
WHO warns of ‘fake news’ after Musk pandemic treaty tweet
AFP | Geneva

The World Health Organi-
zation yesterday warned 

against “fake news” after Twit-
ter boss Elon Musk tweeted 
that countries should not “cede 
authority to WHO” amid nego-
tiations over a new pandemic 
treaty.

“The claim that the accord 
will cede power to WHO is quite 
simply false. It’s fake news. 
Countries will decide what the 
accord says,” WHO chief Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus told a 
press conference.

Tedros did not mention Musk 
by name, but earlier yesterday 
he had also tweeted a response 
at the Twitter chief, insisting 
“countries aren’t ceding sover-
eignty to WHO.”

“The Pandemic Accord won’t 

change that. The accord will 
help countries better guard 
against pandemics. It will help 
us to better protect people re-
gardless of whether they live in 
countries that are rich or poor,” 
he tweeted.

The exchange came as ne-

gotiations proceed towards a 
global accord aimed at helping 
prevent and swiftly respond to 
future pandemics, with a final 
text expected to go to a vote 
among WHO member states in 
May 2024.

First 3D-printed rocket lifts 
off but fails to reach orbit

AFP | Cape Canaveral

The world’s first 3D-print-
ed rocket launched suc-

cessfully yesterday, marking a 
step forward for the California 
company behind the innova-
tive spacecraft, though it failed 
to reach orbit.

Billed as less costly to pro-
duce and fly, the unmanned 
Terran 1 rocket launched from 
Cape Canaveral, Florida at 
11:25 pm (0325 GMT yesterday) 
but suffered an “anomaly” dur-
ing second-stage separation as 
it streamed towards low Earth 
orbit, according to a livestream 
broadcast by aerospace startup 
Relativity Space.

The company did not im-
mediately give further details.

While it failed to reach orbit, 
Wednesday’s launch proved 
that the rocket -- whose mass 
is 85 percent 3D-printed -- 
could withstand the rigors of 
lift-off.

The successful launch came 
on the third attempt. It had 
originally been scheduled to 
launch on March 8 but was 
postponed at the last minute 

because of propellant temper-
ature issues.

A second attempt on March 
11 was scrubbed due to fuel 
pressure problems.

Had Terran 1 reached low 
Earth orbit, it would have been 
the first privately funded ve-
hicle using methane fuel to 
do so on its first try, according 
to Relativity. Terran 1 was not 
carrying a payload for its first 
flight, but the rocket will even-
tually be capable of putting up 
to 2,755 pounds (1,250 kilo-
grams) into low Earth orbit.

SUCCESS IS THE SUM OF SMALL 
EFFORTS - REPEATED DAY IN AND 
DAY OUT
ROBERT COLLIER
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Pr e s i d e n t  O b a m a 
says: We’re a nation 

that does what’s hard, 
what’s necessary, and 
what’s right. That’s the 
Affordable Care Act. And 
because of it — today — 
40 million Americans 
have the peace of mind 
that comes with health 
coverage.

@POTUS

Grateful to Iceland 
for recognizing the 

Holodomor of 1932-
1933 as genocide of the 
Ukrainian people, for 
honoring the memory of 
millions of Ukrainians 
killed by the Moscow 
regime. It is a clear sig-
nal that such crimes do 
not go unpunished and 
do not have a statute of 
limitations.

@ZelenskyyUa

Ramadan Mubarak! I’m 
sending my warm-

est wishes to Muslims 
across the country and 
around the world who are 
marking the start of the 
holy month of Ramadan. 
May this time with your 
loved ones be blessed and 
peaceful.

