
Astronomers marvel at ‘perfect 
explosion,’ a spherical cosmic fireball

Reuters | Washington

Astronomers have observed 
what might be the “per-

fect explosion,” a colossal and 
utterly spherical blast trig-
gered by the merger of two 
very dense stellar remnants 
called neutron stars shortly 
before the combined entity 
collapsed to form a black hole.

Researchers described for 
the first time the contours of 
the type of explosion, called 
a kilonova, that occurs when 
neutron stars merge. The rap-
idly expanding fireball of lu-
minous matter they detailed 
defied their expectations.

The two neutron stars, with 
a combined mass about 2.7 
times that of our sun, had or-
bited each other for billions of 
years before colliding at high 
speeds and exploding. This un-
folded in a galaxy called NGC 
4993, about 140-150 million 
light years away from Earth 
in the direction of the con-
stellation Hydra. A light year 
is the distance light travels in 
a year, 5.9 trillion miles (9.5 
trillion km).

The existence of kilonova 
explosions was proposed in 
1974 and confirmed in 2013, 
but what they looked like was 
unknown until this one was 
detected in 2017 and studied 

intensively.
“It is a perfect explosion in 

several ways. It is beautiful, 
both aesthetically, in the sim-
plicity of the shape, and in its 
physical significance,” said as-
trophysicist Albert Sneppen 
of the Cosmic Dawn Center in 
Copenhagen, lead author of 
the research published in the 
journal Nature.

“Aesthetically, the colors the 
kilonova emits quite literal-
ly look like a sun - except, of 
course, being a few hundred 
million times larger in surface 
area. Physically, this spher-
ical explosion contains the 
extraordinary physics at the 
heart of this merger,” Sneppen 
added.

The researchers had expect-
ed the explosion to perhaps 
look like a flattened disk - a 
colossal luminous cosmic pan-
cake, possibly with a jet of ma-
terial streaming out of it.
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I took part in a G7 min-
isterial meeting at the 

invitation of Japanese FM 
Hayashi Yoshimasa. We 
focused on everything 
needed for Ukraine’s 
victory in 2023. There 
will be rapid deliveries of 
weapons and new sanc-
tions. Russia must realise 
we won’t tire of counter-
ing its aggression.

@DmytroKuleba

Kenya’s leadership and 
efforts to promote 

stability in the Horn of 
Africa and in the Great 
Lakes region are essen-
tial. I assured President @
WilliamsRuto of the EU’s 
support. We are moving 
forward with our strategic 
dialogue, notably the Eco-
nomic Partnership Agree-
ment (EPA).

@eucopresident

Based on the law and 
available facts, I have 

determined that members 
of Russia’s forces and oth-
er Russian officials have 
committed crimes against 
humanity in Ukraine. All 
those responsible for 
these atrocities must be 
held accountable.

@SecBlinken

The earthquakes in 
#Türkiye affect-

ed many hospitals and 
other health facilities. 
Amid the destruction, 
@WHO is supporting 
international Emergen-
cy Medical Teams and 
local health workers to 
set up mobile clinics and 
provide health care, incl. 
complex surgeries, for 
people in need.

@DrTedros
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US cancer patient developed ‘uncontrollable’ Irish accent
BBC

A US man developed an “un-
controllable Irish accent” 

after being diagnosed with 
prostate cancer, despite having 
never visited Ireland, research-
ers say.

The North Carolina man, who 
was in his 50s, was presumably 
afflicted with foreign accent 
syndrome (FAS), the British 
Medical Journal reports.

The rare syndrome gave the 
man, who had no immediate 
family from Ireland, a “brogue” 
that remained until his death.

Several similar cases have 
been recorded globally in re-
cent years.

The case was jointly studied 
and reported by Duke Univer-
sity in North Carolina and the 
Carolina Urologic Research 

Center in South Carolina.
“To our knowledge, this is the 

first case of FAS described in a 
patient with prostate cancer 
and the third described in a 
patient with malignancy,” said 
the report’s authors.

Much of the man’s identify-
ing characteristics, including 
his name and nationality, were 
not included in the report.

It says he lived in England 
in his 20s and had friends and 
distant family members from 
Ireland. But they add he had 
never previously spoken with 
the foreign accent.

North Korean leader Kim’s daughter 
appears at sports event, state media reports
Reuters | Seoul

North Korean leader Kim 
Jong and his daughter 

watched a sports event attend-
ed by government officials on 
Friday, according to state me-
dia, the first time the girl has 
been seen at a non-military 
event.

The daughter, often de-
scribed by state media as Kim’s 
“beloved child” or “respected 
child” has been seen along-

side her father Kim at military 
events including earlier this 
month.

