
Like dogs, wolves recognize 
familiar human voices

AFP | Washington

Like dogs, wolves recognize 
and respond to the voices 

of familiar humans more than 
strangers, according to a study 
that has implications both for 
the story of canine domestica-
tion and our broader under-
standing of the natural world.

Holly Root Gutteridge of the 
University of Lincoln, a co-au-
thor of the paper that appeared 
in Animal Cognition this week, 
told AFP a longstanding theory 
held that dogs’ ability to dis-
tinguish human voices was a 
consequence of generations of 
selective breeding.

“So we wanted to look at 
wolves, because obviously no-
body has been selecting so that 
wolves can recognize human 
voices,” she said.

Root Gutteridge and col-
leagues carried out exper-
iments across five zoos and 
wildlife parks in Spain, involv-
ing a total of 24 gray wolves, 
both male and female, aged 
between one and 13.

The team set up speakers 
and first played the animals the 
voice of a number of strangers 
that they would “habituate” 

to, in other words, get bored 
of, because they decided it was 
not salient to them.

Then, they played the wolves 
the voice of their keeper who 
would say familiar things to 
them in Spanish, such as “Hey, 
what’s up wolves?” or “Hel-
lo little ones, good morning, 
how’s it going?”

In gestures that would be 
instantly recognizable to any 
dog owner, the wolves raised 
their heads, pricked their ears 
up, and turned towards the 
speaker.
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We must ensure that 
all children have 

access to the tools that 
could change their lives. 
Refugee children have a 
right to education and 
the world has an obliga-
tion to ensure that right.

@antonioguterres

I have been briefed on 
the events unfolding 

in Russia. The Incident 
Response Group will 
meet today to discuss 
the latest developments. 
We’re in contact with 
our allies and will con-
tinue to monitor the sit-
uation closely.

@JustinTrudeau

My Administration 
will  continue to 

fight tooth and nail to pro-
tect access to reproduc-
tive health care. And we’re 
not done calling on Con-
gress to do their part and 
restore the protections of 
Roe v. Wade in federal law 
once and for all.

@POTUS

Had a call with @G7 
Foreign Ministers 

to exchange views on 
the situation in Russia. 
Ahead of Monday’s EU 
Foreign Affairs Council, 
I am coordinating inside 
the European Union and 
have activated the cri-
sis response centre. Our 
support to Ukraine con-
tinues unabated.

@JosepBorrellF

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u The head of Libya’s 
east-based administration 
threatened yesterday 

to block oil and gas exports from territory 
under its control, claiming the UN-recognised 
government in Tripoli was wasting energy 
revenues. Oussama Hamad also said in a 
statement that he had “frozen” 2022 oil revenues 
“equivalent to more than 130 billion dinars 
(around $27 billion)” as a first step. The east-

based government, which does not recognise the authority of the Government of 
National Unity based in Tripoli, is ready for more steps, including an oil blockade, 
and would seek a legal ruling, he said.

 u Chinese police arrested 
four people yesterday linked 
to a restaurant explosion that 
killed dozens, state media reported. At 
least 31 people were killed and seven others 
injured when a gas explosion ripped through 
a barbecue restaurant in the northwestern 
city of Yinchuan on Wednesday. It happened 
on the eve of the three-day Dragon Boat 
Festival holiday when many in China go 
out and socialise with friends. The suspects 
included the restaurant owner, two 
shareholders and the manager, state news agency Xinhua reported. 

 u Sierra Leoneans voted 
yesterday in a general election in 
which President Julius Maada Bio is 

seeking a second term amid a crippling 
economic crisis that sparked deadly 
riots last year. One of the world’s poorest 
countries, Sierra Leone was battered by a 
brutal 1991-2002 civil war and the Ebola 
epidemic a decade later. More economic 
misery followed due to the Covid pandemic 
and Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, which 

notably spiked food prices in the import-dependent West African nation.

Rival Libya administration 
threatens to block oil exports

Sierra Leone votes amid 
crippling economic crisis

Four arrested over China 
restaurant blast that killed 31

A wolf inside its enclosure at the Colorado Wolf and Wildlife Center (CWWC) 
in Divide, Colorado

Biden vows to fight Republicans’ 
‘extreme’ anti-abortion agenda
• President Biden 
denounces Republican 
agenda and calls for 
federal-level protections 
for abortion rights

AFP | Washington

A year after US Supreme 
Court scrapped the consti-
tutional right to abortion 

in the United States, President 
Joe Biden yesterday vowed to 
fight against the “extreme and 
dangerous” effort by Republicans 
to curb access to the procedure 
nationwide.

