
NOTHING CAN HAVE VALUE 
WITHOUT BEING AN OBJECT OF 
UTILITY
KARL MARX

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2022

TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY

TOP 

4
TWEETS

04

03

01

If anyone posted re-
al-time locations & ad-

dresses of NYT reporters, 
FBI would be investigat-
ing, there’d be hearings 
on Capitol Hill & Bid-
en would give speeches 
about end of democracy!

@elonmusk

Glad to participate to 
the launch the Glob-

al Network of National 
Heads of Road Safety 
Agencies, a @WHO initi-
ative reinforcing the col-
laboration and driving 
global actions to achieve 
the Global Plan for the 
Decade of Action for 
#RoadSafety 2021-2030. 
@DrTedros

@JeanTodt

The United States 
stands with Japan 

at this critical moment. 
Our alliance is the cor-
nerstone of a free and 
open Indo-Pacific and 
we welcome Japan’s con-
tributions to peace and 
prosperity.

@POTUS

The future of Ukraine 
b e g i n s  w i t h  i t s 

children. We are help-
ing rebuild the schools 
destroyed by Russia’s 
war, with 100 million 
in EU funds. And we 
are sending hundreds 
of school buses so chil-
dren can travel to school 
safely. More are com-
ing. #SchoolBusesFo-
rUkraine

@vonderleyen

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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North Korea tests high-thrust solid-fuel 
engine for apparent ICBM development
Reuters | Seoul

North Korea has tested a 
high-thrust solid-fuel en-

gine that experts said would 
allow quicker and more mobile 
launch of ballistic missiles, as it 

seeks to develop a new strategic 
weapon and speeds up its nu-
clear and missile programmes.

The test, overseen by leader 
Kim Jong Un, was conduct-
ed on Thursday at North Ko-
rea’s Sohae Satellite Launching 
Ground which has been used 
to test missile technologies, 
including rocket engines and 
space launch vehicles, the of-
ficial KCNA reported yesterday.

Experts say the test appears 
aimed at developing a new sol-
id-fuel intercontinental ballistic 
missile (ICBM) given the thrust 
of the engine, which the North 
said was “the first of its kind” in 
the country.

North Korea has been work-
ing to build more solid-fuel mis-
siles that are more stable and 
can be launched with almost 
no warning or preparation time.

Twitter suspends accounts of several journalists
Reuters | Los Angeles

Twitter suspended the ac-
counts of several promi-

nent journalists who recent-
ly wrote about its new owner 
Elon Musk, with the billionaire 
tweeting that rules banning the 
publishing of personal infor-
mation applied to all, including 
journalists.

Responding to a Tweet on 
the account suspensions, Musk 
tweeted: “Same doxxing rules 
apply to ‘journalists’ as to 
everyone else,” a reference to 
Twitter rules banning the shar-
ing of personal information, 
called doxxing.

On Wednesday, Twitter sus-
pended @elonjet, an account 

tracking Musk’s private jet in 
real time using data available 
in the public domain. Musk had 
threatened legal action against 
the account’s operator, saying 
his son had been mistakenly 
followed by a “crazy stalker”.

Musk added on Thursday: 
“Criticizing me all day long is 

totally fine, but doxxing my re-
al-time location and endanger-
ing my family is not.”

Malaysia campsite landslide kills 21
Malaysia rescuers race to find survivors of deadly landslide that ripped through farm campsite overnight

• Five children, 12 
women among the 
dead; 12 missing

• Hundreds involved 
in search mission

Reuters | Batang Kali

A landslide killed at least 
21 people, including chil-
dren, while they slept in 

their tents at an unlicensed camp-
site in Malaysia yesterday, offi-
cials said, as search teams scoured 
thick mud and downed trees for 
survivors.

The landslide in Selangor state 
bordering the capital, Kuala Lum-
pur, occurred before 3 a.m. (1900 
GMT), tearing down a hillside into 
an organic farm that officials said 
was operating the campsite il-
legally.

Among the victims were five 
children and 12 women, accord-
ing to the fire and rescue depart-
ment.

The disaster struck about 50 km 
(30 miles) north of Kuala Lumpur 
in Batang Kali, just outside the 

popular hilltop area of Genting 
Highlands, known for its resorts, 
waterfalls and natural beauty.

