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HISTORY
Minamoto Yoritomo be-
comes Seii Tai Shogun and 
the de facto ruler of Japan

The Edirne Event: Turkish army 
removes Sultan Mustafa II, less-
ening the power of the sultans

“Mona Lisa” stolen from the 
Louvre by Vincenzo Perugia; 
recovered in 1913

Conservative coup in the Sovi-
et Union is crushed by popular 
resistance led by Boris Yeltsin 
in three days
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The health & well-be-
ing of billions of peo-

ple depends to a large 
degree on the urban 
environments in which 
they live & work. Wel-
come #Bucharest, #Cai-
ro, #Cordoba, #Dublin, 
#Manchester and #War-
saw to the Healthy Cities 
partnership.

@DrTedros

The climate crisis is 
a child rights crisis. 

Around 1 billion children 
live in countries that are 
at extremely high-risk to 
the effects of the climate 
emergency, according to 
@UNICEF. The time for 
#ClimateAction is now. 
Inaction is not an option.

@antonioguterres

Chaired UN Securi-
ty Council briefing 

related to Counter Ter-
rorism. The Council’s 
unanimous position on 
terrorism threats, includ-
ing from ISIL-Khorasan, 
is a clear message. Vital 
to display zero tolerance 
of terrorism, no double 
standards, no distinction.

@DrSJaishankar

India is fighting COV-
ID-19 with full vig-

our. The approval for 
world’s first DNA based 
‘ZyCov-D’ vaccine of @
ZydusUniverse is a tes-
timony to the innovative 
zeal of India’s scientists. 
A momentous feat in-
deed.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Facing backlash, foreign powers 
try to speed Afghanistan exodus
Chaos mounting again at airport as UN reports Taliban searching for Afghans who worked with foreign forces

• Western powers under 
fire over intelligence, 
evacuations

Reuters | Kabul

Foreign powers sought to 
hasten evacuations from 
Afghanistan yesterday af-

ter reports of Taliban reprisals, 
including against people who had 
worked with US-led forces or the 
previous Western-backed gov-
ernment.

More than 18,000 people have 
been flown out since the militants 
took the capital Kabul, according 
to transatlantic alliance NATO, but 
Western governments are fac-
ing criticism for not anticipating 
such a chaotic exodus or helping 
enough.

Thousands of desperate Af-
ghans clutching papers, chil-
dren and some belongings still 
thronged Kabul airport where 
gun-toting Taliban members 
urged those without travel docu-
ments to go home. In and around 
the airport, 12 people have been 
killed since Sunday, NATO and 
Taliban officials said.

Such was the turmoil that no 
nation really knows which plane 
its citizens are on, while some 
people were caught in Afghan-
istan on family visits, a Dutch 
minister said.

“As of today, those who may 
be in danger have no clear way 
out,” UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) spokesper-
son Shabia Mantoo said, urging 

neighbouring countries to keep 
borders open.

The speed with which the Is-
lamist group conquered Afghani-
stan, as foreign troops were with-
drawing, surprised even their own 
leaders and left power vacuums.

The Taliban called for unity, 
asking imams at Friday prayers 
to persuade people not to leave. 
Residents in Kabul and four other 
cities said attendance was low, 
though prayers passed off without 
incident.

However, a German civilian 
was wounded by a gunshot on the 
way to the airport before being 
evacuated, a German government 
spokesman said. And German 
broadcaster Deutsche Welle said 
Taliban fighters killed a relative 
of one of its reporters and badly 
wounded another in house-to-
house searches.

Some Afghans have reported 
being beaten and having homes 
raided, while others say they have 
received reassurances. Taliban 
spokespeople were not immedi-
ately available for comment.

Protests
A witness said several people 

were killed in the eastern city of 
Asadabad on Thursday when a 
protest was fired on by the Tal-
iban, who want to impose strict 
Islamic law. There were similar 
shows of defiance in two oth-
er eastern cities - Jalalabad and 
Khost - coinciding with celebra-
tions of the nation’s 1919 inde-
pendence from British control.

“The Taliban are facing the new 
reality of Afghanistan that Af-
ghans are not the same Afghans 
of 20 years ago,” Barakat Rahmati, 
Afghanistan deputy ambassador 

to Qatar, told Reuters.
“Afghans, inclusive of men and 

women, held protests in Kabul de-
spite a Taliban gun being pointed 
to them. They are holding pro-
tests against injustice. They are 
defending their identity and their 
flag.”

Washington has about 5,800 

soldiers controlling the airport 
but acknowledged it does not 
have a grip on how many US citi-
zens were in Afghanistan.

The United States was “la-
ser-focused” on “the potential 
for a terrorist attack” by a group 
such as Islamic State during the 
evacuation, White House security 
adviser Jake Sullivan said.

