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AND I REMEMBER. INVOLVE ME 
AND I LEARN
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

MONDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2022

1854 1907 1943 1973TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
French and British forces 
bombard Sevastopol for 
the first time during the 
Crimean War

Guglielmo Marconi’s company begins the first 
commercial transatlantic wireless service 

between Glace Bay, Nova Scotia, Canada and 
Clifden, Ireland

Burma railway completed, 
built by Allied POWs and Asian 
laborers for use of the Japa-
nese army

OPEC oil ministers use oil as an economic 
weapon in the Arab-Israeli War, mandating 

a cut in exports and recommending an 
embargo against unfriendly states
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I cannot imagine an is-
sue that is more seri-

ous & urgent than water 
– including the issue of 
groundwater. Our imme-
diate & long-term future 
depend on it.

@UN_PGA

Yesterday, I issued an 
Executive Order di-

recting the Department 
of Health and Human 
Services to put a plan on 
my desk within 90 days 
finding additional ways 
to lower prescription 
drug costs for seniors.

@JoeBiden

Financial inclusion and 
technology are essen-

tial for progress. At 11 AM 
today, 75 Digital Banking 
Units (DBUs) will be ded-
icated to the nation. This 
initiative will have several 
benefits which will go a 
long way in transforming 
lives. https://pib.gov.in/
PressReleseDetail.aspx-
?PMO=3&PRID=1867762

@narendramodi

The number of people 
affected by hunger 

has more than doubled in 
the past 3 years. Togeth-
er, we must move from 
despair to hope & action, 
and make nutritious di-
ets available & affordable 
for all. On #WorldFood-
Day, I call on you to be 
part of the change.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 515,645 24,613 442,182 48,850

Saudi 
Arabia

818,731 9,380 805,354 3,997

UAE 1,032,844 2,346 1,011,757 18,741

Kuwait 660,667 2,564 657,113 990

Oman 398,424 4,260 384,669 9,495

Qatar 460,970 682 457,428 2,860

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 98,825,641 1,090,374

2 India 44,628,828 528,895

3 France 36,216,634 155,816

4 Brazil 34,791,770 687,195

5 Germany 34,608,835 151,420

6 S. Korea 25,120,465 28,840

7 UK 23,798,793 191,681

8 Italy 23,099,983 177,988

9 Japan 21,757,595 45,870

10 Russia 21,304,554 388,901

11 Turkey 16,919,638 101,203

12 Spain 13,462,593 114,641

13 Vietnam 11,492,598 43,155

14 Australia 10,309,725 15,475
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Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u Elon Musk said on Saturday 
his rocket company SpaceX would 
continue to fund its Starlink internet 
service in Ukraine, citing the need 
for “good deeds,” a day after he said 
it could no longer afford to do so. 
Musk tweeted: “the hell with it … even 
though starlink is still losing money & 
other companies are getting billions 
of taxpayer $, we’ll just keep funding ukraine 
govt for free”. Musk said on Friday that SpaceX 
could not indefinitely fund Starlink in Ukraine. 
The service has helped civilians and military stay 
online during the war with Russia. Although it was 
not immediately clear whether Musk’s change of 
mind was genuine, he later appeared to indicate it 
was. When a Twitter user told Musk “No good deed goes unpunished”, he replied 
“Even so, we should still do good deeds”.

u A magnitude 6.3 earthquake struck in the Pacific Ocean between Central 
America and the Galapagos Islands on Sunday morning, the U.S. Geological Survey 
(USGS) said, but there were no initial reports of damage. The quake hit at a depth 
of 10 kilometers (6 miles), according to the USGS, and the U.S. Tsunami Warning 

Center said no warning had been issued for 
a potential tsunami. A spokesperson for civil 
protection authorities in Panama said they had 
not received word of any impact. Authorities 
in Ecuador, of which the Galapagos Islands 
are part, likewise did not have any immediate 
reports of damage from the quake.

u The defence ministry in Minsk on Sunday said just under 9,000 Russian 
troops would be stationed in Belarus as part of a “regional grouping” of forces to 
protect its borders. “The first troop trains with Russian servicemen who are part 
of the (regional grouping) began to arrive in Belarus,” Valeriy Revenko, head of 
the defence ministry’s international military cooperation 
department, wrote on Twitter. “The relocation will take 
several days. “The total number will be a little less than 
9,000 people.” More information would be provided at 
a briefing for military attachés, he added. Belarusian 
President Alexander Lukashenko said last week that his 
troops would deploy with Russian forces near the Ukrainian border, citing what 
he said were threats from Ukraine and the West.

u Chinese former Vice Premier Zhang Gaoli made his first public appearance 
on Sunday since Chinese tennis star Peng Shuai accused him of sexual assault 
last year, attending the 20th Communist Party Congress. Zhang, 75, walked 
onstage at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing behind President Xi Jinping and 
other retired and current leaders, and sat in the front row of the podium for the 
opening of the twice-a-decade meeting. He has made no public comment on the 

accusation. Peng made 
her accusation on social 
media in November in 
a post that was soon 
scrubbed from China’s 
internet. She later 
denied having made 

the accusation. Her post led the Women’s Tennis 
Association to suspend tournaments in China and caused an international 
outcry over her safety.

