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Team Bahrain face
tricky conditions at

Rotax MAX practice

Muhammad Wally among
pacesetters in Junior MAX
category on first day of
practice in Rotax MAX
Grand Finals| P12

Indonesia quake toll hits 268, many were children at school
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Avril Lavigne ‘stays true’ to her skater style

4,700 jobs for
next three years

TDT | Manama

Bahrain has attracted
a total of $921 million
(BD348m) in direct invest-
ment from 66 companies
during the first three quar-
ters of 2022 that are expected
to generate over 4,700 jobs
over the next three years.

These jobs will be spread
to key sectors, including fi-
nancial services, ICT, logis-
tics, manufacturing and
tourism.

This was announced by
the Bahrain Economic De-
velopment Board (Bahrain
EDB), the national invest-
ment promotion agency.

Gulf Air crew
member dies
of heart attack

TDT | Manama

ulf Air flight from

Bahrain to Charles de
Gaulle Airport in Paris was
diverted to Erbil on Novem-
ber 22 after a crew member
suffered a heart attack that
led to his demise in the Iraqi
city.

The GF19 flight to Par-
is was later resumed as
scheduled, the company
confirmed.

Gulf Air said that the
safety of its passengers and
crew comes at the top of its
priorities.

Bahrain’s national carrier
expressed its deepest con-
dolences to the crew mem-
ber’s family and loved ones,
and thanked the flight’s pas-
sengers for their patience
and understanding.

NASA capsule
buzzes moon

Cape Canaveral, Florida

NASA’s Orion capsule
reached the moon on
Monday, whipping around
the far side and buzzing the
lunar surface on its way to a
record-breaking orbit with
test dummies sitting in for
astronauts.

It’s the first time a capsule
has visited the moon since
NASA’s Apollo program 50
years ago.
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BUSINESS e ‘A new era for MICE tourism’

HM King swears in new Cabinet members

TDT | Manama

is Majesty King Hamad bin

Isa Al Khalifa yesterday

sworn in members of the new
Cabinet at the Sakhir Palace.

HM King Hamad received

His Royal Highness Prince Sal-

man bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the

Crown Prince and Prime Min-

ister, who took the oath as the
Prime Minister.

HRH Prince Salman intro-
duced the new ministers as they
took the constitutional oath be-
fore His Majesty.

HM the King expressed his
appreciation to HRH the Crown
Prince and Prime Minister and
praised his dedicated work in

HM the King and HRH Prince Salman at the oath-taking ceremony

the service of the nation and the
achievements and gains across
all areas.

HM King Hamad congrat-
ulated the ministers on their
appointment and wished them

success in serving Bahrain.

He thanked the outgoing min-
isters for their dedication and
said that their services and loy-
alty will remain a source of pride
and appreciation.

HM the King expressed his
pride in the legislative, executive
and judiciary branches and the
decisions they have made to sup-
port the progress of the nation.

His Majesty highlighted Bah-

rain’s international outreach

& and the world’s appreciation of

the Kingdom, thanks to its no-
ble stances in support of peace
and coexistence and its people’s
patriotism and keenness on the
prosperity of their homeland.
He said that Bahrain is moving
forward thanks to the willpower
and determination of its people.
HM King Hamad also ex-
pressed his pride in the
long-standing role of Bahraini
women in the service of the na-
tion, commended their compe-
tence and efficient participation,
and lauded the support of Bah-
rainis of their important role in
the nation-building process.

Investment

HRH the Crown Prince and Prime Minister launches Cityscape Bahrain 2022

Y

TDT | Manama

ahrain is committed to
B continuing efforts in
adopting plans and initi-
atives that would further boost
investment.
This was emphasised by His
Royal Highness Prince Sal-
man bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the

Riyadh

he Custodian of the Two

Holy Mosques King Salman
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud has issued
directives yesterday that today
will be a holiday for all employ-
ees in the entire government
and private sectors, as well as
for students in all phases of ed-
ucation.

This is in line with the recom-
mendation of His Royal High-
ness Mohammed bin Salman
Al Saud, the Crown Prince and
Prime Minister, to celebrate

Crown Prince and Prime Minis-
ter, as he commended the King-
dom’s advanced regulations and
vibrant private sector.

HRH Prince Salman was
speaking as he launched yester-
day the first edition of Cityscape
Bahrain 2022, at Exhibition
World Bahrain, in Sakhir.

