
LIFE IS LIKE RIDING A BICYCLE. TO 
KEEP YOUR BALANCE, YOU MUST 
KEEP MOVING
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Happy Father’s Day to 
all the dads work-

ing to help raise their 
children—and all our 
children—to be honora-
ble, generous, and kind.

@JoeBiden

Today, I met with 
People’s Republic of 

China State Councilor 
and Foreign Minister 
Qin Gang in Beijing and 
discussed how we can 
responsibly manage the 
relationship between our 
two countries through 
open channels of com-
munication.

@SecBlinken

I congratulate Gita Press, 
Gorakhpur on being 

conferred the Gandhi 
Peace Prize 2021. They 
have done commendable 
work over the last 100 
years towards furthering 
social and cultural trans-
formations among the 
people. 

@RishiSunak

For every dollar the 
fossil fuel industry 

spent on drilling & ex-
ploration last year, only 
4 cents went to clean en-
ergy & carbon capture 
—combined. The world 
needs the industry to ap-
ply its massive resources 
to drive —not obstruct —
the global move from fos-
sil fuels to renewables.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u President Emmanuel 
Macron’s new special envoy for 
Lebanon heads to Beirut in the coming 
week as France seeks a new push to 
end a political crisis that has left the 
country without a president for over 
half a year, a diplomatic source said 
yesterday. Former foreign minister 
Jean-Yves Le Drian, appointed by 
Macron to the role earlier this month, is to 
fly to Beirut on Wednesday, the source told 
AFP, asking not to be named. Another source 
close to the issue also said Le Drian would 
leave on Wednesday but it was not clear how 
long he would stay in Beirut or who he would 
meet. His visit comes after Lebanese lawmakers last week failed for a 12th time to 
elect a new president, an impasse that is causing increasing exasperation in Paris 
as the country faces an economic and financial crisis. Macron and Saudi Arabia’s 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman after talks on Friday called for a “rapid end 
to the institutional political vacuum in Lebanon”.

u Yemen’s government and Iran-backed Huthi rebels are locked in talks 
in Jordan to set the ground for a possible prisoner 
exchange, a Red Cross official said yesterday.  The 
negotiations since Friday in the Jordanian capital 
Amman are overseen by the office of the UN special 
envoy to Yemen and the International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC), said Jessica Moussan, ICRC’s 
media adviser for the Middle East. They are meeting 

“together with... parties to the conflict in Yemen to 
address issues pertaining to negotiations on a future 
release operation”, she told AFP. On Friday, the UN 
envoy’s office said the Amman talks were a follow-up to 
an agreement stuck by the two sides in Stockholm five 

years ago.

u Pope Francis led Angelus prayers at Saint 
Peter’s Square in the Vatican on Sunday before 
thousands of pilgrims, just days after undergoing a 
hernia operation. Francis expressed his gratitude to 
those who had sent him messages of support during 
his stay at Rome’s Gemelli hospital as he spent 10 days 
convalescing. “I want to express my gratitude for the 
affection, the concern, the friendship” expressed in 
those messages of support, the Argentine pontiff said, 
following his third stay in hospital in the past two years. 
“This human support has been a great help and comfort 
to me,” said Francis to cheers and applause from the thousands assembled in the 
square. The 86-year-old has suffered a series of health issues since his election 
in 2013, from hip problems, knee pain and weight gain, to an inflamed colon and 
respiratory infection.

Yemen rivals 
discuss possible 
prisoner swap 
in Jordan: Red 

Cross

Pope leads 
Vatican prayers 
after surgery

Macron envoy 
heads to Lebanon in 
bid to end crisis

L E G A L  V I E W P O I N T

DR ABDELGADIR WARSAMA GHALIB

Legalising internet 
banking and control 
of cyber crimes

The electronic 
evolution in the 

information 
technology 

necessitates an 
urgent evolution 

and revolution in all 
related legislations 

and laws

Internet transactions are increasing around the clock every-
where. The fruitful useful impact of the internet usage has 
been proved, no doubt, in many electronic transactions 

including Internet banking. 
Needless to say, the Internet banking depend to a large extent 

on the output of electronic software that requires proper utili-
zation and implementation of the internet and its related fields

One of the main infrastructures needed, for the new techno-
logical services, is the legal platform and the legal framework 
that should be cemented carefully, with due diligence and 
professionalism, taking into account the experience of other 
advanced jurisdictions.

