call-
ing the statement “unfair.” 
Malyar said she was “clar-
ifying” the situation, blam-
ing it on a “communication 
breakdown.”

German Red Cross 
says Morocco aid 
plan thwarted
Berlin, Germany

The German Red Cross 
(DRK) yesterday said it 

had been forced to cancel a 
plan to deliver aid to earth-
quake-hit Morocco.

“For reasons beyond our 
control... new rules and reg-
ulations announced at short 
notice have made it impos-
sible for the plane to take off 
today,” the DRK said, with-
out giving further details.

“We deeply regret these 
developments because the 
people on the ground ur-
gently need help,” it said.

Immunologist wins 'Breakthrough Prize' for innovative cancer treatment
AFP | Washing-
ton, United States

When Michel 
Sadelain be-

gan his decades-long 
quest to genetical-
ly modify immune 
cells to fight cancer, 
his peers dismissed his ideas as 
absurd and even his mother grew 
concerned for his career.

On Thursday, the French 
and Canadian scientist was an-
nounced as a winner of the pres-

tigious Breakthrough 
Prize for his pioneering 
work in CAR T-cell ther-
apy, a new form of treat-
ment that has shown ex-
ceptional efficacy against 
blood cancers.

"Over the years, I can't 
tell you how many times 

I've heard this won't work, can't 
work, even if it works it has no 
future," the 63-year-old told AFP 
in an interview.

He was passed up for grants, 
promotions became uncer-

tain, and graduate students 
steered clear of joining his  
lab.

"One thing I have to do is to 
throw a big party with all those 
who contributed," Sadelain said, 

laughing. He will split $3 mil-
lion with American immunol-
ogist Carl June, who also led 
groundbreaking research into 
the field independently of his  
co-winner.

Dr Michel Sadelain

Global aid effort intensifies 
for flood-stricken Libya

AFP | Derna, Libya

A global aid effort for Libya 
gathered pace yesterday 
after a tsunami-sized flash 

flood killed at least 4,000 people, 
with thousands more missing -- a 
death toll the UN blamed in part 
on the legacy of years of war and 
chaos.

The enormous surge of storm 
water burst two upstream river 
dams late Sunday and reduced 
the city of Derna to an apoca-
lyptic wasteland where entire 
city blocks and untold numbers 
of people were washed into the 
Mediterranean.

“Within seconds the water 
level suddenly rose,” recounted 
one injured survivor who said he 
was swept away with his mother 

in the late-night ordeal before 
both managed to cling onto and 
scramble into an empty build-
ing downstream. “The water was 

rising with us until we got to the 
fourth floor, the water was up to 
the second floor,” the unidentified 
man said from his hospital bed, in 

testimony published by the Beng-
hazi Medical Center.

“We could hear screams. From 
the window I saw cars and bodies 
being carried away by the water. 
It lasted an hour or an hour and a 
half -- but for us, it felt like a year.”

Hundreds of body bags now line 
Derna’s mud-caked streets, await-
ing mass burials, as traumatised 
and grieving residents search 
mangled buildings for missing 
loved ones and bulldozers clear 
streets of debris and mountains 
of sand.

“The scale of the flood disas-
ter in Libya is shocking and it 
is heartbreaking,” said UN Un-
der-Secretary-General for Hu-
manitarian Affairs and Emer-
gency Relief Coordinator Martin 
Griffiths.

This image grab from footage published on social networks by Libyan al-Masar television channel on September 13 shows an aerial view of a extensive damage in the wake 
of floods after the Mediterranean storm “Daniel” hit Libya's eastern city of Derna.

Putin, Kim gifted each other ‘rifles’: Kremlin
AFP | Moscow, Russia

Vladimir Putin and Kim Jung 
Un gifted each other rifles 

when they met in Far Eastern 
Russia, the Kremlin said on 
Thursday, confirming the iso-
lated Russian leader will visit 
North Korea as Moscow woos 
another pariah state.

The Russian president met 
with Kim on Wednesday amid 
speculation they would agree 
on an arms deal. Putin “gave 
(Kim) a rifle from our produc-
tion of the highest quality. In 
return, he also received a North 
Korean-made rifle,” Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov said.

Putin also gifted the North 
Korean leader a “glove from a 
space suit that has been to space 

several times.” Kim, who seldom 
leaves his country, held talks 
with Putin at the Vostochny cos-
modrome. 

The Kremlin said his visit to 
Russia’s Far East would last “a 
few more days.”Moscow also 

confirmed that Putin “gratefully 
accepted Kim’s invitation” to 
visit Pyongyang, which North 
Korean state television earlier 
announced.

Peskov said Moscow will first 
“quickly prepare” to send For-

eign Minister Sergei Lavrov to 
Pyongyang, with his trip expect-
ed in October, before a Putin 
visit can be arranged.

North Korean into space
Putin and Kim also discussed 

the possibility of sending a 
North Korean into space, Rus-
sian news agencies quoted Pu-
tin’s spokesman as saying.

