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Abraham Lincoln says “A house divided 
against itself cannot stand” accepting Illi-
nois Republican Party’s nomination for the 
Senate

Bloomsday (date of events in James 
Joyce’s Ulysses)

Israel complies with UN Security Council Resolution 
425 after 22 years, which calls on Israel to completely 
withdraw from Lebanon. Israel withdraws from all of 

Lebanon, except the disputed Sheba Farms
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The #COVID19 virus is 
moving faster than 

the global distribution of 
vaccines. To end the pan-
demic, our shared goal 
must be to vaccinate at 
least 70% of the world’s 
population by the time 
the @G7 meets again 
next year. To do that, we 
need 11 billion doses.

@DrTedros

Congratulations and 
best wishes to all the 

athletes selected for the 
@RefugeesOlympic

 Team! Your persever-
ance and determination 

are an inspiration to us 
all.

@antonioguterres

Democracy thrives 
w h e n  t h e  i n f ra -

structure of democracy 
is strong; when people 
have the right to vote 
freely, fairly, and conven-
iently; when a free and 
independent press pur-
sues the truth; when the 
law applies equally to 
everyone, regardless of 
who they are or what they 
look like.

@JoeBiden

Once the adults have 
been overwhelming-

ly vaccinated, which is 
what we can achieve in 
a short space of time, we 
will be in a far stronger 
position to keep hospi-
talisations down, to live 
with this disease & to 
complete our cautious 
but irreversible roadmap 
to freedom. 4/4

@BorisJohnson

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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177,155,777

3,829,347

161,385,805

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+132,775

+1,746

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 273,795 15,654 201,739 56,402

Saudi 
Arabia

468,175 +1,269 7,606 +16 450,255 10,314

UAE 601,950 +2,127 1,734 +4 581,139 19,077

Kuwait 329,526 1,828 311,559 16,139

Oman 238,566 +2,126 2,565 +33 212,064 23,937

Qatar 219,887 579 217,143 2,165

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 34,335,515 615,247

2 India 29,617,058 377,061

3 Brazil 17,454,861 488,404

4 France 5,741,354 110,454

5 Turkey 5,336,073 48,795

6 Russia 5,236,593 127,180

7 UK 4,573,419 127,907

8 Italy 4,245,779 127,038

9 Argentina 4,145,482 86,029

10 Colombia 3,777,600 96,366

11 Spain 3,741,767 80,517

12 Germany 3,724,348 90,534

13 Iran 3,049,648 82,351

14 Poland 2,877,819 74,626

G l o b a l  t a l l y
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Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u At least 15 people were 
killed on Tuesday in a suicide 
bombing as recruits lined up 
outside an army camp in the 
Somali capital Mogadishu, a 
Reuters witness who counted 
the bodies at Madina Hospital 
said. Officials at the hospital 
confirmed the dead were killed in 
an attack earlier in the day at a checkpoint 
outside the General Degaban military training 
camp in the capital. There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility. Islamist group al 
Shabaab frequently carries out bombings in 
the Horn of Africa country. Dozens of people 
crowded outside Madina Hospital searching for their missing relatives.

u A US aircraft carrier group led by the USS Ronald Reagan 
has entered the South China Sea as part of a routine mission, the US Navy 
said yesterday, at a time of rising tensions between Washington and Beijing, which 

claims most the disputed 
waterway. “While in the 
South China Sea, the 
strike group is conducting 
maritime security 
operations, which include 

flight operations with fixed and rotary wing aircraft, maritime strike exercises, 
and coordinated tactical training between surface and air units,” the US Navy 
said. “Carrier operations in the South China Sea are part of the US Navy’s routine 
presence in the Indo-Pacific.”

u Israel told its citizens they could stop wearing masks 
indoors on 
Tuesday, 
ending 
one of its 
last main 
restrictions as 
new COVID-19 infections continued to wane even as vaccinations tapered off after 
a record rollout. Children headed to school and adults to work without masks for 
the first time in more than a year. Israelis have not had to wear masks outdoors 
since April. About 55% of Israel’s 9.3 million population are fully vaccinated - a 
turnout largely unchanged by this month’s expansion of eligibility to include 12- to 
15-year-olds.

u A nurse who 
was among the last 
people to see Diego 
Maradona alive was 
questioned on Monday by 
Argentine prosecutors over 
accusations of neglect in the 
football icon’s final days. 
Ricardo Almiron, 37, was 
Maradona’s nighttime carer 

and is suspected of lying when he claimed the 
World Cup winning captain was sleeping and 
breathing normally hours before he died. An 
autopsy revealed he was dying at that time.

