
Peace and justice 
for Palestinians

Bahrain stands firm in support of ‘just solution’ for Palestine and calls for end to conflict

• Cabinet hails 
HM King directives 
to provide urgent 
humanitarian aid 
to Palestinians

TDT | Manama

The Cabinet affirmed the 
Kingdom of Bahrain’s 
full support for all ef-

forts towards achieving a just 
solution on the Palestinian issue 
to ensure regional security and 
stability.

It highlighted the Kingdom’s 
support for a two-state solution 
in accordance with the Arab 
Peace Initiative, noting that 
peace and adherence to the Ini-
tiative are the only way to ensure 
the Palestinian people’s rights to 

an independent state, with East 
Jerusalem as its capital.

The Deputy Prime Minister, 
HE Shaikh Khalid bin Abdulla 
Al Khalifa, yesterday chaired 
the weekly Cabinet meeting at 
Gudaibiya Palace.

The Cabinet commended His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa’s directives to pro-
vide urgent humanitarian aid to 
the Palestinian people through 
the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Ref-

ugees in the Near East (UNRWA), 
as part of the Kingdom’s com-
mitment to supporting those in 
need and helping to relieve the 
humanitarian situation of the 
Palestinian people.

It highlighted the importance 
of de-escalation, providing hu-
manitarian relief, food, water, 
electricity, and medical aid into 
the Gaza Strip. The Cabinet also 
emphasised the need to uphold 
international humanitarian law 
by protecting civilians and re-
leasing any civilian hostages.

Procedures
The Cabinet followed up on 

the procedures taken by minis-
tries and government agencies 
regarding HM the King’s Royal 
Order to preserve the histori-
cal and cultural identity of Bah-
rain’s buildings and cities, the 
Isa Al Kabeer Palace, and Mu-
harraq during their renovation 
and development plans.

In this regard, the Deputy 
King, His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
the Crown Prince and Prime 

Minister, visited Muharraq and 
directed the immediate imple-
mentation of the Muharraq De-
velopment Plan’s procedures to 
accelerate the completion of the 
Pearling Path project.

Digital transformation
The Cabinet highlighted the 

digital transformation of public 
services, which facilitates their 
use, and commended the vital 
role of the Ministerial Commit-
tee for Information and Com-
munication Technology, headed 
by the Interior Minister.

The Cabinet congratulated 
the winners of the eGovern-
ment Excellence Award during 
the 10th Bahrain International 
eGovernment Forum, which re-
ceived wide participation from 
the Kingdom’s ministries, gov-
ernment agencies, and private 
sector. (Continued on Page 4)
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The Cabinet highlighted the 
importance of de-escalation, 
providing humanitarian re-
lief, food, water, electricity, 

and medical aid into the 
Gaza Strip.
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HM King: Open humanitarian corridors for Gaza aid 
Rome

His Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
stressed the need to ur-

gently open humanitarian corri-
dors for the entry of medical and 
relief aid, food, water and the 
provision of electricity to Gaza.

HM the King reaffirmed the 
Kingdom of Bahrain’s full sup-
port for the coordination of all 
efforts aimed at achieving just 
peace, stability and security for 
all the peoples of the region. 

His Majesty was speaking as 
he met yesterday with Italian 
President Sergio Mattarella at 
the Presidential Palace in Rome, 
on the occasion of his visit to 
Italy. Upon the arrival of HM 
King Hamad, President Mat-
tarella welcomed him and his 
visit, which provides strong im-
petus for the development of 

Bahraini-Italian relations. 
During the meeting, they re-

viewed all aspects of their close 
bilateral relations and ways to 
develop and strengthen them to 
achieve common goals, as well 
as the latest regional and inter-
national developments, and the 
situation in the Gaza Strip. 

HM the King reaffirmed Bah-
rain’s approach, which calls for 
strengthening security, stability 
and consolidating peace which 
would be achieved by giving the 
Palestinian people their legit-
imate rights and finding a just 
solution to the Palestinian issue, 
to reach a two-state solution in 
accordance with the Arab Peace 
Initiative, that guarantees the 
right of the Palestinian people 
to establish their independent 
State, with East Jerusalem as 
its capital. 

He affirmed the need to pre-
vent any worsening of the situ-
ation, to work for the release of 
detained civilians, and to protect 
all civilians who - under interna-
tional humanitarian law - must 
not be the target of any conflict. 

His Majesty expressed his 
appreciation for the impor-
tant role played by the Italian 
Republic at the internation-
al level and its contributions 
to international peace and  
security.

HM the King is welcomed by President Mattarella during his Italian visit

Deputy Prime Minister

Aid agencies call for ‘urgent intervention’ to save lives
TDT| Manama

As the humanitarian crisis in 
Gaza from the Israeli ‘sei-

ge’ and bombardments entered 
the second week, aid agencies 
yesterday called for urgent in-
tervention to allow vital supplies 

in, as water supplies to the 2.3 
million people in the Palestinian 
exclave dried up and food and 
fuel stocks dwindled.

Death toll from the continuing 
Israeli air strikes since last Sat-
urday reached 2,750 yesterday, 
with most of them being ordi-

nary Palestinians.
As thousands massed on the 

Rafah border crossing with 
Egypt, following the Israeli or-
der to evacuate the northern 
part of Gaza, Israel on Monday 
ruled out a temporary ceasefire 
to allow aid supplies in or for-

eigners out. Yesterday evening, 
there was also a news report 
of an air strike near the border 
crossing point.

In an effort of frantic diplo-
macy to prevent the crisis from 
worsening, UN humanitarian 
chief Martin Griffiths is heading 

to the Middle East today, seek-
ing access for aid.

The regional director of World 
Health Organization, Ahmed 
Al-Mandhari, issued a stark 
warning about the situation yes-
terday and said it was barrelling 
towards a real catastrophe. 

His Majesty, Pope 
discuss Bahrain, 
Vatican close ties 
and Mideast events
 Rome

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa, met 

yesterday with His Holi-
ness Pope Francis, Pope of 
the Catholic Church, at His 
Holiness’ office in the papal 
headquarters, on the occa-
sion of His Majesty’s visit 
to the Vatican City.

His Majesty and His Ho-
liness discussed the close 
bilateral relations between 
Bahrain and the Vatican, 
joint cooperation, and ef-
forts to promote tolerance, 
coexistence, brotherhood, 
dialogue, and cooperation 
among peoples.

They also discussed Mid-
dle East events. HM the King 
praised Pope Francis’ sup-
port for stability, peace, and 
protection of civilians, re-
jecting violence and target-
ing innocent people, while 
adhering to international 
laws and conventions.

HM the King underscored 
the significance of ensuring 
regional security and sta-
bility to attain the develop-
ment and prosperity goals 
of its countries and peoples.

HM the King with Pope
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• Hopes high for 
more collaboration in 
financial technology

Mahir Haneef

TDT| Manama

There is a substantial 
opportunity for a col-
laboration between the 

Kingdom of Bahrain and India 
in fintech services, given the 
Kingdom’s notable role in the 
sector, His Excellency Vinod 
K Jacob, the Ambassador of 
India to Bahrain, said.

Speaking at an exclu-
sive interview with 

The Daily Tribune, 
the Ambassador 

was addressing 
a question on 

ways to ad-
vance the 
ties be-
t w e e n 

the two nations on innovation and 
entrepreneurship.

The Ambassador stated, “There 
is a high degree of acknowledge-
ment of the role that the Kingdom 
of Bahrain has played in financial 
technology, its historical position as 
a financial hub, its growing prowess 
in technology, and the innovation in 
the last few years under the leader-
ship of His Majesty the King and the 
Crown Prince and Prime Minister. 
So I think there is substantial oppor-
tunity that is available for both sides 
to collaborate in this area.”

These comments were made by 
the Ambassador at a time when the 
trade between the two countries 
have reached an all-time high of 
USD1.6 billion in 2022.

Speaking about areas in which 
the two countries can cooperate to 
further increase the trade volume, 
the Ambassador said, “The endeav-
our on both sides will be to increase 
two-way investments, especially 
investment from India to Bahrain, 
people-to-people exchanges, tour-
ism inflows, etc. and also look at 

opportunities in areas such as health, 
pharmaceuticals, information tech-
nology, financial technology, and 
services.”

The Ambassador also said he be-
lieves that the ongoing talks about 
establishing a free trade agreement 
(FTA) between the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) and India would gath-
er momentum soon.

“At this point of time, when you 
look at the consideration of the Min-
istry of Commerce and Industry in 
India, they have been engaging in 
free trade agreements with differ-
ent parts of the world. There has 
been discussion on a free trade area 
between the GCC and India. We are 
hopeful that these talks will pick up 
steam. As you are aware, the devel-
opment of a free trade area is a long 
process. It requires the careful study 
of the various factors and various 
actors. So I am hopeful that there 
will be some progress. All of these 
depend on many factors, some of 
which are within the control of the 
government and some of which 
are beyond the control of either 

government, such as international 
developments, pandemics, etc. 
But I am hopeful that there will 
be progress towards FTA between 
India and the GCC,” the Ambassa-
dor stated.

The endeavour on both 
sides will be to increase 

two-way investments, 
especially investment 
from India to Bahrain, 

people-to-people 
exchanges, tourism 

inflows, etc. and also 
look at opportunities 

in areas such as health, 
pharmaceuticals, 

information technology, 
financial technology, and 

services

Ambassador emphasises mutually beneficial ties between Bahrain and 
India on innovation and entrepreneurship

Touched by ‘warmth, generosity and hospitality’
Mahir  

Haneef

TDT| Manama
In the two months of serving 

as the Ambassador of India 
to the Kingdom, he has been 
moved by the warmth and gen-
erosity of the people of Bahrain, 
His Excellency Vinod K Jacob 
said.

The new Ambassador shared 
his experience during an inter-
view with The Daily Tribune in 
response to a query as to what 
his most favourite thing about 
Bahrain is.

His Excellency said, “This is 
the first time I am serving in this 
region. I have previously served 
in China, in New York - at the 
permanent mission of India to 
the United Nations - and in Sri 
Lanka. So this is a new region. 
But what struck me the most in 
this region was the high degree 
of commonalities that is there 
between India and Bahrain. 
These are all the result of his-
torical contacts. But historical 

contacts don’t necessarily have 
to make a people warm towards 
another foreign country or for-
eign people. I have been most 
touched by the warmth and 
generosity of the people of Bah-
rain - whether it is high officials, 
the lower-level officials, or the 
Indian community - and I can 
say that the Indian community 
has imbibed some of the quali-
ties of the Bahraini people and 
their traditions of hospitality. 
I am very proud and happy in 
this regard. I really feel proud 
to be the Ambassador of India 
to Bahrain, mainly because of 
this friendship between the two 
sides.”

Warm welcome
Further, His Excellency said 

he received a very warm wel-
come from the Government of 
the Kingdom of Bahrain. 

“In the two months that I have 

been here, I must say that I have 
been very warmly welcomed by 
the Government of the Kingdom 
of Bahrain. The Foreign Minis-
try in particular, as its protocol 
has been excellent. The support 
I have received from them and 
the support that I have received 
from all the various ministries 
of the Kingdom of Bahrain and 
the Royal Court has been excep-
tional. I couldn’t have asked for 
a better start to my stint here,” 
the Ambassador said.

The hospitality of the peo-
ple of Bahrain also played a 
role in feeling welcome in the 
Kingdom, the Ambassador said. 
“People in Bahrain are equally 
friendly towards India. They 
know India quite well, they are 
aware of the long history be-
tween the two countries, and 
they have immediately put me 
at ease in this posting,” His Ex-
cellency said.

‘India is always on the side of peace’
Mahir Haneef

TDT| Manama

India has a robust foreign pol-
icy that enables it to speak to 

both or multiple sides of a con-
flict, His Excellency Vinod K Ja-
cob, Ambassador of India to the 
Kingdom of Bahrain, said.

Responding to a question about 
the change in Indian foreign di-
plomacy in the past two decades, 
the Ambassador said, “India has a 
consistent position with respect to 
dealing with conflict anywhere in 
the world. We believe in peaceful 
settlement of disputes, through 
dialogue and negotiation. If you 
take any issue anywhere in the 
world, you will see that India is al-
ways on the side of peace, always 
on the side of dialogue, and always 
calling for the end of hostilities. At 
the same time, we are very clear 
that terrorism is not acceptable 
in the contemporary international 
relations. It cannot be a means of 
resolving disputes or conflicts. 
In any conflict throughout the 

decades that you see, India is the 
one party which is able to speak 
to both sides or multiple sides to 
a conflict. That I think speaks to 
the robustness of Indian diploma-
cy.” Explaining further about the 
change in India’s foreign policy 
and diplomatic service, the Am-
bassador said the fundamentals 
remain the same but the diplo-
matic practice has changed.

Foreign policy
“The fundamentals of Indian 

foreign policy, enshrined in the 
Constitution of India, obliges the 
Government of India to aim for 
friendly relations with all peoples 
and all countries, close cooper-
ation with international organi-
zations, respect for international 
law, and the concept of friendship 
and comity among nations. Those 
fundamentals remain. It is mainly 
in the practice of diplomacy that 
substantial changes have taken 
place, in areas like dealing with 
transnational challenges and the 
efforts to align together on the ba-
sis of values and interest groups. 

For example, India is a part of 
the BRICS group of countries of 
major emerging economies and 
a part of the G20, BASIC group 
of countries which used to be an 
important force to reckon with in 
climate change negotiations till 
about eight or nine years back. 
We have joined in those sorts of 
groupings in order to promote our 
interests on the basis of common 
understandings,” the Ambassa-
dor explained. The Ambassador 
also pointed out that India is a 
founding member of the United 
Nations, had signed the Charter 
of the United Nations even before 
India became independent, has 
been participating in UN Secu-
rity Council as non-permanent 
member for many years, and has 
been the largest contributor to UN 
peacekeeping forces in the world 
until recently.

“The greatest number of mar-
tyrdoms in the service of world 
peace has been by Indian peace-
keepers and I would salute those 
sacrifices,” His Excellency stat-
ed.