He said that the Kingdom’s
real estate sector continues to
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Saudi Arabian players celebrate their win against Argentina

grow and attract investments in
parallel with the launch of major
development projects, which
reflects the robust cross-sector
development in the Kingdom.
HRH the Crown Prince and
Prime Minister noted the efforts
of Team Bahrain, whose excel-
lence and creativity continue
to support the Kingdom’s com-
prehensive development, led by
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His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa.

His Royal Highness commend-
ed the attractive real estate oppor-
tunities presented by Cityscape
Bahrain 2022 which complement
the government’s wide-ranging
initiatives and major strategic de-
velopment projects.

The event is the largest real
estate exhibition held in the

Kingdom, featuring real estate
projects worth BD893 million.

During the exhibition, seven
major real estate projects were
launched that will further en-
hance the real estate sector’s
competitiveness, contributing to
the development of the national
economy, in line with the vision
and aspirations of His Majesty
the King.

Public holiday in Saudi after World Cup victory
# _ o

the joyous occasion of the stun-
ning win of the Saudi national
team against Argentina in their
opening game of Fifa World Cup
2022.

The Saudis beat soccer super-
star Lionel Messi’s Argentina,
the two-time world champions,
2-1.

Saleh Al Shehri and Salem Al
Dawsarl scored for the Green
Falcons in the second half of the
match, while the lone goal of
Argentina was a penalty scored
by Messi.
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Royal praise for ‘creative,

talented’ Team Bahrain

HRH Prince Salman launches Jewellery Arabia 2022 at Exhibition World Bahrain in Sakhir

TDT | Manama

is Royal Highness Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al
Khalifa, the Crown

Prince and Prime Minister, has
commended the Kingdom’s
competitiveness, supported by
a creative and talented Team
Bahrain, who strive to meet its
ambitious development goals.

HRH Prince Salman was
speaking as he launched yester-
day the Jewellery Arabia 2022,
at Exhibition World Bahrain,
in Sakhir.

The event provides exhibitors
with an excellent opportunity
to engage high-profile vendors
and designers from prominent

HRH Prince Salman and senior government officials at the event’s opening

local, regional and internation- participating for the first time
al brands, some of whom are this year.

The five-day Jewellery Arabia is the Middle East’s

Itincludes the launch of a tra-
ditional Bahraini “gold market,”
areas dedicated to displaying
watches, pearl products, and
jewellery from prominent and
new designers.

His Royal Highness highlight-
ed the importance of Jewellery
Arabia and its 30-year history in
the Kingdom - a notable fixture
in Bahrain’s annual calendar of
events.

premier jewellery and watch event. Backed by
a 30-year track record of success, the show

unites the world’s most desirable brands and

extraordinary designers with discerning buyers.

He expressed his appreciation
for the significant contribution
of the late HRH Prince Khalifa
bin Salman Al Khalifa, who sup-
ported the founding of Jewellery
Arabia.

His Royal Highness also ex-
tended his gratitude to the or-
ganisers of Jewellery Arabia
2022, wishing them every suc-
cess in this year’s exhibitions.

HRH Prince Salman affirmed

that the opening of Exhibition
World Bahrain, with its state-
of-the-art international exhibi-
tions and events facilities, marks
a new era for MICE tourism in
Bahrain.

Tourism contribution

Tourism Minister Fatima bint
Jafar Al Sairafi affirmed that
Bahrain, thanks to His Majesty

| R B
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa’s
royal directives and the contin-
uous support of His Royal High-
ness, is increasing the tourism
contribution to GDP.

Jewellery Arabia, and Exhibi-
tion World Bahrain, are evidence
of a developing and competitive
tourism sector in the Kingdom,
she added.

A number of senior officials also
attended the event’s opening.

Airshow success
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HM the King’s Personal Representative, His Highness Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Chairman of the Supreme
Council of Environment and Supreme Organising Committee of the Bahrain International Airshow, visited the Interior
Ministry yesterday. He was received by Interior Minister General Shaikh Rashid bin Abdullah Al Khalifa. HH Shaikh
Abdulla expressed thanks for the Interior Ministry’s efforts through its national capabilities and competencies and its
contributions to the success of the airshow 2022. The Interior Minister hailed the remarkable success of the event.

Hospital project progress discussed

TDT | Manama

meeting was held to review

the latest developments
of the project to establish the
“King Hamad Hospital-Amer-
ican Mission” in A’ali.

This came as Health Minister
Jalila bint Al Sayed Jawad Has-
san received yesterday the Chief
Executive Officer and Chief
Medical Officer of the Ameri-
can Mission Hospital-Bahrain,
Dr George Cheriyan.