The earth fell from an estimat-
ed height of 30 metres (100 ft) 
and covered an area of about an 
acre (0.4 hectares), according to 
the fire and rescue department’s 
state director.

The farm owners did not im-
mediately respond to a request 
for comment. Two of its workers, 
who are Myanmar nationals, told 
Reuters they managed to escape 

with others after being roused by 
neighbours, just minutes before 
the farmhouse was destroyed.

“I have never seen such a hor-
rible incident. I feel so shocked 
and terrified,” said 35-year-old 
Thawng Uk.

“We could bring nothing at all 
as we urgently ran ... We are ask-
ing around where to get shelter 
and food.”

His colleague Kung Tuang, 31, 
said he was afraid they would lose 
their jobs now that the farm had 

been destroyed.
An initial investigation showed 

an embankment of about 450,000 
cubic metres of earth had col-
lapsed, according to minister of 
natural resources, environment 
and climate change, Nik Nazmi 
Nik Ahmad.

There were 94 people caught 
in the landslide but 61 were safe, 
with 12 missing, according to the 
Malaysia National Disaster Man-
agement Agency.

Seven people were injured, in-
cluding a pregnant woman, while 
others had wounds ranging from 
minor cuts to a suspected spi-
nal injury, health minister Zaliha 
Mustafa said.

Close to 400 personnel were 
involved in the rescue mission, 
police said.

Three Singaporeans were 
among those rescued, the Singa-
pore government said in a state-
ment.

Its prime minister, Lee Hsien 
Loong, expressed condolences 
to Malaysian counterpart Anwar 
Ibrahim and offered assistance in 
the search and rescue effort.

Unlicensed business
Pictures posted on the Father’s 

Organic Farm Facebook page 
show a farmhouse in a small val-
ley, with a large area where tents 
can be set up.

Its owners were allowed to op-
erate organic farms, but had not 
applied for licences to run three 
campsites on the property, Local 
Government Development Minis-
ter Nga Kor Ming told reporters.

If found guilty of violating the 
law, the owners can be jailed up to 
three years or fined up to 50,000 
ringgit ($11,300), Nga said, adding 
he had ordered campsites near 
rivers, hillsides and other high-

risk areas nationwide to close for 
seven days.

Local television footage showed 
the aftermath of a large landslide 
through a steep, forested area be-
side a road, while images on social 
media showed rescue workers 
clambering over thick mud, large 
trees and other debris.

“I pray that the missing victims 
can be found safely soon,” minis-
ter Nik Nazmi tweeted.

Selangor is the country’s most 
affluent state and has suffered 
landslides before, often attributed 
to forest and land clearance.

Landslides are common in 
Malaysia, but typically only af-
ter heavy rains. Flooding occurs 
often, with about 21,000 people 
displaced last year by torrential 
rain in seven states.

Leong Jim Meng, a camper, said 
he had not expected a landslide as 
there had been only light drizzle 
in recent days.

“My family and I were trapped 
when the soil covered our tent,” 
he told Malay-language daily 
Berita Harian. “We managed to 
run to the parking lot and called 
the authorities. They arrived 
quite quickly, about 30 minutes  
later.”

News in brief 
 u India has 
declared its 
candidature for 

non-permanent membership of the UN 
Security Council for the 2028-29 term, 
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar 
said. On December 1, India assumed the 
monthly rotating Presidency of the Security 
Council. This is the second time after August 
2021 that New Delhi is presiding over the 
Council during its two year tenure as elected 

UNSC member. “I am glad to inform you that we have declared our candidature 
for our next tenure at the Security Council for 2028-29,” Jaishankar said.

 u Peruvian ex-President 
Pedro Castillo’s pre-trial 
detention in prison was 
extended to 18 months, amid a deepening 
diplomatic spat with left-leaning 
countries opposed to his removal and as 
deadly protests extended into a second 
week. At least 15 people have been killed 
in the protests, according to statements 
from authorities. A judicial panel within the 
Supreme Court ordered the extended period of pre-trial detention for Castillo as 
prosecutors continued an investigation into criminal charges against him. The 
decision did not touch on the merits of accusations faced by Castillo, who has 
been charged with rebellion and conspiracy, but a Supreme Court judge heading 
up the panel cited the risk of flight by the deposed president. 

