
Focus on role of chemistry in 
energy as GCA 2022 kicks off
TDT | Manama

The first Gulf Chemistry 
Association Internation-

al Conference and Exhibition 
(GCA 2022), entitled “Role of 
Chemistry in Sustainable Ener-
gy for Oil and Petrochemical In-
dustries”, kicked off yesterday.

It is held under the patronage 
of Oil and Environment Minis-
ter, Special Envoy for Climate 
Affairs, Dr Mohammed bin 
Mubarak Bin Daina.

Acting Undersecretary of the 
Oil and Environment Ministry, 
Faihan Mohammed Al Faihani, 
opened the conference, themed 
“Role of Chemistry in Sustain-

able Energy for Oil and Petro-
chemical Industries”.

GCA 2022 is co-orgnised by 
the Gulf Chemists Union (GCU) 
and the Saudi Arabian Interna-
tional Chemical Sciences Chap-

ter (SAICSC), in association with 
Bahrain’s Oil and Environment 
Ministry. Undersecretary Al 
Faihani conveyed greetings 
from Oil and Environment Min-
ister to all participants.
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Stage set for three-night 
2022 Korean film festival
TDT | Manama

This year, the 10th edition of annu-
al Korean movie night, hosted by 
Korean Embassy in the Kingdom of 

Bahrain, will be held from November 22 to 
November 24 at 7pm in Seef Mall Cinema. 

The 2022 Korean film festival will be 
screening three movies for three consecutive 
days and this year’s movies are carefully 
selected to meet the expectations of the 
audience who are looking for something 
breath-taking “The Admiral: Roaring Cur-
rents”, heart-warming “Miracle: Letters to 
the President”, and thrilling: “The Classi-
fied File”. The opening film, The Admiral, 
Roaring Currents (15+), tells the story of a 
legendary, Admiral of Korea “Yi Sun-shin”, 
who defeated Japanese fleet of 330 battle-
ships with only 12 battleships, and an army 
of doubtful soldiers, with his extraordinary 
mind and leadership. The movie was a big 
box office hit, resonating with the mentality 
of Koreans, and having attracted more than 
17 million Koreans to movie theatres. 

The second day’s movie, “Miracle: Letters 
to the President (PG15) is based on a true 
story, where high-school boy with scientific 
genius in deep affection for the small town 
he lives in, endeavours to build an unmanned 
simplified train station in his village.

The boy incessantly sends letters to the 
President’s office, and looks for various 
ways to alleviate the burden of villagers in 
commuting through the railroad tracks on 
foot. In this movie, Park Jeong-Min and 
Lim Yoon-A are featuring as too adorable 
problem-solvers 

The last day’s movie “The Classified File 
(PG15) is also based on a true story in Busan 
in 1978, where a detective collaborates with 
a fortune-teller to investigate a child abduc-
tion case. This movie mixes well the sense of 
suspense and human drama.

The tickets for the movies will be distrib-
uted on a “first come first served” basis every 
evening from November 22 to 24 from 6pm 
(1 hour before the movie screening). The 
ticket counter will be set inside the Seef 
Mall Cinema (Seef I – Cinema 13). One of the movies set for screening

A royal praise for growing 
Bahrain-UAE ties in sport
TDT | Manama

His Highness Shaikh Nas-
ser bin Hamad Al Khali-

fa, Personal Representative of 
His Majesty the King for Hu-
manitarian Works and Youth 
Affairs, praised the growing 
cooperation between the King-
dom of Bahrain and the UAE, 
thanks to the directives of His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa and the UAE President 
His Highness Shaikh Moham-
med bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

HH Shaikh Nasser stressed 
keenness of the two coun-
tries to dedicate sport to the 
achievement of humanitarian 
goals.

He hailed the renewal of 
the cooperation agreement 
between Bahrain Royal Eques-
trian and Endurance Federa-
tion (Breef ) and the UAE Zayed 
Higher Organisation for Peo-
ple of Determination, which 
aims to continue cooperation 
in the humanitarian field and 
in rehabilitating autistic chil-
dren.