@JustinTrudeau

Humanity faces a 
difficult truth: cli-

mate change is making 
our planet uninhabitable. 
On #WorldMetDay & be-
yond, let’s commit to live 
up to our responsibili-
ties & ensure that future 
generations inherit a bet-
ter tomorrow. It’s time 
to end the relentless & 
senseless war on nature.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 
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News in brief 
 u The Marburg virus 
epidemic in Equatorial 
Guinea has left 20 

people dead over the past two months, the 
World Health Organisation said yesterday. 
The outbreak of the haemorrhagic fever, which is 
almost as deadly as Ebola, has now spread beyond 
the province of Kie-Ntem, where it caused the first 
known deaths in January, and has reached Bata, 
the economic capital of the small central African 
country, according to the government.

 u Australia’s prime 
minister yesterday (Mar 23) 
made a tearful appeal to 
voters, asking them to support the creation of an 
aboriginal “voice” in lawmaking as he announced 
the wording of the referendum question. Anthony 
Albanese said that Australians had a chance to make 
up for centuries of injustice, formally recognise 
aboriginal and Torres Strait Island groups, and give 
them a voice in decision-making at a vote later this 
year. This is “about how our nation sees ourselves. 
Whether we have the confidence to embrace our history”, said Albanese, painting 
the vote as a chance for Australians to make their country fairer.

 u Taiwan recalled 
yesterday its ambassador 
to Honduras over a visit 

by Tegucigalpa’s foreign minister to 
China, Taipei’s government said in a 
statement. “Honduras ignored more than 
80 years of friendship between (Taiwan 
and Honduras) when they sent their foreign 
minister to China, which has seriously 
damaged the feelings of our government 
and people,” said a foreign ministry 

statement. “We have decided to immediately recall our ambassador in Honduras 
to express our strong dissatisfaction.” The announcement came as Honduran 
Foreign Minister Eduardo Enrique Reina was heading to China to hold talks on the 
establishment of diplomatic relations with Beijing, government officials said.

Marburg virus toll rises to 
20 in Equatorial Guinea

Taiwan recalls ambassador to 
Honduras over FM’s China visit

Australian PM calls on voters 
to back aboriginal ‘voice’

The first 3D printed rocket, Terran 1, taking off from Launch Complex 16 in 
Cape Canaveral, Florida

Kyiv threatens Bakhmut counterattack
Ukrainian commander warns of impending counterattack against Russian forces in Bakhmut as Zelensky visits Kherson

• Battle for Bakhmut 
has been longest, 
bloodiest of war

AFP | Kyiv

A top Ukrainian command-
er yesterday threatened 
an impending counter-

attack against Russian forces in 
the frontline town of Bakhmut 
as President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky visited Kherson, still partially 
controlled by Russia.

Oleksandr Syrsky, commander 
of Ukraine’s ground forces, said 
Russian troops were “exhausted” 
near Bakhmut, the scene of the 
longest and bloodiest battle since 
the Russian invasion last year.

Bakhmut -- an eastern town 
which once had an estimated 
population of around 70,000 
people -- has virtually emptied 
of civilians over months of fierce 
fighting between Russian and 
Ukrainian forces.

“The aggressor has not given 
up hope of taking Bakhmut at all 

costs despite losses in manpower 
and equipment,” said Syrsky.

“Sparing nothing, they are los-
ing significant strength and be-
coming exhausted.

“Very soon we will take advan-
tage of this opportunity, like we 
did near Kyiv, Kharkiv, Balakli-
ya and Kupiansk,” he added, re-
ferring to successful Ukrainian 
counteroffensives last year.

Kyiv considers Bakhmut key to 

holding back Russian forces along 
the entire eastern front.

Both sides have invested heav-
ily in the fight, even though ana-
lysts say the city has little strate-
gic value.

The head of Russia’s Wagner 
mercenary group said this week 
that his forces were in control of 
around 70 percent of the city. A 
Russian aide in the wider Donetsk 
region has said the city was “prac-

tically surrounded”.
Zelensky on Wednesday rec-

ognised troops had a “difficult” 
task as he visited the eastern front 
near Bakhmut.