The high court’s decision to 
overturn the landmark Roe v. 
Wade decision passed the regula-
tion of abortion back to individual 
states -- some of which have since 
moved to drastically restrict the 
procedure.

“State bans are just the begin-
ning,” Biden said in a statement 
on the anniversary of the ruling. 
“Their agenda is extreme, danger-
ous, and out-of-step with the vast 
majority of Americans.”

Pro- and anti-abortion groups 

held rival events in the American 
capital yesterday and Vice Pres-
ident Kamala Harris addressed 
reproductive rights in a speech 
in the southern US state of North 
Carolina.

Some 20 states, mostly in the 

South and Midwest, have prohib-
ited abortion outright or severely 
restricted access while others, 
mainly on the coasts, have moved 
to protect it.

The closure of abortion clinics 
in about a dozen states has forced 
tens of thousands of women to 
travel elsewhere to terminate a 
pregnancy.

Biden warned that Republicans 
were working to enact a nation-
wide abortion ban.

“Congressional Republicans 
want to ban abortion nationwide, 
but go beyond that, by taking 
FDA-approved medication for 
terminating a pregnancy, off the 
market, and make it harder to 
obtain contraception,” the pres-
ident said referring to the Food 
and Drug Administration.

With a divided US Congress, 
there is little the president can do. 
Still, Biden said he would push for 
federal-level protections.

“My Administration will con-
tinue to protect access to repro-
ductive health care and call on 
Congress to restore the protec-
tions of Roe v. Wade in federal law 
once and for all,” he said.

Abortion rights proved a key 
issue for Democrats in the 2022 
midterm elections, and are likely 
to be just as important in the 2024 
presidential race.

They’ve also become an an-
imating feature in Republican 
campaigns. Primary candidates 
are currently trying to outflank 
former president Donald Trump, 
the current frontrunner for the 
party’s nomination, who has been 
criticized for flip-flopping on his 
position.

Speaking in Washington on 
Friday, Florida Governor Ron 
DeSantis hailed the six-week 
abortion ban he signed into law 
in his state, while ex-vice presi-
dent Mike Pence challenged every 
candidate to back a nationwide 
prohibition.

“It was the right thing to do -- 
don’t let anyone tell you it wasn’t,” 
DeSantis said in a veiled swipe at 
Trump, who has criticized the 
Florida law as “too harsh.”

The same day, Biden won the 
endorsement from the nation’s 
leading abortion-rights groups, 
including Planned Parenthood, 
NARAL and Emily’s List.

Air strikes, artillery, killings 
in Sudan as aid stalls

AFP | London

Artillery fire, air strikes and 
gun battles rocked Sudan’s 

capital yesterday, witnesses said, 
as the UN urged a stop to “wanton 
killings” that have left decompos-
ing bodies in Darfur.

While fighting rages, relief ef-
forts have stalled after more than 
two months of fighting between 
rival generals.

Houses in Khartoum shook 
from the fighting that continued 
unabated, residents said, with en-
tire families sheltering in place, 
running low on vital supplies in 
the baking summer heat.

The United Nations says nearly 
1.5 million people have fled the 
capital since violence erupted 
in mid-April, pitting the regular 
army against the paramilitary 
Rapid Support Forces (RSF).

Entire districts of Khartoum 
no longer have running water, 
and those who remain in the city 
have had no electricity at all since 
Thursday, several residents said.

The battle for power between 
army chief Abdel Fattah al-Bur-
han and his former deputy, RSF 
commander Mohamed Hamdan 
Daglo, has killed more than 2,000 
people, according to the Armed 

Conflict Location and Event Data 

Project.
The deadliest violence has 

raged in Darfur, a vast western 
region on the border with Chad 
where the UN has warned of pos-
sible crimes against humanity and 
said the conflict has taken an “eth-
nic dimension”.

In the South Darfur state capi-
tal Nyala, residents said they had 
been caught in the crossfire. They 
reported battles, shelling and ar-
tillery strikes.

“Civilians were killed, and 
wounded are arriving at the hos-
pital,” a medic said on condition 
of anonymity.

Scots leader says independence to be ‘front and centre’ at next election
AFP | London

The Scottish National Par-
ty (SNP) will fight the next 

general election in the United 
Kingdom with independence 
“front and centre” of its cam-
paign, First Minister Humza 
Yousaf said yesterday.

Addressing a conference 
of Scotland’s governing party 
in the city of Dundee, Yousaf 
vowed he would seek fresh 
negotiations with the UK gov-
ernment about independence if 
the SNP wins the most Scottish 
seats in the election expected 
next year.