 u A small fire broke out 
in machines that operate the 
historic Miraflores Lock on 

the Panama Canal, which delayed the 
crossing of some ships but did not shut 
down interoceanic navigation. The fire 
started in a tunnel where the machinery 
of the lock is housed, but the other locks 
continued working normally, said the 

Panama Canal Authority. “A fire outbreak was recorded in one of the machinery 
tunnels in the upper chamber of the Miraflores locks,” the Authority said in a 
statement. “No injuries were reported. However, the transit of ships through this 
lock has been temporarily suspended as a security measure,” it added.

 u Pet retailers are set to 
be barred from selling dogs, 
cats and rabbits in the state of 
New York come December 2024 under a new law, signed by Governor Kathy 
Hochul on Thursday, designed to stop the supply of animals from so-called 
puppy mills. Hochul, a Democrat, said banning pet stores from selling pets will 
help protect animal welfare and clamp down on abusive, wholesale breeders. 
New York will join a small group of other states, including California, Illinois and 
Maryland, that have instituted similar bans on such sales. The law leaves the 
door open for pet stores to work with animal shelters to encourage adoptions, 
including rental space.

India declares candidature for 
UN Security Council membership

Fire breaks out at historic 
Panama Canal lock

Castillo jail term extended as 
Peru protest death toll hits 15

New York to ban animal 
sales at pet stores in 2024

Pacifist Japan unveils biggest military 
build-up since World War Two
Reuters | Tokyo

Japan yesterday unveiled its 
biggest military build-up 

since World War Two with a 
$320 billion plan that will buy 
missiles capable of striking Chi-
na and ready it for sustained 
conflict, as regional tensions 
and Russia’s Ukraine invasion 
stoke war fears.

The sweeping, five-year plan, 
once unthinkable in pacifist Ja-
pan, will make the country the 
world’s third-biggest military 
spender after the United States 
and China, based on current 
budgets.

Prime Minister Fumio Kishi-
da, who described Japan and 
its people as being at a “turn-
ing point in history”, said the 
ramp-up was “my answer to 
the various security challenges 
that we face”.

His government worries that 
Russia has set a precedent that 
will encourage China to attack 
Taiwan, threatening nearby 
Japanese islands, disrupting 
supplies of advanced semicon-
ductors and putting a potential 
stranglehold on sea lanes that 
supply Middle East oil.

“This is setting a new heading 
for Japan. If appropriately exe-
cuted, the Self-Defence Forces 
will be a real, world-class ef-
fective force,” said Yoji Koda, a 

former Maritime Self Defence 
Force admiral, who command-
ed the Japanese fleet in 2008.

The government said it 
would also stockpile spare parts 

and other munitions, expand 
transport capacity and develop 
cyber warfare capabilities. In 
its postwar, American-authored 
constitution, Japan gave up the 
right to wage war and means 
to do so.

“Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
is a serious violation of laws 
that forbid the use of force and 
has shaken the foundations of 
the international order,” the 
strategy paper said.

“The strategic challenge 
posed by China is the biggest 
Japan has ever faced,” it added, 
also noting that Beijing had not 
ruled out using force to bring 
Taiwan under its control.

Residential fire near French city 
Lyon kills 10, including children

Reuters | Lyon

Ten people including five chil-
dren aged three to 15 were 

killed in a fire yesterday that en-
gulfed a residential building in 
an impoverished town near the 
southeastern French city of Lyon.

Another four people were se-
riously injured in the blaze in 
Vaulx-en-Velin, which started 
around 3am (0200 GMT) on the 
ground floor before spreading up 
the seven-storey building, rescue 
authorities said.

Footage on social media showed 
a huge, dark cloud billowing above 
the building at the time of the fire 
before it was extinguished after 
daybreak.

Witnesses in nearby buildings 
said they had been woken up by 
screams and felt helpless as they 
stood at the foot of the building on 
fire, the smoke too thick for them 
to get in and try to rescue resi-
dents before firefighters arrived.