The e-banking will effectively enhance the expansion of 
business entities. However, we have to admit that Internet 
banking transactions are still facing some legal, commercial and 
logistical problems as, the payments system is still facing some 
practical difficulties, additional cost for freight, customs duties, 
insurance charges and postage, some companies may be out of 
competition because they are unable to display their products 
in an attractive way, many commercial entities or individuals 
are still facing computer literacy, some of the software compa-
nies inventing required Internet programs are facing certain 
legal litigation.

Above points explain that 
Internet banking is not with-
out its share of obstacles. 
Some of these obstacles raise 
a call for positive legal steps 
to be taken, so as to prepare 
a healthy legal environment 
for such projects.  

IT is facing certain crimi-
nal acts such as trespassing, 
hacking, robbery, theft, for-
gery, criminal misappropria-
tion etc. These criminal acts 
and new cyber-crimes have 
increased dramatically.

Legally speaking, are we 
prepared to face such mod-
ern crimes? Do we have clear-cut definitions to what is 
known now as electronic or cyber-crimes? Do we have 
enough cybersecurity? As a matter of fact the relevant 
criminal laws, in most Countries, are not referring nor includ-
ing clear-cut definitions to cover such modern sophisticated 
electronic crimes related to Internet banking. The absence of 
clear definitions in the law for such misdeeds or crimes, could 
lead to ambiguity and doubts that could be taken to the benefit 
of criminal suspects.

According to the basic constitutional and legal principles 
there shall be no crime without a law and, also, no penalty 
without committing a criminal act according to the law. Taking 
these constitutional and legal principles in consideration, we 
strongly say that new laws should be issued to cover the new 
cyber-crimes that could happen due to the usage of new tech-
nologies that could be used according to the spread of e-banking 
projects. We need to fill-in the gaps by issuing modified laws, 
or new special laws to give proper technical definitions to such 
new electronic crimes, and at the same time, to provide for pen-
alties according to the gravity of the crime committed. Issuing 
such laws or modifying the existing legislations will certainly 
create a healthy environment for e-banking transactions and 
all related services.

As a matter of fact, we could notice that banks are striving in 
electronising most of their banking transactions with the aim 
of giving modern, easy and fast services to their customers and 
the community. However, we have to say that there are certain 
legal issues or, if we could say, legal problems that could affect 
the natural process of the Internet banking and its normal 
development.

The electronic evolution in the information technology 
necessitates an urgent evolution and revolution in all related 
legislations and laws so as to fill the gaps to legalize the new 
electronic transactions and to face the new cybersecurity 
dangers.

Loose security measures would, certainly, threaten the pro-
cess of Internet banking and all e-transactions. Cyber crimes 
and other similar white-collar crimes should be well defined 
along with the required cybersecurity measures and stringent 
penalties to combat such crimes. 

Greece is one of the main routes into 
the European Union for refugees 

and migrants from the Middle 
East, Asia and Africa. Last month 

the Greek government came under 
international criticism over video 

reportedly showed the forceful 
expulsion of migrants who were set 

adrift at sea.

KNOW WHAT

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author 
and do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Daily 
Tribune)

AWARSAMA@WARSAMLC.COM

People walk among scattered objects in the market of El Geneina, the capital 
of West Darfur

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken (L) and 
China’s Foreign Minister Qin Gang greet each 
other ahead of a meeting at the Diaoyutai 
State Guesthouse in Beijing

Iraq unveils ancient stone 
tablet returned by Italy 

Baghdad

Iraq unveiled yesterday a 
2,800-year-old stone tab-

let returned by Italy, as the 
war-ravaged country works to 
recover from abroad antiqui-
ties looted from its territory. 

The tablet -- whose text is 
written in cuneiform, the Bab-
ylonian alphabet -- bears the 
insignia of Shalmaneser III, 
the Assyrian king who ruled 
the region of Nimrod, in pres-
ent-day northern Iraq, from 
858 to 823 BC. 