‘Returning’ to Kherson 
Yesterday, he said he was on a 

“working trip to Kherson region” 
-- the southern region still partly 
controlled by the Russians, who 
are dug in on the eastern bank 
of the Dnipro river and routinely 
shell Kherson city, killing civil-
ians.

Ukrainian forces recaptured 
Kherson city, the administrative 
centre of the southern region, last 
November following a strategic 
withdrawal of Russian forces.

Zelensky said his visit included 
one village where “houses and 
civilian infrastructural facilities 
were damaged” as a re-sult of 
Russia’s invasion.

He said local authorities were 
restoring essential services like 
electricity and water in the village 
and rebuilding a medi-cal centre.

“People are returning,” he said 
in the post on social media yes-
terday.

“I talked to the locals about 
their problems and needs,” he 
added.

Kherson, a gateway to the Black 
Sea and the Sea of Azov, was cap-
tured easily and early by Russian 
forces in the early days of their 
February 2022 invasion.

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin claimed to have annexed 
Kherson and three other regions 
in Ukraine last September, de-
spite not having full military con-
trol over any of them.

Zelensky, in a separate post, 
said he held a coordination meet-
ing with officials and discussed 
de-mining and recon-struction in 
recaptured territory.

The head of Kherson’s region-
al military administration, Ol-
eksandr Prokudin, said Russian 
forces had killed one person and 
wounded two others over the last 
24 hours.

Tornado hits southern California 
as wild weather continues

AFP | San Francisco

A tornado tore through a south-
ern California city, ripping 

roofs off buildings and throwing 
cars around, as the state’s ongo-
ing winter weather drama turned 
even wilder.

A swirling mass of wind -- of the 
kind usually seen in the Midwest 
-- raked the city of Montebello 
near Los Angeles, breaking win-
dows and sending residents scur-
rying to safety.

“I was driving... and I saw this 
tornado in front of me and had to 
reverse out,” one local business 
owner told broadcaster KTLA.

“The tornado took off the roof 
of the building. All the windows of 
the cars are shattered. Cars were 
destroyed, it was just a mess.”

Footage showed what appeared 
to be roofing material circling 
above industrial buildings in the 
city, which lies just a few miles 
(kilometers) from downtown Los 
Angeles.

Aerial pictures in the aftermath 
showed holes in several roofs, 
pipes and installations twisted 
and broken, and cars seemingly 
pushed out of their parking bays.

“I saw cars just swiveling 
through the streets and it was just 
the craziest thing I’ve ever seen,” 

the business owner said.
The National Weather Service 

said it was investigating the event, 
which it called “a weak tornado,” 
and another in Carpinteria, near 
Santa Barbara.

“A weak, narrow tornado brief-
ly touched down in the Sandpi-
per Village mobile home park 
in Carpinteria on the evening of 
Tuesday, March 21,” the NWS said.

“It damaged around 25 mobile 
home units and there was minor 
tree damage to the cemetery ad-
jacent to the mobile home park.”

China says it warned US warship to leave S. China Sea, US denies claims
AFP | Beijing

The Chinese military said 
it warned a US warship to 

“leave” waters in the disput-
ed South China Sea yesterday, 
claims swiftly denied as “false” 
by American forces.

China claims sovereignty 
over almost the entire South 
China Sea -- a strategic water-
way through which trillions of 
dollars in trade pass annually 
-- despite an international court 
ruling that the assertion has no 
legal basis.

The Philippines, Vietnam, 
Malaysia and Brunei all have 
overlapping claims in the sea, 
while the United States sends 
naval vessels through it to assert 
freedom of navigation in inter-
national waters.

The Southern Theater Com-
mand of China’s People’s Lib-

eration Army (PLA) said the 
USS Milius, a guided missile 
destroyer, yesterday entered 
waters around the Paracel Is-
lands, which are also claimed 
by Vietnam.