His Highness stressed the 
importance of the agreement 

in promoting institutional 
communication and building 
strategic and active partner-
ships to support people of de-
termination in both countries 
and exchange experiences in 
this regard.

The agreement was signed 
online by Breef President HH 
Shaikh Isa bin Abdullah Al 
Khalifa and Secretary General 
of the Zayed Higher Organi-
sation for People of Determi-
nation, Abdullah Abdula’ali Al 
Humaidan. The signing was 
attended by leading person-
alities from BREEF and the or-
ganisation.

HH Shaikh Nasser

Acting Oil Undersecretary Al Faihani opens the conference

Congratulations

Global Media Congress

Bahrain-Kuwait relations

Diabetes awareness forum

Royal support for art

Indian Ambassador H.E. Piyush Srivatsava congratulating the newly elected GOPIO Bahrain chapter President, Ms Tina 
Mathew, in the presence of Global Organization of People of Indian Origin International President Sunny Kulathakal and 
Embassy Second Secretary Ihjas Aslam Sheik.

Minister of Information, Dr Ramzan bin Abdullah Alnoaimi, participated in the first session of the Global Media 
Congress 2022 which is being held in Abu Dhabi, the UAE, from November 15 to 17 under the theme “Shaping the Future 
of the Media Industry”. The conference convened under the auspices of the UAE Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of 
Presidential Affairs, His Highness Shaikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan. Dr Alnoaimi participated as a keynote speaker 
in the main ministerial panel discussion on new and future investment opportunities in media from across the globe. He 
spoke about the need to know the concept of new media, given that the media field has become widespread.

Advisor to HM the King for Media 
Affairs, Nabeel bin Yacoub Al Hamar, 
received Kuwait’s Ambassador to 
Bahrain Shaikh Thamer Jaber Al Ahmed 
Al Sabah. The Advisor praised the 
historical bilateral cooperation in all 
fields, especially in the media sector, 
thanks to the noble directives of the 
two country’s wise leaders. He hailed 
the Ambassador’s efforts to promote 
Bahraini-Kuwaiti relations, wishing 
him success. The Ambassador stressed 
his pride in the depth of the bilateral 
relations.

The second edition of World Diabetes 
Day Conference was launched 
yesterday highlighting the importance 
of raising awareness about the 
chronic health condition. It was held 
under the patronage of the President 
of the Supreme Council of Health 
(SCH) and Bahrain Diabetes Society 
President Lieutenant-General Dr 
Shaikh Mohammed bin Abdullah Al 
Khalifa. The conference, organised by 
the Health Ministry and NovoNordisk, 
coincides with the World Diabetes Day 
under the theme “Access to Diabetes 
care, if not now, when?” launched by 
the International Diabetes Federation.

The National Council for Fine Arts chaired by Shaikh Rashid bin Khalifa Al Khalifa held its periodical meeting to discuss 
the council’s plans and programs. He expressed appreciation for the support of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa to the council’s Art for Peace initiative. The meeting reviewed the preparations to implement the directives of 
His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince and Prime Minister, to install art works in 
public spaces.
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According to re-
searchers associated 
with Bill and Melinda 

Gates Foundation, 
the last time Bahrain 
updated its breast-
feeding indicators 

was in the year 2002 
and since then there 
have been no surveys 
or infant data studies 

related to this. 

KNOW WHAT

Bahrain ranks first amongst GCC in Anti Money 
laundering  says Bahrain Chamber Report

Report commissioned 
b y   B A H R A I N 
C H A M B E R  O F 

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 
reveals that the economic 
recovery path is on the right 
track.

The report shows that in Q2 
2022, “The growth and GDP 
contribution of economic 
sectors where real GDP and 
nominal GDP increased 
by 6.95 pcs and 22.97 pcs, 
led by growth in the hotels, 
restaurants, and transport and 
communication sector and 
Manufacturing  and Natural 
Gas sector is the highest 
contributor to GDP in Q2 2022 
at 17.07%.