In Britain, media said several 
senior officials were on holiday 
as the Afghan debacle erupted 
and that spy chiefs may face a 
grilling over intelligence failings. 
Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab 
countered that the government 
had been working “tirelessly” on 
evacuations.

Germany said yesterday it was 
sending helicopters to help.

Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin said other countries should 
not impose their own values. Bei-
jing, too, said the world should 
support, not pressure, Afghan-
istan.

GoFundMe 
campaign raises 
$6mn for Afghan 
evacuation

AFP | Washington

A GoFundMe campaign 
to raise money for the 

evacuation of 300 vulner-
able Afghans fleeing the 
Taliban has raised over $6 
million, according to figures 
published Thursday.

The creator of the fund-
raising page, New York-
based Tommy Marcus, 
asked for funds to organize 
flights out of the country 
for Afghans who risk being 
targeted by the Taliban.

They include men and 
women who worked as 
human rights lawyers, LG-
BTQ activists, journalists, 
government liaisons and 
others, “all of whom are 
at imminent risk of being 
executed by the Taliban, 
along with their families,” 
the page said.

Marcus said he was work-
ing with aid groups, vet-
erans and activists on the 
ground in Kabul to plan the 
rescue operation.

Since its launch earlier 
this week, the campaign has 
received donations from 
over 106,000 people, with 
contributions ranging from 
$1 to $20,000, collecting $5 
million in the space of just 
one day.
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recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 285,831 16,647 235,317 33,867

Saudi 
Arabia

541,201 +458 8,458 +9 527,189 5,554

UAE 707,236 +1,070 2,014 +2 687,644 17,578

Kuwait 407,878 +226 2,401 +2 400,148 5,329

Oman 300,914 4,020 289,450 7,444

Qatar 230,442 +221 601 226,996 2,845

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 38,242,977 643,207

2 India 32,392,506 433,998

3 Brazil 20,494,212 572,733

4 Russia 6,705,523 174,485

5 France 6,557,356 113,103

6 UK 6,429,147 131,487

7 Turkey 6,177,092 54,107

8 Argentina 5,116,803 109,841

9 Colombia 4,880,516 123,901

10 Spain 4,758,003 83,004

11 Iran 4,616,516 100,810

12 Italy 4,471,225 128,683

13 Indonesia 3,950,304 123,981

14 Germany 3,858,609 92,451
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News in brief 
 u Human Rights 
Watch accused Brazilian 
President Jair Bolsonaro 

Thursday of violating the right to free speech by 
blocking critics on social media, where the far-right 
leader maintains a heavy presence. At least 176 
journalists, lawmakers, influencers, ordinary citizens and 
others deemed critical of the president have had their 
access to his accounts blocked, mostly on Twitter, the 
New York-based rights group said in a report. Bolsonaro 
“is trying to rid his social media accounts of people and 

institutions that disagree with him and turn them into spaces where only applause 
is allowed, part of a broader effort to silence or marginalize critics,” HRW’s Brazil 
director, Maria Laura Canineu, said in a statement

 u China passed a 
sweeping privacy law 
aimed at preventing 
businesses from collecting sensitive personal 
data yesterday, as the country faces an 
uptick in internet scams and Beijing targets 
tech giants hoovering up personal data. Under 
the new rules passed by China’s top legislative 
body, state and private entities handling personal 
information will be required to reduce data 
collection and obtain user consent.

 u Britain and the 
United States sanctioned 
seven Russian officials on 

the first anniversary of the near fatal poisoning of 
jailed Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny, which the West 
blames on Moscow. The individuals — all members of 
Russia’s domestic security service the FSB, successor to 
the KGB — are accused of planning or carrying out the 
Aug. 20, 2020 nerve agent attack. They now face asset 
freezes and travel bans under the sanctions..

 u The death toll from 
an attack on civilians and 
the military in northern 
Burkina Faso has risen to 80 people, the 
government said in a statement. The 
attack occurred on Wednesday when Islamist 
militants raided a civilian convoy that was 
being escorted by military police near the 
town of Arbinda, the latest in a spate of 
attacks across West Africa’s Sahel region this 
month. Fifty-nine civilians, six pro-government 
militiamen and 15 military police were killed, the government and the military 
said on Thursday. The initial death toll was put at 47 on Wednesday.

 u The Ugandan government said it had ordered more than 50 non-
governmental organisations to suspend operations, a major escalation 
of its efforts to tighten control over civil society. The 54 groups affected 
include the country’s most prominent rights organisation, Chapter Four, as well as 
charities, religious, environmental and electoral democracy groups. The shutdown 
was ordered “with immediate effect”, the National Bureau for NGOs, part of the 
ministry of internal affairs, said in a statement.