US Navy 
says carrier 
group operating 
in S.China Sea

Israel scraps 
indoor mask 
order as COVID-19 
infections wane

Maradona’s 
nurse 
first to be 
questioned 
over his 
death

At least 15 
killed in suicide 
bombing at army 
camp in Somalia

KNOW WHAT

Astra cocktail fails to 
prevent COVID-19 
symptoms 

Reuters

AstraZeneca said yestetr-
day a late-stage trial 

failed to provide evidence 
that its COVID-19 antibody 
therapy protected people 
who had contact with an in-
fected person from the dis-
ease, a small setback in its 
efforts to find alternatives to 
vaccines.

The study assessed wheth-
er the therapy, a cocktail of 
two types of antibodies, could 
prevent adults who had been 
exposed to the virus in the 
past eight days from devel-
oping COVID-19 symptoms.

The therapy, AZD7442, was 
33% effective in reducing the 
risk of people developing 
symptoms compared with a 
placebo, but that result was 
not statistically significant — 
meaning it might have been 
due to chance and not the 
therapy.

The Phase III study, which 
has not been peer reviewed, 
included 1,121 participants 
in the United Kingdom and 
the United States. The vast 

majority, though not all, were 
free of the virus at the start of 
the trial.

Results for a subset of 
participants who were not 
infected to begin with was 
more encouraging but the 
primary analysis rested on 
results from all participants.

“While this trial did not 
meet the primary endpoint 
against symptomatic illness, 
we are encouraged by the 
protection seen in the PCR 
negative participants follow-
ing treatment with AZD7442,” 
AstraZeneca Executive Vice 
President Mene Pangalos 
said in a statement.

The company is banking 
on further studies to revive 
the product’s fortunes. Five 
more trials are ongoing, test-
ing the antibody cocktail as 
treatment or in prevention.

The next one will likely 
be from a larger trial testing 
the product in people with a 
weakened immune system 
due to cancer or an organ 
transplant, who may not ben-
efit from a vaccine.

A vial labelled with the AstraZeneca coronavirus disease (COVID-19) vaccine

T a r g e t e d  a l t e r n a t i v e s

AZD7442 belongs to a class of drugs called monoclonal 
antibodies which mimic natural antibodies produced 

by the body to fight off infections.
Similar therapies developed by rivals Regeneron and Eli 

Lilly have been approved by U.S. regulators for treating 
unhospitalised COVID patients.

European regulators have also authorised Regeneron’s 
therapy and are reviewing those developed by partners 
GlaxoSmithKline and Vir Biotechnology as well as by Lilly 
and Celltrion.  

Regeneron is also seeking U.S. authorisation for its therapy 
as a preventative treatment. 

But the AstraZeneca results are a small blow for the drug 
industry as it tries to find more targeted alternatives to COV-
ID-19 inoculations, particularly for people who may not be 
able to get vaccinated or those who may have an inadequate 
response to inoculations.

The Anglo-Swedish drugmaker, which has faced a roller-
coaster of challenges with the rollout of its COVID-19 vaccine, 
is also developing new treatments and repurposing existing 
drugs to fight the virus.

AstraZeneca also said on Tuesday it was in talks with the 
U.S. government on “next steps” regarding a $205 million 
deal to supply up to 500,000 doses of AZD7442. Swiss man-
ufacturer Lonza was contracted to produce AZD7442.

The full results will be submitted for publication in a 
peer-reviewed medical journal, the company said.