The Minister was briefed
about the stages of building the

partments, facilities, and the
medical and treatment services

. that it will provide, praising

|

The Health Minister with Dr Cheriyan

new hospital project, which
is scheduled to open in Jan-
uary 2023, including its de-

this pioneering medical pro-
ject that will include multiple
medical specialties, and consti-
tute a qualitative addition to the
health sector in the Kingdom.

She expressed her appre-
ciation for the noble efforts
exerted by the American Mis-
sion Hospital throughout its
historical career in serving the
Bahraini society and providing
medical and treatment services
to its members.

Pravasi Bharatiya Divas set for next year

TDT | Manama

he 17th Pravasi Bharatiya

Divas (PBD) Convention
will be held from 8 to 10 Jan-
uary 2023 in Indore, Madhya
Pradesh.

It is under the theme “Dias-
pora: Reliable Partners for In-
dia’s Progress in Amrit Kaal” in
a physical format after a gap of

4 years. Registrations are open
at pbdindia.gov.in to attend the
17th PBD.

Indian diaspora members
are invited to utilise the early
registration discount for PBD,
which has been extended till 30
November 2022, to participate
in the most important diaspora
event in the Government of In-

dia’s calendar.

For more details, including
program and guidelines, visit
pbdindia.gov.in; and eoibah-
rain.gov.in.

For more information, con-
tact Tel: 17560369,/17300621,

Email: info.bahrain@mea.
gov.in /cons.bahrain@mea.
gov.in.
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LMRA
collects
BD409,000
in fines;
many illegal
workers
arrested

Over 1,600 labour rule violations
as LMRA steps up inspections

Staff Reporter
TDT | Manama

More than 1,600 labour rule
violations have been found
by the Labour Market Regulato-
ry Authority (LMRA) which has
been carrying out many inspec-
tions across the Kingdom.

It is learnt that LMRA collect-
ed BD409,000 in fines and many
illegal workers were arrested.
Meanwhile, 570 cases have been
referred to the Public Prosecu-
tion.

Many illegal workers arrested
as part of the crackdown, now
face deportation proceedings.
These arrested individuals were
found to have committed many
violations related to the provi-
sions of the LMRA and residency
laws in the Kingdom.

LMRA Chief Executive Officer
Nouf Jamsheer said the author-
ity will intensify campaigns
across the Kingdom spanning
worksites and worker gathering
points to ensure that the labour
rules are not flouted by anyone.

“The authority has carried
out more than 18,000 inspec-
tion visits. It has also carried
out inspection campaigns along
with Nationality, Passport and
Residency Affairs.” She said that
916 workers were deported after
being found guilty of violating
the labour laws.

The Daily Tribune earlier re-
ported about illegal employment
of expatriates, who arrive in the
Kingdom on visit visas, posing a
serious threat to the Kingdom’s
labour sector.

According to NPRA official Ta-
lal Tagqi, the crackdown will be
intensified in the coming days
as part of efforts to keep the la-
bour and immigration sector
safe from the violators.

Speaking to The Daily Trib-
une, a source closely associat-
ed with the tours and travels
sector said a large number of
violators of labour rules in the

Kingdom are those who have
arrived under ‘one year multiple
entry visa’.

“The one year multiple entry
visa can be obtained by an appli-
cant staying outside the King-
dom. The visa costs BD16 for one
month and its validity is 90 days,
which could be extended up to
one year by exiting the country
once in three months.

“Many violators would arrive
in the Kingdom under this visa
and approach potential employ-

wlly

ers, mainly small-scale business | =%

owners, who employ them after :

considering it to be a less ex-
pensive option compared to the
legal LMRA channel.”

He said these small-scale
business owners are now pay-
ing high prices for committing
this illegal act after their work-
ers were detained for taking up
illegal employment.

Under the rules mentioned for
this specific type of visa appli-
cants, taking up paid or unpaid

||

A file picture shows LMRA officials carrying out an inspection.

employment is absolutely illegal.
The applicants should also have
BD300 with them upon entry
in the Kingdom to meet their
expenses.

The source said that there

False promises: workers

Zahra Ayaz
TDT/ Manama

any construction
firms in the Kingdom
are allegedly exploit-

ing desperate illegal workers
and unemployed individuals
with meagre pay.

According to sources, “Ille-
gal expatriate workers are be-
coming victims to the greed of
construction companies and
are exposed to a high-risk en-
vironmental hazard with no
guarantee of safety”.

A source said that construc-
tion companies are also finding
this a golden opportunity to cut
down their expenses, as they
are not liable to pay any com-
pensation for the casualties at
the workplace.