“ T h e  t ra d e  exc h a n g e 
increased by 9 pcs between 
Bahrain and GCC in Q3 2022 
compared to Q3 2021, whereas 
29.5% increase in the volume 
of trade between Bahrain and 
Oman in Q3 2022 compared 
to Q3 2021.

“C h i n a  m a i n t a i n s  i t s 
position as Bahrain’s top 
import partner in Q3 with 
a total  import value of 
567 million USD. The top 
imported commodity was 
smartphones, with a total 
value of 33.7 million USD. This 
commodity accounts for 6% of 

total imports from China.
“Saudi Arabia has maintained 

its position as the largest export 
market for Bahraini commodities 
in Q3 2022, with the total 
value of exports reaching 792 
million USD. The top exported 
commodity was agglomerated 
iron ores and concentrated at 
229 million USD,” the study 
highlighted.

“The consumer price index 
increased by 4% in August 2022 
compared to August 2021, with 
the most significant changes 
occurring during that time 
period being A 10.4% increase 
in the food and nonalcoholic 
beverages group, A 15.1% increase 
in the hotels and restaurants 
group, A 6.4% increase in the 
transportation group, and A 
5.5% increase in the furnishings, 
household equipment, and 
routine household maintenance 
group.

“The Restaurants and Hotels 
sector witnessed the highest 
increase in prices in August 
2022 at 15.1%, compared to the 
same month in the previous 
year. The second highest sector 
with a y-o-y increase is Alcoholic 
Beverages and Tobacco, reaching 
13.4%.

“The number of Bahrainis 
in the public and private 

sectors increased by 3.2% and 
4.3% respectively in Q2 2022 
compared to Q2 2021. The 
number of employed non-
Bahrainis also increased by 8% 
in Q2 2022 compared to Q2 2021.

“Worker remittances are 
defined as payments made by 

migrant workers and residents 
of a country to relatives in their 
home country. Remittances to 
beneficiaries in their country 
of origin are classified as for 
more than a year, regardless of 
their legal status. Remittances 
from workers increased by 4.5%, 

rising from 248.8 million BHD 
in Q2 2021 to 259.9 million BHD 
in Q2.

“The outflow of worker 
remittances  in  the  GCC 
amounted to about 127.2 
billion USD in 2021, compared 
to about 116.5 billion USD in 
2020, registering a growth of 
9.2%. This is after the total 
remittances declined over the 
last four years.

“Interest rates on business 
loans increased in general during 
Q2 2022 compared to the same 
period in 2021. The interest rate 
in the Manufacturing sector 
increased from 2.12% in Q2 2021 
to 4.67% in the same period in 
2022,

“It also increased in the Trade 
Sector from 4.91% in Q2 2021 to 
5.87% in Q2 2022. The interest 
rate, however, decreased in the 
Construction and Real Estate 
Sector from 6.99% in Q2 2021 
to 5.15% in Q2 2022.

“ T h e  n u m b e r  o f  AT M 
withdrawal transactions in June 
2022 was about 1.18 million, a 
2.2% decrease from the 1.20 
million registered in June 
2021. There was also a decline 
of 7.9% in the number of ATM 
withdrawals in April, from 
around 1.29 million in 2021 to 
1.19 million in 2022.

“ T h e  n u m b e r  o f  P O S 

transactions in all sectors 
increased significantly in 
the second quarter of 2022 
compared to the same period 
in 2021. POS transactions 
increased by 74% in June 2022, 
from 8.2 million in 2021 to 14.3 
million in 2022.

“The number  of  POS 
transactions in all sectors 
increased significantly in 
the second quarter of 2022 
compared to the same period 
in 2021. POS transactions 
increased by 74% in June 
2022, from 8.2 million in 2021 
to 14.3 million in 2022,” the 
study pointed out.

According to the IMF, “The 
global economy is expected to 
slow down from 6.0% in 2021 
to 3.2% in 2022 and 2.7% in 
2023. Global influences on the 
growth rate include significant 
slowdowns in the world’s 
largest economies, with the 
contraction in the US GDP in 
the first half of 2022, and a 
euro area contraction in the 
second half of the year.

Lockdowns and the real 
estate crisis in China have 
also impacted global economic 
growth.”