HIS EXCELLENCY VINOD K JACOB, THE 
AMBASSADOR OF INDIA TO BAHRAIN



Support Palestinians in 
Gaza through ‘telethon’

HH Shaikh Nasser initiates urgent humanitarian campaign to raise funds 

•  RHF to accept 
donations from 
organisations, 
companies and people

 TDT | Manama

His Highness Shaikh 
Nasser bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, HM the King’s 

Representative for Humanitar-
ian Work and Youth Affairs, will 
launch a telethon organised by 
the National Committee to Sup-
port the Palestinians in Gaza in 
cooperation with Bahrain TV 
on Friday.

This comes following His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa’s directives to organise 
a campaign to provide relief aid 
to the Palestinians in the Gaza 
Strip to alleviate their suffering 
due to the dire situation they are 

undergoing.
In line with the royal direc-

tives to offer urgent humanitar-
ian relief aid, HH Shaikh Nasser, 
who is also Royal Humanitarian 
Foundation (RHF) board of trus-
tees chairman, kickstarted the 
campaign with a donation of 
BD100,000.

Dr. Mustafa Al Sayed, Secre-
tary-General of RHF and Chair-
man of the Bahraini National 

Committee to Support Pales-
tinian People in Gaza, said that 
donations and contributions 
will be accepted during the tel-
ethon to support the Palestin-
ian people during the national 
campaign.

National figures
He said the telethon will 

host national figures, including 
scholars, intellectuals, and busi-
nessmen.

Al Sayed said the campaign 
reflected Bahrain’s commitment 
to supporting the fair Palestin-
ian cause, urging all organisa-
tions, companies, citizens and 
residents to contribute to this 
humanitarian initiative to sup-

port the Palestinians in these 
difficult times.

Dr. Mustafa said the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agen-
cy for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East (UNRWA) has been 
contacted to assess Gaza’s needs 
for relief and development aid.

Coordination is underway 
with all official entities, includ-
ing the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs.

He pointed out that the Min-
istry of Health was ready to 
provide assistance to the peo-
ple of Gaza, adding that the So-
cial Development Ministry has 
urged all associations to collect 
donations in coordination with 
the RHF.
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This campaign reflects Bahrain’s 
commitment to supporting the fair 
Palestinian cause, and we urge all 

organisations, companies, citizens and 
residents to contribute to this humanitarian 
initiative to support the Palestinians in these 

difficult times
DR. MUSTAFA AL SAYED, SECRETARY-GENERAL OF RHF AND CHAIRMAN OF THE BAH-

RAINI NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO SUPPORT PALESTINIAN PEOPLE IN GAZA

A telethon, short for “television” and 
“marathon”, is a televised fundraising 
event that lasts many hours or even 
days, the purpose of which is to raise 
money for a charitable or other 
purportedly worthy cause.

KNOW

BETTER

By displaying 
Palestinian and 

Kufiya flags, Bahrainis 
are contributing to a 

global movement of sup-
port and empathy for the 
Palestinian cause in ad-

dition to expressing 
their solidarity.

Palestinian and Kufiya 
flags: Bahrain’s trending 
symbol of support

• A  guide on where to 
find flags of solidarity 
in Kingdom and online

Zahra Ayaz

TDT | Manama

Displaying Palestinian and 
Kufiya flags in cars and at 

homes to show sol-
idarity with the 
people of Gaza 
has become 
a trend in 
Ba h ra i n , 
w i t h 
many en-
q u i r i n g 
o n l i n e 
h o w  t o 
get hold of 
such a flag.

Many neti-
zens have come 
forward to help fel-
low compatriots searching 
online for ways to get a Pal-
estinian or Kufiya flag in the 
Kingdom, with online forums 
indicating that such flags are 
not readily available every-
where in Bahrain.

As per the recent online 
discussions, mainly on anon-
ymous platforms, Palestinian 
flags can be purchased from 
the bustling souqs of Mana-
ma and Muharraq. Netizens 
suggest thoroughly explor-
ing these traditional markets 
to locate vendors selling the 
flags as it is often the small, 
obscure shops where they are 
available.

For those seeking a more 

personalised touch, tailors in 
Bahrain offer an alternative 
solution. By visiting a tailor 
and providing them with the 
fabric, which can be purchased 
from any clothing shop in Ma-
nama, individuals can have a 
custom-made Palestinian flag 
created in no time, a netizen 
suggested.

Simply show the tailor a 
picture of the Palestinian flag 
and specify the desired size, 

and they will be able to 
bring your vision 

to life, a user 
said.

A l o n g 
w i t h  t h e 
traditional 
shops and 
t a i l o r s , 
people are 
getting the 

flags from 
online retail-

ers too. In ad-
dition to Amazon 

and eBay, online mar-
ketplaces such as Fruggo.bh 

are selling flags, banners, and 
scarves. Flags cost BD2.9 each, 
banners are priced at BD3.9 
each, and custom scarves can 
be had for 950 fils from the 
online shops, netizens said.

Information on where to get 
flags and banners are also be-
ing shared through the social 
media platforms of organisa-
tions supporting the Palestin-
ian cause, a user pointed out.

By displaying Palestinian 
and Kufiya flags, Bahrainis are 
contributing to a global move-
ment of support and empathy 
for the Palestinian cause in 
addition to expressing their 
solidarity.

Bahrain embraces Palestinian and Kufiya flags

Bahrain and Egypt discuss 
efforts for regional peace 

TDT | Manama

Foreign Affairs Minister, Dr. 
Abdullatif bin Rashid Al 

Zayani, yesterday held a phone 
call with his Egyptian counter-
part, Sameh Shoukry.

The two ministers discussed 
Bahraini-Egyptian relations 
and exchanged views on the 
ongoing events in the Gaza 
Strip and efforts at deescalat-

ing the situation, protecting 
civilians, and opening safe cor-
ridors to deliver humanitarian 
aid to the Palestinian people in 
the Gaza Strip.

They also discussed support-
ing efforts aimed at achieving 
permanent peace in the region 
and establishing a Palestinian 
state based on the two-state 
solution and international le-
gitimacy resolutions.

Dr. Al Zayani Sameh Shoukry 

University student sentenced to rehabilitation for hacking

• Fined BD1,000

TDT | Manama

The High Criminal Court has 
sentenced a university stu-

dent to three months in prison 
and a BD1,000 fine for hacking 
a local university’s electronic 
systems.

The court, however, court or-
dered the prison sentence to 
be substituted with mandatory 
attendance in rehabilitation and 
training programmes.    

In its ruling, the court said it 
took a “compassionate view” of 
the circumstances of the case. 
It considered the issued pun-
ishment appropriate for the de-
fendant’s actions.

“The court aims to benefit 
from the defendant’s skills and 
experience by keeping hope for 
his reintegration into society. 
Mandating rehabilitation pro-
grammes is expected to contrib-
ute to reforming his behaviour 
and allowing him to gain knowl-
edge, instead of limiting his 
freedom under the conviction,” 
the court stated in its ruling.

This substitution aligns with 
Article 18 of Law 18 of 2017, 
which allows alternative pen-
alties to imprisonment.  

Defence lawyer Salman Al-
dousari argued earlier that his 
client should be “utilised as a 
prodigy”, noting the cybersecu-
rity student hacked systems out 
of curiosity to test his technical 
abilities. 

However, he neglected that 
the action nearly implicated 
a second-year female student 
in legal trouble and expulsion, 
as occurred in the defendant’s 
case for installing malicious 
programmes on a university 

computer.   Aldousari said the 
university benefited by learning 
of system vulnerabilities from 
the National Cybersecurity Cen-
tre’s report. 

While inexcusable, the court 
could consider the defendant’s 
scientific talents, the lawyer 
added.  “There was also no 
internal policy forbidding cy-
bersecurity students’ actions. 
Therefore, I plea to the court 
to acquit him or use leniency if 
convicted,” he stressed. 

Arrest
The student was arrested af-

ter the National Cyber Security 

Center received a report from a 
senior network specialist at the 
university, indicating that the 
university’s security software 
had successfully prevented an 
attempt to download malicious 
software onto one of the com-
puters in the information tech-
nology lab. 

Based on the report, it was re-
vealed that the programme the 
accused student attempted to 
download was designed to crack 
secret codes stored in computer 
systems and bypass its security 
programmes.  

Further investigation traced 
the attempted download to the 
personal data of a student in 
one of the departments unre-
lated to the computer science 
department. 

The student denied involve-
ment, stating that she was not 
knowledgeable in using such 
technologies.

Through the investigation, 
it was discovered that the ac-
cused student, who was stud-
ying cybersecurity, obtained 
her personal login credentials 
through the university’s systems 
and computers. He was subse-
quently apprehended.

Two fugitives on murder, armed robbery charges extradited 
TDT | Manama

The International Affairs 
and Interpol Department 

of Bahrain’s Ministry of Interior 
has announced the extradition 
of two fugitives to a friendly 
state to face charges of murder 
and armed robbery.  

In a statement, the Depart-
ment said the men were wanted 

by authorities in an unspecified 
country for their involvement 
in a violent crime resulting in 
loss of life. 

After coordinating with 
counterparts, Bahraini police 
apprehended the suspects and 
processed their repatriation 
according to legal extradition 
protocols. Accused of involvement in a violent crime resulting in loss of life



04
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2023

This will enhance the quality and efficiency of 
government services, making the commercial 
environment more attractive and flexible for 
companies. It will also encourage investment, 
ultimately improving the competitiveness of 

the national economy
ABDULLAH BIN ADEL FAKHRO, INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE MINISTER

Streamlined business 
procedures ‘essential’
Industry Minister pushes for more attractive and flexible commercial environment

TDT | Manama

Industry and Commerce 
Minister Abdullah bin Adel 
Fakhro has emphasised the 

importance of facilitating busi-
ness and commercial activities 
in Bahrain through regulatory 
development and streamlined 
procedures.

He said that this will enhance 
the quality and efficiency of 
government services, making 
the commercial environment 
more attractive and flexible for 
companies. It will also encour-
age investment, ultimately im-
proving the competitiveness of 
the national economy, he added.

The Minister was speaking as 

he participated in a luncheon 
organised by the Rotary Club 
of Manama, attended by prom-
inent figures and businessmen 
dedicated to strengthening the 
economic and industrial envi-
ronment in Bahrain.

Fakhro highlighted the Minis-
try’s efforts to advance econom-
ic development in Bahrain and 
achieve growth and prosperity 
in line with the industrial sector 
strategy (2022-2026).

He emphasised the impor-
tance of supporting small and 
medium-sized companies, 
which constitute the majority of 
the economic sector. The Min-
istry aims to provide a favorable 
environment for their growth 

and development, thereby sup-
porting the industrial and com-
mercial sectors in the country.

Renuka Ravindan, President 
of the Rotary Club of Manama, 
expressed gratitude to the Min-
ister and the Ministry for their 
continuous efforts in strength-

ening Bahrain’s economic envi-
ronment. She emphasized the 
club’s commitment to support-
ing the initiatives of the indus-
trial sector strategy (2022-2026) 
to achieve the desired goals for 
the benefit of all.

Mr. Fakhro with the Rotary Club of Manama

Cabinet approves 
key memorandums
(Continuation from Page 1)

TDT | Manama

The Cabinet yesterday dis-
cussed several memoran-

dums during the meeting, ap-
proving the following:

1. A memorandum submitted 
by the Minister of Interior re-
garding the National Strategy 
for Cyberspace Child Protec-
tion (2023-2026) to promote 
safe Internet use and prevent 
child exploitation.

2. A memorandum submitted 
by the Ministerial Committee 
for Legal and Legislative Af-
fairs to join the Djibouti Code 
of Conduct concerning the Re-
pression of Piracy and Armed 
Robbery against Ships in the 
Western Indian Ocean and the 
Gulf of Aden, approved by the 
International Maritime Organ-
ization (IMO).

3. A memorandum submitted 
by the Ministerial Committee 
for Legal and Legislative Af-
fairs regarding an MoU on the 
Patent Prosecution Highway 
Pilot Program between the 
Ministry of Industry and Com-
merce of Bahrain and the China 
National Intellectual Property 
Administration.

4. A memorandum submitted 
by the Ministerial Committee 
for Legal and Legislative Affairs 
on the government’s response 
to two proposals submitted by 
the Council of Representatives.

The Cabinet reviewed the 
following:

1. A memorandum submitted 
by the Minister of Legal Affairs 
regarding the latest develop-

ments in the annual legislative 
plan.

2. A memorandum submitted 
by the Minister of Housing and 
Urban Planning regarding the 
latest developments in hous-
ing projects and programmes, 
urban planning, and progress 
in housing, financing, and ur-
ban planning services. In this 
regard, the Cabinet emphasised 
the importance of implement-
ing new solutions that support 
citizens’ aspirations in prompt-
ly fulfilling their housing needs 
and providing necessary ser-
vices.

Ministerial reports
In addition, the Cabinet not-

ed the following ministerial 
reports:

1. Participation in the 27th 
GCC-EU Joint Council

2. Outcomes of the participa-
tion in the emergency meeting 
of the extraordinary session of 
the Arab League Council at the 
level of Foreign Ministers

3. Outcomes of the 120th 
meeting of the Financial and 
Economic Cooperation Com-
mittee of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council countries

4. Outcomes of the Annual 
Meetings of the International 
Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank Group

5. Participation in the 70th 
session of the WHO Region-
al Committee for the Eastern 
Mediterranean

6. Schools in the Kingdom 
of Bahrain awarded the “Tech-
nology Incubator Schools” 
status from Microsoft for the 
2023-2024 academic year.

Focus on stress and mental health
TDT | Manama

The Occupational Health 
and Safety Committee of 

the Free Federation of Bahrain 
Trade Unions, in collaboration 
with the Al Hur Center for Bah-
raini Retirees and the Silwan 
Psychiatric Hospital, organised 
a lecture entitled “Life Stress 
and Mental Health.”

The event was part of the 
World Mental Health Day cel-
ebration.

Dr. Mai Medhat Ramzi, 
Psychological and Behavioral 
Therapist Specialist and Head 
of the Clinical Psychology De-
partment at Silwan Psychiatric 
Hospital, presented the lecture.

Dr. Ramzi discussed mental 
health as a state of balance be-
tween the environment, body, 
and self, leading to physical, 
psychological, and social com-
fort.

She also explained the causes 
that lead to mental health prob-
lems and divided people into 
five categories based on their 
levels of mental health.

