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Our Administration is 
committed to realiz-

ing the promise of AI by 
managing the risks with 
new laws, regulations, 
and oversight. And in the 
weeks ahead, I’ll con-
tinue to take executive 
action and work with 
Congress to help Amer-
ica lead the way towards 
responsible innovation.

@POTUS

Good call with Presi-
dent @ZelenskyyUa 

on #Russia’s withdrawal 
from the Black Sea grain 
deal. We strongly con-
demn Moscow’s attempt 
to weaponise food. Al-
lies stand with #Ukraine 
for as long as it takes & 
following #NATOSum-
mit, Ukraine is closer to 
#NATO than ever before.

@jensstoltenberg

Let ’s  be guardians 
of truth in the dig-

ital age. Verify sources, 
question narratives, and 
empower ourselves with 
accurate knowledge. By 
sharing responsibly and 
promoting credible in-
formation, we can build a 
stronger, more informed 
society. Let’s stand united 
against misinformation 
and disinformation!

@DrTedros

Heat waves are be-
coming more fre-

quent, more intense and 
longer – all due to the 
impacts of the climate 
crisis. #ClimateAction 
can’t wait.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u At least 16 civilians 
have been killed by 
rocket fire that hit their 

houses in war-torn Sudan’s western 
Darfur region, a local lawyers’ union 
said yesterday. The vast region, already 
ravaged by brutal conflict in the early 2000s, 
has seen some of the worst of the violence 
since fighting erupted in mid-April between 
Sudan’s rival generals vying for power. 

“During an exchange of rocket fire between the army and the Rapid Support 
Forces (RSF), 16 civilians were killed on Friday, according to a preliminary toll, in 
Nyala,” the South Darfur state capital, the union said. And at least one man was 
killed by a sniper, it added.

 u The number of migrants passing 
through Panama on the way to the 
United States keeps climbing, far 
outpacing the record numbers reached 
in 2022, a top authority said. “Today we 
add 227,000 migrants who have passed 
through our territory, and this month we 
are going to exceed the history-making 
2022, when there were 248,000 migrants,”  
Security Minister Juan Manuel Pino told 
reporters. Migrant passages are tallied at a border checkpoint in the Darien Gap, 
the muddy jungle that separates Panama and Colombia, which migrants traverse 
on foot as they head toward the United States.

 u In preparing to welcome 
Pope Francis along with a 
million young people for World 

Youth Day, Portugal has reinstated random border 
security checks yesterday. The “exceptional” measure 
has been implemented “to prevent possible threats to 
public order and internal security”, which will last until 
Aug 7, according to a government decision. The identity 

checks at the borders will be “random and not systematic”, said Interior Minister 
Jose Luis Carneiro on Friday, adding there will be coordination with the Spanish, 
French and Italian authorities.

Rockets in Sudan’s Darfur 
kill 16 civilians: lawyers

Portugal tightens border 
checks ahead of Pope’s visit

Panama says migrant 
numbers keep surging

30,000 people moved to safety 
as Rhodes wildfires rage

AFP | Athens, Greece

Officials on the Greek island 
of Rhodes said Saturday 
they had moved 30,000 

people threatened by wildfires to 
safety -- including 2,000 who had 
to be ferried off beaches.

George Hadjimarkos, regional 
governor of the South Aegean, 
told Skai television that the op-
eration, which was still ongoing, 
had been hampered by fires cut-
ting off some road access.

“The aim is to protect human 
life,” he said.

Tourists and some locals were 
being taken to gyms, schools and 
hotel conference centres on the 
island where they will stay over-
night, while firefighters battle 
the blaze.

In addition, three passenger 
ferries have been moored at the 
port of Rhodes to accommodate 
those rescued, Athens News 
Agency reported.

Members of the coastguard, the 
armed forces and local authority 
workers used dozens of buses to 
help move people away from the 
fires, said Rhodes municipality 
official Teris Hatziioannou.

Where the fires had cut off road 
access, some tourists had to walk 
to safety.

Panagiotis Dimelis, head of 
the Archangelos village council, 
told Skai TV that many locals had 
rushed to help the tourists.

“It is an unprecedented situa-
tion for the island,” he added.

For the beach operation, the 
coastguard said three of its boats 
led more than 30 private vessels 
to pick up people from the Kiotari 
and Lardos beaches on the east of 
the Mediterranean island.

A Greek navy boat was also 
headed to the area to help, ac-
cording to the coastguard.

Later Saturday, fire services 
spokesman Yannis Artopoios told 
ERT that new evacuation orders 
had been issued for the villages 
of Gennadi and Kiotari with di-
rection to Plimiri on the eastern 
side of the island.