Complete report is available 
on the Bahrain Chamber 
website and  mobile application 
in English and Arabic.

Trade volume between Bahrain and GCC countries 

Call to ‘regularly’ update 
breastfeeding indicators 

‘Bahrain among 21 countries in the world that don’t have regular updates’ 

Staff Reporter 
TDT | Manama

A group of researchers is 
urging many countries 
including the Kingdom 

of Bahrain to update breastfeed-
ing indicators as it is important 
to protect and evaluate the pro-
gress of breastfeeding promo-
tion efforts.

According to researchers as-
sociated with Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation, the last time 
Bahrain updated its breastfeed-
ing indicators was in the year 
2002 and since then there have 
been no surveys or infant data 
studies related to this. 

The Kingdom’s neighbours 
including Kuwait, Oman and 
Saudi Arabia last carried out a 
survey on breastfeeding indi-
cators in the year 2017, offering 
valuable insights into the matter, 
which helps in devising the right 
strategies. 

“Seventy-one percent of the 
countries had updated their in-
dicators since 2015, and 16 per 
cent have collected breastfeed-

ing indicators for more than two 
decades. Updates were conduct-
ed annually, every three or five 
to nine years. The other 21 coun-
tries had no regular updates, or 
these had been discontinued,” 
the researchers said. 

“Breastfeeding rates were es-
timated from mothers of chil-
dren of different age groups: 
newborns followed up to eight 
weeks after birth, children up to 
12 to 15 months, children under 
24 months or children under 

three to under six years. In eight 
surveys, the population sampled 
was women who had a child in 
the prior three to five years,” 
they added. 

According to International 
Baby Food Action Network (IB-
FAN), Bahrain has made pro-
gress regarding Child Health 
over the past years, as neonatal, 
infant and under-five mortality 
rates steadily declined. “This is 
a consequence of the ministry of 
health’s priority: to provide the 

maximum levels of health care 
including primary health care, 
especially for children below six 
years of age. 

“Nevertheless, the lack of data 
on breastfeeding remains con-

cerning and the few data avail-
able show an extremely low rate 
of exclusive breastfeeding under 
six months. It remains compli-
cated to draw conclusions on 
recent progress regarding early 
initiation of breastfeeding, ex-
clusive breastfeeding under six 
months and continued breast-
feeding at two years.”

On the flip side, the network 
also praised the Kingdom’s au-
thorities for taking the right 
measures.

“In an effort to improve 
breastfeeding rates in the 1990s, 
the Bahraini government devel-
oped a policy to support breast-
feeding. A decree was issued, 
which concerns the control of 
marketing and promotion of 
breastmilk substitutes. This de-
cree was then followed in 1996 
by ministerial order No. 5 which 
established a national commit-
tee for breastfeeding. The com-
mittee was re-organised in 2008 
and 2011, but it remains unclear 
what its mandate is and whether 
it meets regularly,” the network 
observed.  

Life sentence 
upheld in human 
trafficking case
TDT | Manama

The Bahraini man who 
was sentenced to life in 

prison for encouraging do-
mestic workers to run away 
from their original sponsors 
and then trafficking them 
has had his life sentence up-
held by the Cassation Court.

The defendant was sen-
tenced to 10 years in prison 
but the High Appeals Court 
increased his sentence to 
life in prison due to his ma-
jor role in the crime.

According to court files, 
the defendant was among 
19 arrested for setting up 
a criminal network to en-
courage domestic servants 
to flee from their sponsors, 
and then hold them up in 
apartments, where they 
force them into prostitu-
tion. 

The defendant was the 
mastermind of the net-
work, and his co-suspects 
revealed that they deceived 
the victims by offering them 
high salaries in order to agi-
tate them to depart from the 
families they are working 
for. 

As per the case records, 
the defendant recruited 
several men to guard the 
apartments to ensure that 
no one from the victims will 
manage to break away.

Seventeen of the defend-
ants were sentenced to 10 
years in prison.

The World Breastfeeding Week is regularly observed in the Kingdom from August 
1 to 7


