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If and when there will 
be something concrete 

to report – we will do so.
@IsraeliPM

Our combat medics. 
Under fire and in ex-

treme conditions, every 
day they save the lives 
of our warriors, treat 
them, and do everything 
in their power to save 
them.I thank our com-
bat medics for their vital 
and selfless work and for 
every life they saved.

@ZelenskyyUa

The United States, in 
coordination with the 

UK, is imposing sanctions 
on individuals and enti-
ties that have supported 
Hamas and the Palestini-
an Islamic Jihad terrorist 
groups. We continue to 
coordinate with our part-
ners and allies to disrupt 
these terrorist financing 
channels.

@SecBlinken

The world is failing 
to get a grip on the 

climate crisis. Global 
ambition stagnated over 
the past year & national 
plans are strikingly mis-
aligned with the science. 
#COP28 must be the 
place to urgently close 
the climate ambition gap.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u More than 2,000 people 
fleeing Myanmar have crossed into 
neighbouring northeastern India as an 
offensive against the military widens, 
Indian media reported yesterday. The 
Press Trust of India (PTI) news agency 
reported more than 2,000 Myanmar 
citizens from western Chin state had 
crossed into India’s Mizoram state 
since Monday, with at least 17 people taken 
to hospital for their wounds. Almost 50,000 
people have been displaced by fighting in 
northern Myanmar after an alliance of ethnic 
armed groups launched an offensive against 
the junta two weeks ago, according to the 
United Nations. PTI, quoting government statistics, said Mizoram was already 
home to more than 30,000 Myanmar nationals. The first group of refugees -- 
including police officers and soldiers -- fled into Mizoram when violence escalated 
in 2021.

u Chinese President Xi Jinping left Beijing yesterday, state media 
reported, on his way to San Francisco where he will hold highly anticipated talks 

with his US counterpart Joe Biden. “On the evening 
of November 14, President Xi Jinping left Beijing on 
a special plane. At the invitation of United States 
President Biden, he will go to San Francisco for the 
China-US presidents’ meeting,” state broadcaster 
CCTV reported. The two leaders will meet on the 

sidelines of the APEC summit in the Californian city, 
their first encounter in a year despite trade tensions, 
sanctions, and the question of Taiwan feeding quarrels 
between the world’s largest economies. Positive 
momentum from November 2022 talks between Xi and 
Biden in Bali was derailed when the United States shot 

down an alleged Chinese spy balloon, delaying a planned 
visit by US Secretary of State Antony Blinken.

u Sri Lanka’s Supreme Court issued Tuesday 
a symbolic ruling that the powerful Rajapaksa brothers 
-- including two ex-presidents -- were guilty of triggering 
the island’s worst financial crisis by mishandling the 
economy. The case was filed by corruption watchdog Transparency International 
Sri Lanka (TISL) and other four activists against top former officials including 
former presidents Gotabaya Rajapaksa and Mahinda Rajapaksa. It also included 
their younger brother, ex-finance minister Basil Rajapaksa, two former central 
bank governors and other top treasury officials. “We sought a declaration from 
the court that the mishandling or inaction on the economy by the former heads 
of the state and senior officials did violate the fundamental rights of people,” 
Transparency International lawyer Nadishani Perera told AFP.

China’s Xi 
leaves Beijing for 
summit with Biden: 

state media

Sri Lanka 
top court rules 
Rajapaksa 
brothers guilty of 

economic crisis

Thousands flee to 
India amid intense 
fighting in Myanmar

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu has 

said that a ceasefire without 
the release of the hostages 
would mean “surrender to 

Hamas”.
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US unveils third round of Hamas sanctions
AFP | Washington, United States

The United States in con-
junction with the United 

Kingdom yesterday announced 
a third round of sanctions on 
Hamas since last month’s attack 
on Israel, again targeting the 
group’s Iranian backers.

The sanctions target “key 
Hamas officials and the mech-
anisms by which Iran provides 
support to Hamas and Pales-
tinian Islamic Jihad,” another 
group operating in the Gaza 
Strip, a statement from the US 
Treasury Department said.