Dr. Ramzi emphasised the 
importance of early interven-
tion and seeking professional 
help for mental health issues 
and the need for a comprehen-
sive approach that includes 
awareness, education, preven-
tion, and access to quality men-
tal health services.

The lecture aimed to raise 
awareness about the impact of 
life stress on mental health and 
promote a better understanding 
of mental health as a crucial as-
pect of overall well-being.

Dr. Ramzi speaks at the event

Works on interchange upper bridge underway
TDT | Manama

The Ministry of Works has 
started the construction of 

an upper bridge at Al Jasra In-
terchange.

This was confirmed by En-
gineer Shaikh Meshal bin Mo-
hammed Al Khalifa, the under-
secretary at the ministry.

The purpose of this project is 
to facilitate left turns for driv-
ers coming from Al Janabiyah 
Street towards Shaikh Isa bin 

Salman Street.
The development work at Al 

Jasra Interchange is part of a 
larger effort to enhance traffic 
flow in Mina Salman, Budaiya, 
Janabiyah, and neighbouring 
areas. The construction of this 
bridge is expected to alleviate 
congestion and improve the 
capacity of the interchange to 
accommodate 57,000 vehicles 
per day.

The goal is to create a smooth 

traffic flow without interrup-
tions, keeping up with the re-
gion’s urban development. The 
completion of the project is an-
ticipated to reduce the average 
crossing time at Al Jasra Inter-
change by 70%. 

The Ministry of Public Works 
is committed to establishing an 
integrated road network across 
all governorates to ensure safe 
and convenient movement for 
drivers across the Kingdom.

Financial and banking
Shaikh Salman bin Khalifa Al 
Khalifa, Minister of Finance and 
National Economy, met with Hassan 
Khalifa Al Jalahma, the Chairman 
of the Central Bank of Bahrain 
(CBB). The minister highlighted 
CBB’s role in implementing 
financial and banking sector laws, 
promoting sector development, 
and enhancing Bahrain’s financial 
and banking services position. The 
meeting discussed financial and 
banking topics as well as the latest 
developments in the global economy.

Bahrain-UK ties

Interior Minister General Shaikh Rashid bin Abdullah Al Khalifa received yesterday the newly appointed British 
Ambassador, Alastair Long. The minister welcomed the envoy, hailing the distinguished ties and partnership between 
the Kingdom of Bahrain and the United Kingdom, especially in police work and criminal justice. He highlighted the 
significance of reinforcing cooperation in exchanging expertise and building capabilities. The Interior Minister hailed 
the security coordination between the two countries. He wished the ambassador every success in carrying out his 
diplomatic duties.

Bahrain-Oman relations Shaikh Mohammed bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, Municipalities 
Affairs and Agriculture Ministry Undersecretary 
met with Ahmed Mohammed Al Humaidi, Chairman 
of Muscat Municipality. The meeting discussed the 
importance of urban development in sustainable cities 
and reviewed topics of common interest and reviewed 
Muscat Municipality’s experience in afforestation, road 
aesthetics, public parks and initiatives to improves 
services offered to the local community. The visit 
aimed at exchanging expertise in municipal work, and 
investing in development-related opportunities, Shaikh 
Mohammed said. He emphasised the need for further 
development of environmental preservation initiatives, 
policies, and programmes to contribute to Bahrain’s 
sustainable development goals (SDGs).
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Annual trade between 
Britain and South Ko-
rea is worth 18 billion 

pounds ($21.9 bn)

KNOW WHAT

Bahrain All Share Index closes higher
TDT | Manama

Bahrain All Share Index has 
closed at 1,943.53 points 

marking an increase of 0.30 
points above the previous clos-
ing.

 This increase was due to the 
rise in the Industrial Sector.

  Bahrain lslamic Index 
has closed at 724.24 points 

marking a decrease of 0.69 
points below the previous  
closing.   Results indicated 
that 43 equity transactions 
took place with a volume of 
1,874,987 worth BD 245,347.

  Investors traded mainly 
in the Financial Sector rep-
resenting 68.47% of the total 
value of securities traded.

Ebrahim Ashoor Khalil wins NBB Al 
Watani Savings Scheme Sept. prize 
TDT | Manama

The National Bank of Bah-
rain (NBB) has announced 

Ebrahim Ashoor Khalil as the 
winner of USD 100,000 in the 
Al Watani Savings Scheme 
September draw. 

NBB said its customers will 
have a chance to win Al Watani 
Savings Scheme prizes with 

every deposit BHD 50 into their 
SaveWave, Express Saver or Al 
Mumayaz accounts. 

For the Al Watani Savings 
Scheme draw in December, 
two winners will be random-
ly selected from participating 
NBB customers, and each will 
be awarded the grand prize of 
USD 1,000,000.

GITEX Global, Expand North Star expos kick-off 

• Over 30 Bahraini 
companies participating

TDT | Manama

The GITEX Global and Ex-
pand North Star exhibitions 

began this week with the partic-
ipation of more than 32 micro, 
small, and medium-sized Bah-
raini technology companies, in 
addition to the participation of 
strategic partners, including the 
Economic Development Board, 
Export Bahrain, and ila Bank.

Bahrain’s pavilion includes 12 
Bahraini SME’s displaying their 
work at GITEX Global, which 
is considered the largest tech-
nology exhibition in the world. 
In addition, 20 emerging Bah-
raini startups participated at the 
Expand North Star exhibition, 
one of the largest global start-
up events hosted by the Dubai 
Chamber of Digital Economy 
as part of “GITEX Technology 
Week” events. This year, “GITEX 
Technology Week” is being held 

at a separate venue from GITEX 
Global for the first time, in order 
to welcome more global tech 
entrepreneurs.

For the ninth consecutive 
year, Tamkeen is proudly spon-
soring the Bahrain Pavilion, 
building on the remarkable 
achievements of Bahraini com-

panies in previous editions. 
In this year's edition, the ex-

hibition places particular em-
phasis on cutting-edge tech-
nological innovations focusing 
on artificial intelligence. It also 
explores contemporary areas 
such as the impact of sixth-gen-
eration (6G) networks, expan-

sive virtual business systems 
within metaverse technology, 
and more.

The GITEX Global exhibition 
will continue until Friday and 
will be held at the Dubai World 
Trade Center, while the "Ex-
pand North Star" exhibition will 
conclude on Wednesday.

World Investment Forum kicks 
off in Abu Dhabi
TDT | Abu Dhabi

The eighth edition of the 
World Investment Forum 

(WIF) kicked off in Abu Dhabi, 
with the participation of over 
7,000 investment stakeholders 
from 160 countries.

The forum brings together a 
distinguished group of leaders, 
heads of state, decision-mak-
ers, business leaders, senior 
executives of multinational 
companies, and represent-
atives of civil society from 
around the world, Emirates 
News Agency (WAM) reported.

The forum is organised by 
the UNCTAD Investment and 
Enterprise Division, with the 
support of the Ministry of 

Economy and the Abu Dhabi 
Department of Economic De-
velopment, the main partner.

This year's forum is focused 
on "Investing in Sustainable 
Development." Through its 
sessions and lectures, it ad-
dresses pressing issues such 
as food security, sustainable 
energy, health infrastructure, 
and the challenges and solu-
tions of global supply chains.

Britain and South Korea 
extend tariff-free trade
• Low or zero tariffs 
on bilateral trade of 
products with parts from 
the European Union

TDT | London

Britain and South Korea 
have agreed to extend 
a period of low or zero 

tariffs on bilateral trade of 
products with parts from the 
European Union, the British 
government said yesterday, in a 
boost for the car industry.

Without the two-year exten-
sion, British businesses would 
have faced high tariffs from Jan. 
1 on exports of products made 
using EU components, under 
so-called rules of origin, and 
on products shipped via the EU.

Any tariffs could have hurt 
businesses such as food and 
drink manufacturers and au-
tomakers, potentially leading 

to higher prices for products 
such as electric cars, Reuters 
reported.

The two sides will begin talks 
later this year on a new trade 
deal. Their current agreement 
was rolled over from Britain's 
membership of the EU.

Britain's minister for interna-
tional trade, Nigel Huddleston, 
said extending the tariff-free 
period would provide welcome 

certainty for businesses.
"This is fantastic news for UK 

businesses who can continue 
selling their fantastic goods 
with confidence to South Ko-
rea," Huddleston said.

South Korea is the sev-
enth-biggest export market 
for British-made cars and the 
third-largest supplier of new 
cars for Britain, meaning any 
new tariffs "would have been 

bad for both sides," said Mike 
Hawes, the head of the British 
car industry trade body.

"We look forward to the start 
of negotiations and swift con-
clusion of a modernised trade 
deal that delivers more benefits 
to our respective automotive 
sectors, in particular boosting 
trade in EVs and related tech-
nologies," Hawes, the Chief Ex-
ecutive of the Society of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders, 
said.

Representative picture

Stock markets rise, oil prices slide
AFP | London, United Kingdom

The main stock markets in 
Europe and the United 

States rose yesterday but oil 
prices fell as markets tracked 
the Israel-Hamas conflict.

Asian equity markets sank 
having caught up with losses in 
Europe and the United States on 
Friday as oil prices soared nearly 
six percent.

The safe haven dollar lost 
some strength on Monday.

Markets had taken fright on 
Friday at the possibility that 
a ground invasion by Israeli 
troops into northern Gaza, after 
a warning to  civilians to evacu-
ate, could spark a wider conflict.

"The worry was that the Isra-

el-Hamas War would escalate 
and potentially turn into a wider 
conflict over the weekend when 
the stock market was closed for 
trading," said Briefing.com ana-
lyst Patrick O'Hare.

"That did not happen, so there 

is a measure of relief this morn-
ing," he added.

This sense of relief also saw oil 
prices slide after reaching nearly 
one-week highs.

"The lack of further escalation 
over the weekend has helped 

to cap the gains thus far, while 
reports that the US is easing re-
strictions on Venezuelan oil is 
helping to limit the upside," said 
Robert Hewson, chief market 
analyst at CMC Markets.

Investors are also turning 
their attention to corporate 
earnings as companies begin to 
report third quarter results.

"The earnings season will be at 
full speed this week... (but) will 

likely remain under the shadow 
of mounting geopolitical ten-
sions in the Middle East," said 
Ipek Ozkardeskaya, senior ana-
lyst at Swissquote Bank.

Traders will be keeping a close 
eye on speeches this week by 
several Federal Reserve deci-
sion-makers, including boss Je-
rome Powell, hoping for some 
idea about their plans for inter-
est rates.

The talks come after a num-
ber of officials in recent weeks 
indicated they were happy to 
keep US borrowing costs on 
hold, soothing concerns about 
more tightening that some 
observers fear could flip the 
world's biggest economy into  
recession.

Key figures around 1530 GMT
New York - Dow:   1.1% at 34,052.15 points

London - FTSE 100:   0.4% at 7,630.63 (close)

Frankfurt - DAX:   0.3% at 15,237.99 (close)

Paris - CAC 40:   0.3% at 7,022.19 (close)

EURO STOXX 50:   0.3% at 4,149.86 (close)

Tokyo - Nikkei 225:   2.0% at 31,659.03 (close)

Hong Kong - Hang Seng Index:   1.0% at 17,640.36 (close)

Shanghai - Composite:   0.5% at 3,073.81 (close)

Brent North Sea crude:   0.6% at $90.31 per barrel

West Texas Intermediate:   0.3 at $87.40 per barrel

Former Bank of China chairman 
arrested for corruption
Beijing, China

The former chairman of the 
Bank of China has been 

formally arrested for suspect-
ed corruption, state media 
reported Monday, citing the 
country’s top prosecutor.

The state-owned bank said 
in February that Liu Lian’ge, 
62, had stepped down as chair-
man and been removed from 

his position as Communist Par-
ty chief.China’s top anti-cor-
ruption watchdog announced 
the following month that Liu 
was under investigation for 
alleged “severe violations of 
discipline and law”.

Since coming to power in 
2012, Chinese President Xi 
Jinping has waged a sweeping 
campaign on deep-seated offi-
cial corruption.

US pharmacy chain Rite Aid files for 
bankruptcy
New York, United States

US pharmacy chain Rite Aid 
filed for bankruptcy Sun-

day, the company said, after 
suffering declining sales and 
legal threats over its alleged 
involvement in the opioid  
crisis.

Rite Aid has one of the larg-
est pharmacy networks in 

the United States, with 2,100 
outlets selling medicines and 
health products as well as food 
and hygiene items.

The Philadelphia-based 
group said it had already 
reached agreements with sev-
eral major creditors to restruc-
ture its debt, according to a 
press release.

Participants during a photocall



THE TIME IS ALWAYS RIGHT TO DO 
WHAT IS RIGHT
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2023

1854 1907 1943 1973TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
French and British forc-
es bombard Sevastopol 
for the first time during 
the Crimean War

Guglielmo Marconi’s company begins 
the first commercial transatlantic wire-

less service between Glace Bay, Nova 
Scotia, Canada and Clifden, Ireland

Burma railway completed, 
built by Allied POWs and Asian 
laborers for use of the Japa-
nese army

OPEC oil ministers use oil as an economic 
weapon in the Arab-Israeli War, mandating 

a cut in exports and recommending an 
embargo against unfriendly states
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President Biden told 
you in English: ‘Don’t 

do it.’ I tell you in He-
brew: Be careful. We 
have gone to war. We will 
win. We will not stop un-
til victory.

@IsraeliPM

Lo o k i n g  f o r w a r d 
to addressing the 

Global Maritime India 
Summit 2023 at 10:30 AM 
tomorrow, 17th October, 
via video conferencing. 

@narendramodi

We need to bring 
o u r  e c o n o m i e s 

even closer together. And 
speed up the reforms 
needed for accession. We 
need to move forward, 
faster. Let’s seize the mo-
ment.