And one boat owner involved 
in the beach evacuations told Skai 
TV: “We have received an order 
from the Port Authority to head 
back to Gennadi for new evacu-
ations.

“There are a lot of people at the 
beach. More than 500 people.”

Out of control

From the moment the evacu-
ation alert sounded early in the 
afternoon, tourists headed for 
the beach, pulling their suitcases 
behind them.

Television footage and videos 
posted on social media showed 
some of them pushing strollers 
carrying small children under the 
scorching sun.

Some of those seeking rescue 

had missed their flights off the 
island after the fires cut off nor-
mal transport routes, according to 
media reports.

Elsewhere, firefighters are still 
trying to bring the blaze on the 
island under control.

Deputy Fire Chief Yannis Ar-
topoios said the blaze on Rhodes, 
which broke out on a mountain in 
the centre of the island, was the 
toughest his force had had to face.

Five helicopters and 200 fire-
fighters fought the blaze during 
the daytime, but the air support 
was called off as the light failed.

The battle to extinguish the fire 
in Rhodes continues in the area of 
Laermon and Lardos, where it is 
raging out of control.

ERT TV reported that some 
firefighters were stranded in the 
Ypseni Monastery, near Lardos, 
on the eastern side of the island 
as they tried to convince the nuns 
living there to leave the area.

But they were reported to be 
safe.

Further inland, the fires had 
reached the village of Laerma and 
was burning houses and a church 
there, the ANA news agency and 
ERT TV reported.

Greece facing longest heatwave on 
record while record highs hit US

AFP | Athens

Greece was yesterday facing 
its hottest July weekend 

in 50 years, with temperatures 
forecast to soar above 40 Celsi-
us (104 Fahrenheit), while a re-
cord-breaking heatwave stretch-
ing across the southern United 
States was expected to expand in 
the coming days.

Tens of millions of people in 
the northern hemisphere have 
been suffering through intense 
heat this summer as the world 
appears headed for its hottest July 
on record.

As temperature records tumble, 
experts have pointed the finger 
at climate change driven by the 
burning of fossil fuels, saying glob-
al warming is playing a key role in 
destructive weather.

Already 11 days into its heat-
wave, Greece’s national weather 
institute warned reprieve was still 
days away, setting this up to be the 
longest hot spell the country has 
ever seen.

“According to the data, we will 
probably go through 16-17 days 
of a heatwave, which has never 
happened before in our country,” 
Kostas Lagouvardos, the direc-
tor of research at the National 
Observatory, told ERT television 
yesterday.

The previous heatwave record 
in Greece was set in 1987, when  
scorching temperatures of over 
39C lasted 11 days.

Across the southern United 
States, about 80 million Ameri-
cans will swelter in temperatures 
of 41C and above this weekend, 
the National Weather Service 
(NWS) said.

Monkey business in Pakistan court during smuggling case
AFP | Karachi

A baby monkey caused chaos 
in a Pakistan court after es-

caping from a troop presented 
as evidence in a case of wildlife 
smuggling, officials said.

Two men were intercepted 
outside Karachi Thursday try-
ing to smuggle 14 baby monkeys 
in crates usually used to trans-
port mangos.

But when they were brought 
to court on Friday, one of the 
monkeys escaped -- causing 
chaos as staff tried to tempt it 
down from a tree.

“The monkeys were kept in 
the boxes in a bad condition... 

they could hardly breathe,” said 
Javed Mahar, chief of Sindh 

Wildlife Department.
The trade or keeping of wild 

animals is illegal in Pakistan, but 
laws are routinely ignored and 
there is a lively market in exotic 
pets. Monkeys are frequently 
kept by street entertainers to 
attract customers, and in some 
cases have been trained by crim-
inals to enter houses to steal.

The smugglers were each 
fined 100,000 rupees (around 
$350) on Friday and the court 
ordered the monkeys to be 
handed over to Karachi Zoo -- 
a step immediately criticised by 
wildlife officials.

“The monkeys should have 
been returned to their natural 
habitat from where they were 
captured,” Mahar said.

Around 2,000 penguins wash up dead on Uruguay coast
AFP | Montevideo

Around 2,000 penguins have 
appeared dead on the coast 

of eastern Uruguay in the last 10 
days, and the cause, which does 
not appear to be avian influenza, 
remains a mystery, authorities 
said.

The Magellanic penguins, 
mostly juveniles, died in the 
Atlantic Ocean and were car-
ried by currents to Uruguayan 
shores, said Carmen Leizagoy-
en, head of the Environment 
Ministry’s department of fauna.