“Iran’s support, primari-
ly through its Islamic Revo-
lutionary Guard Corps, ena-
bles Hamas and PIJ’s terrorist 
activities, including through 
the transfer of funds and the 
provision of both weapons and 
operational training,” Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken said in 

a statement.
Those targeted by the sanc-

tions include Palestinian Is-
lamic Jihad’s representative to 
Iran, Nasser Abu Sharif, as well 
as a Lebanon-based money ex-
change, Nabil Chouman & Co, 
that allegedly handles transfers 
between Hamas and Tehran.

According to the Treasury, 

Hamas’s global asset holdings 
are estimated to be worth hun-
dreds of millions of dollars.

“The United States will con-
tinue to work with our partners, 
including the UK, to deny Ha-
mas the ability to raise and use 
funds to carry out its atrocities,” 
US Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen said in a statement.

White smoke from tear gas fired by Israeli troops spreads behind burning tyres 
on a barricaded street during clashes between Israeli forces and Palestinian 
youths

War brings hell to Gaza’s pregnant women, nursing mums
AFP | Rafah, Palestinian Territo-
ries

With eyes wide open and his 
tiny fists clenched tightly, 

Mohammed Kullab is just a few 
days old, having started life in 
Gaza amid the chaos of the Isra-
el-Hamas war.

“Nobody should be born in such 
circumstances,” sighed his moth-
er Fadwa Kullab, who has sought 
shelter at a UN school building 
in Gaza’s southern city of Rafah.

Kullab now has seven children 
but said Mohammed’s “birth was 
the most difficult experience of 
my life”.

Like other mothers of new-
borns AFP spoke to in Gaza, she 
said her baby son had been refus-
ing her breast milk.

“I’m not eating well,” Kullab 
said, stressing that she had suc-
cessfully breastfed her other six 
children.

Breastfeeding mothers are ad-
vised to drink at least three litres 

(more than six pints) of water a 
day and eat well to produce suf-
ficient milk -- but finding clean 
water and food in Gaza is becom-
ing harder by the day.

The already poverty-stricken 

and long blockaded Palestinian 
territory was plunged into its 
worst ever war after its Hamas 
rulers launched their October 7 
attack on Israel.

About 1,200 people were killed 

and 240 kidnapped, among them 
35 children including a 10-month-
old, Israeli officials say.

The war unleashed by the at-
tack has seen Israel relentlessly 
bombard and besiege Gaza and 
launch a ground invasion.

More than 11,200 Palestinians 
have been killed, most of them 
women and children, according 
to the health ministry in Ha-
mas-run Gaza.

Nearly two thirds of Gaza’s 36 
hospitals, already overwhelmed 
with war-wounded, have been 
knocked out of service due to a 
lack of fuel to power their gen-
erators.

Gaza City’s biggest hospital 
Al-Shifa, packed with patients 
and displaced, is now inside a 
fierce urban combat zone, with 
its director reporting scores of 
dead buried in a mass grave in 
the complex.

Among those who died were 
seven premature babies in its 
disabled neonatal unit, Gaza’s 

deputy health minister Youssef 
Abu Rish said.

‘I could lose the baby’
Countless new mothers in Gaza 

now fear the very worst, among 
them Kullab who said she feels 
helpless and unable to protect 
her children.

She has struggled to find baby 
formula and nappies, she said as 
she cradled her tiny son, swad-
dled in blankets.

Another woman, Najwa Salem, 
37, said her newborn has jaun-
dice, marked by yellowish skin 
and eyes. The condition can be 
worsened by low milk intake and 
dehydration and is often treated 
with daylight exposure.

To minimise the risk of neuro-
logical damage, Salem would like 
to take her infant boy outside, 
but said she hesitates because of 
the “rubbish piling up and the 
bombing”.

Inside the UN school classroom 
Salem now shares with about 70 

others, the mother worried be-
cause the scar from her Caesarian 
section had become infected.

Although she gave birth in a 
hospital, she said she was asked to 
leave after just one night “because 
they had too many wounded peo-
ple to care for”.

Outside, the huge amount of 
dust from the incessant bombing 
is causing breathing difficulties 
that spell special dangers for in-
fants.