@vonderleyen

The @UN has stocks 
available of food, wa-

ter, medical supplies & 
fuel in Egypt, Jordan, the 
West Bank & Israel. They 
can be dispatched within 
hours. To ensure deliv-
ery, our staff need to be 
able to bring these sup-
plies into and throughout 
Gaza safely, and without 
impediment.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u The UN humanitarian 
chief Martin Griffiths said he would 
be heading to the Middle East today 
to try to help negotiate aid access to 
the Gaza Strip. Griffiths said he was 
hoping to hear some “good news” 
later Monday on aid access into the 
blockaded and besieged Palestinian 
enclave via the Rafah border crossing 
with Egypt. Israel said Monday there was 
no temporary truce to allow aid in or 
foreigners out of the Gaza Strip, as fears 
grew over the dire humanitarian situation 
faced by millions of Palestinians trapped in 
the heavily bombarded territory. “We need 
access for aid. We are in deep discussions with the Israelis, with the Egyptians and 
with others,” Griffiths said in a video statement, adding that the process had been 
“hugely helped” by US Secretary of State Antony Blinken’s visit to countries in the 
Middle East. “I shall be going myself tomorrow to the region to try to help in the 
negotiations, to try to bear witness and to express solidarity with the extraordinary 
courage of the many thousands of aid workers who have stayed the course,” he 
said. The United Nations emergency relief coordinator is expected in Cairo on 
Tuesday and his trip to the region, including Israel, will last for “several days”, a 
spokesman told AFP.

u Film of a gunman beheading a body and 
other victims being riddled with bullets in cars are 
among hundreds of hours of footage Israel says it has 
collected since Hamas attacks unleashed a devastating 
war. In one scene said to have been shot with a mobile 

phone, a gunman is seen hacking at the head of a dead 
victim with a garden tool in Beeri, a kibbutz community 
near the Gaza border where more than 100 people 
died. Others can be seen 
standing nearby, shouting 
encouragement. Shots are 

then fired into the body. The film shown by Hagari 
has been taken from the body cameras and mobile 
phones of some of the hundreds of Hamas fighters 
killed or taken prisoner, Hamas social media, as well 
as the phones of victims and emergency responders, 
military officials said.

u Iran on Monday said time was running short 
to reach a political solution in the Israel-Gaza conflict, 
warning of the “possibility of expanding the scope of 
war and conflict to other fronts”. During his phone call with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi warned of a “possibility of 
expanding the scope of war and conflict to other fronts”. “If this happens, it will be 
more difficult to control the situation,” Raisi said, according to state news agency 
IRNA. Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian meanwhile “stressed that 
time is running out for political solutions” to the conflict, according to a post on X.

Israel unveils 
images of Hamas 

attacks

Iran warns ‘time 
running out’ for 
political solution in 

Gaza war

UN humanitarian 
chief heading to 
Mideast for Gaza aid 

negotiations

Iran has repeatedly warned that a 
ground invasion of Gaza would be met 

with a response from other fronts, 
prompting fears of a wider conflict that 

could draw in other countries.
KNOW WHAT

Gaza strip occupation would 
be ‘big mistake’, says Biden

US President says to CBS news Hamas “don’t represent all Palestinian people”

• Price will be high, 
but we are going to 
win’: Israel defence 
minister to Blinken

AFP | Washington, United States

Any move by Israel to oc-
cupy the Gaza Strip again 
would be a “big mistake,” 

US President Joe Biden said in 
an interview released on Sunday, 
as Israeli troops prepared for a 
ground invasion.

Israel, seeking vengeance for 

an attack by Hamas on October 
7, has declared war on the group, 
launching a relentless bombing 
campaign and warning more than 
a million people in northern Gaza 
to move south ahead of the op-
eration.

Asked by CBS news programme 
60 Minutes if he would support 
any occupation of Gaza by the 
American ally, Biden replied: “I 
think it’d be a big mistake.”

Hamas “don’t represent all the 
Palestinian people,” he continued.

But invading and “taking out 
the extremists” is a “necessary 
requirement,” he added.

Israel has faced grave warn-

ings about the implications of 
putting boots on the ground in 
Gaza, with aid groups warning 
of a humanitarian disaster, fears 
of the conflict escalating, and the 
challenges of separating civilians 
in the impoverished, densely oc-
cupied territory.

Israel first occupied Gaza dur-
ing the 1967 Six-Day War, and it 
was only fully returned to Pales-
tinians in 2005.

A year later, Israel imposed 
an air, land and sea blockade on 
the 140 square mile (362 square 
kilometer) strip of land, which is 
also bordered by Egypt and the 
Mediterranean Sea.

In 2007 Israel tightened the 
blockade after Hamas took con-
trol of Gaza from the secular 
Fatah movement of Palestinian 
president Mahmud Abbas.

When asked if Hamas -- whom 
Biden described as “a bunch of 
cowards” -- must be eliminated 

entirely, he replied: “Yes I do.”
“But there needs to be a Pales-

tinian authority. There needs to 
be a path to a Palestinian state,” 
he continued, reiterating the 
long-standing US call for a two-
state solution.

60 Minutes journalist Scott Pel-

ley also asked Biden if he could 
foresee US troops joining the war.

“I don’t think that’s necessary,” 
Biden, who pulled US troops out 
of Afghanistan and has insist-
ed that none will be sent to aid 
Ukraine as it holds off a Russian 
invasion, replied.

“Israel has one of the finest 
fighting forces in the country. I 
guarantee we’re gonna provide 
them everything they need,” he 
said.The United States has al-
ready deployed two aircraft carri-
ers to the eastern Mediterranean 
in a powerful show of support 
for Israel.

Blinken says 
expelling Gazans 
‘non-starter’

AFP | Cairo, Egypt

US Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken has cate-

gorically rejected the idea 
floated of expelling Pales-
tinians from the Gaza Strip, 
saying they should be able 
to stay as Israel battles Ha-
mas.

“I’ve heard directly from 
Palestinian Authority Pres-
ident (Mahmud) Abbas and 
from virtually every other 
leader that I’ve talked to in 
the region that that idea is a 
nonstarter, and so we do not 
support it,” Blinken said in 
an interview in Cairo with 
the Saudi-owned Al-Arabi-
ya television network.

“We believe that people 
should be able to stay in 
Gaza, their home.   But we 
also want to make sure that 
they’re out of harm’s way 
and that they’re getting the 
assistance they need,” he 
said.

Israel’s former deputy 
foreign minister Daniel Ay-
alon has called for Egypt 
to cooperate and set up 
tent cities for Palestinians, 
saying there was “almost 
endless space” in Sinai, a 
vast desert region formerly 
occupied by Israel.

Egypt has rejected the 
idea and Blinken on his visit 
instead focused on ways to 
bring humanitarian aid into 
Gaza, the densely populated 
and impoverished enclave 
run by Hamas.

The ‘Rhapsody of the Seas’ cruise liner 
carrying US citizens leaves the Israeli 
port of Haifa

F/A-18C Hornets assigned to the Wildcats of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 
131 fly over the aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) 

 Israeli army Puma armoured personnel carrierss (APCs) move in a column near the Gaza border in southern Israel

24 hours for aid to enter Gaza 
before ‘catastrophe’: WHO
Cairo, Egypt

The Gaza Strip has only “24 
hours of water, electricity 

and fuel left”, the regional head 
of the United Nations’ World 
Health Organization said yes-
terday, as pressure mounts for 
assistance to arrive.

If aid is not allowed into the 
besieged territory, doctors will 
have to “prepare death certifi-
cates for their patients,” WHO 

regional director for the eastern 
Mediterranean, Ahmed al-Man-
dhari, said in an interview with 
AFP. Monday marked 10 days of 
relentless Israeli air strikes on 
targets in the Palestinian en-
clave,  in retaliation for an Oc-
tober 7 attack by Gaza-based 
Hamas who killed 1,400 people 
in southern Israel. Gaza is now 
barrelling towards “a real ca-
tastrophe”, Mandhari said.

Cairo summit on 
’Palestinian cause’ 
AFP | Cairo, Egypt

Leaders in Qatar and 
Kuwait received invita-

tions yesterday for a sum-
mit in Cairo to be held on 
Saturday to "discuss devel-
opments and the future of 
the Palestinian cause and 
the peace process". The 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
also announced Monday it 
would hold an extraordi-
nary meeting of its foreign 
ministers Tuesday, "to dis-
cuss developments of the 
situation in the Gaza Strip".

Ship evacuating US nationals leaves Israel for Cyprus
AFP | Haifa, Israel

A ship evacuating US nation-
als from Israel left for Cy-

prus from the Israeli port of 
Haifa yesterday, an AFP corre-
spondent reported.

The US embassy had on Sun-
day urged its “citizens and 
their immediate family mem-
bers with a valid travel docu-
ment” to depart from Haifa on  
Monday.

The cruise ship is expected to 
reach the southern port city of 
Limassol today morning, Cyp-

riot foreign ministry spokes-
person Theodoros Gotsis told 
local media.

Gotsis said although the sea 
route was organised for Ameri-

can citizens by the US embassy 
in Nicosia in cooperation with 
Cypriot authorities, there could 
be other foreign nationals on 
board.

It was not immediately clear 
how many passengers had 
boarded the ship at Haifa.

Cypriot government spokes-
person Konstantinos Letymbi-
otis said Monday that “Cyprus 
has received 26 requests from 
26 different countries to act 
as an evacuation hub, and the 
government is responding to 
the best of its ability”.

Israel military confirms 199 hostages abducted
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

The Israeli military yester-
day raised the figure to 199 

people confirmed to have been 
abduced by Hamas to the Gaza 
Strip in the militants' cross-bor-
der attacks which sparked a 
devastating war.

"We have updated the fam-
ilies of 199 hostages," military 
spokesman Daniel Hagari told 
a media briefing, revising up 
an earlier figure of 155 captives.

Israelis and foreigners are 
among those abducted in the 
Hamas assault on October 7.

"The efforts on the hostag-
es are a top national priority," 
Hagari said. "The army and Is-

rael are working around the 
clock to bring them back."

Actions of Hamas 'do not represent 
Palestinian people': Abbas
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Palestinian leader Mahmud Ab-
bas said Sunday that the poli-

cies and actions of Hamas "do not 
represent the Palestinian people", 
the news agency Wafa reported.

The Palestinian Liberation Or-
ganisations (PLO) was the only 
legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people, he added, dur-
ing talks with Venezuelan Presi-
dent Nicolas Maduro, Wafa added.

According to a Venezuelan For-
eign Ministry statement, Maduro 
and Abbas discussed "the terrible 

situation" in the Gaza Strip fol-
lowing "indiscriminate attacks" 
by Israel.

Maduro reaffirmed "Venezue-
la's unconditional support for the 
Palestinian cause and its Author-
ity", and offered 30 tonnes of hu-
manitarian aid "for the Palestinian 
people" to be sent in the next few 
days, according to the statement.

It added that both leaders 
agreed to "demand an immediate 
ceasefire and the establishment 
of a humanitarian assistance cor-
ridor" as well as the return to "in-
ternational legality".

China prepares for summit under shadow of war
AFP | Beijing, China

China began welcoming yes-
terday representatives of 

130 countries for a conference 
that will be overshadowed by 
the Israel-Hamas war, as an 
increasingly assertive Beijing 
is asked to help de-escalate the 
violence.

At the top of the invitation list 
to China’s Belt and Road Initia-
tive forum is Russia’s President 
Vladimir Putin, on his first trip 
to a major global power since 
the Ukraine invasion threw his 
regime into international iso-
lation.

Leaders have begun to pour 
into the Chinese capital for a 

gala event marking a decade of 
the BRI, a key project of Presi-
dent Xi Jinping to extend Chi-
na’s global reach.

China’s Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi condemned Israel’s 
actions for going “beyond the 
scope of self-defence” and 
called for it to “cease its collec-
tive punishment of the people 
of Gaza”.

“(Israel) should listen ear-
nestly to the calls of the inter-
national community... and cease 
its collective punishment of 
the people of Gaza,” Wang said 
Sunday, in China’s strongest 
response to the conflict so far.

UAE Supreme Council Member and 
Ruler of Ras Al Khaimah, Sheikh Saud 
bin Saqr Al Qasimi arrives at the 
Beijing Capital International Airport

A damaged UNRWA food aid warehouse and distribution center due to Israeli strikes 
in Tall al-Hawa neighbourhood in southern Gaza City 

Medics tend to a Palestinian child injured during Israeli air strikes in a 
hospital in Khan Yunis in the southern of Gaza Strip

A Palestinian man looks a building destroyed in an Israeli airstrike in the Rafah 
refugee camp in the southern of Gaza Strip

French footballer sorry for 'nervous 
laugh' during minute's silence
AFP | Lille, France

France international Jean-
Clair Todibo yesterday 

apologised for laughing during 
a minute's silence in memory 
of the victims of the Israel-Ha-
mas conflict and a murdered 
French teacher before a Euro 
2024 qualifier last week.

"I had a nervous laugh in re-
lation to this minute of silence 
but in no case did I make fun 
of the current situation," the 
23-year-old Nice defender told 
journalists.

Cameras caught Todibo 
laughing during the tribute, 
which took before France's 2-1 
win over the Netherlands in 
Amsterdam on Friday, to the 
victims of the conflict between 
Hamas and Israel.

The minute's silence also re-
membered a teacher killed last 
week in the northern French 
city of Arras in what the gov-
ernment called an Islamist ter-
ror attack.

Todibo, who is in the France 
team for Tuesday's friendly 
match against Scotland in Lil-
le, said he had never intended 
to offend.

"I wanted to express my-
self today in relation to the 
extent of the situation and the 
interpretation of the situation 
which is quite crazy," he said 
before France's press confer-
ence in Lille.

"The context was unusual, 
we were among rival fans who 
had made certain jokes and 

I had this nervous laugh that 
came out.

"I wanted to apologise to all 
the people who I could have 
offended, that's the least I can 
do. Let there be no mistake 
about that."

"I'm hurt because it taints 
the education that my mother 
gave me," he continued.

"Some said that I laughed 
during this minute of silence 
because I was making fun of 
the death of a teacher, you 
should know that my mother 
has worked in National Edu-
cation for 20 years and I have 
enormous respect for these 
people.

"This could have happened 
to my mother. It bothers me 
because it reflects an image 
which is not mine.

"I think I'm a boy with a very 
good education and with re-
spect for people."

Before Todibo's apology, the 
national ethics council of the 
French Football Federation 
had sent a letter to the player 
to ask him to explain himself, 
reserving the right to refer the 
matter to the FFF disciplinary 
committee.

Jean-Clair Todibo



Taylor Swift conquers N.America box office with concert film
AFP | Los Angeles

After her sold-out stadium 
tour, pop superstar Taylor 

Swift filled movie theaters with 
screaming fans as her concert film 
took in an estimated $96 million 
in its opening weekend in North 
America, smashing records in the 
category.