“At around 3.30 am, I heard 
shouting so I ran out of my 
home...I saw the building, num-
ber 12, on my left burning on the 
ground floor...and people trying to 
get out,” said Furkan Bag, a neigh-

bour and restaurant owner.
He saw a woman jumping out of 

a window to escape the flames and 
smoke, and falling to her death.

“The fire was growing bigger 
and bigger ... it was at the entrance 
of the building, they (rescue) 
could not get in.”

The Lyon prosecutor’s office 
opened an investigation to de-
termine how the fire broke out, 
and said it could not rule out any 
hypothesis including arson.

Angry neighbours told report-
ers they felt abandoned by public 
authorities, amid local media re-
ports that the building hit by the 
fire had been in poor condition 
and the ground floor occupied by 
drug dealers.

Japan’s Maritime Self-Defense Force’s (JMSDF) JS Mogami (FFM-1), a Japanese 
multi-mission stealth frigate, takes part in the International Fleet Review

Russia fires scores of missiles in one of its biggest attacks on Ukraine
Reuters | Kyiv

Russia fired more than 70 
missiles during yesterday’s 

morning rush hour in one of its 
biggest attacks on Ukraine since 
the start of the war, forcing Kyiv 
to introduce emergency power 
cuts nationwide, Ukrainian of-
ficials said.

Two people were killed when 
an apartment block was hit in 
central Kryvyi Rih and another 
died in shelling in Kherson in 
the south, they said. Russian-in-
stalled officials in occupied 
eastern Ukraine said 12 people 
had died in Ukrainian shelling.

Kyiv warned late on Thursday 
that Moscow planned a new 
all-out offensive early next year, 
around a year after its Feb. 24 
invasion, which has destroyed 
huge areas of Ukraine but 

brought little of it under Mos-
cow’s control.

Russia has rained missiles on 
Ukrainian energy infrastruc-
ture almost weekly since early 
October after several battlefield 

defeats, but yesterday’s attack 
seemed to have caused more 
damage than many others and 
snow and ice is now widespread.

Russia had flown warplanes 
near Ukraine to try to distract its 

air defences, Ukraine’s air force 
said. Its army chief said 60 of 76 
Russian missiles had been shot 
down but Energy Minister Ger-
man Galushchenko said at least 
nine power generating facilities 
had been hit.

Moscow says the attacks are 
aimed at disabling Ukraine’s 
military. Ukrainians call them a 
war crime.

National Archives releases documents related to JFK assassination
Reuters | Washington

The US National Archives on 
Thursday released thou-

sands of documents related 
to the 1963 assassination of 
then-President John F. Kenne-
dy, acting shortly after President 
Joe Biden issued an executive 
order authorizing the release 
that also kept hundreds of other 
sensitive records secret for up to 
another year.

The release of 13,173 docu-
ments was not expected to in-
clude any new bombshells or 
change the conclusion reached 
by the commission led by Chief 
Justice Earl Warren that Lee 
Harvey Oswald, a former Ma-
rine and communist activist 
who had lived in the Soviet 
Union, acted alone. However, 
the latest cache will be useful 

for historians focusing on the 
events around the assassination.

Kennedy was shot and killed 
while riding in his motorcade 
through Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963, 
at the age of 46.

Thousands of books, articles, 
TV shows and films have ex-
plored the idea that Kennedy’s 
assassination was the result of 
an elaborate conspiracy. None 
have produced conclusive proof 
that Oswald - who was fatally 
shot by nightclub owner Jack 
Ruby two days after killing Ken-
nedy - worked with anyone else, 
although they retain a powerful 
cultural currency.

Many of the documents re-
leased on Thursday belonged to 
the Central Intelligence Agency, 

including several that focused 
on Oswald’s movements and 
his contacts. Other documents 
focus on requests from the War-
ren Commission investigating 
the assassination.

The documents show that the 
US government opened a so-
called 201 file on Oswald in De-
cember 1960, nearly three years 
before Kennedy’s murder and 
after Oswald’s failed defection 
to the Soviet Union in 1959.

A December 1963 document 
described how CIA officials in 
Mexico City “intercepted a tele-
phone call” Oswald made in Oc-
tober from that city to the Soviet 
Embassy there “using his own 
name” and speaking “broken 
Russian.” Oswald was hoping to 
travel through Cuba on his way 
to Russia and was seeking a visa, 
documents show.