An illegal Asian worker said:

“ We cannot raise our claim
since we are unlawful workers.
Most of us are scared to file
a case realising that this will
backfire on us. Instead of get-
ting compensation, we may get
fined or deported for accepting
such an illegal job offer.

“ Most of these companies
are well aware of the pathetic
situation of these labourers, and
they are pretty sure about their
inability to raise their voice le-
gally in the court, which makes
the situation worse.”

One of the sources working in
a senior position in the same In-
dustry said: “Some companies
make them work only during
the daytime, while others force
them to work even at night with
no overtime benefits! “

Ministry of Labour and La-
bour Market regulatory Au-

are many agents in South Asian
countries including India, Pa-
kistan and Bangladesh, who
“trick on innocent, uneducated
clients” into believing that they
are buying a job visa having legal

cases related to illegal
employment have been
referred by the LMRA to
the Public Prosecution.

authenticity to work under any
employer in the Kingdom.

Many vulnerable youngsters
from South Asian countries,
who are potential jobseekers in
the Kingdom, are increasingly
falling victim to visa fraudsters.
The Daily Tribune has learnt
that under the pretext of hand-
ing over employment visas “visit
visas are sold to many young-
sters taking amounts ranging
between BD700 and BD1,200
from them”.

have become the ‘prey’

=1

thority is very keen on protect-
ing the rights of the employees,
and the reforms included new
measures to link work permits
to vocational and occupational
standards to increase work-
place safety and protection.
Recently LMRA has strength-
ened its search for finding such
illegal practices.
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Labour Market Regulatory
Authority has conducted more
than 18000 inspection visits,
and 916 workers were deported
after being found guilty. But
still, a few prefer to take the
risk by ignoring the fine and
punishment for violating the
labour rules.
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Bahrain real estate sector ‘growing remarkably’

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s real estate sector
continues to grow remark-
ably, according to Chief Execu-
tive of the Real Estate Regulato-
ry Authority (RERA), Shaikh Mo-
hammed bin Khalifa Al Khalifa.

He highlighted its steady de-
velopment, thanks to the unlim-
ited support of His Majesty King

Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, and
the follow-up of His Royal High-
ness Prince Salman bin Hamad
Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince
and Prime Minister.

Shaikh Mohammed under-
lined the real estate sector’s
contribution to the economy,
affirming the need for further
initiatives to develop it and re-
alise the citizens’ aspirations.

A

Shaikh Mt;hammed bin Khalifa

The Chief Executive also ex-
pressed thanks and appreciation
to HRH the Crown Prince and
Prime Minister for patronising
and opening Cityscape Bahrain
2022 exhibition, which is con-
sidered the biggest real estate
event in the kingdom held at
Bahrain International Exhibi-
tions Centre.

He also praised HRH Prince

Salman’s patronage of MEA
Proptech which convened on
Monday at the Four Seasons
Hotel.

Shaikh Mohammed bin Khali-
fa Al Khalifa praised the success
of the first edition of Cityscape
Bahrain which showcased pro-
jects worth BD893 million and
through which seven major real
estate projects were launched.

Trial begins for 10 who planned to
help life convicts escape from jail

TDT | Manama

he High Criminal Court

I began the trial of 10 de-

fendants accused of at-

tempting to smuggle convicts

out of the Correction and Reha-
bilitation Centre.

Security investigations re-
vealed that the first, second and
third defendants had planned
to help life prisoners escape by
instigating inmate riots.

Meanwhile, an automatic rifle
was seized in the car of the first
defendant as he waited in the
parking lot of the centre.

The incident began when se-
curity services received infor-
mation that several terrorists
had concocted a plan targeting
the Correction and Rehabili-
tation Centre with firearms in
order to help a number of life
convicts escape.

Secret sources were employed
that confirmed the first defend-
ant’s plans.

KNOW WHAT

security services

received information
that several terrorists

had concocted a plan

targeting the Correc-
tion and Rehabilitation
Centre with firearms in
order to help a number
of life convicts escape.

The defendant developed his
plan by communicating with
the inmates and providing the
means of transportation to
smuggle them, as well as the
firearm to be used. It was agreed

Image used for illustrative purposes only
that the inmates’ role in the es-
cape plan would be to cause ri-
ots and vandalism.

On the day of the incident,
the first defendant parked his
car at the Correction and Reha-
bilitation Centre’s parking lot,
according to the plan.

Aware of the scheme, securi-
ty services had the suspect’s car

searched where a Kalashnikov as-
sault rifle containing ammunition
was found placed inside alaundry
basket. Consequently, the crime
scene crew was summoned; they
seized the rifle and ammunition,
comprised of 26 bullets.