“Let me be clear, if the SNP 
does win this election, then the 

people will have spoken,” he 
said.

“We will seek negotiations 
with the UK Government on 
how we give democratic effect 
to Scotland becoming an inde-
pendent nation.”

Yousaf ’s remarks come as 
public support wanes for the 
SNP after the arrest of its former 
leader and first minister Nicola 
Sturgeon, the key figurehead of 
the independence movement in 
recent years.

The Dundee meeting is the 
first in-person conference 
since Yousaf, 38, replaced her 
in March, and the party started 
to see a drastic slide in its pop-
ularity.

Sturgeon, who came to power 
after the last -- failed -- 2014 ref-
erendum on Scotland breaking 
away from the UK, unexpectedly 
announced her resignation in 
February, saying she lacked the 
“energy” to carry on.

She was arrested and inter-
viewed by police earlier this 
month over claims of misman-
agement of SNP finances, weeks 
after her husband, the party’s 
former chief executive, had also 
been detained.

No evidence Covid created in Chinese lab: US intelligence
AFP | London

The head of US intelligence 
said that there was no ev-

idence that the Covid-19 virus 
was created in the Chinese 
government’s Wuhan research  
lab.

In a declassified report, the 
Office of the Director of Nation-
al Intelligence (ODNI) said they 
had no information backing 
recent claims that three scien-
tists at the lab were some of the 
very first infected with Covid-19 
and may have created the virus 
themselves.

Drawing on intelligence 
collected by various member 
agencies of the US intelligence 
community (IC), the ODNI re-
port said some scientists at the 
Wuhan lab had done genetic 
engineering of coronaviruses 
similar to Covid-19.

But the US “has no infor-
mation” indicating they had 
done such work on the spe-
cific Covid-9 virus, known as 
SARS-CoV-2, or on any “close 

progenitor, or a backbone virus 
that is closely related-enough 
to have been the source of the 
pandemic.”

The report, made for Con-
gress and carrying an unre-
leased classified annex, came 
three months after lawmakers 
demanded a fuller explanation 
of US intelligence’s information 
on the origins of the pandem-
ic which erupted at the end of 

2019.
Some lawmakers allege that 

the virus was created out of so-
called gain-of-function genetic 
engineering research at Wuhan, 
and that Beijing had covered up 
evidence to show it was a man-
made disease.

Reiterating a conclusion an-
nounced in March, the ODNI 
report said “almost all” of its 
constituent agencies, which 

include the NSA, the CIA and 
FBI, assess that Covid-19 was 
not genetically engineered and 
most believe as well it was not 
laboratory-adapted.

The P4 laboratory (C) on the campus of the Wuhan Institute of Virology in 
Wuhan

People ride with furniture and other items atop a truck moving along a road from 
Khartoum to Wad Madani

US President Joe Biden speak at an event

Congressional 
Republicans want to ban 

abortion nationwide, 
but go beyond that, by 
taking FDA-approved 

medication for 
terminating a pregnancy, 

off the market, and 
make it harder to obtain 

contraception
JOE BIDEN

Bangladesh arrests chief of Islamist militant outfit
AFP | Dhaka

Bangladesh police have ar-
rested the leader of an Isla-

mist organisation at his hideout 
in Dhaka, officers said yester-
day, months after the launch of 
a crackdown against the group.

Shamin Mahfuz, the founder 
of Jamaat al Ansar fil Hindal 
Sharqiya, is accused of helping 
to run militant training camps 
in the country’s restive Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts.

Police said Mahfuz was ar-
rested late Friday along with 
his wife in an industrial suburb 

of the capital, where they were 
found with a pistol, explosives 
and bomb-making materials.

“An anti-terrorism case has 
been filed against Mahfuz. We 
seek 10 days of remand to ques-
tion him,” Mohammad Asaduz-

zaman of the Dhaka Metropol-
itan Police counter-terrorism 
unit told reporters.

Lawyers for Mahfuz could 
not be reached for comment.

Asaduzzaman said the Shar-
qiya founder had first been de-
tained in 2014 and came into 
contact with other outlawed 
extremist groups while in  
prison.

He said Mahfuz had brokered 
a deal for the organisation to 
use training camps run by the 
Kuki- Chin National Front 
(KNF), a mainly Christian tribal 
insurgent group.

