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Iranian judiciary
says those killed died
of smoke inhalation

@ Iran says calm
returns to Evin prison
after fire, airs footage

Fire comes amid
widespread protests,
brutal crackdown

@ Iran accuses
Biden of interfering
in state affairs

Protests sparked by
Mahsa Amini’s death
enter second month

Reuters | Dubai

fire at Iran’s Evin prison
Alate on Saturday killed

four detainees and in-
jured 61, state media reported,
as anti-government protests
sparked by a woman's death in
police custody continued on
Sunday, including at several
universities.

Iranian authorities said on
Saturday that a prison work-
shop had been set on fire "af-
ter a fight among a number of
prisoners convicted of financial
crimes and theft”. Evin holds
many detainees facing security
charges, including Iranians with
dual nationality.

Iran’s judiciary said four of
those injured in Saturday’s fire
were in critical condition and
that those killed had died of
smoke inhalation, Iranian state
media reported.

Earlier state television aired
video apparently showing that
calm had returned to the facility.

Protests sparked by 22-year-
old Mahsa Amini’s death on
Sept. 16 have turned into one of
the boldest challenges to Iran’s

A view of smoke rising from Evin Prison in Tehran, Iran

Rights groups said at
least 240 protesters had
been killed in the anti-
government protests,
including 32 minors.

clerical rulers since the 1979 rev-
olution, with protesters calling
for the downfall of the Islamic
Republic, even if the unrest does
not seem close to toppling the
system.

Demonstrations continued
at several universities on Sun-
day, including in the cities of
Tabriz and Rasht, to a heavy de-
ployment of riot police. Videos
posted on social media showed
students at a Tehran university
chanting: "Iran has turned into
a big prison. Evin prison has be-
come a slaughterhouse.”

Reuters could not inde-
pendently verify the footage.

The clampdown on protests has
attracted international condemna-
tion, with the United States, Can-
ada and some European countries
imposing sanctions on Iranian
officials and organisations they

accuse of being involved.

Over 8,000 people had
been arrested in 111 cities
and towns, Iranian activist
news agency HRANA said

Families of some political
detainees took to social media
to call on the authorities to en-
sure their safety at Evin prison,
which in 2018 was blacklisted by
the US government for "serious
human rights abuses”.

Footage of the prison aired
on state television hours later
showed firefighters inspecting
a workshop with fire damage to
the roof. It also showed inmates
asleep in their wards.

Atena Daemi, a human rights
activist, said that relatives of
prisoners held in the women'’s
section had gathered at the pris-
on for routine visiting hours,
but that the authorities had de-
nied them access, resulting in a
standoff.

Relatives were told that the
prisoners were "fine, but the
phones are broken”, according
to Daemi. However, she later
tweeted that some women pris-
oners had called their families.

A lawyer representing an

American Iranian held at Evin,
Siamak Namazi, imprisoned
for nearly seven years on espi-
onage-related charges rejected
by Washington as baseless, said
on Sunday that Namazi had con-
tacted his relatives.

Several other dual national
Iranians and foreign citizens are
held in Evin prison mostly for
security-related charges.

"SiamakNamazi has now spo-
ken to his family. He is safe and
has been moved to a secure area
of Evin Prison. We have no fur-
ther details,” lawyer Jared Gens-
er said in a tweet.

The husband of Iranian jour-
nalist Niloofar Hamedi, who
broke the news of Amini'’s
hospitalisation and was
arrested last month, also
wrote on Twitter that she
had telephoned him on
Sunday.

VIOLENT
CRACKDOWN

Asked about the
prison fire, US President % 3
Joe Biden told reporters
during a campaign trip on
Saturday to Portland, Or-
egon that the Iranian gov-
ernment was "so oppressive”
and that he was surprised by
the courage of the Iranian
protesters.