Quake strikes 
in Pacific off Central 
America, no reports of 
damage

Belarus 
says it will host 
just under 9,000 
Russian troops

China ex-
official Zhang 
makes first 
appearance 
since sexual 

assault claim

Elon Musk says 
SpaceX will keep 
funding Starlink 
in Ukraine despite 

losing money

Zelenskiy said almost 
65,000 Russians had been 
killed so far since the Feb. 

24 invasion, a figure far 
higher than Moscow’s 

official Sept. 21 estimate of 
5,937 dead. In August the 
Pentagon said Russia has 
suffered between 70,000 

and 80,000 casualties, 
either killed or wounded.
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Gunmen kill 11 at Russian army base
• Russia launches 
criminal probe after 
11 recruits shot dead

• Ukraine official 
says incident caused 
by row over religion

• Fighting rages in 
eastern Ukraine, southern 
Kherson region

• Kyiv says Russian 
forces in south dogged 
by lack of supplies

Reuters | Kyiv

Russia has opened a criminal 
investigation after gunmen 
shot dead 11 people at a 

military training ground near the 
Ukrainian border, authorities said 
yesterday, as fighting raged in 
eastern and southern Ukraine.

Russia’s RIA news agency, citing 
the defence ministry, said two 
gunmen had opened fire during a 
firearms training exercise on Sat-

urday, targeting a group who had 
volunteered to fight in Ukraine. 
The “terrorists” themselves 

were shot dead, it said.
The incident is the 

latest blow to Pres-
ident Vladimir 

Putin’s “spe-
cial military 

operation” 
in Ukraine 
and comes 
a week af-
ter a blast 
damaged 
a bridge 
l i n k i n g 
mainland 
Russia to 

Crimea, the peninsula it annexed 
from Ukraine in 2014.

Russia’s defence ministry said 
the attackers were from a former 
Soviet republic, without elabo-
rating. A senior Ukrainian offi-
cial, Oleksiy Arestovych, said the 
two men were from the mainly 
Muslim, Central Asian republic 
of Tajikistan and had opened fire 
on the others after an argument 
over religion.

“As a result of the incident at 
a shooting range in Belgorod re-
gion, 11 people died from gun-
shot wounds and another 15 were 
injured,” Russia’s Investigative 
Committee said, announcing the 
criminal investigation. It gave no 

other details.
Some Russian independent 

media outlets reported that the 
number of casualties was higher 
than the official figures.

The governor of Belgorod re-
gion, Vyacheslav Gladkov, said no 
local residents were among those 
killed or wounded.

Two witnesses later told Reu-
ters they had seen Russian air de-
fence systems repelling air strikes 
in Belgorod. Gladkov said two 
people had been wounded after 
the shelling, according to prelim-
inary reports.

Putin said on Friday Russia 
should be finished calling up re-
servists in two weeks, promising 
an end to a divisive mobilisation 
that has seen hundreds of thou-
sands of men summoned to fight 
in Ukraine and many fleeing the 
country.

Belarusian President Alexan-
der Lukashenko, a strong Putin 
ally, said last week that his troops 
would deploy with Russian forces 
near the Ukrainian border, citing 
what he said were threats from 
Ukraine and the West.

The Belarusian defence min-
istry in Minsk on Sunday said 

just under 9,000 Russian troops 
would be stationed in Belarus as 
part of a “regional grouping” of 
forces to protect its borders.

ATTACKS
In the 24 hours to Sunday 

morning, Russian forces target-
ed more than 30 towns and vil-
lages across Ukraine, launching 
five missile and 23 air strikes 
and up to 60 rocket attacks, 
the General Staff of Ukraine’s 
Armed Forces said on Sun-
day.

In response, Ukraine’s air 
forces carried out 32 strikes, 
hitting 24 Russian targets.

Fighting has been particu-
larly intense this weekend 
in the eastern provinces of 
Donetsk and Luhansk, and 
the strategically important 
Kherson province in the south, 
three of the four provinces Putin 
proclaimed as part of Russia last 
month.