The PLA “organised sea and 
air forces to track and moni-

tor (the ship) in accordance 
with the law” and “warned it to 
leave”, spokesman Tian Junli 
said.

The vessel “made an illegal 
incursion into Chinese territo-
rial waters... without permission 
from the Chinese government, 

harming peace and stability” in 
the region, he said.

The US military swiftly denied 
the claims, telling AFP that “the 
PRC’s statement is false”, using 
the acronym for the People’s 
Republic of China.

The vessel  “is  conduct-
ing routine operations in the 
South China Sea and was not 
expelled”, said a spokesperson 
for US Indo-Pacific Command.

“The United States will con-
tinue to fly, sail, and operate 
wherever international law al-
lows,” the spokesperson said.

While asserting their claims 
in the South China Sea, Chinese 
authorities in recent years have 
built artificial islands, including 
some with military facilities and 
runways.

Regional nations have also 
accused Chinese vessels of har-
assing their fishing boats.

Thai police shoot gunman dead after 15-hour standoff
AFP | Bangkok

Thai police shot dead a gun-
man who killed three peo-

ple and wounded three others, 
a senior officer said yesterday, 
after a 15-hour standoff.

The shooter started firing in 
Phetchaburi, about 100 kilo-

meters (60 miles) southwest 
of Bangkok, at around 3 p.m. 
(0800 GMT) on Wednesday, be-
fore police surrounded a house 
he was in.

The standoff ended early 
yesterday when armed po-

lice stormed the building and 
killed the gunman, who has not 
been named but was reported 
by local media to be a 29-year-
old former national  park  
official.

“We proceeded step by step, 

starting with negotiation but he 
kept fighting back and shot oth-
ers,” Police Lt. Gen. Thanawut 
Wutijarasthamrong said.

“He ran into his room (on the 
second floor). If we did not have 
shields, my men would have 
been shot.”

The USS Milius DDG69, a multi-mission-capable guided missile destroyer ship, is 
shown docked at Manila’s south harbour

Policemen with guns take positions on a street near the neighborhood of a 
gunman’s house in Phetchaburi province

An aerial image shows a vehicle in flood waters following flooding in the Central 
Valley from a winter storm in Tulare County near Allensworth, California

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky (C) taking a selfie with servicemen after 
meeting them in a warehouse and handing out awards, near Bakhmut

The aggressor has 
not given up hope of 

taking Bakhmut at all 
costs despite losses 

in manpower and 
equipment. Sparing 

nothing, they are losing 
significant strength and 

becoming exhausted
OLEKSANDR SYRSKY

We proceeded step 
by step, starting with 

negotiation but he kept 
fighting back and shot 
others. He ran into his 
room (on the second 

floor). If we did not have 
shields, my men would 

have been shot
POLICE LT. GEN. THANAWUT WUTIJARASTHAM-

RONG

Man accused of attacks near UK mosques held in custody
AFP | London

A 28-year-old man was re-
manded in custody yester-

day accused of attempting to 
murder two elderly men who 
were set on fire shortly after 
leaving mosques in the UK.

Mohammed Abbkr, 28, from 
Edgbaston in Birmingham, cen-
tral England, was placed in cus-
tody by the city’s magistrates 
court following the attacks last 
month and earlier this week.

Police arrested him on Tues-
day following an investigation 
also involving counter-terror-
ism police.

Abbkr, originally from Sudan, 
will next appear at Birmingham 

Crown Court on April 20.
His lawyer appeared in court 

via a video-link, but gave no 
indication of how his client will 
plead and made no bail appli-
cation.

Abbkr allegedly sprayed 
a substance on the two men 
outside or near mosques they 

had attended and then set them 
alight, in west London on Feb-
ruary 27 and Birmingham on 
Monday.

The victim in the attack in 
the British capital, 82-year-old 
Hashi Odowa, was treated for 
severe burns to his face and 
arms.

The perpetrator spoke to him 
before dousing him in what is 
believed to be petrol and setting 
him on fire, according to police.