Iran’s foreign ministry said
Biden had interfered in Tehran’s

Iran prison fire kills four, injures 61

Demonstrations continued at
several universities yesterday, in-
cluding in the cities of Tabriz and

Rasht, to a heavy deployment

of riot police. Videos posted on
social media showed students
at a Tehran university chanting:
“Iran has turned into a big
prison. Evin prison has become a
slaughterhouse.”
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state matters by showing sup-
port for the anti-government
protests. read more

France said on Sunday it was
following with the utmost atten-
tion the situation at Evin prison,
"where several French nationals
are being arbitrarily detained”.

"France once again reminds
the Iranian authorities that they
are responsible for the safety
and health of our compatriots
detained in Iran,” a French for-
eign ministry spokesperson said
in a statement, repeating a call
for their immediate release.

Protests have been met with a
brutal state crackdown. Rights
groups said at least 240 pro-
testers had been killed in the
anti-government protests, in-
cluding 32 minors. Over 8,000
people had been arrested in 111
cities and towns, Iranian activist
news agency HRANA said on Sat-
urday. The authorities have not
published a death toll.

Among the casualties have
been teenage girls whose deaths
have become a rallying cry for
more demonstrations across the
country.

Protesters hold signs at a
demonstration, following the death of
Mahsa Amini, a woman who died last
week in Tehran after being arrested
by Iranian morality police, in Berlin,
Germany

UK finance minister Hunt vows to win back financial market trust

PM Truss remains
under intense
political pressure

® Government must
account for every penny,
says new finmin

Promises to make
“difficult decisions”
on spending, tax

Reuters | London

ew finance minister Jere-

my Hunt promised to win
back Britain’s economic credi-
bility by fully accounting for the
government’s tax and spending
plans, while insisting his boss
Liz Truss remained in charge of
the country.

Prime Minister Truss appoint-
ed Hunt on Friday in an attempt
to rescue her leadership as con-
fidence in her ability to run the
country drained away within
both her own Conservative Par-
ty and international financial
markets.

Sunday’s newspapers were rife
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with stories of plans to replace
her.

Investors have sold British
government bonds heavily since
Sept. 23 when Hunt’s predeces-
sor, Kwasi Kwarteng, announced
a string of unfunded tax cuts
without publishing a set of in-
dependent economic forecasts.

The knock-on effects forced
the Bank of England into an
emergency intervention to pro-
tect pension funds and drove up
mortgage costs - adding to the
squeeze on Britons’ finances.

“What I'm going to do... is to
show the markets, the world,
indeed people watch- ing
at home, that we can
properly account for
every penny of our tax and
spending plans,” Hunt told BBC
television in an interview broad-
cast on Sunday.

Britain’s economy is at risk of

going into recession
at the same time as
the Bank of Eng-
land is raising
interest rates to
control soaring
inflation. Bank
Governor An-
drew Bailey said
on Saturday he
thought a big
rate hike would
be needed in ear-
ly November.

Truss - who
became Conserv-
ative Party leader
just 41 days ago af-
ter promising to
slash tax-
es -

they agreed

together.
The chaos

has fuelled

discontent in

splintered before
Friday and fall-
ing far behind the
opposition La-
bour Party in
opinion

fired Kwarteng on
Friday and has
ditched key
parts of the
programme

the governing
party, already

polls.

Crispin Blunt on Sunday be-
came the first Conservative
lawmaker to publicly say Truss
could not survive as leader,

“I think the game is up and
it’s now a question as to how
the succession is managed,” he
told Channel 4’s ‘The Andrew
Neil Show’.

Blunt did not say how such a
change could happen, but that
if enough of the party wanted it
they would find a way.

Even U.S. president Joe Biden
criticized Truss’s original eco-
nomic plan as a mistake.

“I think that the idea of cut-
ting taxes on the super wealthy

at a time when - anyway, I just
think - I disagreed with
the policy, but that’s up
to Great Britain to make
that judgment, not me,”
he said.



