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| view of a extensive damage in the wake

testimony published by the Beng-
hazi Medical Center.

“We could hear screams. From
the window I saw cars and bodies
being carried away by the water.
It lasted an hour or an hour and a
half -- but for us, it felt like a year.”

Hundreds of body bags now line
Derna’s mud-caked streets, await-
ing mass burials, as traumatised
and grieving residents search
mangled buildings for missing
loved ones and bulldozers clear
streets of debris and mountains
of sand.

“The scale of the flood disas-
ter in Libya is shocking and it
is heartbreaking,” said UN Un-
der-Secretary-General for Hu-
manitarian Affairs and Emer-
gency Relief Coordinator Martin
Griffiths.

ying for sex

split on the issue and MEPs voting
as they wished.

Some EU countries such as Cro-
atia and Lithuania ban prostitu-
tion and have criminal penalties
for sex workers. Some -- notably
Germany, Austria and the Neth-
erlands -- have legalised and reg-
ulated it.

Some others -- including Swe-
den, France and Ireland -- have
sought to switch the criminal re-
sponsibility for sex work onto the
clients in the transaction.

ancer treatment

akthrough Prize awards "the world’s
lliant minds" in fields including life

, fundamental physics and mathematics,
tself as the Silicon Valley-backed answer
obels. Founding sponsors include Sergey
scilla Chan and Mark Zuckerberg.

laughing. He will split $3 mil-
lion with American immunol-
ogist Carl June, who also led
groundbreaking research into
the field independently of his
co-winner.

Putin, Kim gifted each other ‘rifles’: Kremlin

AFP | Moscow, Russia

ladimir Putin and Kim Jung

Un gifted each other rifles
when they met in Far Eastern
Russia, the Kremlin said on
Thursday, confirming the iso-
lated Russian leader will visit
North Korea as Moscow woo0s
another pariah state.

The Russian president met
with Kim on Wednesday amid
speculation they would agree
on an arms deal. Putin “gave
(Kim) a rifle from our produc-
tion of the highest quality. In
return, he also received a North
Korean-made rifle,” Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov said.

Putin also gifted the North
Korean leader a “glove from a
space suit that has been to space

/

North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un (2nd L) and Russia’s President Vladimir Putin
(R) visitng the Vostochny Cosmodrome in Russia’s Amur region

several times.” Kim, who seldom
leaves his country, held talks
with Putin at the Vostochny cos-
modrome.

The Kremlin said his visit to
Russia’s Far East would last “a
few more days.”Moscow also

confirmed that Putin “gratefully
accepted Kim’s invitation” to
visit Pyongyang, which North
Korean state television earlier
announced.

Peskov said Moscow will first
“quickly prepare” to send For-

eign Minister Sergei Lavrov to
Pyongyang, with his trip expect-
ed in October, before a Putin
visit can be arranged.

North Korean into space

Putin and Kim also discussed
the possibility of sending a
North Korean into space, Rus-
sian news agencies quoted Pu-
tin’s spokesman as saying.

“We talked about the fact that
if the North Korean side wishes,
a North Korean cosmonaut can
be trained and sent into space,”’
the TASS and RIA Novosti news
agencies quoted Dmitry Peskov
as saying. If that were to hap-
pen, the cosmonaut would be
the first North Korean ever to
go into space.

London police pay *

substantial’

damages to women arrested at vigil

AFP | London, United Kingdom

ondon’s Metropolitan Po-

lice has apologised and
paid “substantial” compensa-
tion to two women arrested at
a March 2021 vigil for Sarah
Everard who was kidnapped,
raped and murdered by a serv-
ing police officer, their lawyers
said Thursday.

Hundreds of people, mostly
women, attended the vigil for
Everard in south London near
where the 33-year-old market-
ing executive went missing.

Police officers scuffled with
some members of the crowd
towards the end of the vigil,
held despite coronavirus re-

strictions, with the sight of
male officers restraining and
handcuffing female demon-
strators drawing widespread
criticism.

Patsy Stevenson and Dania
Al-Obeid, who were both de-
tained at the event and took
legal action, had reached a set-
tlement with the Met Police,
Bindmans, the law firm repre-
senting them, said.

Bindmans said the Metro-
politan Police issued an apol-
ogy and paid “substantial”
damages.

“It has taken over two years
to reach this conclusion,” Ste-
venson said in a statement.

UK man swims entire New York

Lewis Pugh arrives at the finish of his 315-Mile Hudson River swim in New

York
AFP | New York, United States

ritish endurance swimmer

Lewis Pugh on Wednes-
day completed a 315-mile
(500-kilometer) journey down
New York’s Hudson River,
highlighting its successful dec-
ades-long cleanup as a beacon
for other waterways.

“Fifty years ago, this was one
of the most polluted rivers in
the whole world,” said Pugh,
53, who was appointed the first
UN patron of the oceans a dec-
ade ago.

