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Madras (now Chennai), India, 
founded by the British East India 
Company on sliver of land bought 
from local Nayak rulers

English Civil War begins between 
Royalists and Parliament

 First Geneva Convention adopted in 
Geneva “for the Amelioration of the Con-
dition of the Wounded in Armies in the 
Field” signed by 12 nations

Vietnam conflict begins as Ho 
Chi Minh leads a successful coup
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The future of  the 
A m e r i c a n - m a d e, 

union-made automobile 
industry is electric. And 
we’re getting there by 
making some pretty hot 
cars and trucks along the 
way.

@POTUS

Yesterday, I present-
ed the U.S. instru-

ments of ratification for 
Sweden and Finland’s @
NATO accession to the 
Depositary for the North 
Atlantic Treaty, the fi-
nal step in our process 
to have these important 
partners become vital 
NATO Allies.

@SecBlinken

Wishing my friend 
Prime Minister 

Fumio Kishida a speedy 
recovery from COVID-19. 
@JPN_PMO @kishida230

@narendramodi

After the initial shock 
of a terrorist attack, 

victims often feel aban-
doned or forgotten. As 
we mark #VictimsOfT-
errorism Day, we must 
ensure that they are 
supported by amplifying 
their voices, protecting 
their rights, and seeking 
justice.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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600,699,459

6,471,482

574,841,002

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+470,327

+719

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 515,645 24,613 442,182 48,850

Saudi 
Arabia

812,624 +74 9,277 +1 799,691 3,656

UAE 1,009,776 +660 2,341 988,147 19,288

Kuwait 656,393 2,562 653,046 785

Oman 397,574 4,260 384,669 8,645

Qatar 423,772 +654 681 418,191 4,900

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 95,331,020 1,065,555

2 India 44,339,429 527,332

3 France 34,339,792 153,501

4 Brazil 34,279,785 682,560

5 Germany 31,808,179 146,504

6 UK 23,460,787 187,018

7 S. Korea 22,240,331 26,044

8 Italy 21,630,998 174,659

9 Russia 19,117,343 383,560

10 Japan 16,921,653 36,780

11 Turkey 16,671,848 100,400

12 Spain 13,314,764 112,128

13 Vietnam 11,383,819 43,105

14 Australia 9,912,866 13,356

G l o b a l  t a l l y

C O V I D - 1 : 9  C o u n t r i e s  w o r s t  a f f e c t e d

Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u  The governor of Indiana 
arrived in Taipei yesterday, becoming 
the latest US official to visit Taiwan 
and defying pressure from China 
for such trips not to happen. China, 
which claims democratically-governed 
Taiwan as its own territory despite the 
Taipei government’s strong objections, 
has been carrying out war games and 
drills near Taiwan since U.S. House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi made a two-day visit to Taipei 
earlier this month. Last week a second 
group of U.S. lawmakers visited Taiwan. 
Governor Eric Holcomb tweeted that he 
would also be visiting South Korea, while 
Taiwan’s presidential office said he would meet President Tsai Ing-wen on Monday 
morning. “I’m energised to spend this week building new relationships, reinforcing 
long time ones and strengthening key sector partnerships with Taiwan and South 
Korea,” Holcomb tweeted.

u Russia said yesterday that its Kalibr missiles had destroyed an 
ammunition depot containing missiles for US-made HIMARS rocket in Ukraine’s 
southeastern Odesa region, while Kyiv said a granary had been hit. Russia’s 

defence ministry said sea-based Kalibr missiles had 
destroyed a depot that also housed Western-made 
anti-aircraft systems. A spokesman for Odesa’s regional 
administration said two missiles had been shot down over 
the sea, but that three had struck agricultural targets. There 
were no casualties, the spokesman, Serhiy Bratchuk, said 

on Telegram. An explosives expert and investigators were working at the granary, 
he said.