“This is mortality in the water. 
Ninety percent are young spec-
imens that arrive without fat 
reserves and with empty stom-
achs,” she said, and stressed that 
all samples taken have tested 
negative for avian influenza.

Magellanic penguins nest 
in southern Argentina. In the 
southern hemisphere winter, 
they migrate north in search of 
food and warmer waters, even 
reaching the coast of the Brazil-

ian state of Espirito Santo.
“It is normal for some per-

centage to die, but not these 
numbers,” Leizagoyen said, 
recalling that a similar die-off 
occurred last year in Brazil, for 

undetermined reasons.
Hector Caymaris, director of 

the Laguna de Rocha protected 
area, said that he counted more 
than 500 dead penguins along 
six miles (10 kilometres of At-
lantic coast.

Environmental advocates at-
tribute the increase in Magel-
lanic penguin deaths to over-
fishing and illegal fishing.

“From the 1990s and 2000s 
we began to see animals with 
a lack of food. The resource is 
overexploited,” Richard Tesore, 
of the NGO SOS Marine Wildlife 
Rescue, said.

A subtropical cyclone in the 
Atlantic, which hit southeast-
ern Brazil in mid-July, probably 
caused the weakest animals to 
die from the inclement weather, 
he added.

A monkey trainer gives water to his monkey along a street in Rawalpindi

Dead penguins are scattered on a beach in Uruguay

A mother cools off from the heat with her child playing with water around a fountain 
in Athens

China told to stop tankers in its waters reaching N. Korea
AFP | New York

The Group of Seven nations, 
the European Union and 

three other countries are urg-
ing China to expel oil tankers 
from its waters that appear to 
be taking fuel to North Korea 
in defiance of UN sanctions, ac-
cording to a letter seen by AFP 
on Friday.

“We have concerns regarding 
the continuing presence of mul-
tiple oil tankers... that use your 
territorial waters in Sansha Bay 
as refuge to facilitate their trade 
of sanctioned petroleum prod-
ucts to the DPRK,” the letter 
said, using initials for the for-
mal name Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea.

Ambassadors from the G7 na-
tions -- Canada, France, Ger-
many, Italy, Japan, Britain and 
the United States -- signed the 
letter addressed to China’s UN 
envoy Zhang Jun.

Also signing were envoys 
from the European Union, 

South Korea, Australia and New 
Zealand.

In the letter, the ambassadors 
told Zhang they “would like to 
provide your government with 
additional information and 
satellite imagery that clearly 
indicates these practices con-
tinued to occur within China’s 
jurisdiction in 2022 and have 
continued in 2023.”

“We reiterate our previous 
request that China inspect the 
vessels for evidence of illicit 
oil smuggling, deny them all 
services, and ultimately ex-
pel them from your waters as 
quickly as possible,” it added.

A source said the letter had 
been sent to the Chinese envoy, 
though there was no confirma-
tion it had been received.

‘Extreme’ Indonesian market ends dog, cat meat trade
AFP | Jakarta

A notorious Indonesian ani-
mal market has ended the 

sale of dog and cat meat after 
years of activist pressure to stop 
the trade and its brutal methods 
of slaughter, according to cam-
paigners.

Canine and feline meat were 
on the menu alongside bats, 
rats, snakes and monkeys at the 
Tomohon Extreme Market on 
Sulawesi island, known for its 
disturbing culinary spread until 
a ban was imposed on Friday.

The previously uncompro-
mising bazaar is the first such 
market in the country to finally 
back down and stop the trade of 
cat and dog meat, animal rights 
group Humane Society Interna-
tional (HSI) said in a statement 
Friday.

It called the ban a “historic 
agreement that will spare thou-
sands of animals from being 
bludgeoned and blowtorched to 

death for human consumption.”
Indonesia remains one of the 

few countries in the world that 
still permits the sale of dog and 
cat meat due to local traditions 
and culture.

The market’s six remaining 
dog and cat meat traders signed 
an agreement to stop the sale, 
and the mayor of Tomohon city 
signed into law a ban on future 
trade at the market, the group 
said in a statement.

North Korea fires ‘several cruise missiles’ into sea
AFP | Seoul

North Korea has fired “sev-
eral cruise missiles” into 

the Yellow Sea between Chi-
na and the Korean peninsula, 
South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of 
Staff said yesterday.

The launches, which the mil-
itary said took place around 4 
am (1900 GMT), come as rela-
tions between the two Koreas 
are at one of their lowest points 
ever.