The circumstances sur-
rounding the tablet’s arrival 
in Italy remain unclear, but the 
Italian authorities handed it 
over to Iraqi President Abdul 
Latif Rashid during a visit to 
Bologna over the past week. 

“I would like to thank the 
Italian officials for their efforts 
and cooperation in bringing 
back this piece,” Rashid said 
during a ceremony Sunday at 
a Baghdad presidential palace 
to hand the artefact over to the 
national museum. 

The tablet had arrived in the 
1980s in Italy, where it was 
seized by police, said Laith Ma-
jid Hussein, director of Bagh-
dad’s council of antiquities and 
heritage. 

Iraqi  Culture Minister 
Ahmed Fakak al-Badrani said 
the circumstances behind its 
discovery were unclear. 

“Perhaps (it was found) dur-
ing archaeological excavations 
or during work on the Mosul 
dam,” Iraq’s biggest built in the 
1980s, he said. 

A 2,800-year-old stone tablet is presented during a press conference in 
Baghdad, after it was handed over by the Italian authorities to the Iraqi 
president during his recent visit to Bologna

Pakistani migrant’s final call home foretold Greek tragedy
• Authorities in 
Europe still have no 
clear idea how many 
people were aboard 
the boat when it sank

• Estimates range 
from 400 to over 700

Muzaffarabad

Before 21-year-old Pakistani 
Muhammad Akash boarded 

a rickety fishing trawler in Lib-
ya on a journey he hoped would 
take him to a brighter future in 
Europe, he contacted his family 
one last time.

“He made a heartfelt phone call 
to his brother, urging the family 
to pray for him as he embarked 
on what he acknowledged to be 
a perilous journey,” his uncle 
Amanat Ali told AFP Sunday after 
learning Akash was one of hun-
dreds who drowned off the coast 
of Greece on Wednesday.

Authorities in Europe still have 
no clear idea how many people 

were aboard the boat when it sank 
-- estimates range from 400 to 
over 700 -- but likely hundreds 
came from Pakistan, and many 
from Pakistan-administered 
Kashmir.

Four of Akash’s friends from 
the town of Khuiratta were also 
aboard, but only two survived. 
They had the grim task of break-
ing the news to his family.

The uncle told AFP that Akash 
started his journey three months 
ago.He had been in regular con-
tact with two other friends who 

had already made their way to 
Italy by similar means, and he 
wanted to follow them.

‘Severe punishment’
On Sunday Pakistan officials 

said 10 suspected human traffick-
ers had been arrested, and Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif vowed 
“severe punishment” for those 
involved in the trade.

Pakistan is in economic free-
fall. A dire downturn has drained 
dollar reserves, spurred runaway 
inflation and caused widespread 

factory closures.
The desperate situation is cre-

ating an incentive for Pakistanis 
to take perilous, illegal routes to 
Europe. Akash’s father passed 
away 12 years ago, leaving him to 
assist his older brother in man-
aging the family-owned catering 
business in Khuiratta.

“He became fascinated by the 
enhanced living standards of the 
local residents whose families 
had established roots in Europe,” 
said Ali. 

“The family isn’t impoverished, 

rather it is the lack of faith in the 
system among the youth in the 
area that is leading them to con-
sider leaving the country.”

Ali said the family clubbed to-
gether to pay an agent two million 
rupees (around $7,000) to organ-
ise his journey, which started 
with a flight to Dubai, onwards 
to Egypt, and finally to Libya.

Then on Monday came the call 
when he shared fears of the boat 
journey ahead. “Despite our at-
tempts to dissuade him, he re-
mained adamant,” Ali said.

A view taken from a rescue helicopter, of migrants onboard a fishing vessel in the waters off the Peloponnese coast of Greece

Sailors stand on 
the sails of the 
Cuauhtemoc as 
the ship leaves 
Rouen during the 
Grand Parade, 
as the ships 
sail from Rouen 
to the ocean 
through the Seine 
river, during 
the Armada of 
old vessels and 
tall ships in 
Rouen, Capital 
of the northern 
French region of 
Normandy

Sailing
history

His 
executions 

included military 
officers found 

guilty of plotting a 
1975 coup and of killing 
the country’s founding 
leader, who is the father 

of current prime 
minister Sheikh 

Hasina.