In the Birmingham attack, 
Mohammed Rayaz, 70, was 
set on fire as he walked home 
from a mosque in Edgbaston on 
Monday evening.

He remains in hospital with 
severe injuries.

India’s Rahul Gandhi found guilty 
of defamation over Modi remark
AFP | New Delhi

An Indian court yesterday 
found opposition leader 

Rahul Gandhi guilty of def-
amation for a three-year-old 
campaign trail remark implying 
that Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi was a criminal.

Gandhi, the leading face of 
the opposition Congress par-
ty, was sentenced to two years 
imprisonment but immediately 
granted bail after his lawyers 
announced their intention to 
appeal.

The case stemmed from a 
remark made during the 2019 
election campaign in which the 
52-year-old had asked why “all 
thieves have Modi as (their) 
common surname”.

His comments were seen as a 
slur against the prime minister, 
who went on to win the election 
in a landslide, and those sharing 
his surname.

Gandhi’s lawyer B. M. Man-
gukiya said his client had not 
meant to insult anyone.

“When the magistrate asked 
Gandhi what he had to say in 
his defence, the Congress lead-
er said that he was fighting to 
expose corruption in the coun-
try,” Mangukiya told reporters 
outside the court.

“His comments were not 
meant to hurt or insult any 
community.”

Gandhi is the son, grandson 
and great-grandson of a dynasty 

of former Indian prime minis-
ters, beginning with independ-
ence leader Jawaharlal Nehru.

But the scion of India’s most 

famous political dynasty has 
struggled to challenge the elec-
toral juggernaut of Modi and 
its nationalist appeals to the 
country’s Hindu majority.

Rahul Gandhi, his sister Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and other Congress leaders 
stand during a public meeting amid heavy snowfall in Srinagar (file photo)

Rahul Gandhi is the 
son, grandson and 
great-grandson of 

a dynasty of former 
Indian prime minis-
ters, beginning with 

independence leader 
Jawaharlal Nehru

KNOW WHAT

The Pandemic Accord 
won’t change that. 

The accord will help 
countries better guard 

against pandemics. 
It will help us to 

better protect people 
regardless of whether 
they live in countries 
that are rich or poor

TEDROS ADHANOM GHEBREYESUS

If you are going to 
insult the entire 

Modi surname, this is 
completely defamatory. 

There was a proper 
hearing. He got an 

opportunity to present 
his side of things. The 

decision has been taken 
according to the due 

judicial process
RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD, LAWMAKER FOR BJP

While it failed to reach 
orbit, the launch 

proved that the rocket 
-- whose mass is 85 
percent 3D-printed 

-- could withstand the 
rigors of lift-off

KNOW

BETTER

Bakhmut -- an eastern 
town which once had 
an estimated popula-
tion of around 70,000 
people -- has virtually 

emptied of civilians 
over months of fierce 

fighting between 
Russian and Ukrainian 

forces

KNOW WHAT

Thailand has high 
rates of gun owner-
ship and there has 

been a steady number 
of violent incidents in 
the past 12 months

KNOW WHAT

1603 1837 1882 1976
Scottish King James VI son of Mary 
Queen of Scots, becomes King James I of 
England in succession to Elizabeth I, thus 
joining the English and Scottish crowns

Canada gives its 
black citizens the 
right to vote

German scientist Robert Koch discovers 
and describes the tubercle bacillus which 
causes tuberculosis (Mycobacterium tu-
berculosis), and establishes germ theory

Argentine President Isabel 
Martínez de Perón is deposed 
in a military coup headed by 
Jorge Rafael Videla

The tornadoes came 
at the tail end of an 
intense storm that 

ripped through Califor-
nia, downing trees and 
knocking out power to 
hundreds of thousands 
of people as it dumped 

heavy rain and snow

KNOW WHAT

C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R

Police officers stand near a crime 
scene (file photo)