The Public Prosecution
charged the defendants with the
following: on 10/08/2022 in the

Kingdom of Bahrain, the first
defendant began assisting con-
victs (the third until the tenth
defendant) to escape from the
Correction and Rehabilitation
Centre by using a firearm for
terrorist purposes.

He was arrested as a result of
his crime, for a reason outside
of his power, which was getting
caught in the act of possessing
a firearm inside the parking lot
of the Correction and Rehabil-
itation Centre, as indicated in
the papers.

The second defendant was
also charged with participation
in the plan. He assisted the first
defendant in committing the
crime by providing the firearm
and ammunition and sending
money to procure the getaway
vehicle.

The rest of the defendants
were charged with complicity
in the crime through the agree-
ment, aid and abetting of the
first defendant.

Cassation
Court
upholds jail
terms for
conmen

Five years in
prison for fraud
and forgery

TDT | Manama

he Cassation Court has

upheld the jail terms
issued against two conmen
who swindled a woman out
of BD1,500.

They were earlier sen-
tenced to five years in pris-
on each for fraud and for-
gery.

Both posed as financial
agents when calling the
woman, requesting her per-
sonal information and the
details of her ATM card.

“T was told that my ATM
card would be suspended if
I don’t reveal my informa-
tion to them. After doing
so, BD1,500 was withdrawn
from my account in instal-
ments moments later,” she
told prosecutors.

Investigations revealed
that the duo were assist-
ing an unidentified person
living abroad to embezzle
money from people in the
Kingdom of Bahrain.

“He told me (the second
defendant) to download a
financial application. He
requested from me to sub-
scribe to the app, and I did.
Later, I received money,
and he told me to transfer it
abroad,” the first defendant
told prosecutors.
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Officers and members of Travelers Tribe Masonic Club of Bahrain
TDT | Manama

day with a festive turkey

feast commemorated the
sturdy thanksgiving observance
of Travelers Tribe Masonic Club
of Bahrain.

Attended by about 130 people,
the celebration was held at the
Bahrain Carlton in Adliya on 11
November.

The event was commenced by
an opening prayer led by Don
Aukshun.

Marlon Arlanza, the organi-
sation’s event coordinator, said:
“The recent thanksgiving cel-
ebration was a manifestation
of a time-honoured tradition
designed to foster harmony in
our community. Travelers Tribe
Masonic Club of Bahrain or T2
dwells in unity and showed sol-
idarity in showcasing this im-
portant event to our families and
friends.”

“As a member of the group, we

all depend on each other in ways T2

large or small. That’s why we are
profound to give back to those
that need it most as we show
thanks for this season. For me
to make good men better is truly
a thanksgiving,” said by Joselito
C. Sarmiento, one of the pillars
of the organisation.

Members of T2 mostly Filipi-
no-Americans posted at the US
Naval Base in Juffair has been
hosting annual Thanksgiving
celebration every November
since 2013. Each year’s success
culminated their vows of making
a difference in the community.

T2 values are held in a strong
principle to assist the commu-
nity through charitable works
in any possible way within the
reach of their physical and fi-
nancial capabilities.

In his speech, Orlando Fonta-
nilla, a staunch supporter of the
club, appreciated and recognised
the effort of everyone for the

T2 officers and friends

success of the event.

“Thanksgiving is a great time
to remember and it’s also a
chance to celebrate and express
gratitude at work of helping the
needy which is the context of
existing as an organisation,” said
Fontanilla.

A plaque of recognition was
awarded to Filipino American
Association of Bahrain (Fil Am
Bahrain) president Us Navy Cap-

Travelers Tribe Masonic Club of Bahrain marks Thanksgiving

tain Ernan Obellos and Winnair
Travel.

Sarmiento, Ponciano Guanlao
and Serafin Pascua were also
called at the stage to recognise
their unwavering support and
commitment to the group.

Sarmiento, Ponciano Guanlao
and Serafin Pascua were also
called at the stage to recognise
their unwavering support and
commitment to the group.

Meanwhile, Newlito Lemuel
A. Diaz, president of Travelers
Tribe Masonic Club of Bahrain,
together with Reynaldo Giron
and Marlon Arlanza present-
ed a certificate of appreciation
to the sponsors that included
Evershine Jewelries, Lasheen
Jewelries, Winnair Travel, Pinoy
Turo Restaurant, Rocks Restau-
rant and Sushimi.