Jailed Bangladesh hangman freed after      sentence cut for kills 
AFP | Dhaka

A jailed Bangladeshi hangman 
who executed more than two 

dozen fellow prisoners including 
killers and coup plotters in ex-
change for sentence reductions 
was released yesterday, officials 
said. 

Shahjahan Bhuiyan gained no-
toriety for putting 26 people to 
death during his time inside af-
ter he highlighted to officials his 
skills with a noose upon entering 
prison 32 years ago for murder. 

His executions included mili-
tary officers found guilty of plot-
ting a 1975 coup and of killing the 
country’s founding leader, who is 

the father of current prime minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina. 

“His jail sentence was reduced 
for hangings he carried out,” Ta-
nia Zaman, deputy chief of Dhaka 
Central Jail, told AFP, saying his 
executions numbered 26 while 
incarcerated. 

Among those he hanged were 
top Islamist leader Ali Ahsan 
Mujahid and opposition stalwart 
Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury 
after both were charged with war 
crimes, according to another jail 
official who spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

In 2007 he also hanged Sid-
dique Islam, alias Bangla Bhai, an 
Islamist leader of the outlawed 

Jamayetul Mujahideen Bangla-
desh, which led a nationwide 
bombing campaign two years 
earlier, the official added. 

The 74-year-old defended his 
acts, saying it helped him cut his 
sentence. 

“If I didn’t hang them, some-
one else will do it,” Bhuiyan said. 

“Even if I feel sympathetic 
towards him, as a convict, I 
am bound to do it.” 

Bangladesh inher-
ited capital punish-
ment from its British 
colonial rulers, and 
has executed nearly 
500 people since in-
dependence from Pa-

kistan in 1971. 
Human rights 

groups say more 
t h a n  2 , 0 0 0 
prisoners are 
on death row, 

including hun-
dreds of Islamist 

extremists and bor-
der guard muti-

neers convicted 
of murdering 

senior mili-
tary officers.

The na-
tion is one 
of a hand-
ful that still 
c a r r y  o u t 

death sentences by hanging. 
All of Bangladesh’s execution-

ers are, like Bhuiyan, long-serving 
prisoners who have been selected 
and trained. 

Bhuiyan was first drafted in to 
execute Ershad Sikder in 2007, a 
mass murderer accused of killing 
24 people. 

“No matter what crime a per-
son does, when he is in front of 
death, you’ll feel some sympathy 
for him,” the lifelong bachelor 
told reporters. 

“I served a prison term for a 
long time... The authorities en-
sured my comfort and honoured 
me,” Bhuiyan added. 

“I had a good time.” 

US, China see path 
to more stable ties 
AFP | Beijing

The United States and China 
agreed yesterday to expand di-
alogue to try to bring relations 

back from historic lows, as Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken held what 
officials called candid talks on soaring 
tensions during a rare trip to Beijing. 

The highest-ranking US visitor to 
Beijing in nearly five years, Blinken 
spoke to his Chinese counterpart for 
seven and a half hours -- an hour more 
than expected -- at an ornate state villa, 
including over a banquet dinner. 

The two sides said Foreign Minister 
Qin Gang agreed to pay a return visit 
to Washington at a later date and that 
the two top diplomats would work 
together to expand flights between the 
world’s two largest economies.

Blinken stressed “the importance 
of diplomacy and maintaining open 
channels of communication across 
the full range of issues to reduce the 
risk of misperception and miscalcu-

lation”, State Department spokesman 
Matthew Miller said, calling the talks 
“candid, substantive and constructive”. 

Blinken will hold a second day of 
meetings today and address reporters 
before leaving. Behind closed doors, 
Qin told Blinken that relations be-
tween the United States and China “are 
at the lowest point since the establish-

ment of diplomatic relations”, 
according to state- run broad-
caster CCTV. 

“This does not conform to 
the fundamental interests of 
the two peoples, nor does it 
meet the common expecta-
tions of the international 
community,” Qin said dur-
ing the talks at the  ancient 
Diaoyutai gardens. 