China says radiation levels normal around Taishan reactor

• Media reports said 
that abnormal levels of 
radioactive gas had leaked 
from Taishan plant

Reuters

China said yesterday that ra-
diation levels around the 

Taishan nuclear project in the 
southeastern province of Guang-
dong remained normal, following 
media reports of a leak at one of 
its reactors.

French utility EDF, one of the 
project’s owners, said on Monday 
that it was investigating media 
reports that abnormal levels of 
radioactive gas had leaked from 
the plant.

CNN had reported that Framat-
ome, the EDF unit that designed 
Taishan’s reactors, was warning 

of an “imminent radiological 
threat” at the project following 
a build-up of krypton and xenon.

Zhao Lijian, a spokesman 
forChina’s foreign ministry, told 
a news briefing that the plant was 
fully compliant with all require-
mentsand there were no signs of 
abnormalities in its vicinity.

“So far China’s nuclear power 
plants have maintained a good op-
erating record, with no incidents 
affecting the environment and 
public health,” Zhao said.

EDF said on Monday that the 
problem at the plant could have 
been caused by fuel rods supplied 
by Framatome.

“Under normal operating con-
ditions it is true some gases like 
krypton and xenon will escape 
and be detected but in this case 
the concentrations are much 
higher, so something is happen-
ing,” said Tatsujiro Suzuki, a for-

mer vice-chairman of the Japan 
Atomic Energy Commission.

“Once radioactive gas is leaking 
to the environment it is a serious 
issue. It could get worse. I think 
there could be problems with the 
fuel. It is unusual.”

Earlier, Hong Kong Chief Ex-
ecutive Carrie Lam told reporters 
that the Hong Kong Observatory 
and the Water Supplies Depart-
ment have been monitoring ra-
diation levels and have so far not 
detected anything abnormal.

Li Ning, a Chinese nuclear sci-
entist based in the United States, 
said the dangers at Taishan have 
been exaggerated.

“Because nuclear power plants, 
once built and in operation, are 
under very strict control and local 
areas are excluded from further 
development, background radia-
tion levels around them can often 
be lower than historical levels,” 
he said.

A nuclear reactor and related factilities as part of the Taishan Nuclear Power Plant, 
to be operated by China Guangdong Nuclear Power (CGN), is seen under construction 
in Taishan, Guangdong province, October 17, 2013.

The Taishan project, 
completed in 2019, con-
sists of two French-de-
signed reactors, and is 
located around 200 km 
(124 miles) from Hong 

Kong.

World Wide Web code up for auction as NFT
• Berners-Lee, a London-born 
computer scientist, invented 
the World Wide Web in 1989

• The digitally signed 
Ethereum blockchain non-
fungible token includes the 
original source code, an 
animated visualization, a 
letter written by Berners-Lee 
and a digital poster of the full 
code from the original files

Reuters 

The original source code for the World 
Wide Web that was written by its in-

ventor Tim Berners-Lee is up for sale at 
Sotheby’s as part of a non-fungible token, 
with bids starting at just $1,000.

Berners-Lee, a London-born computer 
scientist, invented the World Wide Web 
in 1989, revolutionising the sharing and 
creation of information in what is seen as 
one of the most significant inventions since 

the printing press appeared in Europe in 
15th Century Germany.

The digitally signed Ethereum block-
chain non-fungible token (NFT), a one-of-
a-kind digital asset which records owner-
ship, includes the original source code, an 
animated visualization, a letter written by 

Berners-Lee and a digital poster of the full 
code from the original files.

NFTs have exploded in popularity in 
recent months, including at auction. A dig-
ital-only artwork by American artist Mike 
Winkelmann, known as Beeple, sold for 
nearly $70 million at Christie’s in March. 

“Why an NFT? Well, it’s a natural thing 
to do ... when you’re a computer scientist 
and when you write code and have been for 
many years,” Berners-Lee said in a state-
ment. “It feels right to digitally sign my 
autograph on a completely digital artefact.”

The files contain 9,555 lines of code 
including implementations of the three 

languages and protocols invented by 
Berners-Lee: HTML (Hypertext Markup 
Language), HTTP (Hypertext Transfer 

Protocol), and URIs (Uniform Resource 
Identifiers).