Another woman, eight-months-
pregnant Umm Ibrahim Alayan, 
complained of coughing fits since 
she fled her neighbourhood as it 
was being bombarded.

Her intense coughing may have 
provoked the early contractions 
she has suffered, she said, her 
hands flitting nervously between 
her rounded belly and her face.

“I’m terrified, all I want to do 
is hold my baby in my arms,” she 
said, sobbing. “I feel I could lose 
the baby at any moment.”

‘Utterly hellish conditions’
The UN Population Fund’s top 

official for the Palestinian territo-
ries, Dominic Allen, said pregnant 
women in Gaza “have nowhere to 
go, there is nowhere safe”.

The UN says there are more 
than 50,000 pregnant women and 
an average of 180 births a day in 
Gaza, with a population of 2.4 
million.

“We estimate that a minimum 
of 15 percent of these births will 
have complications, which will 
require basic or comprehensive 
obstetric care,” Allen said.

The war is creating “a high-
stress environment” likely to 
foster “complications of birth 
and may lead to miscarriages”, 
he said.

The UN agency has cited the 
“nightmarish” case of one woman 
discharged just three hours after 
giving birth.

It said there were shortages 
of blood to treat postpartum 
haemorrhage and of antiseptic 

for stitches and treatment after 
umbilical cords are cut.

So far, the UN agency has man-
aged to get 8,000 delivery kits 
into Gaza. They contain umbil-
ical cord cutters, blankets for 
newborns, disposable sheets and 
other items. But these only ad-
dress a fraction of the need, and 
Gaza’s health ministry says some 
women have been forced to give 
birth without a midwife in the 
overcrowded shelters.

“The nightmare in Gaza is 
much more than a humanitarian 
crisis, it’s a crisis of humanity,” 
said Allen.

One aid group still working in 
northern Gaza’s heavily bombed 
Jabalia refugee camp is Action-
Aid, helping women inside the 
Al-Awda hospital which has been 
without power for days.

Surgeons there said they per-
formed 16 C-sections on Sunday, 
without anaesthetic or other cru-
cial supplies.

“Thousands of women in Gaza 

are risking their lives to give 
birth, undergoing Caesareans and 
emergency operations without 
sterilisation, anaesthesia or pain-
killers,” said ActionAid’s Riham 
Jafari.

“These women deserve quality 
healthcare and the right to give 
birth in a safe place. Instead, they 
are being forced to bring their 
babies into the world amid utterly 
hellish conditions.”

Moving vulnerable Gaza hospital 
patients ‘impossible’: WHO
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

The World Health Organiza-
tion insisted yesterday that 
moving the most vulnera-

ble patients from Gaza’s Al-Shifa 
hospital has become an “impos-
sible task”.

The Israeli mission in Gene-
va had at the weekend slammed 
the WHO, the UN humanitarian 
agency OCHA and the Internation-
al Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) for criticising Israel’s 
month-long call for civilians and 
patients to leave the Palestinian 
enclave’s main hospital.

Israel has faced growing in-
ternational pressure over its of-
fensive the since the October 7 
Hamas attacks.

Israel says 1,200 people, mainly 
civilians, were killed in the at-
tacks and 239 people taken hos-
tage. Gaza’s Hamas-run health 
ministry says at least 11,240 peo-
ple have been killed in Israel’s air 
and ground campaign since.

“The international community 
could have facilitated the transfer 
of patients, but they did nothing, 
except call out Israel and give Ha-
mas a free pass,” the mission said.

But the WHO said moving the 
most fragile patients would inev-
itably lead to deaths.

“The reason we said that peo-
ple can’t be evacuated is first of 
all ... the people in the hospitals 
were very vulnerable, very sick. 
So moving them was an impos-
sible task,” WHO spokeswoman 
Margaret Harris told journalists 
in Geneva.

She said it would be “asking 
doctors and nurses to move peo-
ple knowing that that would kill 
them”.

“And again, why would you 
need to move them? A hospital 
should never be under attack. A 
hospital is a place a safe haven. 
This is agreed under international 

humanitarian law.”
On Tuesday, Israeli forces were 

at the gates of the sprawling 
Al-Shifa hospital that they say 
sits atop an underground Hamas 
command base, but the militants 
deny the charge.