Little is known about the girl 
and she has not been named in 
state media. South Korean in-

telligence officials believe she is 
the daughter identified as Ju Ae 
by former American basketball 
player Dennis Rodman, who 
spent time with Kim’s family 
in 2013.

Earthquake death toll passes 
46,000; desperation for signs of life

Three rescued in Turkey 13 days after earthquakes

• 345,000 apartments 
destroyed in Turkey

Reuters | Antakya

More than 46,000 people 
have been killed in the 
earthquake that struck 

Turkey and Syria and the toll 
is expected to soar, with some 
345,000 apartments in Turkey 
now known to have been de-
stroyed, and many still missing.

As Turkey attempts to man-
age its worst modern disaster, 
concerns were growing over the 
victims of the tragedy in Syria, 
with the World Food Programme 
(WFP) pressuring authorities in 
the northwest to stop blocking 
access to the area as it seeks to 
help hundreds of thousands of 
people ravaged by earthquakes.

Thirteen days after the quake 
hit, workers from Kyrgyzstan 
tried to save a Syrian family of five 
from the rubble of a building in 

Antakya city in southern Turkey.
Three people, including a child, 

were rescued alive. The mother 
and father survived but the child 
died later of dehydration, the res-
cue team said. One older sister 
and a twin did not make it.

“We heard shouts when we 
were digging today an hour ago. 
When we find people who are 
alive we are always happy,” Atay 
Osmanov, a member of the rescue 
team, told Reuters.

Ten ambulances waited on a 

nearby street that was blocked to 
traffic to allow the rescue work.

Workers asked for complete si-
lence and for everybody to crouch 
or sit as the teams climbed fur-
ther up to the top of the rubble 
of the building where the family 
was found to listen for any more 

sounds using an electronic de-
tector.

As rescue efforts continued one 
worker yelled into the rubble: 
“Take a deep breath if you can 
hear my voice.”

The head of Turkey’s Disaster 
and Emergency Management Au-
thority (AFAD), Yunus Sezer, said 
the search and rescue efforts will 
largely be terminated on Sunday 
night.

The death toll in Turkey stands 
at 40,642 from the quake while 
neighbouring Syria has reported 
more than 5,800 deaths, a toll that 
has not changed for days.

WFP Director David Beasley 
said the Syrian and Turkish gov-
ernments had been cooperating 
very well, but that its operations 
were being hampered in north-
western Syria.

The agency last week said it 
was running out of stocks there 
and called for more border cross-
ings to be opened from Turkey.

“The problems we are running 
into [are with] the cross-line 

operations into northwest Syria 
where the northwestern Syrian 
authorities are not giving us the 
access we need,” said Beasley.

“That is bottlenecking our op-
erations. That has to get fixed 
straight away.”

“Time is running out and we 
are running out of money. Our 
operation is about $50 million 
a month for our earthquake re-
sponse alone so unless Europe 
wants a new wave of refugees, we 
need get the support we need,” 
Beasley added.

In Syria, already shattered by 
more than a decade of civil war, 
the bulk of fatalities have been in 
the northwest.

The area is controlled by insur-
gents at war with forces loyal to 
President Bashar al-Assad which 
has complicated efforts to get aid 
to people.

Thousands of Syrians who had 
sought refuge in Turkey from the 
civil war have returned to their 
homes in the war zone - at least 
for now.

News in brief 
 u Water and 
electricity supplies 
slowly returned 

to cyclone-struck New Zealand cities 
yesterday, as the death toll from the 
disaster rose to nine. Almost a week after 
Cyclone Gabrielle brought scouring winds 
and torrential rains to the country’s North 
Island -- causing landslides and widespread 
flooding -- recovery efforts have begun 

in earnest. Roger Ball, acting director of the National Emergency Management 
Agency, said water had been restored to the east-coast city of Gisborne and that 
some residents in the neighbouring city of Napier now had power.

 u Media titan 
Rupert Murdoch 
described Donald 
Trump’s claims that the 2020 election 
was stolen as “crazy,” according to 
court documents that also threaten to 
embarrass Fox News’s top stars. The 
91-year-old billionaire made the comments 
in emails to senior Fox executives even 
as anchors on his conservative network 
continued to give credence to Trump’s false 
allegations, Thursday’s filing showed. The document also says some of Fox News’s 
most popular hosts, including Tucker Carlson and Laura Ingraham, privately 
ridiculed top Trump advisors who were saying Joe Biden had lost the election.

 u The FBI is investigating a 
hack of its computer network, in 
an isolated incident that was now 

contained, the agency said. “The FBI is aware of the incident 
and is working to gain additional information,” the agency said 
in an emailed statement to Reuters, without providing further 
details. CNN, which first reported the incident citing people 

briefed on the matter, said FBI officials believe it involved computers at its New 
York office which were used to investigate child sexual exploitation.