“South Korean and US in-
telligence authorities were 
analysing the launches while 
monitoring signs of additional 
activities,” the JCS said.

North Korea fired two ballis-
tic missiles into the sea on its 
opposite coast toward Japan 
just three days earlier.

The recent weapons tests are 
the latest in a series by Pyong-
yang and come as Seoul and 
Washington ramp up defence 
cooperation in the face of soar-
ing tensions with the North.

Diplomacy between Pyong-
yang and Seoul has stalled and 
North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un has called for ramping up 
weapons development, includ-

ing tactical nukes.
In response, Seoul and Wash-

ington have staged joint mili-
tary exercises with advanced 
stealth jets and US strategic as-
sets, while an American nucle-
ar-armed submarine this week 
made a South Korean port call 
for the first time in decades.

On Thursday, North Korea’s 
defense minister Kang Sun 
Nam said the Ohio-class sub-
marine’s deployment may have 
fallen “under the conditions 
of the use of nuclear weapons 
specified in the DPRK law on 

the nuclear force policy,” using 
an acronym for North Korea’s 
official name.

A day later, South Korea’s de-
fence ministry reiterated that 
any use of nuclear weapons by 
the North would prompt an 
“immediate and decisive re-
sponse” resulting in the “end” 
of the Kim regime.

Yesterday’s incident also 
comes as a US soldier is believed 
to be in North Korean custo-
dy after breaking away from a 
tour group visiting the Demil-
itarized Zone.

People watch a television screen showing a news broadcast with file footage of 
a North Korean missile test, at a railway station in Seoul

An oil tanker ship unloads crude oil at the port in Qingdao, in China’s eastern 
Shandong province (file photo)

Activists look at dogs at a slaughterhouse in Tomohon

Members of the coast-
guard, the armed forces 

and local authority 
workers used dozens 
of buses to help move 
people away from the 

fires

KNOW WHAT

Already 11 days into 
its heatwave, Greece’s 
national weather insti-
tute warned reprieve 
was still days away, 

setting this up to be the 
longest hot spell the 

country has ever seen

1215 1777 1829 1840
Frederick II crowned King 
of the Romans (King 
of the Germans) in 
Aachen

American Revolution: Louis 
XVI of France and his Foreign 
Minister clandestinely agree 
to supply US with munitions

William Austin Burt 
patents America’s 
first “typographer” 
(typewriter)

Union Act passed by British 
Parliament, uniting Upper & 
Lower Canada
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Fur-ever after: Indonesians sorry 
after lavish dog ‘wedding’ backlash

AFP | Jakarta

Two Indonesian wom-
en have apologised after 

a lavish “wedding” for their 
dogs sparked a backlash in 
the middle-income country, 
where wealth distribution is 
one of the most unequal in the  
world.

Two Alaskan Malamutes 
were wedded Friday at a mall 
in the capital Jakarta, donning 
traditional Javanese costumes 
alongside their owners and 
relatives at a fake ceremony 
that reportedly cost 200 mil-
lion rupiah ($13,350).

A social media uproar fol-
lowed after images emerged 
of the wolf-like dogs taking 
each other’s paws in marriage 
at the extravagant ceremony, 
forcing the owners into a con-
trite news conference.

“We regret it very much and 
we would like to apologise for 
the Javanese culture enthusi-
asts and all Indonesians who 
were uncomfortable and hurt 
by the event,” Indira Ratnasari, 
owner of female dog Luna, said 
Wednesday.

“We had no intention to in-
sult the Indonesian and the 
Javanese culture,” she said, 

according to footage posted on 
her makeup artist’s Instagram 
account.

Ostentatious displays of 
wealth in the world’s fourth-
most populous country are 
frowned upon and often crit-
icised because of its widening 
income gap.

The minimum monthly 
wage in Jakarta is 4.9 million 
rupiah ($327) and the World 
Bank last year said nearly a 
tenth of Indonesia’s 270 mil-
lion people still live below the 
poverty line.

Two Alaskan Malamutes don traditional Javanese costumes alongside their 
owners in a “wedding” widely panned in Indonesia

The minimum month-
ly wage in Jakarta 

is 4.9 million rupiah 
($327) and the World 
Bank last year said 
nearly a tenth of In-

donesia’s 270 million 
people still live below 

the poverty line

KNOW WHAT

Indonesia re-
mains one of the few 

countries in the world 
that still permits the 
sale of dog and cat 

meat due to local tra-
ditions and culture

Tourists are evacuated from hotels during a wildfire on the Greek island of Rhodes


