
IF YOU SET YOUR GOALS 
RIDICULOUSLY HIGH AND IT’S A 
FAILURE, YOU WILL FAIL ABOVE 
EVERYONE ELSE’S SUCCESS.
JAMES CAMERON
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Compromise of the No-
bles in Habsburg Neth-
erlands closes against 
inquisition

Treaty of Ghent signed, ending the War of 
1812 between the United States, the United 

Kingdom and their allies

 1st radioactive isotope medicine adminis-
tered in Berkeley, California

US President FDR appoints 
General Eisenhower 

Supreme Commander of 
the Allied forces

People needed to adopt a “vaccine-
plus” approach, with vaccinations 
and booster shots complemented 

by mask-wearing, while ruling 
out “non-essential” contacts over 

Christmas and New Year
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION’S REGIONAL DIRECTOR FOR EUROPE 
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Pr e s i d e n t  Ko v i n d 
witnessed the oper-

ational demonstration 
by the Southern Naval 
Command in Kochi. The 
event displayed the com-
bat capability of ships 
and aircraft of the navy 
and showcased naval 
prowess and operations.

@rashtrapatibhvn

 The UAE today rep-
resents an important 

economic depth for the 
African continent, and 
relations with them have 
made very rapid progress 
in recent years.

@HHShkMohd

The first tranche of 
1M COVID-19 vaccine 

doses arrived in Afghani-
stan today, adding to the 
3.3M the U.S. previous-
ly provided via #COVAX. 
We are committed to sup-
porting the humanitar-
ian needs of the Afghan 
people, which includes 
providing safe and effec-
tive vaccines to save lives.

@SecBlinken

It has been an honour 
to visit Lebanon once 

again - but it grieves me 
to see the people of this 
beautiful country suf-
fering so much. Political 
leaders must work to-
gether to implement re-
forms that respond to the 
demands of the people 
& give hope for a better 
future.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

02

276,988,687
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248,377,753
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New cases 

New deaths 
+405,154

+4,752

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 377,081 21,457 313,782 41,842

Saudi 
Arabia

551,462 +252 8,867 +2 540,393 2,202

UAE 745,555 +665 2,154 739,277 4,124

Kuwait 414,270 2,466 411,145 659

Oman 304,938 +42 4,113 300,227 598

Qatar 247,082 +185 614 244,145 2,323

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 52,268,647 831,253

2 India 34,758,481 478,325

3 Brazil 22,219,477 617,991

4 UK 11,647,473 147,573

5 Russia 10,292,983 300,269

6 Turkey 9,209,740 80,778

7 France 8,713,756 121,946

8 Germany 6,910,368 110,168

9 Iran 6,177,885 131,211

10 Spain 5,585,054 88,887

11 Italy 5,472,469 136,077

12 Argentina 5,404,380 116,953

13 Colombia 5,110,788 129,534

14 Indonesia 4,261,072 144,034
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News in brief 
 u A leading Hong Kong 
university has fenced off a 
statue on its campus that 
for more than two decades 
has commemorated pro-
democracy protesters killed during 
China’s Tiananmen Square crackdown 
in 1989.  Late on Wednesday night, 
security guards at the University of 
Hong Kong (HKU) fenced off the eight-metre 
high, two-tonne copper sculpture called 
the “Pillar of Shame” that commemorates 
those killed by Chinese authorities more 
than three decades ago. A crane and at least 
one shipping container was brought into the 
campus as construction workers milled around the area, according to two Reuters 
reporters on the scene just after midnight local time. Loud construction noise 
could be heard, they said.

u Portugal’s health minister yesterday predicted the Omicron 
variant would trigger 
a record number of 
infections in the coming 
days as authorities 
reported nearly 9,000 new 
cases, the highest since 
early February and up from 
5,754 the previous day. 