“We talked about the fact that 
if the North Korean side wishes, 
a North Korean cosmonaut can 
be trained and sent into space,” 
the TASS and RIA Novosti news 
agencies quoted Dmitry Peskov 
as saying. If that were to hap-
pen, the cosmonaut would be 
the first North Korean ever to 
go into space.

North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un (2nd L) and Russia's President Vladimir Putin 
(R) visitng the Vostochny Cosmodrome in Russia's Amur region

London police pay ‘substantial’ 
damages to women arrested at vigil
AFP | London, United Kingdom

London’s Metropolitan Po-
lice has apologised and 

paid “substantial” compensa-
tion to two women arrested at 
a March 2021 vigil for Sarah 
Everard who was kidnapped, 
raped and murdered by a serv-
ing police officer, their lawyers 
said Thursday.

Hundreds of people, mostly 
women, attended the vigil for 
Everard in south London near 
where the 33-year-old market-
ing executive went missing.

Police officers scuffled with 
some members of the crowd 
towards the end of the vigil, 
held despite coronavirus re-

strictions, with the sight of 
male officers restraining and 
handcuffing female demon-
strators drawing widespread 
criticism.

Patsy Stevenson and Dania 
Al-Obeid, who were both de-
tained at the event and took 
legal action, had reached a set-
tlement with the Met Police, 
Bindmans, the law firm repre-
senting them, said.

Bindmans said the Metro-
politan Police issued an apol-
ogy and paid “substantial” 
damages.

“It has taken over two years 
to reach this conclusion,” Ste-
venson said in a statement.

Most casualties could have been avoided: UN
Geneva, Switzerland

The United Nations said 
Thursday that most of the 

thousands of deaths in Libya’s 
flood disaster could have been 
averted if early warning and 
emergency management sys-
tems had functioned properly.

With better functioning coor-
dination in the crisis-wracked 
country, the human toll could 
have been far smaller, the UN’s 
World Meteorological Organ-

ization said. It warned that 
other conflict-hit countries 
faced similar, dangerous defi-
ciencies to their early warning  
systems.

If the system in Libya ad 
worked properly, “the emergen-
cy management forces would 
have been able to carry out the 
evacuation of the people, and we 
could have avoided most of the 
human casualties,” WMO chief 
Petteri Taalas told reporters in 
Geneva.

India imposes curbs after two die of Nipah
AFP | New Delhi, India

India has curbed public 
gatherings and shut some 

schools in the southern state 
of Kerala after two people died 
of Nipah, a virus from bats or 
pigs that causes deadly fever, 
officials said Thursday.

The virus has no vaccine and 
a fatality rate ranging from 40 
to 75%, according to the World 
Health Organization.

Symptoms include intense 
fever, vomiting and a respira-
tory infection, but severe cases 
can involve seizures and en-
cephalitis, an inflammation of 
the brain, and result in a coma.

Three others have tested 
positive, and more than 700 
people including 153 health 
workers who came in contact 
with those infected are under 
observation, health officials 
said. At least four people have 
been hospitalised, including 

the nine-year-old child of one 
of the victims.

Initially transmitted from 
animals such as fruit bats or 
pigs, Nipah is also spread from 
person to person, the WHO 
said. The incubation period -- 
the time from infection to the 
onset of symptoms -- ranges 
from around four to 14 days, 
but has been reported to be as 
long as 45 days, according to 
the WHO.

Health workers wearing protective 
gear shift people who have been in 
contact with a person infected with 
the Nipah virus to an isolation center 
at a goverment hospital in Kozikode

NASA joins the still 
controversial search for UFOs

AFP | Washington, United 
States

NASA on Thursday officially 
joined the search for UFOs 

-- but reflecting the stigma 
attached to the field, the US 
space agency wouldn’t iden-
tify the director of the new 
program tasked with tracking 
mystery flying objects.

The official’s appointment is 
the result of a year-long NASA 
fact-finding report into what 
NASA calls “unidentified anom-
alous phenomena (UAP).”

“At NASA, it’s in our DNA 
to explore -- and to ask why 
things are the way they are,” 
NASA chief Bill Nelson said.

An independent team of 
16 researchers concluded in 
the report that the search for 
UAPs “demands a rigorous, ev-
idence-based approach.”

“We need to ensure that the 
scientific process and methods 
are free,” said Daniel Evans, 

who worked on the year-long 
NASA report leading to the an-
nouncement.

“Some of the threats and the 
harassment have been beyond 
the pale quite frankly,” Evans 
said.

800 events
There have been more than 

800 “events” collected over 
27 years, of which two to five 
percent are thought to be pos-
sibly anomalous, the report’s 
authors said during a May 
meeting.

These are defined as “any-
thing that is not readily under-
standable by the operator or 
the sensor,” or “something that 
is doing something weird,” said 
team member Nadia Drake.

The US government has be-
gun taking the issue of UAPs 
more seriously in recent years, 
in part due to concerns that 
they are related to foreign sur-
veillance.

Representative picture

UK man swims entire New York 
river in clean-water campaign

AFP | New York, United States

British endurance swimmer 
Lewis Pugh on Wednes-

day completed a 315-mile 
(500-kilometer) journey down 
New York’s Hudson River, 
highlighting its successful dec-
ades-long cleanup as a beacon 
for other waterways.