Doctors say thousands of peo-
ple are stranded inside in horrif-
ic conditions. The ICRC said on 
X, formerly Twitter, that under 
international humanitarian law, 
“hospitals are protected because 
of their life-saving function for 
wounded and sick”.

While it is possible for hospitals 
to lose that protection under cer-
tain circumstances, “this is not a 
free license to attack”, it insisted.

Israel says it is not targeting 

Al-Shifa hospital. It has called 
on the whole polulation of the 
northern Gaza Strip to move  to 
the south of the territory.

Harris said there was a lack of 
healthcare capacity in southern 
Gaza, with most healthcare, espe-
cially the most complex, usually 
provided in the north.

She said many hospitals were 
unable to admit new patients.

Moving patients from the north 
“might kill them -- but also, where 
did they go? Where do you put 
them?” said Harris.

“There were very clear reasons 
why that was not something that 
was in any way feasible.”

Indian rescuers battle for third day 
to free 40 trapped tunnel workers

AFP | Dehradun, India

More than a hundred res-
cuers in northern In-

dia struggled for a third day 
yesterday to save dozens of 
workers trapped underground 
after the road tunnel they were 
building collapsed.

Excavators have been re-
moving debris since Sunday 
morning from the site in the 
Himalayan state of Uttara-
khand to create an escape tun-
nel for the 40 workers, who are 
all alive.

“Our biggest breakthrough is 
that we have established con-
tact and there is a supply of 
oxygen and food,” Uttarkashi 
district’s top civil servant 
Abhishek Ruhela told AFP on 
Tuesday.

“Whatever is necessary for 
their survival is being done.”

Oxygen was being pumped 
into the tunnel and small food 
items such as dry fruit were 

being provided to the workers, 
he added.

The State Disaster Response 
Force said Tuesday rescuers 
had spoken to the trapped 
workers via radio.

Ranjit Kumar Sinha, a sen-
ior disaster management offi-
cial, told reporters at the site 
he was hopeful the workers 
could be freed by Wednesday, 
adding that there was enough 
oxygen where they were 
trapped “for about five to six  
days”.

The son of one of the trapped 
workers, Akash Singh Negi, 
managed to speak to his father 
on Tuesday.

“I was allowed to speak to 
my father for a few seconds 
using the pipe through which 
oxygen is being supplied to the 
stranded workers,” Negi was 
quoted as saying by the Press 
Trust of India news agency.

“He said they were safe and 
asked us not to worry,” Negi 
said.

Rescue workers at the site after a tunnel collapsed in the Uttarkashi district 
of India’s Uttarakhand state

Police identify ‘flower tattoo’ British 
woman 31 years after murder: Interpol
AFP | Lyon, France

A woman found murdered 31 
years ago in a river in Bel-

gium has been identified over 
three decades later thanks to 
her flower tattoo and an inter-
national appeal, Interpol said 
yesterday. 

The Lyon-based global police 
organisation said she was Rita 
Roberts, a British national.

Roberts, found lying against 
a grate in a river in Antwerp on 
June 3, 1992, had a tattoo of a 
black flower with green leaves 
and the inscription “R’Nick” on 
her right forearm.

“A family member in the 
United Kingdom recognised the 
tattoo on the news and notified 
Interpol and Belgian authori-
ties,” it said in a statement.

The breakthrough followed 
an international appeal on In-
terpol’s Identify Me web page 
where police share previously 
confidential information about 
unsolved cases hoping for input 

from the public. Thanks to the 
page, launched in May this year, 
22 women found dead in recent 
decades in Germany, Belgium 
and the Netherlands have been 
identified, Interpol said.

Information volunteered had 
also allowed other cold cases to 
make progress.

Rita Roberts had now been 
“formally identified” by her 
family who travelled to Belgium 

to meet with investigators.
“Whilst the news has been 

difficult to process, we are in-
credibly grateful to have uncov-
ered what happened to Rita,” 
the family was quoted in the 
statement as saying.

Belgian police hope for fur-
ther input from the public to 
clear up the circumstances of 
Roberts’ violent death, Interpol 
said.