Although the country has one of the world’s highest rates of COVID-19 vaccination 
with around 87% of its 10 million population fully inoculated, daily infections 
have returned to levels last seen when Portugal faced its worst wave of the illness 
in the first two months of the year. “We will most likely reach an (all-time) record 
number of cases in the coming days,” Health Minister Marta Temido said in an 
interview with TVI television.

u Pfizer 
Inc said 
yesterday 
the US Food 
and Drug 
Administration 
authorised its antiviral COVID-19 pill, making it the first at-home treatment for 
the coronavirus that is expected to become an important tool in the fight against 
the fast spreading Omicron variant. Data from Pfizer’s clinical trial showed its 
antiviral regimen was 90% effective in preventing hospitalizations and deaths in 
patients at high risk of severe illness. Recent lab data suggests the drug retains 
its effectiveness against Omicron. The agency said it authorized the oral drug 
for emergency use for the treatment of mild-to-moderate disease in adults and 
pediatric patients of 12 years of age and older weighing at least 40 kilograms, or 
about 88 pounds, who are at high risk for progression to severe COVID-19.

u A Harvard University professor was convicted 
on Tuesday of US charges that he lied about his 
ties to a China-run recruitment programme in a 
closely-watched case stemming from a crackdown 
on Chinese influence within US research. A federal 

jury in Boston found Charles Lieber, a renowned nanoscientist and the former 
chairman of Harvard’s chemistry department, guilty of making false statements to 
authorities, filing false tax returns and failing to report a Chinese bank account.

Portugal 
braces 
for record 
COVID-19 cases 
as Omicron 

spreads

Pfizer oral 
COVID-19 pill gets 
US authorization 
for at-home use

Harvard 
professor convicted 
by US jury of lying 

about China ties

Hong Kong 
university fences 
off Tiananmen 
statue on campus
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Is the Greeting 
Card Dying? 

The survival of 
greeting card 

companies 
like American 
Greetings and 
Hallmark  can 

be attributed 
only to their 

technological 
adaptability. 

Their 
willingness to 

offer digital 
options to their 

customers. 

“There’s an old Christmas card in an old dusty trunk 
And it brings back sweet memories dear to me 
‘Tho it’s faded and worn, it’s as precious as the morn 

When I found it ‘neath our first Christmas tree.” 
As this song of Jim Reeves softly played in a shopping mall in 

Bahrain, it brought back memories of my own childhood. When 
Christmas cards were, really, an important thing. 

The thrill was not only in receiving them by post but also in 
going to greeting card shops and choosing the cards. Finding 
the right card for the right person was a special art. 

The pictures, designs, and, most importantly, the wordings 
were important. Especially, if you wanted to wish your faraway 
friends, your displaced family, or that special someone! 

With postal networks terribly busy at that time, you had to 
even plan your mailing effectively, if you wanted your loved 
ones to receive the cards in time. 

This new digital age now, with its Internet browsing, email 
communication and social media sharing, has given us the con-
venience of speed, choice, and creativity. But it has also – sadly 
– killed the charm and romance of ‘the greeting card.’ 

Beautiful hand-written, personal lines used to evoke a special 
sense of joy and elation. 

I might sound incredibly old fashioned. But I ask myself, 
what do the new age iconoclasts, these young ones on mobile 
phones, know what they have missed? 

Can their snapchatting – with con-
torted faces, enormous eyeglasses, 
elongated noses, cat-whiskers cheeks, 
and flowers in their heads - ever re-
place the joy and thrill we had gotten 
once from mere paper? Or how those 
simple scribbles from our creative 
friend, uplifted us! 

A Christmas favourite of Carpenters, 
has these words: 

“Greeting cards have all been sent 
The Christmas rush is through 
But I still have one wish to make 
A special one for you!” 
But today, the greeting card itself is 

through. 
“Is 2014 the year the Christmas card 

died?” asked an article in The Guard-
ian (6 December 2014). It hinted that 
“a younger generation that prefers 
social media” is killing off a 171-year-
old tradition. 

But then, “Christmas cards survive 
the digital age by going upmarket” 
declared another article in The Tel-
egraph (17 December 2016). It said 

that “a study by the Royal Mail has found that 72 percent 
of people who celebrate Christmas would prefer to receive 

printed cards”. 
However, “Holiday cards are having a moment, thanks to 

their popularity with millennials” according to Patrick Priore, 
Paper Source’s chief product officer. He says that 2021 holiday 
card sales are up 14 percent compared with 2019, in the USA 
(Washington Post, 8 Dec 2021).  

But I doubt if it will stay. It is more like a pandemic aberration 
than a serious trend. 

The big question is who would still prefer to go, buy, and post 
greeting cards? 

The tradition of exchanging reeting cards seems to be on 
its deathbed. It is in the decline stage of its product life cycle. 