u Taiwan’s defence ministry said 12 Chinese aircraft and five Chinese 
ships were detected operating around Taiwan on Sunday, including five aircraft 
that crossed the Taiwan Strait median line, as Beijing continued military activities 
near the island. China 
has been carrying out 
drills near Taiwan, 
which it claims as 
Chinese territory 
despite strong 
objections from the 
government in Taipei, since earlier this month following a visit to the island by 
U.S. House of Representatives speaker Nancy Pelosi.

u Japan is considering the deployment of 1,000 long-range cruise 
missiles to boost its counterattack capability against China, the Yomiuri 
newspaper reported yesterday.  The missiles would be existing arms modified 
to extend their range from 100 km (62 miles) to 1,000 km, the daily said, citing 
government sources. The arms, launched by ships or aircraft, would be stationed 
mainly around the southern Nansei islands and capable of reaching the coastal 
areas of North Korea and China, the Yomiuri said. Representatives from Japan’s 

foreign ministry did not immediately respond to a 
request for comment on the report. Japan, which 
interprets its war-renouncing postwar constitution 
to mean it may use its military only for self-
defense, has stepped up its military spending and 
taken a more assertive strategy in recent years. But 
it has refrained from deploying long-range missiles, 

among its limits on weapons that can strike targets on foreign soil. 

Russian 
missiles strike 
Ukraine’s 
Odesa region

Taiwan says 
five Chinese 
aircraft crossed 
Taiwan Strait 

median line

Japan 
considers deploying 
long-range missiles 
to counter China, 

Yomiuri reports

Indiana governor 
latest US official to 
visit Taiwan 

Darya Dugina, who also went by the surname 
Platonova and was reported by Russian state 
media to be 30 years old, broadly supported her 
father’s ideas and appeared on state TV in her 
own right to offer support for Russia’s actions in 
Ukraine.

KNOW WHAT

Somali security officers drive past a section 
of Hotel Hayat, the scene of an al Qaeda-
linked al Shabaab group militant attack in 
Mogadishu, Somalia

Police officers stand guard near 
Hayat Hotel, the scene of an al Qaeda-
linked al Shabaab group militant 
attack, in Mogadishu, Somalia

Police and military officials comb the 
scene of an al Qaeda-linked al Shabaab 
group militant attack, in Mogadishu, 
Somalia

Somali forces end 30-hour hotel siege
At least 21 killed, 117 injured; many hostages freed

Reuters | Mogadishu

Somali forces have ended a 
deadly siege at a hotel in the 
capital Mogadishu which 

saw more than 20 people killed 
and dozens of hostages freed, au-
thorities said yesterday. 

Elite armed forces in the 
Horn-of-Africa nation battled 
al Qaeda-linked militants for 30 
hours, after the jihadists blasted 
and shot their way into the Hayat 
Hotel on Friday evening.  

"We have confirmed so far 21 
dead people and 117 others in-
jured," Ali Haji, the minister for 
health, told national broadcaster 
SNTV.

"It is possible there were corps-
es that were not taken to hospi-
tals but buried by relatives. The 
death toll and the casualties are 

based on the figure taken to hos-
pitals," the minister added.

The al Qaeda-linked al Shabaab 
group, which has been fighting 
to topple the Somali government 
for more than a decade, claimed 
responsibility for the attack.

It wants to establish its own 
rule based on a strict interpreta-

tion of Islamic law.
Friday's attack at the Hayat, a 

hotel popular with lawmakers 
and other government officials, 
was the first major incident since 
President Hassan Sheikh Moha-
mud took office in May.

"This was the worst hotel siege 
we have seen," said Ahmed, a po-

lice captain who only gave one 
name.

The attackers shot and killed 
civilians who fled towards the 
wall of the hotel compound and 
its blown-up gate after they 
struck, Ahmed said, adding that 
they killed 10 security personnel 
with firearms and grenades.

Aden Ali, a survivor, told Reu-
ters that he was drinking a cup 
of tea at the hotel when he heard 
the first blast. He ran towards the 
compound wall with others as the 
militants fired at them.

"We were many on the run, over 
a dozen. When I went out of the 
hotel, I could see eight of us. May-
be the rest died in the shooting," 
Ali said.