Gaza’s hospital buries patients in mass grave
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Gaza’s main hospital has been 
forced to bury scores of dead 

patients in a mass grave, its di-
rector said Tuesday, as US Presi-
dent Joe Biden pressed Israel to 
protect the complex trapped in 
fierce combat.

“There are bodies littered in 
the hospital complex and there 
is no longer electricity at the 
morgues,” said Al-Shifa hospital 
director Mohammad Abu Salm-
iyah, adding that 179 bodies had 
been interred so far.

“We were forced to bury them 
in a mass grave,” he said, adding 
that seven babies and 29 inten-
sive care patients were among 
those who had died after fuel for 
the hospital’s generator ran out.

A witness said the smell of 
decomposing bodies was every-
where in the facility, but night-
time fighting and air strikes had 
been less intense compared to 
previous nights.

The United Nations believes 

that thousands, and perhaps 
more than 10,000 people -- pa-
tients, staff and displaced civil-
ians -- may be inside and unable 
to escape because of fierce fight-
ing nearby. 

Biden called on Israel to use 
“less intrusive action relative to 

the hospital”, some of his most 
pointed comments on Israeli op-
erations to date.

“The hospital must be protect-
ed,” he told reporters, as inter-
national outrage builds over the 
death and suffering the war has 
inflicted on Gaza civilians.

Israel army 
says seizes Gaza 
parliament, other 
Hamas bodies
Jerusalem, Undefined

The Israeli army said yes-
terday it had captured 

Gaza’s parliament and oth-
er government institutions 
run by Hamas in Gaza City, 
as its forces deepened their 
offensive in the Palestini-
an territory. Military units 
“took over the Hamas par-
liament, the government 
building, the Hamas police 
headquarters and an engi-
neering faculty that served 
as an institute for the pro-
duction and development 
of weapons,” the army said 
in a statement.

People mourn as they stand behind a metal fence near the bodies of victims who 
were killed in Israeli bombardment before their burial, outside the morgue at 
Nasser hospital in Khan Yunis in the southern Gaza Strip

Children sit by a woman preparing traditional unleavened bread on an open fire at 
school run by the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
the Near East (UNRWA) in Rafah

Rita Roberts was murdered in 1992 when she was 31

Trauma surgeons cover the body of a pregnant woman whose baby was rescued 
after an emergency Caesarean section operation, and who died after Israeli 
bombardment, at the Kuwaiti hospital in Rafah in the southern Gaza Strip

Israel must 
respect ’sanctity 
of hospitals’: UK 
minister
London, United Kingdom

Israel must respect “the 
sanctity of hospitals” in 

Gaza and allow them to be 
places of safety during its 
offensive in the Palestinian 
territory, a UK foreign min-
ister said yesterday. 

“All parties to a conflict 
must afford civilians the 
protection that is their right 
under international law,” 
Andrew Mitchell, a min-
ister in Britain’s Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Devel-
opment Office (FCDO), told 
members of parliament.

“That includes respecting 
the sanctity of hospitals so 
that doctors can continue 
to care for the sick and in-
jured,” he added.

Mitchell said it was “im-
possible to comprehend the 
pain and loss that innocent 
Palestinians are enduring in 
Gaza” since Israel launched 
its offensive. “Hospitals... 
should be places of safety, 
able to treat patients with 
compassion,” he added.

Children, families, 
foreigners among 
Gaza hostages
AFP | Paris, France

Israel’s announcement yester-
day of the death of a wom-

an soldier abducted by Hamas 
when they stormed out of Gaza 
last month has again high-
lighted the fate of nearly 240  
hostages.

Qatar is mediating talks on a 
deal to free some of the people 
snatched when Hamas swarmed 
into Israel across the fortified 
border on October 7, killing an 
estimated 1,200 people, mostly 
civilians, in the deadliest attack 
in Israel’s history.

Israel has responded with 
a relentless bombardment of 
Gaza aimed at destroying Ha-
mas that has killed over 11,240 
people, according to Gaza’s Ha-
mas-run health ministry.

Of the 239 hostages confirmed 
by Israel, at least 34 are children 
and 63 women, according to 
AFP’s tally.