We should accept the inevitable. Like all good things, at least, 
these cards did not end. They just evolved into different forms 
on digital platforms. 

The survival of greeting card companies like American Greet-
ings and Hallmark can be attributed only to their technological 
adaptability. Their willingness to offer digital options to their 
customers. 

Today, we can create our own computer animations. Our own 
personalised cards; with templates of Christmas pictures and 
customizable videos, like those on JibJab.com.  

But then, a printed card, with handwritten words, is simply 
irreplaceable.  

My feelings are like Jim Reeves,’ who sings, 
“Guess I’m always sentimental ‘round this time 
Pardon me if a tear falls among my Christmas cheer 
It’s the memory of an old Christmas card...” 

A South African study published 
on Wednesday suggested that 

those infected with Omicron were 
significantly less likely to end up 
in hospital than those with Delta, 
although the authors said some of 

that was probably due to high levels 
of immunity in the population.

KNOW

BETTER

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and 
do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Daily Tribune)

Omicron severity answered in 3-4 weeks, WHO official says
• Kluge said it was not 
clear how long immunity 
lasted after a third dose

• Israel is set to become 
the first country to offer 
fourth vaccine doses

• Some studies suggest 
Omicron causes less 
severe disease than 
the Delta variant

Reuters | Brussels

Omicron will become the 
dominant coronavirus var-
iant in Europe by the start 

of 2022 and three to four weeks 
is needed to determine the se-
verity of the COVID-19 it causes, 
the World Health Organisation’s 

European head said yesterday. 
Hans Kluge has warned coun-

tries to brace for a “significant 
surge” in cases.

He told in an interview yester-
day that Omicron, already dom-
inant in Britain, Denmark and 
Portugal, was likely to be the main 
coronavirus strain in Europe “in a 
couple of weeks”.

“There is no doubt that Europe 
is once again the epicentre of the 
global pandemic,” said Kluge, the 
WHO Regional Director for Eu-

rope, adding that infections were 
up 40% from a year ago and Omi-
cron was now taking over.

“Yes, I’m very concerned, but 
there is no reason for panic,” he 
said. “The good news is... we 
know what to do.” People need-
ed to adopt a “vaccine-plus” ap-
proach, with vaccinations and 
booster shots complemented by 
mask-wearing, while ruling out 
“non-essential” contacts over 
Christmas and New Year, he said.

Countries should also be ready 

to implement stricter measures, 
but lockdowns should only be 
used as a last resort, given the 
economic and social cost.

Kluge said it was not clear how 
long immunity lasted after a third 
dose. Israel is set to become the 
first country to offer fourth vac-
cine doses to more vulnerable 
people.

“But then let’s remember that 
Israel was the first one to start. So 
I would say that a fourth dose in 
Israel is like a third dose in other 

countries,” he said.

LESS SEVERE COVID?
Some studies suggest Omicron 

causes less severe disease than 
the Delta variant that is dominant 
in most countries, but scientists 
are still debating this point.

Kluge said it would likely be 
three to four weeks before the 
question was answered.

While the coronavirus could 
not be eliminated, it could be sta-
bilised, allowing hospitals to han-
dle more cancer and cardio-vas-
cular diseases.

Controlling the virus would 
come through vaccines, boosters, 
doubling the number of people 
wearing masks indoors, venti-
lation and use of new COVID-19 
drugs.

Kluge said the good news from 
history was that every pandemic 
had ended.

“This virus has surprised us 

more than once so I would say 
I don’t know when it will finish, 
but I think that we are on track 
that our lives will normalise next 
year, particularly if - we don’t 
know – if Omicron would be less 
severe,” he said.

“The key issue is how do we 

survive the winter, how do we 
leave no one behind.”

Not enough data available
WHO’s technical lead on COV-

ID-19, Maria van Kerkhove, said, 
in a briefing with media, “We do 
have some data suggesting that 
rates of hospitalisation are lower.”

But she cautioned against 
drawing conclusions from the 
early data because “we have not 
seen this variant circulate long 
enough in populations around 
the world, certainly in vulnerable 
populations”.

She said the data on the new 
variant, first identified in south-
ern Africa and Hong Kong in 
November, was still “messy” as 
countries reported its arrival and 
spread. “We have been asking 
people to be cautious, we have 
been asking countries to be cau-
tious, and to really think, espe-
cially as these holidays are com-
ing up.”