Another group of people in the 
hotel fled to an upper floor, where 
they were killed by the militants 
who first blew up the stairs to 
prevent escape, Ali said.

Security forces managed to free 
some of those who locked them-
selves in their rooms in the upper 
floors after several hours, he said.

Some 106 people were freed, 
including women and children, a 

senior police commander said. 
There was no immediate infor-
mation on the number of assail-
ants involved in the attack.

Residents were milling around 
the bombed out hotel on Sun-
day, although another official had 
earlier told Reuters that mop-up 
operations were still going on 
at the building, which suffered 
extensive damage.

"We are still investigating the 
explosions of many plastic bags 
that have been scattered around 
the hotel," said Mohamed Ali, a 
military officer at the scene.

Floods, landslides kill 
dozens as monsoon 
rains lash northern, 
eastern India

Reuters | Lucknow/Bhubaneshwar, India 

Floods and landslides triggered by intense monsoon rains 
killed at least 50 people in northern and eastern India over 

the last three days, officials said yesterday. 
The rains overwhelmed hundreds of villages, sweeping away 

houses and leaving residents stranded as rescue crews have 
been racing to evacuate survivors.

Earlier this month the federal weather office had predicted 
that India was likely to receive an average amount of rain in 
August and September, pointing to overall good crop yields in 
Asia’s third-biggest economy that relies on farming to boost 
growth and generate jobs.

Farming contributes around 15% to India’s $2.7 trillion econo-
my while sustaining more than half the population of 1.3 billion.

Heavy showers followed by landslides and flooding in the 
Himalayan state of Himachal Pradesh over the past three days 
killed at least 36 people, a state government official told Reuters.

In the neighbouring mountainous state of Uttarakhand, an 
official government release said that four were dead and 13 were 
missing due to continuous rainfall.

“We have deployed choppers to rescue people who are stuck 
in remote areas due to rain related incidents. The rescue op-
eration is happening on full swing,” said Ranjit Kumar Sinha, 
an official in Uttarakhand’s disaster management department.

In the eastern state of Odisha, at least six people were dead 
amid ongoing torrential rains, a state official said.

Floods have affected nearly 800,000 people and displaced 
thousands from their homes in Odisha, with rains disrupting 
electricity and water supply, and damaging road infrastructure.

The state has evacuated 120,000 people so far from the af-
fected areas.

Authorities in the Ramgarh district of the eastern state of 
Jharkhand said five people had been swept away by the waters 
of the swollen Nalkari river on Saturday.

Four bodies have been recovered so far, said Madhvi Mishra, 
a district official in Ramgarh.

A general view of a bridge that collapsed following heavy rains in Kangra, 
Himachal Pradesh, India

Daughter of Russian ideologue killed in suspected car bomb attack
Reuters 

The daughter of an ultra-na-
tionalist Russian ideologue 

who advocates Russia absorbing 
Ukraine was killed in a suspected 
car bomb attack outside Moscow, 
Russian state investigators said 
yesterday. 

Darya Dugina, daughter of 
prominent ideologue Alexander 
Dugin, was killed on Saturday 
evening after a suspected explo-
sive device blew up the Toyota 
Land Cruiser she was driving, 
investigators said.

The Russian Foreign Ministry 
speculated that Ukraine might 
have been behind the attack. 
Ukraine denied any involvement.

Russia’s TASS state news agency 
quoted Andrei Krasnov, someone 
who knew Dugina, as saying the 
vehicle belonged to her father and 
that he was probably the intended 
target.

Father and daughter had 
been attending a festival out-
side Moscow and Dugin had de-
cided to switch cars at the last 
minute, Russian government 
newspaper Rossiiskaya Gazeta  
reported.

TV footage accompanying a 
statement by Moscow region 

investigators showed officers 
collecting debris and fragments 
from the spot where the explo-
sion happened.

The statement, which de-
scribed Darya Dugina as a jour-
nalist and political expert, said 
investigators had opened a mur-

der case and would be carrying 
out forensic examinations.