Also included are original HTML docu-
ments that instructed early web users on 
how to use the application.

Bids for the NFT, a way of asserting own-
ership of a digital asset, start at $1,000 in 
a standalone online auction titled “This 

Changed Everything” running from June 
23-30.

While working at Europe’s physics re-
search centre CERN in 1989, Berners-Lee 
laid out his vision for what he initially 
called “Mesh”.

His boss at the time wrote “vague but 
exciting” on the cover of Berners-Lee’s 
1989 paper “Information Management: A 
Proposal”.

Berners-Lee in 1990 was building an 
application he called “WorldWideWeb”. 
It was originally developed in Objective C 
programming language on a NeXT comput-
er, founded by Apple founder Steve Jobs 
after his ouster from Apple.

“Sir Tim’s invention created a new 
world, democratizing the sharing of in-
formation, creating new ways of thinking 
and interacting, and staying connected 
to one another,” said Cassandra Hatton, 
global head of science and popular culture 
at Sotheby’s.

“Over the past several centuries human-
kind has seen a succession of paradigm 
shifts that have brought us forward into the 
modern era ... but none has had the seismic 
impact on our daily lives as the creation of 
the World Wide Web.”

World Wide Web founder Tim Berners-Lee poses 
for a photograph following a speech at the Mozilla 
Festival 2018 in London, Britain

India’s top court ends 
proceedings against 
Italian marines

Reuters 

India’s top court said on 
Tuesday it has closed all 

proceedings against two Ital-
ian marines over the shoot-
ing of two fishermen off the 
southern Indian coast in 2012, 
after Rome paid $1.36 million 
in compensation.

Salvatore Girone and Mas-
similiano Latorre were arrest-
ed in February 2012 over the 
shooting. They said the killings 
were accidental, as they mis-
took the fishermen for pirates 
and fired warning shots while 
on duty on the Italian oil tank-
er “Enrica Lexie”.

The case caused friction be-
tween the two countries for 
years. “Compensation paid by 
the Italian government, over 
and above payments already 
made is adequate,” said Justice 
M R Shah, one of the judges 
hearing the case in India’s Su-

preme Court, closing the case 
against the two men in India.

Italy has paid 100 million In-
dian rupees ($1.36 million) in 
compensation, split between 
the families of the victims and 
the boat’s owner, Shah said.

European Union commis-
sioner Paolo Gentiloni said in 
a tweet on Tuesday the verdict 
is “a success of Italian diplo-
macy.”

A spokesman for Italy’s for-
eign ministry did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for 
comment on whether the men 
will be prosecuted in Italy.

But Italian foreign minister 
Luigi Di Maio said in a tweet 
that all legal proceedings were 
now closed.

“Thanks to those who 
worked on the case with per-
severance, thanks to our tire-
less diplomatic corps,” he said. 
“This long affair has finally 
come to an end.”

Italian sailors Salvatore Girone (R) and Massimiliano Latorre leave the police 
commissioner office in the southern Indian city of Kochi

Reuters 

Twitter 
y e s -

terday in-
troduced 
an “Arabic 
(feminine)” 
l a n g u a g e 
setting ena-
bling the social 
media 
site to 
speak to 
users using fem- i -
nine grammar, part of what 
it said was an inclusion and 
diversity drive.

“We want our service to re-
flect the voices that shape the 
conversations that take place 
on our service,” said Rasha 
Fawakhiri, Twitter’s commu-
nications head for the Middle 
East and North Africa.

In Arabic, verbs agree with 
the gender of their subject. 
Masculine forms are used to 
address mixed or unknown 
audiences and are the default 
in most texts.

Twitter did not introduce a 
non-binary gender language 
option in Arabic, but Fawakh-
iri said the company has other 
gender neutral projects in the 
works for the site. It has plans 
to add a designated gender 
pronoun field to Twitter pro-
files so people can display how 
they prefer to be addressed.