“This is a sensational domestic 
opening,” said analyst David A. 
Gross of Franchise Entertainment 
Research.

While ticket sales for “Taylor 
Swift: The Eras Tour” -- which fea-
tures scenes from three concerts 

-- were below some estimates for 
the Friday-through-Sunday peri-
od, they were still “giant numbers” 
that dwarfed other concert films, 
Gross said.

Up to now, he noted, the biggest 
domestic concert films were 2011’s 
“Justin Bieber: Never Say Never,” 
which finished its run with total 
earnings of $73 million, and 2009’s 
“Michael Jackson’s This Is It,” at 
$72.1 million.

Swift surpassed those titles in 
three days, making this the big-
gest box office weekend since this 
summer’s simultaneous releases of 
“Barbie” and “Oppenheimer.”

The movie, produced with un-
usual speed, was released with 
some special Swiftian touches. 
AMC Theaters, which is distribut-
ing it, broke with standard prac-
tice and encouraged filmgoers to 
dance, sing, whip out cell phones 
and generally act like they were at 
a real concert, making for what one 
critic called a “delirious, dizzying 
celebration of Swift-mania.”

Far, far, far behind in second 
place for the weekend was Blum-
house and Universal’s scary sequel 
“Exorcist: Believer,” with estimat-
ed ticket sales of $11 million, indus-
try watcher Exhibitor Relations 

reported. Leslie Odom Jr. and Ann 
Dowd star in the horror flick, 50 
years after the 1973 original.

In third was Paramount’s fami-
ly-friendly animation “Paw Patrol: 
The Mighty Movie,” at $7 million. 
The Paw pups are voiced by Taraji 
P. Henson, Chris Rock, Serena Wil-
liams and McKenna Grace.

Fourth place went to Lionsgate’s 
blood-soaked “Saw X,” with $5.7 

million in ticket sales. 
The latest in the “Saw” 
series, with Tobin Bell 
as the frightening Jig-
saw, has received posi-
tive reviews.

And in fifth was 20th 
Century’s sci-fi film 
“The Creator,” at $4.3 
million. It has John 
David Washington, 
Gemma Chan,  Ken 
Watanabe and Alli-
son Janney fight-
ing a war against  
artificial intelli-
gence.

Pete Davidson wants to 
find mom a boyfriend
Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Pete Davidson wants to find 
his mom a boyfriend.
The 29-year-old comedian 
- whose firefighter father 

Scott tragically lost his 
life during the 9/11 ter-
rorist attack in New 
York - is returning 

to ‘Saturday Night 
Live’ to host the 

show at the 
w e e k e n d , 
a n d  h e ’ s 
b r i n g i n g 
his mother 
Amy with 
him in the 
h o p e  o f 
finding her 
a date.

Speaking 
on ‘The To-
night Show 
S t a r r i n g 
Jimmy Fal-
lon’, he said: 
“She’s  very 

excited. She actually has been 
on the show almost as many 
times as I have! Like, she’s al-
ways ready to go up.

“And I’m really excited, just 
because, like, I’m trying to find 
my mom someone to date.

“She hasn’t been with any-
body in like 23 years. So, like, 
yeah! And she’s a good catch.”

He then jokingly added: 
“And it’s like, you know, brand 
new down there so...”

Pete went on to explain he 
was “trying to find someone 
nice” for his mom, both to 
make her happy to and to help 
him out.

He quipped: “I really just 
want someone to take care 
of her, and to get her off my 
hands.”

Pete left ‘SNL’ as a series reg-
ular towards the end of season 
47 and he’s hopeful his host-
ing gig finally happens after 
having previous appearances 
cancelled due to reasons out-
side of his control.
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Across
1- Ticks off; 5- Addict; 9- Mil. officers; 12- Shrivelled, without moisture; 13- Party; 15- Wom-
an’s dress; 16- Not pro; 17- Brawny; 18- Horne solo; 19- Potemkin setting; 21- Young bird; 
23- Aromatic herb; 25- Churn; 26- Former nuclear agcy.; 29- Yarn spinner; 31- Rough shelter; 
35- Cold call?; 36- None of the above; 38- Scoff; 39- It’s got you covered; 41- Red fluorescent 
dye; 43- Cab; 44- With respect to; 46- Duck with soft down; 48- Chinese “way”; 49- Like 
grams and liters; 51- Verne captain; 52- Nine-digit ID; 53- Repeat; 55- Enervates; 57- Blue 
gem; 61- Shaped like the Big Top; 65- Neighborhood; 66- Keep an ___ the ground; 68- “Judith” 
composer; 69- Chilly powder?; 70- Deluge; 71- Lock openers; 72- Part of the Holy Trinity; 
73- Mother Hubbard’s quest; 74- Morales of “NYPD Blue”;

Down
1- Golfer Aoki; 2- Tear apart; 3- Art Deco artist; 4- Quake; 5- Resident of a city; 6- Catch on; 
7- Uniform; 8- Allude; 9- Actress Singer; 10- One of a matching pair; 11- Hitch; 14- Disinfectant 
brand; 15- Chivalrous; 20- Silage storage tower; 22- Connections; 24- Lake in the Sierra 
Nevada; 26- President Garfield’s middle name; 27- Uneven; 28- Lara of “Tomb Raider”; 30- 
Gum; 32- ___-foot oil; 33- State not to “mess with”; 34- The Hunter; 37- Travels on; 40- Cat’s 
front foot; 42- Roundworm; 45- Loaded; 47- Weapon in Clue; 50- Tribe ruler; 54- Toothbrush 
brand; 56- Plumber’s tool; 57- Lip; 58- The Ponte Vecchio crosses it; 59- Lowly worker; 60- 
Switch back?; 62- Very, in Versailles; 63- “Only Time” singer; 64- Lucie’s father; 67- Bunch;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 

After health scare, Madonna launches tour 
celebrating 40 years as ‘Queen of Pop’
AFP | Los Angeles

Three-and-a-half months 
after she was hospitalised 

with a bacterial infection that 
forced the cancellation of her 
40th anniversary “Celebration” 
tour, Madonna returns on Satur-
day with the start of a 78-date 
tour.

At 65, the singer looks set 
to put her health woes behind 
her with a six-month-long tour 
of Europe and North America 
starting at London’s 02 Arena.

The tour will also take in the 
Accor Arena in Paris on Novem-
ber 12, 13, 19 and 20 and the Bell 
Center in Montreal on January 
18 and 20, before winding up at 
the Palacio de los Deportes in 
Mexico on April 24.

The show promises to be a 
“documentary through her vast 
career” drawing on archive 
footage and studio recordings 
from the four decades since her 
breakthrough single “Holiday” 

in 1983, accord-
ing to her mu-
sical director 
Stuart Price.

“A great-
e s t  h i t 
d o e s n ’ t 
have to be a 
song. It can 
be a ward-
robe,  i t  can 
be a video, or a 
statement,” Price 
told the BBC in an in-
terview.

Madonna spent several days 
in intensive care in New York 
after being found unconscious 
in her New York apartment in 
June.

But the singer was back and 
fighting fit after her health 
scare, Price said.

“The person that is going to 
take the stage looks incredible, 
sounds incredible, performs in-
credible,” he said.

The star’s hos-
pital stay meant 

that the North 
American leg 
of the tour -- 

orig-
inal-
ly due 
to be-
g i n  o n 
July 15 in 
Vancouver -- 
had to be resched-
uled with the European leg 
opening as planned on Saturday.

“My first thought when I 
woke up in the hospital was my 
children,” Madonna said in July 

in a social media post. “My sec-
ond thought was that I did not 
want to disappoint anyone who 
bought tickets for my tour.

“My focus now is my health 
and getting stronger and I as-

sure you, I’ll be back with you 
as soon as I can!” she added.

The Grammy-winning 
icon behind classics 
including “Like 
A Virgin” and 
“Ma t e r i a l 
Girl” has 
a s s e r t e d 
incalcula-

ble influ-
ence as one 

of music’s top 
stars.

Her decades-long 
career, which has also 
taken in acting, film 
directing and business 
ventures, has made her 
one of the wealthiest art-
ists on the planet.

Fatherhood is awesome, says Daniel Radcliffe
Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Daniel Radcliffe’s experi-
ence of fatherhood has 

been “awesome”.
The 34-year-old actor and 

his partner Erin Darke 
welcomed their son 
earlier this year, and 
Daniel admits that 
he’s relished the 
challenge.

Speaking about 
his baby boy, Dan-
iel told E! News: 
“He’s great, it ’s 
amazing.

“There’s a short answer and 
a long answer to that. And the 
short answer is it’s awesome 
and he’s the best thing that’s 
ever happened.”

On the other hand, Daniel 
also acknowledged that par-
enthood can be “intimidating”.

The London-born star said: 
“It’s frankly terrifying to have a 
human being in the world that I 
care this much about, and that 
everything he does is going to 
affect how I feel about my life 
for the rest of my life. So, you 
know, that’s intimidating.”

Daniel’s lifestyle has changed 
markedly since he became a 
father for the first time.

He shared: “There’s no rela-
tion to what we need for sleep.

“The less I sleep, the more I 
sleep at night. But the less they 
sleep, the less they sleep! And 
the more they sleep, the better 
they sleep! It makes no sense, 
but it is apparently how they 
work.”

Daniel and Erin, 39, met for 
the first time on the set of ‘Kill 
Your Darlings’, the 2013 bio-
graphical drama film.

Paris Hilton reveals her family plans
Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Paris Hilton would love to 
have a baby girl.

The 42-year-old star already 
has son Phoenix, eight months, 
with her husband Carter 

Reum, and Paris has now 
revealed that she’d love to 
have a daughter, too.

The blonde beauty told 
E! News: “I can’t wait to 
have my own little prin-
cess one day and that’s 
something that we talk 
about and think about 

all the time.”
Paris loves the challenge of mother-

hood.
The reality star also revealed that she’s 

“never felt so happy”.
Paris - who married Carter in 2021 - 

shared: “It’s been such a special time.
“My little baby boy is my world 

and he’s made my life feel so com-
plete. My husband is just the sweet-
est, kindest, most loyal and loving 
partner - just my everything.

“It’s been amazing being a 
mom, being a wife and this new 
phase of my life. I just never felt 
so happy.”

Madonna’s 
hospital stay 

meant that the 
North American leg 

of the tour -- originally 
due to begin on July 15 
in Vancouver -- had to 
be rescheduled with 

the European leg 
opening as 

planned

Daniel RadcliffeParis Hilton

Pete Davidson

Taylor Swift

The movie, produced 
with unusual speed, was 
released with some spe-

cial Swiftian touches
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VACANCIES
AVAILABLE

Call us on +973 36458394
email : advt@newsofbahrain.comClassifieds

SIMS CITY CO.W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17259458 or 
ADELABDULLA23@GMAIL.COM
GSPU Chartered Accountants Vocational 
Partnership Company has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17008944 or 
PRINCEGSPU@GMAIL.COM
AL GANNAS CONTRACTING & TRADING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SCAFFOLDER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39988578 or AL.GANAS2003@
HOTMAIL.COM
ABN AL NAFIS PALACE TAILORING - 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66664123 or DEEPUMILAN4123@GMAIL.COM
AWAL DAIRY COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of QUALITY INSPECTOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17598598 or sreekanth@awaldairy.com
LION SPEED AUTO SPARE PARTS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33571198 or 
FADLB601@GMAIL.COM
STAR MANPOWER SUPPLY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17000585 or 
HRSUPPORT@ALSHAMMARYGROUP.COM
DAR AL KAWTHAR OTHER EDUCATION 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39363590 or 
SAWARI.BAH@GMAIL.COM
COMSIP AL A ALI W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17773006 or AURELIEN.
CHAUSSY@VINCI-ENERGIES.COM
Hamala garage has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33172883 or 
MOHAMMAD509SHOKAT@GMAIL.COM
EXXON FACILITIES CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34365450 or 
SHA_MIM@HOTMAIL.COM
Bahrain Electromechanical Services Co. 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRAFTSMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39940152 or BEMCO@BATELCO.
COM.BH
GALGACHA RC JEWELLERY DESIGN W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36812284 or KESTOGHOSH14@GMAIL.COM
ARCAL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ALUMINIUM TECHNICIAN (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17701900 or hrd@arcal.biz
SECCO BY COFFEA W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39921727 or 
MUSLIMCOOL@GMAIL.COM
JAI KODIYAR FOR GENERAL TRADING 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17231818 or ALI@L-FAWZ.COM
TECHNO PAK  CONTRACTING CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39245981 or ZAHEERABBAS1283@GMAIL.COM
TANDOORI CHAI CAFETERIA has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(JUICE & 
SANDWICHES), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33311247 or AMIR.ALNIAZI@
GMAIL.COM
MAYFAIR MARKETING & PROMOTIONS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MARKETING EXECUTIVE, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36594059 or 
NIGELCOELHO2708@GMAIL.COM
SPECTRUM MEDICAL CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38389508
SEVEN HILLS SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39697979 or 
HASSAN800@GMAIL.COM
GREEN STAR ISRAR GARAGE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33645871 or 
RAKHA813@GMAIL.COM
SUBJECT LEO  CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39199881 or 
LUCKYBSSA68338@GMAIL.COM
SMART KITCHEN CAFETERIA W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34333118 or 
SHEEJAKANNAN786@GMAIL.COM