A police officer stands next to a part of a Russian cruise missile shot down by 
the Ukrainian Air Defence Forces

Roses lie on a marker outside the home 
where John F. Kennedy was born

French firefighters work at the scene of a massive building fire

A view of a “high-thrust solid-fuel motor” test in Tongchang-ri, North Korea

An image of Elon Musk is seen on 
a smartphone placed on printed 
Twitter logos

This is setting a new 
heading for Japan. 

If appropriately 
executed, the Self-
Defense Forces will 

be a real, world-class 
effective force

YOJI KODA, A FORMER MARITIME SELF 
DEFENSE FORCE ADMIRAL

60
out of 76 Russian missiles 
fired at Ukraine area were 

shot down but Energy 
Minister said at least nine 
power generating facilities 

had been hit

A third of Vaulx-
en-Velin’s population 

lives under the poverty 
threshold, in what is 
one of France’s many 
highrise areas hastily 

developed in the second 
half of the 20th century 
to ease a housing short-
age and accommodate 

waves of immigrants

The US National 
Archives said that 

515 documents would 
remain withheld in 

full, and another 2,545 
documents would be 

partly withheld

An estimated 450,000 
cubic meters (nearly 
16 million cubic feet) 
of debris — enough to 
fill 180 Olympic-sized 
swimming pools — hit 

the campsite

KNOW WHAT

North Korea has been 
working to build more 
solid-fuel missiles that 

are more stable and 
can be launched with 
almost no warning or 
preparation time

KNOW WHAT

1398 1526 1903 1986
Tamerlane captures and sacks Delhi, defeating 
Sultan Nasir-u Din Mehmud’s armies by setting 
camels loaded with hay alight and charging 
them at the Sultan’s armored elephants

Pope Clemens VII 
publishes decree 
Cum ad zero - 
forms Inquisition

The Wright brothers make the 1st 
sustained motorized aircraft flight at 
10:35 AM, piloted by Orville Wright 
at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina

Davina Thompson makes medical 
history by having the 1st heart, 
lung & liver transplant at Papworth 
Hospital in Cambridge, England

Ardern auctions transcript of 
parliament insult for charity
AFP | Wellington

New Zealand Prime Min-
ister Jacinda Ardern is 

raising money for a prostate 
cancer charity by auctioning 
off a transcript of a parliamen-
tary exchange in which she 
called a political opponent an 
“arrogant prick”.

Bidding for a framed copy 
of the document, signed by 
Ardern and the insult’s tar-
get, political rival David Sey-
mour, had reached NZ$45,500 
(US$29,000) by yesterday in an 
online auction.

New Zealand’s premier was 
overheard muttering the insult 
following a heated exchange 
between the pair at a parlia-
mentary session on Tuesday.

A microphone picked up 
an exasperated Ardern saying 
“he’s such an arrogant prick” 
in reference to Seymour as she 
retook her seat after answer-
ing a barbed question from 
the MP.

Seymour, leader of the 
right-liberalist ACT party, pe-
titioned the speaker of New 
Zealand’s parliament for an 
apology by Ardern, which 
meant her comment was en-
tered into the official record, 
known as the Hansard.

Ardern later texted an apol-
ogy to Seymour, who came up 

with the idea of joining forces 
to raise money for charity.

“We are thrilled it’s got such 
good support,” Seymour said 
yesterday, with bidding due to 
close on December 22.

In a Facebook post on 
Thursday, Ardern said she had 
signed the official transcript 
with Seymour “in the spirit 
of good sportsmanship and a 
good cause”.

Seymour said the prime 
minister needed little persua-
sion.

“I suggested we sign a copy 
of the Hansard and auction 
it off to raise money for the 
foundation and pricks every-
where,” he added.

Seymour said her insult 
“was not significant in terms 
of the stuff that goes on, people 
were surprised as it’s so out of 
character” for Ardern.

The suspensions 
come after Musk has 
repeatedly vowed to 
uphold absolute free 
speech on the plat-
form he bought for 

$44 billion in October

KNOW WHAT

C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R

Jacinda Ardern and David Seymour 
sign official parliamentary record

Civil Defense personnel search for survivors buried after a landslide hit a campsite 
in Batang Kali, Malaysia