Spain’s ‘Fat One’ Christmas lottery leaves winners elated, sellers frustrated
Reuters | Madrid

Lucky lottery players popped 
champagne corks across 

Spain on Wednesday afternoon 
as the winning numbers in a mul-
ti-billion euro Christmas draw 
were revealed, even as some tick-
et sellers protested to demand 
higher commissions on sales.

Known as ‘El Gordo’ (The Fat 
One), the festive draw dates back 
to 1812. Millions participate, ea-
ger for a piece of a large prize pot 
that this year reached 2.41 billion 
euros ($2.72 billion).

As the same numbers can be 
sold multiple times, winning tick-
ets are often spread across differ-

ent winners in different regions, 
with this year’s top prize landing 
in Madrid and the Canary Islands.

A local handball team in the 
Basque town of Basauri, just out-
side Bilbao, handed out some 120 
tickets that each scooped the sec-
ond prize worth 1.25 million eu-
ros, though most of them will be 
split among many owners.

The club president told local 
media around 1,200 people in the 
community would get a share.

“I haven’t processed it yet. I 
was in the mountains with the 
dogs,” said Jose Manuel Fernan-
dez, who had a share in one of the 
tickets. “My wife didn’t believe it, 

she began to scream ... We’re not 
used to winning.”

In the months leading up to the 
draw, in which a larger number of 
smaller prizes are also distribut-
ed, many Spaniards club together 
to buy tickets or fractions of them, 

often favouring particular ven-
dors or numbers.

“You never expect it,” said Javi-
er Monino whose recently-ac-
quired kiosk in Madrid’s Atocha 
train station sold tickets worth 
more than 500 million euros in 
prizes.

“You always think you might 
sell it, then it happens,” he said, 
before spraying champagne out-
side his concession.

But not everyone was in high 
spirits. Some sellers walked off 
the job in protest at the 4% com-
mission they get on Christmas 
tickets, compared with 6% on 
other draws, leaving them strug-

gling to make ends meet, they say.
“It’s been 17 years that we’ve 

received the same commission,” 
said Natalia de la Fuente, 31, the 
daughter of a lottery seller.

“Prices go up, taxes go up and 
the commissions remain the same 
... This is impossible.”

She joined dozens of chanting 
protesters outside Madrid’s Te-
atro Real, where the draw takes 
place.

Inside, pairs of schoolchildren 
picked the winning numbers and 
sang them out to an enthusiastic 
crowd sporting extravagant cos-
tumes, ranging from Santa’s elves 
to the pope.

A man dressed in a costume sits before the draw of Spain’s traditional Christmas 
Lottery “El Gordo” (The Fat One) at the Royal Theatre, in Madrid, Spain

A local handball team in the 
Basque town of Basauri, just 
outside Bilbao, handed out 
some 120 tickets that each 

scooped the second prize worth 
1.25 million euros, though most 

of them will be split among 
many owners.

Death toll from Madagascar 
boat sinking climbs to 83

Reuters | Antmamarivo

The death toll from the 
sinking of a cargo ship off 

the coast of northeastern Mad-
agascar rose to 83 yesterday as 
bad weather ended the search 
for five missing passengers, the 
maritime agency said.

The ship, which was not au-
thorised to take passengers, 
was overloaded and water 
flooded the engine before it 
sank on Monday, said Mamy 
Randrianavony, director of op-
erations at sea at the Maritime 
and River Port Agency (APMF).

Fifty survivors have been 
found, APMF said. The search 
for the five remaining missing 
passengers would resume on 
Thursday. One of the search 
helicopters carrying General 
Serge Gellé, who heads the 
national Gendarmerie, crashed 

at sea late on Monday. Gellé 
was found alive on Tuesday 
morning after 13 hours, during 
which time he used the pilot’s 
seat as a float.

“Since I couldn’t fight the 
waves, I knew I wouldn’t make 
it to dry land. Yet I was very 
close. I arrived within 500 me-
ters, but the waves sent me 
back because I was getting 
tired,” Gellé said in a video 
posted by the Gendarmerie.

“I thank heaven that there 
was a fisherman. But the fish-
erman’s canoe was too small. 
So he had to come back for a 
bigger canoe. So I stayed two 
more hours in the sea,” Gellé 
said from a hospital in the 
Madagascan capital.