Brazil’s Bolsonaro blocking 
critics on social media: HRW 

UK, US sanction seven more 
Russians for Navalny poisoning 

China passes tough new 
online privacy law

Death toll from Burkina 
Faso attack rises to 80

US evacuation flight had record 823 passengers
AFP | Washington

The US military transport air-
craft shown in a now-iconic 

photograph jam-packed with 
Afghans fleeing the country’s 
Taliban takeover held a record 
823 passengers, the Pentagon 
said yesterday.

The US military’s Air Mobil-
ity Command said the original 
estimate of 640 Afghans, seated 
on the hard floor of the giant 
C-17 Globemaster III -- already 
more than double the normal 
capacity -- omitted children 
passengers.

The count was made based 
on the number of seats filled on 
the buses delivering the passen-
gers to the C-17 and left out all 
the children seated on laps, it 
said on Twitter.

Ultimately, the aircraft, 
which was headed to Qatar, 
“safely transported 823 Afghan 
citizens from Hamid Karzai 
International Airport Aug. 15, 
2021. This is a record for this 
aircraft,” it said.

The command did not say 
how many crew were on the 
flight.

According to the publication 
Defense One, the pressure of 
Afghans trying to leave on Sun-
day forced the crew to make the 

call on departing, even though 
the passengers were not man-
ifested.

“We have women and chil-
dren and people’s lives at stake, 
it’s not about capacity or rules 
and regulations -- it’s about 
the training and the directives 
that we were able to handle 
to make sure we could safely 
and effectively get that many 
people out,” Lieutenant Colo-
nel Eric Kut, who was mission 
commander for the flight, told 
the journal.

The transports are usually 
used for heavy equipment or 
a few hundred troops carrying 
large packs of their own weap-
ons and belongings.

UAE to temporarily host 5,000 Afghans at US request
Reuters | Dubai

The United Arab Emirates 
has agreed to host 5,000 Af-

ghan nationals to be evacuated 
from their country for 10 days 
on their way to a third coun-
try at the request of the Unit-
ed States, the Gulf Arab state’s 
foreign ministry said yesterday. 

“The evacuees will travel to 
the UAE from the Afghan capital 
of Kabul on US aircraft in the 
coming days,” the ministry said 
in a statement carried by state 
news agency WAM.

The foreign ministry told 

Reuters they would be hosted 
for 10 days.

The UAE has so far facilitated 
the evacuation of 8,500 people 

from Afghanistan on its aircraft 
and through its airports, it said.

The announcement came 
after US officials told Reuters 
Washington was expected to 
announce that countries in Eu-
rope and the Middle East have 
agreed to temporarily shelter 
people evacuated from Kabul 
as its base in Qatar reached ca-
pacity.

A Qatari official told Reuters 
the Gulf Arab state was “con-
tinuing our efforts to evacuate 
people from Afghanistan. Ad-
ditional flights are scheduled 
during the upcoming days.”

Forest soaked with sculptures grow underwater in the Mediterranean Sea off Cyprus
• The newly opened 
Museum of Underwater 
Sculpture in Cyprus 
consists of 93 sculptures 
by renowned artist 
Jason deCaires Taylor

CNN | Nicosia

The artist behind the world’s 
first underwater sculpture 

park has just unveiled his latest 
subaquatic project -- a spectacu-
lar sunken forest located off the 
coast of Pernera beach in Ayia 
Napa, Cyprus.

The Museum of Underwater 
Sculpture in Cyprus (Musan), 
which cost €1 million ($1.1 mil-
lion) to bring to life, is made up of 
93 sculptures by Jason deCaires 
Taylor, whose previous work in-
cludes the Molinere Bay Under-
water Sculpture Park in Grenada 
and Mexico’s Isla Mujeres Na-
tional Marine Park.

Taylor aims to put the spotlight 
on “rewilding our natural spaces” 
and “reforesting areas of barren 
habitat” through the installation, 
which explores the relationship 
between man and nature.

Human impact

Some of the figures featured 
include huge trees weighing up to 
13 tons as well as children point-
ing cameras at shapes depicting 
the human race while playing 
hide and seek.

“I tried to incorporate as many 
references to climate change and 
habitat loss and pollution as I 
could, because those are really 
the defining issues of our era,” 
Taylor tells CNN Travel.

“I’m kind of hoping that it 
leaves the visitor with a sense of 
hope along with a sense that the 
human impact isn’t always nega-
tive. That we can reverse some of 

the things we’ve done.
“But I also hope that it instills 

some other messages about hold-
ing genes and corporations re-
sponsible. It’s really about safe-
guarding the future of the young-
er generation.”

Each of the sculptures, which 
were lowered below the surface 
by crane, were made with inert 
pH neutral materials that attract 
marine life and have been placed 
at different depths, so that the 
biodiversity of the area may be 
“enriched” by their presence over 
time.