Newlito Diaz extended his
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gratitude to everyone who
joined hands with them for their
charitable works.

He said: “To all our fellow
tribesmen, it was a delightful
evening to share with you the
tradition of celebrating Thanks-
giving. Our camaraderie has al-

' ways been solid highlighted with

the overflowing attendance of
our families and friends in the
community.”

The affair was also attend-
ed by the officers of Philippine
Embassy Manama led by Labour
Attache’ Vicente M. Cabe, Con-
sul Bryan Jess Baguio, Overseas
Workers Welfare Administra-
tion (OWWA) Welfare Officer
Redina Manlapaz.

Armed Forces of the Phil-
ippines (AFP) Senior National
Representative to the Combined
Maritime Forces in the Kingdom
of Bahrain Captain Francis C.
Cacho also graced the thanks-
giving ceremony.
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‘A new era for MICE touri

@ Kingdom’s
competitiveness is
driven by the creative
and talented Team
Bahrain, who strive to
achieve the Kingdom’s
ambitious development
goals, says HRH

® HRH CP, PM says
Bahrain is committed
to advancing its
comprehensive
development

@ Highlight this year
is a traditional Bahraini
“Gold market” area

@ Prince Salman
terms Jewellery Arabia
a notable fixture

in Bahrain’s annual
calendar of events

® 2022 marks the
30th anniversary of
Jewellery Arabia

@ Expo continues
until Saturday

TDT | Manama

is Royal Highness
Prince Salman bin
Hamad Al Khalifa, the

Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister, launched yesterday Jew-
ellery Arabia 2022 - the premier
jewellery and watch expo of the
Middle East - terming it a “new
era for MICE tourism in Bah-
rain.”

The five-day expo at Exhibi-
tion World Bahrain in Sakhir,
HRH said, reflects the ongoing
commitment of Bahrain to ad-
vancing its comprehensive de-

HRH the Crown Prince and Prime Minister opens Jewellery Arabia 2022

velopment, in line with the vi-
sions of His Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khalifa.

2022 also marks the 30th an-

Educational visit to ALBA

Aluminium
for the world

The New Millennium School Bahrain organised an educational visit to ALBA
for the students of Grade 12. Students learned about the procedures of
Aluminium extraction, starting from a detailed study of the machinery to the
safety measures within the factory premises. Students also participated in
an interactive session on the working system of the plant.

niversary of Jewellery Arabia,
which provides a platform for
local, regional and international
exhibitors to engage high-profile

Since its inception in 1992, Jewellery

Arabia has grown year-on-year to hecome
one of the most influential jewellery
marketplaces in the Middle East, regularly
uniting over 500 global brands with
55,000+ avid buyers.

vendors and designers, some of
whom are participating in the
event for the first time this year.

The highlight of this year is a
traditional Bahraini “Gold mar-

. ket” areadedicated to displaying

watches, pearl products, and
jewellery from prominent and
new designers.

The event, Prince Salman said,
with its state-of-the-art interna-
tional exhibitions and facilities,
reflects the Kingdom’s competi-

tiveness, supported by a creative
and talented Team Bahrain that
strives to meet ambitious devel-
opment goals.

In this regard, HRH pointed
out that Jewellery Arabia and its
30-year history in the Kingdom
has become a notable fixture in
Bahrain’s annual calendar of
events.

His Royal Highness appreci-
ated the significant contribution
of the late HRH Prince Khalifa

Th__e region’s first MEA Proptech Summit

SE S v i e

The MEA Proptech Summit, held at the Four Seasons Bahrain Bay, gathered the industry’s top professionals to discuss
and highlight the latest trends in the sector, including Artificial Intelligence (Al), Internet of Things (loT), Virtual Reality
(VR), blockchain and more. James Dearsley, Master of Ceremony and Co-Founder at Unissu, shared: “I have been
incredibly impressed by the professionalism at the MEA Proptech Summit, and that’s very important in this region
because nobody has solved the challenge of bringing proptech events to the Middle East. | actively encourage people to
attend such events and for Cityscape to organise more proptech-focused summits and exhibitions.” The MEA Proptech
Summit is running until 22 November 2022. The summit is also held in the run-up to the Cityscape Bahrain Exhibition’s
official grand opening, taking place 22-24 November at the Exhibition World Bahrain.

bin Salman Al Khalifa, who sup-
ported the founding of Jewellery
Arabia and wished the organis-
ers every success.

For her part, the Minister of
Tourism, Fatima bint Jafar Al
Sairafi, affirmed that the tourism
sector is boosting its share in the
GDP, thanks to the Royal Direc-
tives of His Majesty the King and
the continuous support of His
Royal Highness.