Another passenger from the 
helicopter, a mechanic, was 
also found alive. Two other 
passengers are unaccounted 
for.

The wreck of the boat ‘Francia’, that sank off the coast on Monday, is pulled 
to the beach in northeastern Madagascar

Russia agrees to begin security 
talks with US at start of year
• Ukraine and the West 
have accused Russia 
of considering a new 
attack on Ukraine

• Putin said on Tuesday 
that Russia had no 
room to retreat

Reuters | Moscow

Russia will enter talks with US 
negotiators on security guar-

antees it wants from the West 
at the start of next year, Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov said yes-
terday, amid concerns over a 
Russian military build-up near 
Ukraine’s border.

Ukraine and the West have 
accused Russia of considering a 
new attack on Ukraine as early as 
next month. Russia denies that, 
despite moving tens of thousands 
of troops to staging posts closer 
to Ukraine.

President Vladimir Putin said 
on Tuesday that Russia had no 
room to retreat in its standoff with 
the United States over what Mos-
cow views as Washington’s unac-
ceptable military aid for Ukraine 

and would be forced into a tough 
response unless the West dropped 
its “aggressive line”.  

He said that Moscow wants le-
gally-binding security guarantees 
that certain offensive weapons 
will not be deployed to countries 
that neighbour Russia and for 
NATO to halt its eastwards ex-
pansion.

Russia has handed over a list 
of detailed security guarantees 
to Washington that it wants from 
the West.

“It is agreed that at the very 
start of next year bilateral contact 
between American negotiators 
and ours will become the first 
round (of talks),” Lavrov said.

He said Russia had presented 
American officials with a docu-

ment concerning US-Russia rela-
tions and that foreign policy aides 
to Putin and US President Joe Bid-
en had agreed to further work.

Moscow wanted to discuss a 
second document it had present-
ed, a draft agreement between 
Russia and NATO countries, after 
the first meeting, but also in Jan-
uary, Lavrov said.

Chairman of the US Joint Chiefs 
of Staff General Mark Milley 
spoke with his Russian counter-
part earlier today and they dis-
cussed “regional security-related 
issues of concern,” the US military 
said.

“The phone call is a continua-
tion of communication between 
both leaders to ensure risk re-
duction and operational de-con-
fliction. In accordance with past 
practice, both have agreed to keep 
the specific details of their con-
versation private,” the military 
added.

NATO on Tuesday said it would 
seek meaningful discussions with 
Moscow early next year to address 
tensions.

The NATO-Russia Council (NRC) 
was created in 2002 to facilitate 
consultation between the Western 
military alliance and Moscow, but 
relations are strained and it last 
convened in July 2019.

Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov

Sudan’s PM Hamdok 
intends to resign
Reuters | Khartoum

Sudan Prime Minister Ab-
dalla Hamdok has told a 

group of national political and 
intellectual figures that he 
intends to resign in the com-
ing hours, two sources close 
to Hamdok told Reuters on 
Tuesday.

Hamdok was reinstated 
on Nov. 21 following a coup 
a month earlier that saw the 
military take power and end a 
transitional partnership with 
political parties.

While several political forc-
es took part in drafting the 
agreement, according to the 
sources, it has faced wide-
spread criticism from parties 
and the general public.

On Saturday, hundreds of 
thousands of people marched 
on the presidential palace re-
jecting both military rule and 
Hamdok’s decision to return, 
which he had said he took 
to preserve gains made dur-
ing the transition and to end 
bloodshed.

Some 47 people have died 
in crackdowns on protests 
against military rule, includ-
ing two as a result of Saturday’s 
protest. The United Nations 
said on Tuesday that it had re-
ceived reports of rape or gang 

rape of 13 women and girls.
Sources close to Hamdok 

had said previously he would 
only remain in office if he 
had political support and if 
the agreement was enforced. 
It called on the military to 
release political detainees, 
protect freedom of expres-
sion and allow Hamdok to 
independently appoint a new 
cabinet. In a statement over 
the weekend, Hamdok said 
Sudan was inching towards 
“the abyss,” blaming politi-
cal intransigence and lack of 
consensus on a new political 
agreement.The group Hamdok 
spoke to on Tuesday called on 
him to stay in his position but 
he insisted he would leave, the 
sources added.

Sudanese Prime Minister Abdalla 
Hamdok