But he issued a warning 
on Taiwan, the self-ruling 
democracy claimed by Bei-
jing, which has launched live-
fire military drills twice near 
the island since August in 
anger over actions by top US 
lawmakers. 

“The Taiwan issue is the 
core of China’s core inter-
ests, the most important 
issue in China-US relations 
and the most prominent 
risk,” Qin said. 

72-hour truce takes 
effect in Sudan

Khartoum

A 72-hour ceasefire between 
Sudan’s warring generals 

took effect yesterday to allow 
for the delivery of desperate-
ly needed aid to the country, 
on the eve of a humanitarian 
conference. 

The army led by Abdel Fat-
tah al-Burhan has since April 
15 been battling paramilitary 
forces commanded by his for-
mer deputy Mohamed Ham-
dan Daglo, after the two fell 
out in a bitter power struggle. 

Multiple truces have been 
agreed and broken in the war 
that has claimed the lives of 
more than 2,000 people and 
driven over two million from 
their homes, including at least 
528,000 who fled abroad. 

The latest ceasefire came 
into force at 6:00 am (0400 
GMT), with the mediators say-
ing the two sides had agreed to 
refrain from attacks and allow 
freedom of movement and the 
delivery of humanitarian aid. 

“The Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia and United States of 
America announce the agree-
ment of representatives of the 
Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) 
and the Rapid Support Forces 
(RSF) on a ceasefire through-
out Sudan for a period of 72 
hours,” the Saudi foreign min-
istry said. 

Witnesses in Khartoum said 
the situation was “calm”. 

The United Nations will on 
Monday host an international 
donors’ conference for Sudan 
in the Swiss city of Geneva. 

Mexico authorities find 129 migrants 
packed in cargo truck 
Mexico City

Mexican authorities found 
129 migrants packed into 

the back of a cargo truck, the 
National Institute of Migration 
said on Saturday. 

The “migrants from Guate-
mala, Honduras, El Salvador 
and India” were discovered 
on Friday night in the eastern 
state of Veracruz, it said in a 
statement. Mexico is in the 
middle of a heat wave that has 
killed at least eight people. 

The truck full of migrants 

was found in the town of 
Sayula de Aleman, where 
temperatures are forecast to 
hit 44 degrees Celsius (111 de-
grees Fahrenheit) on Sunday, 
according to the National Me-
teorological Service. 

The migration institute said 
51 migrants from Guatemala 
were returned to that country. 

Another 19 unaccompanied 
minors from Guatemala and 
Honduras were transferred to 
a special shelter and the rest 
were transferred to a migra-
tion station. 

Cyclone leaves 13 dead in Brazil 
Rio de Janeiro

A cyclone tore through 
southern Brazil killing 

at least 13 people and forcing 
thousands from their homes, 
authorities said yesterday. 

Authorities lowered the 
number of people declared 
missing amid the violent 
weather in Rio Grande do Sul 
state Thursday and Friday 
from 10 to four. 

Torrential rain and strong 
wind caused damage in dozens 
of towns in that state, includ-
ing its capital Porto Alegre, in 
the latest in a string of climate 
disasters in the South Ameri-
can country. 

The death toll rose to 13 with 
the discovery of two more bod-
ies in the town of Caraa, one of 
the hardest hit, the state civil 
defense agency said. 

A four month old baby is 

among the fatalities, local me-
dia said. They broadcast foot-
age of a car being swept into a 
cemetery by powerful winds. 

“The water came up to our 
waist inside the house. Thank 
God, the firemen arrived 
quickly and got us out on boats. 
It seemed like a nightmare,” 
a woman in the town of Sao 
Leopoldo told the newspaper 
Estadao, which did not give 
her name. 

Other people were evacuat-
ed by helicopter. 

A total of 3,713 people were 
left with damaged hous-
es, and 697 were evacuated 
from areas at risk from the  
cyclone.

Rio Grande do Sul Gover-
nor Eduardo Leite visited the 
worst-affected areas by heli-
copter on Saturday together 
with government and rescue 
officials.