“Jewellery Arabia, and Exhibi-
tion World Bahrain, are evidence
of a developing and competitive
tourism sector in the Kingdom,”
the minister said.

Open free of charge to the
public, the expo offers a wide
selection of finished jewellery,
luxury timepieces, fine writing
instruments, objects d’art, acces-
sories and precious stones.

China to fine Ant
Group over $1 bn

Reuters | Hong Kong

hinese authorities are

poised to impose a fine
of more than $1 billion on
Jack Ma’s Ant Group, said
six sources with direct
knowledge of the matter,
setting the stage for end-
ing the fintech company’s
two-year long regulatory
overhaul. Ant’s fine would
be the largest regulatory
penalty imposed on a Chi-
nese internet company
since ride-hailing major
Didi Global was fined $1.2
bn by China’s cybersecurity
regulator in July.

The fintech firm’s af-
filiate, e-commerce titan
Alibaba Group (9988.HK),
last year received a re-
cord fine of 18 billion yuan
($2.51 bn) for antitrust
violations.

A fine will likely focus
on Ant’s alleged violations
relating to a “disorderly
expansion of capital” and
the corresponding financial
risks its once freewheeling
businesses have caused, said
one of the sources.
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News in brief

4 The UN High
Commiissioner for Human
Rights said yesterday that the situation
in Iran was “critical”, describing a
hardening of the authorities’ response
to protests that have resulted in
more than 300 deaths in the past
two months. “The rising number of
deaths from protests in Iran, including
those of two children at the weekend, and the
hardening of the response by security forces,
underline the critical situation in the country,”

erin he il sivatoninthecontry than 300 killed
said a spokesperson for UN human rights chie ° °
Volker Turk at a Geneva news briefing. The Office -UN rlghts ChIEf

of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) said that more than 300
people had been killed so far, including more than 40 children. These deaths
occurred across the country, with deaths reported in 25 of 31 provinces. In the
same briefing, OHCHR spokesperson Jeremy Laurence also voiced concern about
the situation in mainly Kurdish cities where it has reports of more than 40 people
killed by security forces over the past week.

-

Iran situation

‘critical’ with more

¢ President Vladimir Putin yesterday touted Russia’s Arctic power at a
flag-raising ceremony and dock launch for two nuclear-powered icebreakers that

Putin touts will ensure year-round navigation in the Western
Y . Arctic. Presiding via video link from the Kremlin
Russm,s Q:'lcltlc h of at the launch ceremony in the former imperial
power ",'" aunch o capital of St Petershurg in northern Russia,
nuclear icebreakers

Putin said such icebreakers were of strategic
importance for the country. “Both icebreakers
were laid down as part of a large serial project
and are part of our large-scale, systematic work
to re-equip and replenish the domestic icebreaker
fleet, to strengthen Russia’s status as a great Arctic
“ power,” Putin said. The 173.3-metre (569 feet)
Yakutia, with a displacement of up to 33,540 tonnes,
can smash through ice of up to three metres. It will enter service in 2024. Two
other icebreakers in the same series, the Arktika and the Sibir, are already in
service, and another, the Chukotka, is scheduled for 2026.

& Malaysia’s king said yesterday he will pick the next prime minister,
after the leading two contenders

failed to win a majority in . MaIaVSIa

last weekend's election and k"]g to C!‘Qose
his proposal for the two to prime minister
work together was turned in post-election
down. The vote resultedinan € crisis

unprecedented hung parliament,

with neither opposition leader Anwar Ibrahim nor former premier Muhyiddin

Yassin winning the simple majority needed to form a government. To break the

stalemate, King Al-Sultan Abdullah suggested the two rivals work together to

form a ‘unity government’, Muhyiddin said, but added that he will not work with

Anwar. Muhyiddin runs a Malay Muslim conservation alliance, while Anwar runs a
multi-ethnic coalition.

Putin to meet
mothers of soldiers
called up to fightin

Ukraine

& Russian President Vladimir Putin will

in the coming days meet the mothers of reservists
called up to fight in Ukraine, the Kremlin said
yesterday. The war in Ukraine has killed and
wounded tens of thousands of soldiers on both
sides, according to the United States, and the Russian invasion has triggered the
higgest confrontation between Moscow and the West since the 1962 Cuban Missile
crisis. The United States’ top general estimated on Nov. 9 that Russia and Ukraine

had each seen more than 100,000 of their soldiers killed or wounded.