TUBLI SALON has a vacancy for the occupation 
of BARBER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39718811 or MATERAZZI85@HOTMIL.
COM
M K A MECHANICAL CONTRACTS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39611612 or MKA.MC.BAH@GMAIL.COM
AL KOOHEJI ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 
& CONSTRUCTION WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17701711 or lmra@kecc.me
GUARDUS SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17400407 or HRD@ALMOAYYEDCG.COM
OBRAS CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39133302 or OBRAS.
CMS3@GMAIL.COM
RUBIX CUBE TOYS GALLERY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38875584 or RUBIXCUBE.BH@GMAIL.COM
ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C CLOSED has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MASON, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17551111 or 
VIJESH.NAIR@HAJIHASSAN.COM
ALSAATI CONTRACTING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17256580 or KHULOOD.
ALSAATI@HOTMAIL.COM
AL MOHAMMEDIA AUTO-UPHOLSTERY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33371333 or S.JBREEL1981@GMAIL.
COM
EXPOSURE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PHOTOGRAPHER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39393639 or 
F_ALMANNAI@HOTMAIL.COM
BANNU WAZIRISTAN CONSULTANCY CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34540232 or SHEHARYARMNS123@
GMAIL.COM
CHANDELIYA INTERNATIONAL W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY VEHICLE 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39281289 or FATTARAM@GMAIL.COM
SHEHARYAR ALI SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34569303 or VISTAWORLDBH@GMAIL.COM
GOLDEN PRIVILEGES PUBLICITY AND 
ADVERTISING has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33079694 or ABUFHD20008@GMAIL.
COM
ABN AL NAFIS PALACE TAILORING - 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66664123 or 
DEEPUMILAN4123@GMAIL.COM
ZUHAN SCRAP TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33221685 or 
FAMEBUSINESSSERVICE@GMAIL.COM
542 COLD STORE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33770062 or YALSLAIS@
GMAIL.COM
NEW EASTERN TRADING ZONE W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32369690 or JAYAN@HAMCOARABIA.COM
RAK BUSINESS SUPPORT & VISITOR 
ASSISTANCE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33715781 or RAKBS.
BH@GMAIL.COM
BIN FAQEEH 1 W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PHOTOGRAPHER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39006460 or 
AAYFAN@BINFAQEEH.COM
MAQBOOL GOLD DESIGNING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38709116 or 
IRFANTUFAIL093@GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN COFFEE BREWERS COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of COFFEE SERVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17111722 or ANEESH@
FOODVESTHOLDING.COM
AL KOOHEJI ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 
& CONSTRUCTION WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17701711 or lmra@kecc.me
SHARP BRAIN SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35411081 or 
SHININGWAYS123@GMAIL.COM
DOT WOULD CLEANING AND PEST 

CONTROL CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33714498 or 
SR5286764@GMAIL.COM
NADEEM SIAL SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39202314 or 
APURBODE333@GMAIL.COM
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36509129 or info@magicshinebh.com
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17400407 or 
proffice@almoayyedcg.com
AL LEEWAN CONTINENTAL CAFE & 
RESTAURANT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COFFEE SERVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36805580 or 
AHMED_QASSIM@OUTLOOK.COM
RIZWZAN INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37409740 or AMANPRINCE80@GMAIL.COM
A - KARIM ALJAHROMI CONTRACTING 
COMPANY WLL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRIVER/OPERATOR(EARTH 
DRILLING MACHINE), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17831000 or AKJCONT@
BATELCO.COM.BH
COMSIP AL A ALI W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17773006 or AURELIEN.
CHAUSSY@VINCI-ENERGIES.COM
ABDULNABI ALI HASAN BUHASAN has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39977664 or 
POWERCARGO9@GMAIL.COM
ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C CLOSED has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17551111 or VIJESH.NAIR@HAJIHASSAN.
COM
AMERICAN MISSION HOSPITAL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SPECIALISED 
DOCTOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17177711 or CATHERINE@AMH.ORG.BH
HASAN ALI MADAN ALTAIF has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39668869 or 
HASANALIMADAN@HOTMAIL.COM
BURJ YOUSIF FURNITURE W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36993717 or 
MUNIRB23@HOTMAIL.COM
JAMEELA STOR has a vacancy for the 
occupation of RETAIL TRADE SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17255266 or J2000@BATELCO.COM.BH
ARCAL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ALUMINIUM TECHNICIAN (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17701900 or hrd@arcal.biz
ABUOBAID CONTRACTING & TRADING 
GROUP has a vacancy for the occupation of 
STOREKEEPER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36552200 or abuobaidgroup@
gmail.com
Regency hotel has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ASSISTANT MANAGER (CREDIT ADMIN 
UNIT), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17227777 or MOHAMMED.SANAD@IHG.COM
BAHRAIN BURGER COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SERVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17722171 or 
MAIL@FOODVESTHOLDING.COM
Hardee;s has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SERVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17262998 or SSALEH@AMERICANA.BH
ALAHLAM TECHNICAL & CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICES has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MASON, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17785335 or HAMED_996@HOTMAIL.
COM
MAJEDA FASHIONS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33916400 or 
AMEEN2266@GMAIL.COM
Swiss Belresidences Juffair W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17292760 or MOHD@HHLARI.COM
MASKATI COMMERCIAL SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MACHINE 
OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17732000 or ADEL@MASKATIGROUP.
COM
ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C CLOSED has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17551111 or VIJESH.NAIR@HAJIHASSAN.
COM
MOHAMED SALAHUDDIN CONSULTING 
ENGINEERING BUREAU W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PROJECTS 

COORDINATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17216777 or aizel@MSCEB.COM
MANNAI PROPERTIES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of RECEPTIONIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17729935 or 
mohammed@panoramabh.com
AWAL READY MIX CONCRETE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17700077 or 
aheed_m2@hotmail.com
MIST FLOWERS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FLORIST/FLOWER SETTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39603690 or LAYLAKHALIFA@GMAIL.COM
INTERNATIONAL MARKETING COMPANY 
W.L.L CLEANTEC has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36636640 or 
HANANKHALAF84@GMAIL.COM
BADER MAINTENANCE & CONSTRUCTION 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SERVICEMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17300455 or FARIDA.BADER@GMAIL.
COM
BINWAR CAFE has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SUPERVISOR(DINING HALL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17736686 or 
AKHAJA@NOGA.GOV.BH
ALAWAFI MARKETS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALES MANAGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17294881 or 
dhiyaa69@yahoo.com
EBRAHIM ALI HASAN BUTI / AFRITAH - 
4533 has a vacancy for the occupation of 
FISHERMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39803236 or EBRAHIMALIBUTI@
GMAIL.COM
CERAMICA DELMON CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17608207 or 
md.delmon@GMAIL.COM
TOP MOST TAILORING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39664118 or 
HASANABDULAZIZ1163@GMAIL.COM
PORTS & OFFSHOR SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SHIPS MASTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39603308 or 
JABER@SULAITIMARINE.COM
DURRAT AL MUHARRAQ CLEANING 
&MAINTENANCE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33335558 or bucheeri5@
gmail.com
ALGASSAB CONSTRUCTION & TRADING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TRENCHER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39669917 or oommenzo@gmail.com
IZZ TEA CAFATEREA has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CASHIER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39696411 or 
abuhassans600@gmail.com
TEBODIN MIDDLE EAST LIMITED has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CONSULTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17700544 or TEBODIN@BATELCO.COM.BH
ARCAL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ALUMINIUM TECHNICIAN (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17701900 or hrd@arcal.biz
Aflag Coil W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WELDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17293388 or hr1@
gulfstarbh.com
QUALITY WIRE PRODUCTS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WELDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17874000 or 
Admin@qualitywire.com.bh
MTM CAFETERIA W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17334317 or 
REALDCBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
FOOD INNOVATION CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of FOOD SERVICE 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 77660137 or HR.FOODINNOVATION@
FAKHRO.COM
BAHZAD ELECTRICAL & CONSTRUCTION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17700333 or BEHZADCO@BATELCO.
COM.BH
MOHD AKTHAR CONSTRUCTION CO 
PARTNERSHIP has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34185885 or MOHDAKTHAR2017@
GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN GUARDING SOLUTIONS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37722884 or GOVERNMENT@mre.co
FAIR CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of GENERAL MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17741040 or SALECARPET@GMAIL.COM
ARCAL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 

of ALUMINIUM TECHNICIAN (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17701900 or hrd@arcal.biz
BINSHIYA CAFETERIA AND SAMBOSA 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(FALAFEL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35056517 or SALMAN_
BUHSAYEN@HOTMAIL.COM
ALMOAYYED CLEANING & MAINTENANCE 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39770606 or proffice@almoayyedcg.
com
Miracle Land Contractor has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39696047 or 
SERVICES@MIRACLEGROUPS.COM
NESTO SUPERMARKET & DEPARTMENT 
STORE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39151200 or 
WESTERNBAHRAIN2021@GMAIL.COM
ALZAIN KELLA CAFETERIA has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39196231 or 
FASILUKANOTH@GMAIL.COM
TEAM CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39289289 or teamco98@
gmail.com
AL KOOHEJI ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 
& CONSTRUCTION WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17701711 or lmra@kecc.me
GIR LINING W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33054436 or FATIMA@
GIR-GROUP.COM
ASIAN FLAVOURS RESTAURANTS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17253030 or MOTOROX17@GMAIL.COM
CITY TRAVEL  FOR TRAVEL AND TOURISM 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36607776 or ABC51854@GMAIL.COM
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOPMENT 
CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SUPERVISOR ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17226618 or ACKR007@
GMAIL.COM
ARABIAN INTERNATIONAL SERVICES 
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DIESEL MECHANIC, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39677780 or 
AWALSERV@BATELCO.COM.BH
DALO CUE BULIARD AND SNOOKER has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17778032 or 
PSAQER@GMAIL.COM
BOKHOWA CONTRACTING & TRADING 
GROUP W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17255980 or ADEEBALI@
BOKHOWAGROUP.COM
SIGNATURE HOTEL (FOUR SEASONS 
BAHRAIN BAY) COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17115000 or EHAB.ZAINUDDIN@
KEYPOINT.ME
MINDS UNITED PC has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COMPUTER SYSTEMS 
ADMINISTRATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36360904 or JALAL3155@GMAIL.
COM
BANG BURGER has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17532051 or HR@
WELLFLOWGULF.COM
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MECHANICAL 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17830801 or HR@RAMSIS.COM.BH
ALDOY CONTRACTINGS & EXCAVATIONS 
has a vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33990991 or MDASALDOY@GMAIL.
COM
EBRAHIM HAMAD ALTHAWADI TRADING 
& CONT. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of STEEL FABRICATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17274404 or 
deepupatheepparampil@gmail.com
ALFADHUL AUTO ELECTRICAL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39458574 or 
alfadhulservices@gmail.com
KALAAM TELECOM BAHRAIN B.S.C (C) has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER 
(MARKETING), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36068609 or A.SANAD@KALAAM-
TELECOM.COM
GCS W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 

contact 37722884 or government@mre.co
FOOD INNOVATION CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of FOOD SERVICE 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 77660137 or HR.FOODINNOVATION@
FAKHRO.COM
WAYFINDER BUSINESS SUPPORT 
SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38885969 or WESERVE.
BH@GMAIL.COM
METEX GLOBAL SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33310257 or 
AFRIDI302@GMAIL.COM
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36509129 or info@magicshinebh.com
FAKER MALIK TECHNOLOGY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17250415 or 
fakhermalik@yahoo.com
GULF SEA SWEETS CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CONFECTIONER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39854228 or 
mkdamu62@hotmail.com
TAFCO BUILDING CONSTRUCTION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33502933 or naveel.shahzadbh@gmail.com
BAHRAIN GUARDING SOLUTIONS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37722884 or GOVERNMENT@mre.co
PARVEEN AKHTAR CONSTRUCTION W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32229308 or irfan@relevantech.net
JABERI WOODEN FACTORIES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39452896 or hr.jwf@jaberigroup.com
KRISPY KREME W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SERVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17262998 or SSALEH@
AMERCIANA.BH
COMSIP AL A ALI W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17773006 or AURELIEN.
CHAUSSY@VINCI-ENERGIES.COM
ERECTED INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34342810 or BAHRAINTRAVEL67@GMAIL.
COM
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17268111 or 
HRD1@macbh.com
KINGDOM ASPHALT COMPANY W L L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17466776 or ABDULLA@KINGDOM.BH
MOHAMED JALAL CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MASON, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17536956 or RASHID_BUALI@JALAL.COM
ORLA RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SERVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38883282 or YK@
ORLARESTAURANT.COM
GCS W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SERVICES HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37722884 or 
government@mre.co
Freedom cargo services has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39860760 or 
CRS68882@HOTMAIL.COM
ABU NABEEL CONTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35171912 or 
public2016@hotmail.com
SEA SIDE GATE RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36670001 or 
A.SHEHABI.68@GMAIL.COM
ADWAR CONTRACTING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MASON(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77070796 or 
adwarcon@hotmail.com
Hyundai heavy industries co. ltd - foreign 
branch has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TRAINER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36023039 or HYSHIN20@HHI.CO.KR
WEATHERFORD DRILLING INTERNATIONAL 
BAHRAIN W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WELL-DRILLING TECHNICIAN 
(OIL & GAS), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17716109 or larry.connor@
me.weatherford.com
KARAM ALSAMA RESTAURANT has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17332808 or 
BOADOL81@GMAIL.COM



Zverev exits Japan Open 
after ‘horrible’ first round
AFP | Tokyo

Number three seed Al-
exander Zverev said he 

“played horrible” after crash-
ing out in the first round of the 
Japan Open yesterday, losing 
to world number 60 Jordan 
Thompson.

Germany’s Zverev, ranked 
ninth in the world, lost 6-3, 
6-4 in Tokyo, one week after 
falling at the first hurdle at the 
Shanghai Masters.

Zverev, who won the Cheng-
du Open in China last month, 
said there was “nothing that 
I did well” after having his 
serve broken three times by 
Thompson.

“Today, I played horrible,” 
said Zverev.

“He played quite good, he 
served quite good but it’s just 
a very, very bad match for me. 
I don’t know what to say.”

Zverev had said that illness 
contributed to his loss to Ro-

man Safiullin in Shanghai, 
but Thompson had “made it 
tricky” for him.

The Australian lost  in 
straight sets to Novak Djok-
ovic at this year’s Wimbledon 
but did not back down against 
Zverev.

“I haven’t done anywhere 
near as much as he has but 
when I get on the court with 
these guys, I’ve got to believe 
that I can beat them,” said the 
29-year-old.

“If you don’t believe it, you 
may as well not be out here, 
so I’m just really enjoying the 
challenge.”