Shelling by Ukrainian forc-
es damaged the administration 
building in the city Donetsk, cap-
ital of the Donetsk region, the 
head of its Russian-backed ad-
ministration said yesterday. 

A view shows the city administration building hit by recent shelling in the course of Ukraine-Russia conflict in Donetsk, Russian-
controlled Ukraine

Ukrainian servicemen ride atop of an 
M113 armoured personnel carrier (APC) 
in the town of Lyman

China will never renounce right to 
use force over Taiwan, Xi says

Reuters | Beijing/Taipei

It is up to the Chinese people 
to resolve the Taiwan issue 

and China will never renounce 
the right to use force but will 
strive for a peaceful resolution, 
President Xi Jinping said yes-
terday at the opening of a major 
party meeting.

Taiwan, which China views 
as its own territory, responded 
that it will not back down on its 
sovereignty or compromise on 
freedom and democracy.

Tensions between the Beijing 
and Taipei rose dramatically in 
August after China staged war 
games near Taiwan following 
the visit to Taiwan of US House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi. Those 
military activities have contin-
ued though at a reduced pace.

In a speech opening the rul-
ing Communist Party's 20th 
party congress in Beijing, Xi 
said China always "respected, 
cared for and benefited" Tai-
wan's people and was commit-
ted to promoting economic and 
cultural exchanges across the 
Taiwan Strait. "Resolving the 

Taiwan issue is the Chinese peo-
ple's own business, and it up to 
the Chinese people to decide," 
he said.

"We insist on striving for the 
prospect of peaceful reunifica-
tion with the greatest sincerity 
and best efforts, but we will nev-
er promise to give up the use of 
force and reserve the option to 
take all necessary measures."

That option is aimed at "inter-
ference" by external forces and a 
"very small number" of Taiwan 
independence supporters rather 
than the vast majority of the 
Taiwanese people, Xi said.

"The historical wheels of 
national reunification and na-
tional rejuvenation are rolling 
forward, and the complete re-
unification of the motherland 
must be achieved, and it must 
be achieved!" to added, to a long 
round of applause.

Taiwan's presidential office 
said in response that the Re-
public of China - the island's 
official name - was a sovereign 
and independent country.

"Taiwan's position is firm: 

no backing down on national 
sovereignty, no compromise on 
democracy and freedom, and 
meeting on the battlefield is ab-
solutely not an option for the 
two sides of the Taiwan Strait," 
it said in a statement.

"This is the consensus of Tai-
wan's people," the presidential 
office said, adding the nation-
al security team was keeping a 
close eye on developments at 
the congress. In her national 
day speech on Monday, Taiwan 
President Tsai Ing-wen said war 
between Taiwan and China was 
not an option and reiterated her 
willingness to talk to Beijing, 
even as she pledged to keep 
boosting Taiwan's defences.

Speaking to reporters on 
Sunday, Taiwan Premier Su 

Tseng-chang - who China put 
sanctions on last year, saying he 
was a separatist - said Xi should 
focus on his own people.

Referring to rare banners of 
political protest on an overpass 
in Beijing on Thursday, Su said, 
"Xi Jinping should pay atten-
tion to the smoke and protest 
banners on the Sitong Bridge 
in Beijing, rather than always 
thinking about using force to 
deal with Taiwan."

China refuses to speak to Tsai, 
considering her a separatist.

Beijing has offered Taiwan 
a "one country, two systems" 
model of autonomy, the same 
formula it uses for Hong Kong. 
But all mainstream Taiwanese 
political parties have rejected 
that proposal. 

Biden will act 
'methodically' in re-
evaluating US-Saudi 
relationship, Sullivan 
says
Reuters | Washington

White House national 
security adviser Jake 

Sullivan said yesterday that 
President Joe Biden will act 
"methodically" in re-eval-
uating the US relationship 
with Saudi Arabia, but op-
tions include changes to 
security assistance to the 
major oil producer.

Sullivan, speaking on 
CNN, said Biden had no 
plans to meet with Saudi 
Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman at a G20 leaders 
summit in November and no 
changes were "imminent."

"And so the President isn't 
going act precipitously, he is 
going to act methodically, 
strategically and he's go-
ing to take his time to con-
sult with members of both 
parties, and also to have an 
opportunity for Congress 
to return so that he can sit 
with them in person and 
work through the options,"

‘They were all young’: Turkish village mourns miners killed in blast
AFP | Ahatlar (Turkey) 

Sitting on the stairs of his house 
overlooking the Black Sea, the 

father of a dead miner accepts 
condolences from relatives and 
neighbours. His scarred Turkish 
village lost three of its young men 
in this Friday’s mining disaster.