Power, water return to 
cyclone-hit New Zealand cities

FBI investigates hack of 
its own computer network

Fox’s Murdoch called Trump stolen 
vote claims ‘crazy’: court docs

North Korea fires long-range missile 
after warning over military drills
Reuters | London

North Korea launched a 
long-range ballistic mis-

sile into the sea off Japan’s west 
coast yesterday after warning of 
a strong response to upcoming 
military drills by South Korea 
and the United States.

Japanese authorities said the 
missile plunged into waters in-
side Japan’s exclusive economic 
zone more than an hour after it 
was launched, suggesting the 
weapon was one of Pyongyang’s 
largest missiles.

Japanese Prime Minister Fu-
mio Kisihda said the missile ap-
peared to have been ICBM-class, 
referring to an intercontinental 
ballistic missile. He told a brief-
ing Japan strongly condemned 
the launch, calling it a threat to 
the international community.

Defence Minister Yasukazu 
Hamada said the missile ap-
peared to have a range of more 
than 14,000 km (8,700 miles) 
- sufficient to reach the U.S. 
mainland.

Tokyo said there were no im-
mediate reports of damage to 
ships or aircraft.

In South Korea, which de-
nounced the launch as a “clear 
breach of U.N. Security Council 
resolutions”, the joint chiefs of 
staff said the missile had flown 
about 900 km (560 miles) be-
fore splashing into the sea.

North Korea’s first missile 
firing since Jan. 1 came af-
ter Pyongyang threatened on 
Friday an “unprecedentedly 
persistent, strong” response 

as South Korea and the United 
States gear up for annual mili-
tary exercises as part of efforts 

to fend off the North’s growing 
nuclear and missile threats.

Following yesterday’s launch, 
South Korea’s National Security 
Council convened a meeting 
and agreed to increase cooper-
ation on security with Wash-
ington and Japan.

The U.S. Indo-Pacific Com-
mand said in a statement that 
U.S. commitments to the de-
fence of Japan and South Korea 
“remain ironclad”.

“While we have assessed that 
this event does not pose an im-
mediate threat to U.S. person-
nel, or territory, or to our allies, 
we will continue to monitor the 
situation,” the statement added.

Nuclear-armed North Korea 
fired an unprecedented num-
ber of missiles last year, includ-
ing ICBMs that are capable of 
striking anywhere in the United 
States, while resuming prepa-
rations for its first nuclear test 
since 2017.

Six dead as gunman goes on 
rampage in small Mississippi town

Reuters | Arkabutla

A gunman went on a rampage 
in a small Mississippi town on 

Friday, killing his ex-wife and five 
other people in three locations 
before sheriff ’s deputies arrested 
him, the county sheriff and wit-
nesses said.

The bloodshed occurred in Ark-
abutla, a rural hamlet of fewer 
than 300 people in Tate County 
in northern Mississippi, about 40 
miles (60 km) south of Memphis, 
Tennessee.

The gunman, identified as Rich-
ard Dale Crum, 51, was charged 
with first-degree murder, Tate 
County Sheriff Brad Lance told 
reporters.

President Joe Biden condemned 
the shooting and urged Congress 
to enact gun control including 
background checks, an assault 
weapons ban and requiring the 
safe storage of guns.

“Jill and I are mourning for the 
six killed in today’s violence in 
Tate County, Mississippi - as we 
have for far too many Americans,” 
Biden said in a statement, refer-
ring to his wife.

Investigators had yet to as-
certain a motive, but Lance said 

they would start by examining 
the suspect’s relationship with 
his ex-wife.

Authorities first received a call 
about a shooting at a gas station 
convenience store, and before 
deputies arrived they received 
another call about a second 
shooting at a nearby home, Lance  
said.

One man was shot dead at the 
store. A woman, later determined 
to be Crum’s ex-wife, was found 
dead at the home, Lance said.

Deputies tracked down the sus-
pect in the driveway of another 
home and arrested him without a 
struggle, Lance said. That turned 
out to be Crum’s home, and dep-
uties found four more bodies: two 
were behind the home and two in 
the roadway, Lance said.

Stock image of a man being 
examined by a doctor

A TV screen shows a file image of North Korea’s missile launch during a news 
program at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea

Warm water melts weak spots on Antarctica’s ‘Doomsday Glacier,’ say scientists
Reuters | Mexico City

Scientists studying Antarcti-
ca’s vast Thwaites Glacier 

- nicknamed the Doomsday Gla-
cier - say warm water is seeping 
into its weak spots, worsening 
melting caused by rising tem-
peratures, two papers published 
in Nature journal showed.