Alexander Zverev
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RADIANCE TOWER CONSTRUCTION has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39667687 or FREE.ALHAMMAD@GMAIL.COM
INTERTEK INDUSTRY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of INSPECTOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36649444 or 
fatima.hubail@intertek.com
SANAD GATE BOUTIQUE AND TAILORING 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33330363 or ZOWAIREHISA@YAHOO.COM
SANA REPAIRING AND MAINTENANCE OF 
SHIPS has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39262606 or info@sanarep.com
MINACOM BICYCLE SPARE PARTS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39338189 or 
jehad.anc313@hotmail.com
Hydrapro For Trading & Services Co.W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33623723 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
WALD AL ZINJ GARAGE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MECHANIC, suitably qualified 

applicants can contact 36700151 or WALD.
ALZENJCO@GMAIL.COM
AL BUTI Contracting &DOCUMENTS 
CLEARANCE has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39944373 or AHMED_70_70@LIVE.COM
BEST TIME FOR BIRIYANI RESTAURANT 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17250069 or ABOSOOK32@HOTMAIL.COM
THE CEYLON AVENUE -ROCHELE SALE 
- TRADE OF FOOD & BEVERAGES has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39246644 or SHERINSSD@YAHOO.COM
FRESH AIR ELECTRICAL WORKSHOP 
REPAIR OF REFRIGERATORS & AIR COND 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33240114 or ALIALALLALI90@GMAIL.COM
MOHAMED JALAL CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MASON, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17536956 or RASHID_BUALI@JALAL.COM
SKIM INTERNATIONAL BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38464096 or 

ahmadmaqsood866@GMAIL.COM
RANGOLI SWETS & SNAKS W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17271120 or RANGOLISWEETS.
BH@GMAIL.COM
ALDANA HOLDINGS CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34600553 or 
MOHD.AL3MMARI@GMAIL.COM
MOHAMED JALAL CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MASON, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17536956 or RASHID_BUALI@JALAL.COM
Pure Aqua Trading W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17007575 or INFO@
PUREAQUABH.COM
BANGLA   TEXTILES AND GARMENTS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33560520 or 
MOOONSEE1@GMAIL.COM
ZEESHAN ARSHAD ELECTRONICS  W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35909296 or ZEE.SHANI4422@GMAIL.COM
SAPPHIRE INDUSTRIES COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WELDER, 

suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38383956 or LAICY@SAPPHIREBH.COM
AL RAHA ISLAND SALOON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33881889 or 
JAFFERALASFOOR77@GMAIL.COM
MOGA MANAGEMENT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33161222 or 
SARBJEET2003@YAHOO.COM
LAYERS COLLECTION has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34448172 or A.S.K.523@
HOTMAIL.COM
Blue Cross for Pet Grooming and Pet 
food Sale activities W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of GROOM, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38271503 or 
DRNIMISHAKN@GMAIL.COM
Almufeed Electrical Services Co. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17677784 or 
almufeedelectricalwll@gmail.com
DIAMOND PROFESSIONAL CONTRACTING 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36171202 or info@diapro.com
SANTY EXCAVATION AND CONSTRUCTION 

COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17401013 or hrteam@
santyconstruction.com
WISAL AUTO VEHICLE PARTS BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33145038 or 
WISALGULBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
ARIZ RESTAURANTS COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CASHIER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33783358 or 
surmasyl16@gmail.com
Epsilon Infotech W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COMPUTER TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34411764 or ADMIN@EPSILONME.COM
ELLIE BROKERAGE CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37903487 or 
ELLIEBSERVICES@GMAIL.COM
Dr Engine Garage has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33391113 or ALORI523@
GMAIL.COM
DOSOR CARPENTRY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CARPENTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33110969 or ADEL_

HIJI@HOTMAIL.COM
TECHNO PAK  CONTRACTING CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39245981 or ZAHEERABBAS1283@GMAIL.
COM
AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17737000 or 
h.s.m1111@gmail.com
LULLYA SWEET KARAK BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35109004 or 
RAFIBH1233@GMAIL.COM
MUKHTAR AHMED LAUNDRY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36045028 or 
MUKHTARSUNDHU280@GMAIL.COM
D C C CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38034082 or SIVAWIN@
HOTMAIL.COM
SUBHAMITA GOLD SMITHS WORKSHOP 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33326679 or SANDIPMAITY121@
GMAIL.COM
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BRAVE CF adds two huge events to historic 
International Combat Week at Khalifa Sports City
TDT | Manama

The most global MMA organ-
isation in the world, born in 

the Kingdom of Bahrain, is go-
ing all out to end the legendary 
2023 with a blast. 

After announcing shows in 
Spain, Indonesia, and Brazil, 
Bahrain’s own BRAVE Com-
bat Federation has added two 
shows to the third edition of the 
BRAVE International Combat 
Week (BICW) this year alone.

BRAVE CF 77 and BRAVE CF 
79 will take place December 5 
and December 8, respectively, 
sandwiched in between will be 
BRAVE CF 78, which takes place 
in Fortaleza, Brazil, on Decem-
ber 7. 

They are going to be followed 
by BRAVE CF 80, the final event 
of the year, and the main attrac-
tion of the BRAVE International 
Combat Week.

The biggest combat sports 
festival in the world, the BICW 

has travelled the world this year, 
being hosted for the first time in 
Europe (in Serbia) and South 
America (in Colombia).

Now the BRAVE Internation-
al Combat Week returns home 
to the Kingdom of Bahrain for 
three professional BRAVE CF 

events, as well as the IMMAF 
Asian Championships, hosted 
in association with the AMMAF 
(Asian MMA Federation) and 
the IMMAF (International MMA 
Federation).

2023 has been a record-break-
ing year for BRAVE Combat 
Federation, with the company 
hosting its first editions of the 
BICW outside of Bahrain, as well 
as becoming the only MMA or-
ganization in the industry to be 
hosted in 29 countries – a num-
ber that will be increased to 30 
when BRAVE CF lands in Spain 
for the first time on November 
18 for BRAVE CF 75.

A week later, BRAVE CF 76 
takes place in Jakarta, Indo-
nesia, before the organization 
hosts four incredible shows in 
December, including its first 
event in Brazil in four years, 
and the three shows that will be 
hosted under the BRAVE Inter-
national Combat Week. 

BRAVE CF’s End of Year Calendar
18 November BRAVE CF 75 - Tenerife, Spain

25 November BRAVE CF 76 - Jakarta, Indonesia

5 December  BRAVE CF 77 – Isa Town, Bahrain

7 December BRAVE CF 78: Victorious - Fortaleza, Brazil

8 December BRAVE CF 79 – Isa Town, Bahrain

15 December BRAVE CF 80 - Isa Town, Bahrain

Loeb keeps BRX on the rise in Morocco
• French star gives 
Bahrain Raid Xtreme 
another stage podium in 
classic battle, as Swede 
edges out Al Attiyah

TDT | Manama

Sebastien Loeb gave Bahrain 
Raid Xtreme another podium 

boost in the Rallye du Maroc 
today as the final round of the 
World Rally-Raid Championship 
once again delivered an epic de-
sert battle.

Partnered by Fabian Lurquin 
in his BRX Prodrive Hunter, Loeb 
set the third fastest stage time 
for the third leg running, and 
climbed two places to second 
overall on another dramatic day 
when just 14 seconds separated 
the top three. 

Swede Mattias Ekström in an 
Audi won the 336km third stage, 
which started and finished at 
the bivouac in Zagora, but he 

did it with only six seconds to 
spare from the Toyota of Qatar’s 
Nasser Al Attiyah, who edged 
out Loeb by just eight seconds 
on the day.

At the end of another huge 
tussle between the world’s elite 
drivers, Loeb was 6 mins 16 secs 
away from rally leader Al At-

tiyah, and within reach of the 
third outright podium place in 
the championship.

Sebastien Loeb said, “It was 
a good day for us. A clean stage. 
We had no problems, no punc-
tures. We pushed very hard in-
deed, and for three cars to be 
within 14 seconds after 336 kilo-

metres, that proves it was really 
a sprint. We now have second 
place in this rally at the moment. 
The stage was technical in some 
places, but it was fast in others, 
very fast.”

Orly Terranova said, “A very 
nice day with the car working 
very well indeed. I enjoyed it a 

lot, but we’ve been driving be-
hind Nani (Roma) for nearly the 
whole stage, as maybe the senti-
nel isn’t working.”

The pace of the nine-time 
World Rally Champion in the 
BRX Prodrive Hunter saw him 
move ahead of Saudi Arabia’s 
Yazeed Al Rajhi, who dropped 
to third overall, and also climb 
above Carlos Sainz after the 

Spaniard’s Audi had mechani-
cal issues.

Orly Terranova and Bernardo 
Graue were unable to complete 
yesterday’s stage in their BRX 
Prodrive Hunter after damaging 
the suspension in hitting a big 
rock at speed. But the Argentine 
duo bounced back from that set-
back to set the seventh fastest 
time today. 

Loeb had produced a remark-
able performance in the Hunter 
to finish third fastest on the pre-
vious leg, despite losing pow-
er for a large part of the stage 
through an exhaust problem.

He will now be aiming to close 
the gap on Al Attiyah over the 
two remaining stages, knowing 
that, with just under 500km of 
competitive action ahead, the 
rally is far from over.

Today’s stage was another fast, 
long and demanding test, with 
only a handful of dunes to ne-
gotiate, but a variety of terrain 
to cover, including new sections 
added to the rally route for the 
first time.

We pushed very hard 
indeed, and for three 
cars to be within 14 
seconds after 336 

kilometres, that proves 
it was really a sprint. 
We now have second 
place in this rally at 

the moment. The stage 
was technical in some 

places, but it was fast in 
others, very fast

SEBASTIEN LOEB

Sebastien Loeb steers his BRX Prodrive Hunter in the Rallye du Maroc
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Bangladesh’s Liton apologises 
after evicting media
AFP | Dhaka

Bangladesh opener Liton 
Das apologised yesterday 

after he called security to force 
journalists covering the Crick-
et World Cup away from the 
team’s hotel in India, earning 
him a sharp rebuke.

Bangladesh are one of the 
most followed cricket teams in 
the world despite their mod-
est performances, and Liton’s 
move was slammed as “un-
precedented” by the popular 
daily Prothom Alo daily.

Several Bangladeshi jour-
nalists had gathered outside 
the team hotel in Pune, irking 
Liton.

“I cannot recall if any such 
thing happened in the history 
of Bangladesh cricket,” veteran 

sports journalist Utpal Shuvro 
wrote in Prothom Alo.

Liton has scored 89 runs in 
three matches at the World 
Cup, 76 of those in one innings 
in a defeat to England.

He made a first-ball duck in 
the match against New Zea-
land in Chennai.

South Africa cricket captain salutes ‘inspirational’ Springboks
AFP | London

South Africa cricket captain 
Temba Bavuma yesterday 

hailed his country’s Springboks 
rugby stars as “inspirational” af-
ter their nail-biting World Cup 
win over France.

The Springboks edged the 
hosts 29-28 in an epic quarter-fi-
nal in Paris on Sunday night to 
move closer to a fourth world 

title.
The game ended around 02:30 

yesterday morning in Dhar-
amsala where Bavuma’s team 
are based ahead of their Cricket 
World Cup clash with the Neth-
erlands on Tuesday.

“I’m still trying to wake up 
from the late night,” admitted 
Bavuma.

“Incredible game. Inspira-

tional the way the guys went 
about their business. I think 
the intensity that the game was 
played at from the first minute 
till the last, I think that’s one 
thing that the guys kept speak-
ing about.

“Obviously happy, as they 
were able to get over the line. 
But yeah, incredible, inspira-
tional game.”

Waqar tells Shaheen to copy Bumrah World Cup blueprint
AFP | Bengaluru

Pakistan legend Waqar Younis 
yesterday advised misfiring 

strike bowler Shaheen Shah Af-
ridi to learn from India seamer 
Jasprit Bumrah if he wants to 
make an impact at the World 
Cup.

Shaheen is struggling with his 
pace and fitness and has been 
unimpressive in all three games 
at the World Cup where his four 
wickets have come at a cost of 
139 runs.

“I don’t know if there is 
a problem with his fitness,” 
Waqar, who is India as a com-
mentator, told AFP.

“The missing link in his bowl-
ing is discipline and he is over 
trying to get wickets.

“When you do the same thing 
again and again, like Shaheen is 
bowling to get his yorker going, 
then batsmen know that and 
they are ready for it.”

Waqar suggested Shaheen 
should follow the example set 
by Bumrah who he described as 
a “top bowler.”

The Indian spearhead is joint 

top wicket-taker in the World 
Cup with eight wickets at just 
11.52.

New Zealand spinner Mitch-
ell Santner and fast bowler Matt 
Henry also have eight victims 
each.

India thumped Pakistan by 
seven wickets in Ahmedabad on 
Saturday, with Shaheen unable 
to help Pakistan defend a mea-
gre 192-run target.

In contrast, Bumrah dis-
missed Mohammad Rizwan and 

Shadab Khan with two well ex-
ecuted deliveries to finish with 
2-19 in seven overs.

“Bumrah is creating pres-
sure and his line is top of the 
off stump. He bowled so well 
against Pakistan and created 
pressure to get wickets,” said 
Waqar.

Shaheen, 23, has been leading 
Pakistan’s new-ball attack since 
taking 16 wickets in five World 
Cup games in the United King-
dom four years ago.

He has been likened to former 
great Wasim Akram who with 
414 Test and 502 ODI wickets 
was regarded as one of the best 
left-arm pacers to have played 
cricket.

But former India allrounder 
Ravi Shastri blasted the com-
parison during the Pakistan-In-
dia match, saying: “Shaheen is 
no Wasim Akram”, claiming 
that the Pakistan star is “not  
special.”

Waqar believes that the ab-
sence of regular new-ball part-
ner Naseem Shah -- ruled out of 
the World Cup with a shoulder 
injury -- may have had a det-
rimental effect on Shaheen’s 
performances so far.

Zampa pain gain as Australia clinch 
victory at storm-hit World Cup

Adam Zampa’s 4-wicket haul and fifties from Marsh and Inglis secure Australia’s first win in the 2023 Cricket World Cup

• Australia put World 
Cup campaign on track 
after dire Sri Lankan 
batting collapse

AFP | Lucknow

Leg-spinner Adam Zampa 
played through pain to 
return figures of 4-47 and 

help Australia down Sri Lanka 
by five wickets for their first win 
at the 2023 Cricket World Cup 
yesterday.

Five-time winners Australia 
bundled out Sri Lanka for 209, 
a total they overhauled in 35.2 
overs at a windswept Ekana Sta-
dium.

Zampa was named man of the 
match in Australia’s first win in 
three matches, but the 31-year-
old said it had been tough com-
ing into the match.