Three out of 41 miners killed 
in the coal mine explosion in the 
town of Amasra on Friday were 
from Ahatlar, a village on its out-
skirts, where funeral services 
were held on Sunday.

“My son is gone. I am falling 
apart, this is ruining me,” said 
grieving Kemal Yildirim, father 
of Saban, who was in his early 20s 
when he died.

“Friends gave me the sad news. 
We hurried to the pit on Friday. 
He was one of the last remaining 
ones to be pulled out at 7 am the 
next day,” he said.

The young miner’s pregnant 
wife is expecting twins. He was 
employed by the state-owned 
Turkish Hard Coal Enterprises’ 
mine in 2019 after graduating 
from university.

A relative hung flags outside the 
house. Shoes piled up on the door-
mat, and women covering their 
heads with scarves packed into 

a room, while men waited under 
a blue canvas outside, protected 
from the rain.

Hundreds of people from 
neighbouring villages also gath-
ered outside the house as an imam 
led the funeral service. Saban’s 
wife hugged the coffin, which 
was covered with a Turkish  
flag.

“Take me, not him,” said the 

grieving father, so moved he could 
barely breathe.

Officials said 28 miners were 
wounded and 58 survived follow-
ing the blast, which according to 
preliminary findings was caused 
by firedamp -- a term referring to 
a build-up of methane gas.

-’Gas smell’-
Saban had told his wife “the 

mine had been smelling of gas 

inside for 10 days,” his father said. 
“He was going to take an annual 
vacation.”

“His dream was to raise his chil-
dren. I am devastated,” he said.

The sister of another miner 
killed in the explosion said he 
too had smelt gas.

Her brief exchange with Pres-
ident Recep Tayyip Erdogan on 
Saturday was caught by cameras.

Funeral services were held in the village of Ahatlar on Sunday

AFP | Nairobi

The African Union yester-
day called on the warring 

parties in Ethiopia’s conflict to 
“recommit” to peace talks, as 
violence intensifies in the em-
battled Tigray region.

The city of Shire in northwest 
Tigray has been bombarded for 
several days in a joint offen-
sive by Ethiopian and Eritrean 
troops, with civilian casualties 
reported in the push against 
rebels from the war-torn region.

The International Rescue 
Committee, an aid organisation 
delivering relief to stricken 
Tigray, announced on Saturday 
that one of its staff was among 
three civilians killed in an attack 
in Shire.

UN chief Antonio Guterres 
has joined the United States 
and other Western powers in 
expressing grave concern over 
the worsening violence and its 
impact on civilians, and called 
on both sides to negotiate peace.

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed’s 
government, and the Tigrayan 
authorities, have accepted an 
AU invitation to talk, but nego-

tiations scheduled to start last 
weekend in South Africa failed 
to take place.

AU Commission chair Moussa 
Faki Mahamat said the esca-
lating violence was of “grave 
concern”.

“The Chairperson urges the 
Parties to recommit to dialogue 
as per their agreement to direct 
talks to be convened in South 
Africa by a high-level team led 
by the AU High Representa-
tive for the Horn of Africa, and 
supported by the international 

community,” he said in a state-
ment issued on Sunday, but dat-
ed Saturday.

Talks were to be mediated by 
the bloc’s Horn of Africa envoy 

Olusegun Obasanjo, South Af-
rica’s former deputy president 
Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka and 
former Kenyan president Uhuru 
Kenyatta. Diplomats suggested 
logistical issues were partly to 
blame for the much-anticipated 
meeting not going ahead.

The latest fighting came as 
US special envoy Mike Hammer 
arrived in Addis Ababa to push 
for an end to nearly two years of 
war between Ethiopia, its allies, 
and rebels led by the Tigray Peo-
ple’s Liberation Front (TPLF).

The conflict in the Tigray region erupted in November 2020

AU calls on Ethiopia rivals to ‘recommit’ to peace

Russia says its forces repelled Ukrainian 
advances in several regions
Reuters

Russia’s defence ministry 
said yesterday its forces had 

repelled efforts by Ukrainian 
troops to advance in the Donetsk, 
Kherson and Mykolaiv regions, 
inflicting what it described as 
significant losses against the en-

emy.
The battlefield reports could 

not immediately be verified.
Russia also said it was contin-

uing air strikes on military and 
energy targets in Ukraine, us-
ing long-range precision-guided 
weapons.

Chinese President Xi Jinping speaks during the opening ceremony of the 20th National Congress of the 
Communist Party of China, at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, China

Xi did away with presidential term 
limits in 2018, clearing the way for 
him to break with the precedent of 
recent decades and rule for a third 

five-year term, or longer.
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