Submerged art
“They’re designed to sort of 

let natural growth settle on the 
substrate,” explains Taylor. “After 
five or six days, I could already 
see a thin film of algae on each of 
the heads of the sculptures, which 
have these quite complex habitat 
areas, and they were already full 
with little juvenile fish.

“So that was very, very encour-
aging. I’m really looking for-
ward to going back in a couple of 
months time and seeing how it 
aggregates marine life.”

Taylor spent two to three years 
working on Musan, which had 
been due to open last year, but 
the launch was delayed due to the 
global pandemic.

“We started building the pro-

ject in Cyprus in March last year,” 
says Taylor. “So we probably 
chose the worst time possible.

“We had a lot of difficulties 
with changing flights, organizing 
materials and moving everything. 
It’s certainly been one of the most 
challenging projects that I’ve ever 
done.”

Challenging project
The museum actually begins 

on land, with a physical entrance 
on Pernera beach and a pathway 
leading towards a descent point 
with a floating platform that leads 
down to the submerged sculp-
tures.

Musan is accessible to both di-

vers and snorkelers, and Taylor 
hopes that it will lure more visi-
tors to this marine protected area 
of Cyprus, which he describes as 
having “some of the best visibility 
I’ve ever been in.”

“It’s obviously very different 
from other places,” he explains. 
“It’s not a tropical region, where 
we have coral reefs and all the 
habitat that that brings, it’s more 
of a temperate area.

“So it will attract different spe-
cies of marine life, and it’s one of 
the first pieces I’ve done where 
the works go from the seabed up 
to the sea surface, with floating 
elements.

“The floating trees move quite 
a lot in the current -- they go very, 
very close to the surface.”

Living visual experience
One of the sculptures have 

been strategically placed so that 
it’s looking out onto the barren 
stretch of sand along the waters 
of the Mediterranean, considered 
the world’s most over fished sea.

“It’s meant to convey that we 

need to look after these protect-
ed areas massively and we need 
to talk about policing them in 
a much, much tighter way,” he 
adds.

Musan is a joint collaboration 
between the Department of Fish-
eries and Marine Research, the 
Ayia Napa municipality and the 
Ministry of Tourism.

“The underwater museum will 
be a living visual and ecological 
experience, with works of art in-
teracting with nature and evolv-
ing over time,” Marina Argyrou, 
director of the Department of 
Fisheries and Marine Research 
said during a statement at the 

launch of the project last month.

Environmental art
“And I’m certain it will bring 

people closer to the marine en-
vironment and the conservation 
and protection of our marine eco-
system.”

Visits to the museum can be 
booked via local dive centers.

Taylor’s work is primarily fo-
cused on promoting ocean con-
servation and highlighting the 
impact of climate change.

He’s currently working on new 
exhibits for Australia’s Museum 
of Underwater Art in Towns-
ville, northern Queensland on 
the Great Barrier Reef, which has 
lost half of its corals over the past 
two decades, as well as a future 
exhibit to be based in the Red  
Sea.

Taylor says he’s also been in 
talks with the Grenadian gov-
ernment about the possibility of 
creating some new underwater 
installation on the island where 
he launched his first such project 
back in 2006.

The artist launched an un-
derwater museum consisting of 
six portrait sculptures weighing 
around 10 tons in France near 
Cannes earlier this year.

UAE flag flies over a boat at Dubai 
Marina, Dubai, United Arab Emirates

Afghans wait to board a US 
military aircraft to leave 
Afghanistan at the airport in 
Kabul

A US Air Force C-17 Globemaster III flies Afghans fleeing the Taliban

Evacuees from Afghanistan disembark a Spanish military plane as part of their 
evacuation at Al Maktoum International Airport (DWC) in Dubai

A baby is handed over to the American army over the perimeter wall of the airport 
for it to be evacuated, in Kabul

I tried to incorporate 
as many references 
to climate change 

and habitat loss and 
pollution as I could, 

because those are really 
the defining issues of our 

era. I’m kind of hoping 
that it leaves the visitor 

with a sense of hope 
along with a sense that 
the human impact isn’t 

always negative. That we 
can reverse some of the 

things we’ve done
JASON DECAIRES TAYLOR

We have women and 
children and people’s 
lives at stake, it’s not 

about capacity or rules 
and regulations -- it’s 

about the training and 
the directives that we 

were able to handle 
to make sure we could 
safely and effectively 
get that many people 

out
LIEUTENANT COLONEL ERIC KUT, MISSION 

COMMANDER FOR THE FLIGHT

US has about 5,800 
soldiers controlling 
the airport but ac-
knowledged it does 

not have a grip on how 
many citizens were in 

Afghanistan
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