“To be honest, I wasn’t feeling 
great because I had a bit of a 
back spasm,” said Zampa.

“I was playing through it the 
last couple of days. Today I felt 
better, bowled better.”

Former champions Sri Lanka 
slipped to a third loss in as many 
games.

The drama on the field may 

have been limited but that was 
not the case in the stands.

After rain interrupted Sri 
Lanka’s batting, strong winds 
brought scaffolding and hoard-
ings crashing down onto the 
seats below.

With only around 3,000 peo-
ple inside the 50,000-capacity 
ground, spectators managed to 
escape injury.

However, Australia’s reply was 
delayed when the umpires felt it 
unsafe to restart the match with 
high winds still a danger.

Once the game resumed, 
opener Mitchell Marsh smashed 

52 and wicketkeeper-batsman 
Josh Inglis made 58.

Marsh led the chase after Aus-
tralia lost two early wickets of 
David Warner, for 11, and Steve 
Smith, for a duck, to slip to 24-2.

Marsh reached his first fifty in 
a World Cup off 39 balls but was 
soon run out after attempting a 
second run with Marnus Labus-
chagne, who hit 40.

Labuschagne and Inglis put on 
a key stand of 77 to deny the thin 
crowd of any late drama.

Left-arm quick Dilshan Ma-
dushanka broke the partnership 
to send back Labuschagne for 

his third wicket and 
spinner Dunith Wella-
lage got Inglis.

But Glenn Maxwell, who 
hit a 21-ball 31, took the team 
home with Marcus Stoinis, 
who made 20, for company.

‘Outside noise’ 
Pat Cummins was under at-

tack for his captaincy in the 
opening two losses.

“Outside noise doesn’t 
bother us too much,” 
said Cummins.

“All parts of 
the game came 
together at the 
end. We’re un-
derway in the 
t o u r n a m e n t 
and hope we 
keep it up.”

M a d u s h a n k a 
had raised ear-

ly hopes of a 
fightback 

f o r  S r i 
L a n k a 
after he 

t r a p p e d 
Warner and 

Smith -- both 
lbw -- in the same 

over.
The left-handed 

Warner reviewed 
his decision but the 
tracker showed the 
ball would have 
kissed leg stump 

and the batsman 
returned to the stands 

fuming.
Earlier Sri Lanka elected 

to bat first and start-
ed with a 
1 2 5 - r u n 
o p e n i n g 

s t a n d  b e -

tween Pathum Nissanka (61) 
and Kusal Perera (78) before 
the opposition bowlers hit 
back to end the innings in 43.3  
overs.

Perera reached his fifty with 
a boundary off Stoinis amid ap-
plause from the dressing room 
and a few Sri Lankan fans.

Nissanka soon claimed his sec-
ond successive half-century as 
Sri Lanka charged ahead.

Cummins dismissed Nissanka 
through a good outfield catch by 
Warner and then bowled Perera.

Zampa sent back skipper 
Kusal Mendis and Sadeera Sa-
marawickrama on consecutive 
balls between overs to be on hat-
trick avoided by Dhananjaya de 
Silva.

Rain interrupted play for 
about 25 minutes and the break 
only gave Australia more power 
to return with wickets as left-
arm quick Mitchell Starc bowled 
De Silva.

Sri Lanka kept losing wickets 
and Zampa grabbed two more 
including Chamika Karuna-
ratne, who was only called up 
to replace injured captain Dasun 
Shanaka at the weekend.

But Mendis remained confi-
dent of his batting line-up and 
said they “have six more match-
es to perform better”.

Temba Bavuma

To be honest, I wasn’t 
feeling great because 
I had a bit of a back 

spasm. I was playing 
through it the last 

couple of days. 
Today I felt better, 

bowled better
ADAM ZAMPA

Bumrah is creating 
pressure and his line is 
top of the off stump. He 
bowled so well against 
Pakistan and created 

pressure to get wickets
WAQAR YOUNIS

Josh Inglis plays a shot

Scorecard

Australia  215 for 5 (Inglis 58, 
Marsh 52, Labuschagne 40, Maxwell 
31*, Stoinis 20*, Madushanka 3-38) 
beat Sri Lanka 209 (Perera 78, 
Nissanka 61, Zampa 4-47, Cummins 
2-32, Starc 2-43) by five wickets

Liton Das
India’s Jasprit Bumrah (R) shakes hands with Pakistan’s Haris Rauf (C) and 
Shaheen Shah Afridi before a match
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England selection not ‘a popularity contest’ as Southgate backs Henderson
AFP | London

England manager Gareth 
Southgate has vowed to 

keep selecting Jordan Hender-
son despite the midfielder being 
targeted by fans for joining Sau-
di side Al-Ettifaq.

The former Liverpool captain 
was booed by sections of the 
Wembley crowd when he was 

substituted during Friday’s 1-0 
friendly win over Australia.

Henderson has been criti-
cised for his move to the Gulf 
kingdom, where homosexuality 
is illegal, after being a vocal sup-
porter of gay rights during his 12 
years at Anfield.

Southgate slammed the sup-
porters’ actions as “defying log-
ic” after the Australia match and 

said it will have no impact on 
his team selection for Tuesday’s 
Euro 2024 qualifier at home to 
Italy.

“I will always pick the players 
who I think are the best players 
to represent the team, that gives 
us the best chance of winning 
- unless I think there is some-
thing that is not appropriate,” 
Southgate told reporters.

Bahraini women’s team named 
for Billie Jean King Cup tennis

• Hajar Zidane, 
Haneen Al Najjar, 
Salma Faraj and 
Maryam Yasser to 
fly Kingdom’s flag in 
14-nation tournament 
starting tomorrow

TDT | Manama

A four-player women’s na-
tional tennis team will be 

flying the Bahrain flag when 
the Kingdom hosts this week 
the 2023 Billie Jean King Cup 
Asia/Oceania Zone Group III.

The prestigious competition 
is set to be held at the Bahrain 
Tennis Federation (BTF) courts 
in Isa Town, with 14 countries 
from across the continent tak-
ing part.

Play begins tomorrow and 
continues until Saturday.

The BTF announced yester-
day the Bahraini players who 
are set to compete. They in-
clude Hajar Zidane, Haneen 
Al Najjar, Salma Faraj and 
Maryam Yasser. The nationals 
have been training over the 
past several weeks under the 
supervision of coaches Safa 
Safar and Ariel Baldivino.

The draw for the tourna-
ment’s preliminary round is 
scheduled to be held at 12noon 
today at the BTF headquarters. 
It will divide the participating 
teams into four groups for the 
preliminary round—two with 

four teams and another two 
with three.

F o l l o w i n g  a  s i n g l e 
round-robin, the top team 
from each group will advance 
to the next stage. There, they 
will play for two qualifying 
cards while the remaining 
sides will compete for their 
best final classification.

The participating nations 
are Bhutan, Brunei, Iran, Iraq, 
Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Macau, 
Maldives, Nepal, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia, Tajikistan, Vietnam 
and hosts Bahrain. They will 
be competing for two qualify-
ing berths for Group II in next 
year’s competition.

The Billie Jean King Cup is 
a leading global tournament 
between national teams in 
women’s tennis. The compe-
tition in the Kingdom, which is 
being held for the second time, 
is a zonal event, with teams 
playing for promotion to the 
higher-tier group.

Following this competition, 
the BTF will continue to re-
main busy with the 2023 Davis 
Cup Asia/Oceania Group V 
matches from 23 to 30 October, 
and then three ITF junior com-
petitions over three straight 
weeks. Two of the champion-
ships will be J30 events, with 
the first being held from 30 
October to 4 November, fol-
lowed by a second from 6 No-
vember to 11 November. The 
third, a J60 tournament, will 
then take place from 13 No-
vember to 18 November.

Bahrain’s women’s national team players with officials at the BTF hardcourts

Bahrain set for Philippines friendly

• Match scheduled for 
7pm kick-off, with free 
entrance for spectators

TDT | Manama

Bahrain take on the Philip-
pines tonight in an interna-

tional friendly match at Shaikh 
Ali bin Mohammed Al Khalifa 
Stadium at Muharraq Club in 
Arad.

The game is scheduled for a 
7pm kick-off and entrance is 
free for spectators.

It is the second tune-up con-
test for the Kingdom’s senior 
men’s national team in a week. 
They had previously claimed 

a 2-0 victory Thursday night 
against Kyrgyzstan.

The friendlies are part of the 
Bahrainis’ preparations for next 
month’s start to their continen-
tal qualification campaign for 
the FIFA World Cup 2026. They 
will also be competing in the 
next edition of the AFC Asian 
Cup in Doha in January of next 
year.

Bahrain Football Association 
president Shaikh Ali bin Khalifa 
bin Ahmed Al Khalifa visited the 
national team’s training session 
on Sunday night and met with 
the coaching staff and players. 
He was received by head coach 
Juan Antonio Pizzi, amongst 
other officials.

Bahrain have a 34-player 
squad for this international 

period including Mohammed 
Abdulwahab, Abdulla Al Ha-
shash, Sayed Mohammed Jaafar, 
Mohammed Adel, Waleed Al 
Hayyam, Amine Hasan, Abdul-
la Al Khalasi, Mohammed Al 
Hardan, Komail Al Aswad, Ali 
Madan, Mahdi Humaidan, Ab-
dulla Yusuf, Mohammed Mar-
hoon, Moses Atede, Ahmed Bug-
hammar, Sayed Mahdi Baqer, 
Sayed Dhiya Saeed, Hussain Al 
Ekri, Hazza Ali, Mohammed 
Abdulqayoom, Jassim Al Shai-
kh, Ali Hassan Saeed, Abdulaziz 
Khaled, Salem Omar, Hamza Al 
Juban, Mubarak Mohammed, 
Ahmed Al Sherooqi, Ebrahim 
Al Khattal, Ebrahim Luthfallah, 
Hussain Abdulkareem, Ham-
ad Al Doseri, Salem Hussain, 

Ebrahim Al Wali and Jassim  
Khelaif.

The visiting Philippines team 
comprises Neil Etheridge, Ju-
lian Schwarzer, Kevin Ray 
Mendoza, Jesse Curran, Daisu-
ke Sato, Audie Menzi, Santia-
go Rublico, Jefferson Tabina, 
Simone Rota, Enrique Linares, 
Joshua Grommen, Dennis Vil-
lanueva, Kevin Ingreso, Justin 
Baas, Jhanjhan Melliza, Manuel 
Ott, Mike Ott, Sandro Reyes, 
Marwin Angeles, Jose Elmer 
Porteria, Patrick Reichelt, Bi-
envenido Maranon, Pocholo Bu-
gas, Jarvey Gayoso and Kenshiro  
Daniels.

The Filipinos also played 
a friendly game against Kyr-
gyzstan on Sunday morning.

Shaikh Ali bin Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa is greeted by Bahrain head coach 
Juan Antonio Pizzi at the national team’s training session

Bahrain’s Ahmed Bughammar participates in drills during practice
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HM King’s Cup match-ups set
Holders Al Hala set to take on Al Tadhamun in first round of eliminations in Bahrain’s richest annual football tournament

• Glittering, all-new 
His Majesty the King’s 
Cup champions’ trophy 
unveiled in last night’s 
draw ceremony

• Eight teams 
automatically in round 
of 16: Al Khaldiya, 
Riffa, Muharraq, Al 
Shabab, Sitra, Al Ahli, 
Manama and Hidd

TDT | Manama

Holders Al Hala were last 
night drawn against Al 
Tadhamun for the first 

round of the  2023/2024 His 
Majesty the King’s Cup football 
tournament.

The draw for the single-elim-
ination competition was con-
ducted yesterday by the Bahrain 

Football Association (BFA) in a 
ceremony that took place at the 
Diplomat Radisson Blu Hotel.

A total of 24 teams are in this 
year’s event, with eight already 
through to the round of 16 based 
on their rankings last season in 
the Nasser bin Hamad Bahrain 

Premier Football League.
BFA president Shaikh Ali bin 

Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa 
was on hand at the ceremony 
along with other BFA officials 
and representatives from the 
participating clubs.

Also at the event, the glittering 

new edition of the prestigious 
trophy was unveiled.

The HM the King’s Cup is the 
richest football competition in 
the Kingdom, with the winners 
taking home BD100,000 in prize 
money and BD50,000 going to 
the runners-up.

Last night’s draw set the pair-
ings for the opening elimination 
round, which will determine the 
winners who will move on to the 
round of 16.

Hala were drawn against 
Tadhamun, with the victor ad-
vancing to the next phase where 
they will take on reigning league 
champions Al Khaldiya.

The other teams joining 
Khaldiya that are also awaiting 
their opponents in the round of 
16 are Riffa, Muharraq, Al 
Shabab, Sitra, Al Ahli, Ma-
nama and Hidd.

The remaining first 
r o u n d  e l i m i n a -
tions pit Busaiteen 
against Bouri, Um 
Al Hassam against 
Budaiya, East Riffa 
against Isa Town, Al 
Ettifaq against Ettihad 
Al Reef, A’ali against Al 
Malkiya, Bahrain Club 
with Galali, and Al Ettihad 
against Al Najma.

In the round of 16, Riffa face 
the winners of A’ali-Malkiya 
match, Muharraq play the win-
ners of Bahrain Club-Galali, 
Shabab take on the winners of 
Ettihad-Najma, Sitra play the 
winners of Bouri-Busaiteen, 
Ahli face the winners of Um Al 
Hassam-Budaiya, Manama take 
on the winners of East Riffa-Isa 
Town and Hidd face the winners 
of Ettifaq-Ettihad Al Reef.

In the 2022/2023 His Maj-
esty the King’s Cup, Hala 
were crowned champions 

after a heart-stopping 
6-5 victory over Al Ahli 

in a hugely thrilling 
penalty shootout in 
the final.

The decider ex-
tended to an amaz-

ing 10 spot kicks per 
squad. The match had 

ended goalless after 90 
minutes and the score 

remained nil-nil after 30 
minutes of extra-time.

Shaikh Ali bin Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, left, with the Hidd Club president at 
last night’s draw ceremony

Gareth Southgate and Jordan Henderson
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The His Majesty the 
King’s Cup is the rich-
est football competi-
tion in the Kingdom, 
with the winners tak-
ing home BD100,000 
in prize money and 

BD50,000 going to the 
runners-up
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