Worshippers and pilgrims gather around the Kaaba, Islam’s holiest shrine, at the Grand Mosque in the holy city of Mecca 
yesterday, as they arrive for the annual Hajj pilgrimage. The Hajj rituals begin today evening at the Grand Mosque in 
Mecca. The worshippers will sleep in tents on Monday night and spend Tuesday at Mount Arafat, the climax of the Hajj, 
where Prophet Mohammed is believed to have delivered his final sermon. Worshippers and pilgrims gather around the 
Kaaba, Islam’s holiest shrine, at the Grand Mosque in the holy city of Mecca yesterday, as they arrive for the annual Hajj 
pilgrimage. After casting pebbles in the “stoning of the devil” ritual on Wednesday, marking the start of the Eid al-Adha 
holiday, pilgrims return to Mecca to perform a farewell “tawaf” -- circling seven times around the Kaaba

Bangladesh police escort Shamin 
Mahfuz (second left) after his arrest

Around 40 missing in Italy 
migrant boat shipwreck: UN
AFP | Rome

Around 40 people are miss-
ing after a migrant boat 

capsized off the Italian island 
of Lampedusa, the UN said.

The shipwreck took place on 
Thursday and at least one new-
born baby is among those miss-
ing, said UNHCR representative 
to Italy Chiara Cardoletti.

The vessel left from Sfax in 
Tunisia and was carrying 46 mi-
grants from Cameroon, Burkina 
Faso and Ivory Coast, said Fla-
vio Di Giacomo, a spokesman 
for the UN migration agency 
IOM.

The boat capsized in strong 
winds and high waves, he said. 
“Some survivors were taken to 
Lampedusa and others were 
brought back to Tunisia”.

“Among those missing were 
seven women and a minor. The 
survivors are all adult men”, 
he added.

“We have noticed more ar-
rivals of migrants from sub-Sa-
haran Africa than Tunisians” 
via the Tunisian route since 
November, he said.

He explained this was due 
to people from sub-Saharan 
Africa fleeing discrimination 
in Tunisia.

“It is unacceptable to con-
tinue counting the dead at the 
gates of Europe”, Cardoletti 

wrote on Twitter.
“A coordinated and shared 

rescue mechanism at sea be-

tween states is now also a mat-
ter of conscience.”

The southern Italian island of 
Lampedusa is one of the main 
entry points for migrants cross-
ing the Mediterranean. Last 
year, more than 46,000 people 
arrived there, out of a total of 
105,000 in Italy, according to 
the UNHCR.

Migrant boat shipwrecks 
have increased in recent 
months, while the number of 
migrants entering the EU via the 
central Mediterranean “more 
than doubled” in 2023 com-
pared to the same period last 
year, according to the European 
border agency Frontex in mid-
June.

A speed boat of Italian law enforcement agency Guardia di Finanza (GdF), sails 
past a GdF patrol vessel (file photo)

Among those missing 
were seven women and 
a minor. The survivors 
are all adult men. We 

have noticed more 
arrivals of migrants 
from sub-Saharan 

Africa than Tunisians” 
via the Tunisian route 

since November
FLAVIO DI GIACOMO, A SPOKESMAN FOR THE 

UN MIGRATION AGENCY IOM

We will seek 
negotiations with 

the UK Government 
on how we give 

democratic effect to 
Scotland becoming an 

independent nation
HUMZA YOUSAF

Reiterating a con-
clusion announced 
in March, the ODNI 
report said “almost 

all” of its constituent 
agencies, which 

include the NSA, the 
CIA and FBI, assess 

that Covid-19 was not 
genetically engineered 

and most believe as 
well it was not labora-

tory-adapted

KNOW WHAT

1678 1929 1950 2021
Venetian Elena Cornaro Piscopia is 
awarded a doctorate of philosophy from 
the University of Padua, 1st woman to 
receive a university doctoral degree or PhD

US President Herbert 
Hoover authorizes build-

ing of Boulder Dam 
(Hoover Dam)

North Korea invades 
South Korea, begin-
ning the Korean War

WHO head Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
confirms the COVID-19 Delta variant is 
the most transmissible to date, now pres-
ent in 85 countries and spreading rapidly

Entire districts of 
Khartoum no longer 
have running water, 

and those who remain 
in the city have had no 
electricity at all since 

Thursday

KNOW WHAT

C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R

Scottish National Party leader Humza 
Yousaf

The fact that the 
wolves engaged with 
disembodied voices 

played through speak-
ers echoes what’s been 
seen in dogs from the 
era of gramophones 

-- as captured in a fa-
mous painting entitled 
“His Master’s Voice” -- 
to today’s video door-
bells, though it’s not 
yet known whether 

our pooches enjoy this 
or it frustrates them