Thwaites, which is roughly 
the size of Florida, represents 
more than half a meter (1.6 
feet) of global sea level rise po-
tential, and could destabilize 
neighbouring glaciers that have 
the potential to cause a further 
three-meter (9.8-foot) rise.

As part of the International 
Thwaites Glacier collaboration 
- the biggest field campaign ever 
attempted in Antarctica - a team 

of 13 U.S. and British scientists 
spent about six weeks on the 
glacier in late 2019 and early 
2020. Using an underwater 
robot vehicle known as Icefin, 

mooring data and sensors, they 
monitored the glacier’s ground-
ing line, where ice slides off the 
glacier and meets the ocean for 
the first time.

In one of the papers, led by 
Cornell University-based scien-
tist Britney Schmidt, research-
ers found that warmer water 
was making its way into crevass-
es and other openings known as 
terraces, causing sideways melt 
of 30 meters (98 feet) or more 
per year.

A man stands next to the vehicle of the victim of a shooting outside a gas station 
convenience store in Arkabutla, Mississippi

The Thwaites Glacier in Antarctica is seen in this undated NASA image

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un reacts as he watches sport games in 
Pyongyang, North Korea

An illustration shows a perfectly spherical explosion, called a kilonova

People look at damaged buildings and piles of rubble in the aftermath of a deadly 
earthquake in Kahramanmaras

India welcomes 12 cheetahs from South Africa
AFP | New Delhi

India welcomed 12 cheetahs 
from South Africa yester-

day that will join eight others 
it received from Namibia last 
year as part of an ambitious 
drive to reintroduce the big 
cats in the country after 70  
years.

An aircraft carrying the chee-
tahs landed at Gwalior Air Force 
base, the Press Trust of India 
news agency reported. The cats 
will then be flown in helicopters 
to Kuno National Park in India’s 
Madhya Pradesh state, where 
they will be released into quar-
antine enclosures.

In January, India said it 
planned to import 12 cats annu-
ally for the next eight to 10 years 
as part of an agreement signed 
by the two African countries.

Cheetah populations in most 
countries are declining. South 
Africa, where the cats are run-
ning out of space, is an excep-
tion.

The eight cheetahs flown 
from Namibia were released 

into the sprawling Kuno Na-
tional Park in central India in 
September.

Cheetahs were once wide-
spread in India but became ex-
tinct in 1952 from hunting and 
loss of habitat. They remain the 

first and only predator to die out 
since India’s independence in 
1947. India hopes that import-
ing African cheetahs will aid 
efforts to conserve the country’s 
threatened and largely neglect-
ed grasslands.

North Korea’s ballistic 
missile and nuclear 

weapons programmes 
are banned under 

UN Security Council 
resolutions, but 

Pyongyang says its 
weapons development 
is necessary to coun-
ter “hostile policies” 

by Washington and its 
allies

KNOW WHAT

Jill and I are mourning 
for the six killed in 

today’s violence in Tate 
County, Mississippi - as 

we have for far too many 
Americans

JOE BIDEN

Warm water is getting 
into the weakest parts 

of the glacier and 
making it worse. That 

is the kind of thing 
we should all be very 

concerned about
RESEARCHER BRITNEY SCHMIDT

Cheetah populations 
in most countries are 
declining. South Afri-
ca, where the cats are 
running out of space, 

is an exception

KNOW WHAT

The existence of 
kilonova explosions 

was proposed in 1974 
and confirmed in 

2013, but what they 
looked like was un-

known until this one 
was detected in 2017 
and studied inten-

sively

While many interna-
tional rescue teams 

have left the vast 
quake zone, domestic 

teams continued 
to search through 

flattened buildings yes-
terday hoping to find 
more survivors who 

defied the odds

KNOW WHAT

356 1600 1878 1942 1945
Emperor 
Constantius 
II shuts all 
heathen temples

Peruvian stratovolcano Huay-
naputina explodes in the most 
violent eruption in South 
American recorded history

Thomas Edison is 
granted a patent 
for his gramophone 
(phonograph)

About 150 Japa-
nese warplanes 
attack the Austral-
ian city of Darwin

US 5th Fleet launches 
invasion of Iwo Jima 
against the Japanese 
with 30,000 US Marines

C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R

The event took 
place in celebration of 
a major holiday called 
the Day of the Shining 

Star in North Korea

A cheetah lies inside a transport cage before traveling to India (file photo)