“Fifty years ago, this was one 
of the most polluted rivers in 
the whole world,” said Pugh, 
53, who was appointed the first 
UN patron of the oceans a dec-
ade ago.

“We need to have clean, 
healthy rivers,” he told report-
ers after completing the unas-
sisted trip from the Hudson’s 
mountain source all the way 
down to New York City.

He said that in New York’s 
industrial past, the river would 
sometimes change color from 
day to day, depending on what 

dyes and other pollutants were 
dumped or ran off.

But after decades of action to 
clean up pollution, Pugh was 
able to safely swim down the 
river, a month-long feat he said 
will hopefully inspire others.

“They’re going to be inspired 
by what happened here and 
say to themselves: ‘If they can 
do that in the Hudson, surely 
we can do it in our river and 
our river can also be saved,’” he 
said.Pugh has previously un-
dertaken high-profile swims 
in Antarctica, the North Pole 
and the Red Sea to advocate for 
rivers clean enough to swim 
and fish in safely.

His Hudson River feat comes 
as leaders from the around the 
globe are set to descend on 
New York to attend the annual 
UN General Assembly, during 
which a historic High Seas 
Treaty is to be formally signed.

Lewis Pugh arrives at the finish of his 315-Mile Hudson River swim in New 
York

Body of Ecuadorean crime boss 
stolen from Colombian cemetery
AFP | Bogote, Colombia

The body of Ecuadorean 
fugitive Junior Roldan 

was illegally exhumed from a 
Colombian graveyard, police 
said Wednesday, months after 
the former Los Choneros drug 
gang boss was buried.

Roldan, who went by the ali-
as JR, was accused of several 
attacks and murders in Ecua-
dor’s prisons.

More than 430 inmates have 
died violently since 2021, doz-
ens of them dismembered and 
incinerated in disputes be-
tween rival gangs linked to Co-
lombian and Mexican cartels.

Roldan’s body disappeared 
from the vault where he was 
buried in May, local police told 
AFP Wednesday.

Roldan was released from a 
prison in the Ecuadorean port 
city of Guayaquil -- a hub for 
several drug gangs -- in Feb-
ruary 2023 and was granted 
parole, a decision criticized 
by President Guillermo Lasso.

He was wounded in an 
armed attack in March, after 
which prison authorities lost 
track of him.

Colombian authorit ies 
found his body shot in the head 
in a rural area in the country’s 
northwest two months later.

After no one claimed the 

body, it was buried in a cem-
etery in Envigado on the out-
skirts of Medellin, Colombia’s 
second city, on May 18.

There are more than 13 or-
ganized crime groups oper-
ating in Ecuador, officials say, 
the oldest and most powerful 
of which is Los Choneros.

Following the murder of Los 
Choneros leader Jorge Luis 
Zambrano in 2020, the gang 
reportedly split into several 
factions.

Roldan, Zambrano’s former 
lieutenant, became part of the 
Las Aguilas gang, while Adolfo 
Macias, also known as Fito, 
began commanding the Los 
Fatales group.

Macias, imprisoned since 
2011, was transferred to a max-
imum security jail last month 
soon after the murder of pres-
idential hopeful Fernando Vil-
lavicencio, who was shot by 
Colombian hitmen days before 
the first round of voting.

Junior Roldán

EU parliament backs criminalising paying for sex
Strasbourg, France

The European Parliament 
voted on Thursday to back 

a motion calling for those paying 
for prostitution to face criminal 
prosecution.

The motion is non-binding, but 
comes at a time when several EU 
member states are reconsider-
ing their laws on prostitution, 
which vary wildly around the  
bloc.

It urges EU countries to make 

it a crime to “solicit, accept or 
obtain a sexual act from a person 
in exchange for remuneration, 
the promise of remuneration, the 
provision of a benefit in kind or 

the promise of such a benefit.”
The motion generated fierce 

debate and was only passed by 
234 votes to 175, with all the main 
party groupings of right and left 

split on the issue and MEPs voting 
as they wished.

Some EU countries such as Cro-
atia and Lithuania ban prostitu-
tion and have criminal penalties 
for sex workers. Some -- notably 
Germany, Austria and the Neth-
erlands -- have legalised and reg-
ulated it.

Some others -- including Swe-
den, France and Ireland -- have 
sought to switch the criminal re-
sponsibility for sex work onto the 
clients in the transaction.

Japan warns 
against ‘violations’ 
of UN ban on arms 
deals with N.Korea
Tokyo, Japan

Japan warned yesterday 
against violating UN res-

olutions on arms deals with 
North Korea, after Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
met with Kim Jong Un.

“We are watching (the 
talks) with concerns in-
cluding the possibility that 
it could lead to violations of 
the Security Council’s ban 
on all arms-related material 
transactions with North Ko-
rea,” new Foreign Minister 
Yoko Kamikawa said. Kami-
kawa said that the “Russian 
invasion of Ukraine cannot 
be accepted”. She added: 
“Japan has urged third par-
ties not to provide support 
to Russian forces. We are 
watching related activities 
with concerns.”
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