Investigators were considering 
“all versions” when it came to 
working out who was responsi-
ble, it said. The head of Russia’s 
Investigative Committee ordered 
the institution’s central branch to 
take over the investigation.

“An explosive device was placed 
on the underside of the car on the 
driver’s side,” the committee said 
in a statement. “Darya Dugina, 
who was behind the wheel, died 
at the scene.

“The investigation believes that 
the crime was planned in advance 
and was of a contractual nature,” 
it added.

Maria Zakharova, Russia’s For-
eign Ministry spokeswoman, said 
that if the investigation’s trail led 
to Ukraine, then it would point to 
a policy of “state terrorism” being 
pursued by Kyiv.

Ukraine denied involvement.
“I confirm that Ukraine, of 

course, had nothing to do with 
this because we are not a criminal 
state, like the Russian Federa-
tion, and moreover we are not a 
terrorist state,” said Ukrainian 
presidential adviser Mykhailo 
Podolyak, speaking on Ukrainian 
television.

He appeared to blame internal 
power struggles between “various 
political factions” in Russia for 
the killing, and suggested the in-
cident was the “Karmic” payback 
for supporters of Russia’s actions 
in Ukraine like Dugina and her 
father.

Journalist and political expert Darya 
Dugina

Russian politologist Alexander Dugin

Investigators work at the site of a suspected car bomb attack

Japan PM Kishida 
COVID positive, 
cancels African 
development 
conference trip

Reuters | Tokyo 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida has tested 

positive for COVID-19, forc-
ing him to cancel a planned 
trip to Tunisia to attend a 
key conference on African 
development, a person close 
to him said yesterday. 

Kishida, who has just re-
turned from a week-long 
vacation, will work from 
his residence from Monday 
and will join the Tokyo In-
ternational Conference on 
African Development (TI-
CAD) online, the source said, 
asking not to be identified 
because he is not authorised 
to talk to the media.

The prime minister de-
veloped a cough and fever 
on Saturday and took a PCR 
test on Sunday morning, 
which confirmed the posi-
tive result in the afternoon, 
a Cabinet Office spokesper-
son said separately.

Albania investigates military factory 
intruders from Russia and Ukraine

Reuters | Tirana

Albania said yesterday it 
was investigating why two 

Russians and a Ukrainian had 
tried to enter a military factory.

The defence ministry said 
late on Saturday that two of 
its soldiers had been slight-
ly injured while detaining a 
24-year-old man from Russia 
who had entered the grounds 
of the Gramsh military factory 
and was trying to take photos. 
He resisted arrest and used 
spray against the soldiers.

Two others, a 33-year-old 
Russian woman and a Ukrain-
ian man aged 25, were arrested 
nearby.

Defence Minister Niko Pe-
leshi said on Sunday it was 
too early to be sure about the 
motive but referred to geopol-
itics - apparently indicating 
a possible link to Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine, which has 
been criticised by the Albanian 
government.

“In view of the broad region-
al context and the geopolitical 
context, this cannot be dis-
missed as just as an ordinary, 
civilian incident, but we can-
not rush to conclusions,” he 
said after visiting the injured 
soldiers in hospital.

Albanian Prime Minister 
Edi Rama said on Saturday the 
three individuals were “sus-
pected of espionage”, without 
giving any further details.

Tirana-based media said the 
three suspects were bloggers 
who often visited abandoned 
military bases and other big 
plants in different countries.

Peleshi said the investiga-
tion would show if they were 
bloggers and what their mo-
tives were. When Albania was 
under communist rule, the 
Gramsh plant produced Rus-
sian-designed AK 47 rifles.

The ministry’s website says 
the plant now provides manu-
facturing services for the de-
fence industry. 

An Albanian Military Force member use uses binoculars in Kucova Air Base in 
Kucova, Albania

A child takes bath in a bucket to cool off amid a heatwave warning in 
Huayuan county, Hunan province, China

Oddly enough

A protestor carries a Marabou stork during a demonstration following the 
announcement of the results of Kenya’s presidential election, in Kisumu, 
Kenya