U n -
t i l 

n o w , 
t h e  i n -

struction 
for the user 
to Tweet in 

Arabic had 
a p p e a r e d 

o n l y  i n  t h e 
masculine form 

“gharrid”. With a 
change of settings, 

this command can now ap-
pear on Twitter as “gharridi”, 
the feminine form.

Twitter says it is the first so-
cial media site to introduce an 
“Arabic (feminine)” language 
option. Dubai-based global 
logistics company Aramex  in 
April added a similar language 
option to its corporate website.

“We want to provide peo-
ple with the option of how 
they prefer to be addressed,” 
Fawakhiri said.

Twitter started with Ara-
bic and the initiative could be 
expanded to other languages, 
Fawakhiri said.

Last year the company 
amended some of the language 
used by its engineers in their 
processes to be more inclusive. 
This included “they/them/
their” pronouns and replacing 
“man hours” with “person or 
engineer hours”, and “master/
slave” with “leader/follower”.

Twitter adds 
‘Arabic (feminine)’ 

language option 
in diversity 

drive

Egypt upholds death sentence for 12 
Muslim Brotherhood figures
Reuters 

Egypt’s highest civilian 
court on Monday upheld 

death sentences for 12 senior 
Muslim Brotherhood figures 
over a 2013 sit-in which end-
ed with security forces killing 
hundreds of protesters, judi-
cial sources said.

The ruling, which cannot be 
appealed, means the 12 men 
could face execution pending 
approval by President Abdel 
Fattah al-Sisi. They include 
Abdul Rahman Al-Bar, com-
monly described as the group’s 
mufti or top religious scholar, 
Mohamed El-Beltagi, a for-
mer member of parliament, 
and Osama Yassin, a former 
minister.

Many Muslim Brotherhood 
figures have been sentenced 
to death in other cases related 
to the unrest that followed the 
military’s ousting of Broth-
erhood president Mohamed 
Mursi in 2013, but the Court 

of Cassation ordered retrials.
Monday’s ruling relates to a 

mass trial of hundreds of sus-
pects accused of murder and 
incitement of violence during 
pro-Brotherhood protests at 
Rabaa al-Adawiya square in 
Cairo in the weeks after Mur-
si’s overthrow.

In September 2018, an Egyp-
tian criminal court sentenced 
75 people to death and issued 
varying jail terms for more 
than 600 others. 

Muslim Brotherhood’s senior 
member Mohamed El-Beltagi sits 
behind the bars during a court 
session in Cairo, Egypt

US to take steps against white 
supremacists and militia groups
Reuters 

Five months after the attack 
on the US Capitol, the Biden 

administration will unveil steps 
for federal and local officials and 
social media companies to battle 
national security threats posed 
by white supremacists and militia 
groups.

US Attorney General Merrick 
Garland will release a plan for 
increased information sharing, 
additional resources to identify 
and prosecute threats, and new 
deterrents to prevent Americans 
from joining dangerous groups.

The administration conducted 
a sweeping assessment earlier 
this year of domestic terrorism 
that labeled white supremacists 
and militia groups as top national 
security threats. The issue took on 
new urgency after the Jan. 6 as-
sault on the Capitol by supporters 
of then-President Donald Trump 

who were trying to overturn Joe 
Biden’s election victory.

The strategy stopped short of 
calling for new laws to fight do-
mestic threats.

“We concluded that we didn’t 
have the evidentiary basis, yet, to 
decide whether we wanted to pro-

ceed in that direction or whether 
we have sufficient authority as 
it currently exists at the federal 
level,” said a senior administration 
official, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity in advance of the 
announcement.

In his budget proposal released 
last month, Biden, who succeed-
ed Trump on Jan. 20, is seeking 
$100 million in additional fund-
ing to train and hire analysts and 
prosecutors to disrupt and deter 
terrorist activity.

“The threat is elevated,” the ad-
ministration official said. “Tack-
ling it means ensuring that we do 
have the resources and personnel 
to address that elevated threat.”

The administration is also 
toughening the federal govern-
ment’s screening methods to bet-
ter identify employees who may 
pose insider threats. They are 
looking to share those techniques 
with private companies.

US President Joe Biden