“We need to have clean,
healthy rivers,” he told report-
ers after completing the unas-
sisted trip from the Hudson’s
mountain source all the way
down to New York City.

He said that in New York’s
industrial past, the river would
sometimes change color from
day to day, depending on what

dyes and other pollutants were
dumped or ran off.

But after decades of action to
clean up pollution, Pugh was
able to safely swim down the
river, amonth-long feat he said
will hopefully inspire others.

“They’re going to be inspired
by what happened here and
say to themselves: ‘If they can
do that in the Hudson, surely
we can do it in our river and
our river can also be saved,” he
said.Pugh has previously un-
dertaken high-profile swims
in Antarctica, the North Pole
and the Red Sea to advocate for
rivers clean enough to swim
and fish in safely.

His Hudson River feat comes
as leaders from the around the
globe are set to descend on
New York to attend the annual
UN General Assembly, during
which a historic High Seas
Treaty is to be formally signed.

India imposes curbs after two die of Nipah

AFP | New Delhi, India

India has curbed public
gatherings and shut some
schools in the southern state
of Kerala after two people died
of Nipah, a virus from bats or
pigs that causes deadly fever,
officials said Thursday.

The virus has no vaccine and
a fatality rate ranging from 40
to 75%, according to the World
Health Organization.

Symptoms include intense
fever, vomiting and a respira-
tory infection, but severe cases
can involve seizures and en-
cephalitis, an inflammation of
the brain, and result in a coma.

Three others have tested
positive, and more than 700
people including 153 health
workers who came in contact
with those infected are under
observation, health officials
said. At least four people have
been hospitalised, including

Health workers wearing protective
gear shift people who have been in
contact with a person infected with
the Nipah virus to an isolation center
at a goverment hospital in Kozikode

the nine-year-old child of one
of the victims.

Initially transmitted from
animals such as fruit bats or
pigs, Nipah is also spread from
person to person, the WHO
said. The incubation period --
the time from infection to the
onset of symptoms -- ranges
from around four to 14 days,
but has been reported to be as
long as 45 days, according to
the WHoO.

Body of Ecuadorean crime bhoss
stolen from Colombian cemetery

AFP | Bogote, Colombia

he body of Ecuadorean

fugitive Junior Roldan
was illegally exhumed from a
Colombian graveyard, police
said Wednesday, months after
the former Los Choneros drug
gang boss was buried.

Roldan,who went by the ali-
as JR, was accused of several
attacks and murders in Ecua-
dor’s prisons.

More than 430 inmates have
died violently since 2021, doz-
ens of them dismembered and
incinerated in disputes be-
tween rival gangs linked to Co-
lombian and Mexican cartels.

Roldan’s body disappeared
from the vault where he was
buried in May, local police told
AFP Wednesday.

Roldan was released from a
prison in the Ecuadorean port
city of Guayaquil -- a hub for
several drug gangs -- in Feb-
ruary 2023 and was granted
parole, a decision criticized
by President Guillermo Lasso.

He was wounded in an
armed attack in March, after
which prison authorities lost
track of him.

Colombian authorities
found his body shot in the head
in a rural area in the country’s
northwest two months later.

After no one claimed the
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Junior RoldZn

body, it was buried in a cem-
etery in Envigado on the out-
skirts of Medellin, Colombia’s
second city, on May 18.

There are more than 13 or-
ganized crime groups oper-
ating in Ecuador, officials say,
the oldest and most powerful
of which is Los Choneros.

Following the murder of Los
Choneros leader Jorge Luis
Zambrano in 2020, the gang
reportedly split into several
factions.

Roldan, Zambrano’s former
lieutenant, became part of the
Las Aguilas gang, while Adolfo
Macias, also known as Fito,
began commanding the Los
Fatales group.

Macias, imprisoned since
2011, was transferred to a max-
imum security jail last month
soon after the murder of pres-
idential hopeful Fernando Vil-
lavicencio, who was shot by
Colombian hitmen days before
the first round of voting.
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umanity is facing

huge challenges.
People are looking to
their leaders for a way
out of this mess. Next
week, many of these
leaders will be gathering
for #UNGA. They have a
special responsibility to
achieve compromise in
designing our common
future for our common
good.

@antonioguterres
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e’re mobilizing a
whole-of-country
effort to cut America’s
cancer death rate by half
in the next 25 years and
boost support for patients
and families. And it starts
with a government-wide
effort like this first-ever
Cancer Cabinet to un-
leash every asset within

our power.
@POTUS

We strongly wel-
come the @Eu-
roparl_EN’s voting today
to set stricter limits on
#airpollution, follow-
ing the @WHO air qual-
ity guidelines. This is
a major step towards
healthier environments
and protecting people’s
health.

@DrTedros

POTUS has appoint-
@ed Penny Pritzker
as the U.S. Special Rep-
resentative for Ukraine’s
Economic Recovery. She
will work with Ukraine’s
government, interna-
tional partners, and the
private sector to acceler-
ate Ukraine’s economic
transformation.

@SecBlinken
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