My baby’s’

Daily Mail

Most mothers would de-
spair at their child’s
unruly mop of hair, but this
Welsh mum is delighted with
her daughter’s untamable bar-
net.

Proud mum Aliyah Lewis,
24, from Barry Island, regular-
ly uploads photos and videos of
her four month old baby girl
Arla with her adorable hair
which has led people to com-
paring her to a dandelion.

Even when she tries to brush
her hair, Arla’s hair sticks back
up and keeps growing out-
wards.

Laughing about it now, Ali-
yah even admits when she puts
Arla’s hair up in a hair bob-
ble she is likened to an onion,
dandelion and even scientist
Albert Einstein.

It is suspected that Arla was
born with uncombable hair
syndrome, and she has gained
thousands of devoted fans af-
ter a series of videos on social
media.

She explains: ‘Arla was born
with a lot or hair, it didn't start

crazy’ hair

Aliyah Lewis with her four month old
baby girl Arla

standing up crazy until her
first bath, everyone thinks it’s
crazy and they love it, we never
want it to go "normal”

‘Even if I try and brush it, it
will just stick up but I brush
it everyday, sometimes I put
a bow in sometimes but she
doesn'tlike it and if sometimes
a bobble but if she has it up
she looks like an onion, so we
just put a headband on, or let
it go wild.
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An aerial view of an area affected by landslides following earthquake hit in

Cianjur, West Java province, Indonesia

QUOTE
OF THE
DAY

KEEP SMILING, BECAUSE LIFE IS A
BEAUTIFUL THING AND THERE’S SO
MUCH TO SMILE ABOUT

MARILYN MONROE

A damaged car is seen on the site of a landslide following earthquake hit in

Cianjur, West Java province, Indonesia

Indonesia quake toll hits 268,
many were children at school

Death toll from
5.6-magnitude
earthquake

expect to rise

® Dozens trapped in
the rubble - officials

Some areas cut
off by landslide

Reuters | Cianjur, Indonesia

n earthquake that struck
Alndonesia’s West Java
killed at least 268 peo-

ple, many of them children, with
151 still missing, disaster relief
officials said yesterday, as res-
cuers searched the rubble of de-
stroyed buildings for survivors.
The shallow 5.6-magnitude
quake struck in Indonesia’s
most populous province on
Monday afternoon, causing sig-
nificant damage to the town of
Cianjur, about 75 km (45 miles)

Straddling the so-called Ring of
Fire, a highly seismically active
zone where different plates on the
earth’s crust meet, Indonesia has a
history of devastating earthquakes.
In 2004, a 9.1 magnitude quake
off Sumatra island in northern
Indonesia triggered a tsunami that
struck 14 countries, killing 226,000
people.

Medical workers treat a victim outside the district hospital after earthquake hit
in Cianjur, West Java province, Indonesia

=

A man carries an injured child to receive treatment at a hospital, after an
earthquake hit in Cianjur, West Java province, Indonesia

southeast of the capital, Jakarta,
and burying at least one village
under a landslide.

Disaster agency chief Suhar-
yanto told reporters that more
than 1,000 people had been
injured, 58,000 displaced and
22,000 houses damaged.

Landslides and rough terrain
hampered rescue efforts on

Tuesday, said Henri Alfiandi,

Ly 7 F £

head of National Search and
Rescue Agency (Basarnas).

“The challenge is the affected
area is spread out... On top of
that, the roads in these villag-
es are damaged,” Alfiandi told
reporters.

Many of the victims were chil-
dren who had been at school at
the time the quake hit, he said.

While strong earthquakes of

magnitude 6 or 7 are relative-
ly common in Indonesia, of-
ten off-shore where fault lines
run, Monday’s quake of a low-
er magnitude had such deadly
consequences because it struck
on land at a relatively shallow
depth.

Officials said many of the
dead were killed when poorly
constructed buildings collapsed,
with the president calling for re-
construction efforts to include
earthquake-proof housing.

President Joko Widodo trav-
elled to Cianjur on Tuesday to
encourage rescuers.

“My instruction is to priori-
tise evacuating victims that are
still trapped under rubble,” he
said.

Survivors had gathered over-
night in a Cianjur hospital park-
inglot. Some of the injured were
treated in tents, others were
hooked up to intravenous drips
on the pavement as medical

& workers stitched up patients

under torch light.

“Everything collapsed be-
neath me and I was crushed
beneath this child,” Cucu, a
48-year-old resident, told Reu-
ters.

“Two of my kids survived, T
dug them up ... Two others I
brought here, and one is still
missing,” she s