
11
THURSDAY, JANUARY 26, 2023

India, Egypt will seek to deepen military 
co-operation - foreign secretary
Reuters | New Delhi

India and Egypt will seek to 
deepen military coopera-

tion, including between their 
defence industries, India’s for-
eign secretary said yesterday. 

Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah al-Sisi held talks with 
Indian Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi in New Delhi as part 
of a state visit where he will 
meet business leaders and be a 
guest of honour at India’s Jan. 
26 Republic Day.

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah El Sisi shakes hands with Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi before their meeting at the Hyderabad House in New 
Delhi, India,

Half of US mass attacks sparked by 
personal, workplace disputes - report
Reuters | Washington

Half of the mass attacks 
in the United States 
from 2016-2020 were 

sparked by personal, domestic 
or workplace disputes, accord-
ing to a new US Secret Service 
report that aims to prevent vi-
olence by identifying warning  
signs.

The attackers were over-
whelmingly men, often with 
histories of mental health symp-
toms, financial insecurity or 
engaging in domestic violence. 
Guns were typically the weapon 
of choice.

The report comes days after 
a pair of mass shootings in Cal-
ifornia took the lives of 18 peo-
ple and as authorities searched 

for motives in the attacks, both 
linked to older men.

Mass shootings have become a 
regular occurrence in the Unit-

ed States in recent decades, but 
lawmakers remain divided on 
the solutions, with Democrats 
calling for more gun control 
measures while Republicans 
focus on mental health and in-
creased security.

The 70-page report, issued on 
Wednesday by the Secret Ser-
vice’s National Threat Assess-
ment Centre, examined 173 inci-
dents where three or more peo-
ple were harmed. The attacks 
targeted workplaces, schools, 
religious institutions and pub-
lic transportation, among other 
locations, killing 513 people and 
injuring 1,234.

Lina Alathari, the centre’s 
chief, told reporters that it is 
common to see behaviours 
among perpetrators that might 

have helped others identify a 
problem beforehand.

“Interest in violence, interest 
in previous mass attackers, post-
ing about them, talking to people 
about them, bringing a weapon 
to [their] workplace, bringing 
a weapon to school, cowork-
ers fearing them, grievances,” 
she said. “These are themes 
that we do see over and over  
again.”

The report found that firearms 
were used in 73% of incidents, 
including by some prohibited 
from owning them.

State-level “red flag laws” 
that allow for the court-or-
dered removal of guns from 
someone presenting a risk could 
limit such attacks, the report  
said.

The names of the eleven people killed are written on hearts as people gather 
for a candlelight vigil after a mass shooting during Chinese Lunar New Year 
celebrations in Monterey Park, California

The attackers were 
overwhelmingly men, 
often with histories 

of mental health 
symptoms, financial 

insecurity or engaging 
in domestic violence. 

Guns were typically the 
weapon of choice.
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Heavy snow causes havoc in Japan as cold snap sweeps through Asia
Reuters | Tokyo

Heavy snow blanketed wide 
swathes of Japan yester-

day, snarling traffic, forcing hun-
dreds of flight cancellations, dis-
rupting train travel and leaving 
at least one person dead.

An unusually cold weather 
front and extreme low pressure 
systems set snow falling and 
strong winds blowing across Ja-
pan from Tuesday after causing 
havoc in other Asia countries 
earlier this week.

At least 124 people died in 
freezing temperatures in Af-
ghanistan earlier this week, ac-
cording to media reports, while 
the temperature in Mohe, Chi-
na’s northernmost city, dropped 
to a record -53 degrees Celsius 
(-63.4 degrees Fahrenheit) on 
Sunday.

In South Korea, the country’s 
resort island Jeju cancelled 
nearly 500 flights in and out 
of its airport on Tuesday amid 

harsh winter weather.
Japan reported that snow was 

particularly heavy on the side of 
the country facing South Korea, 

with the city of Maniwa hit with 
a record 93 cm (36 inches) in just 
24 hours.

One person died as a result of 

the storm and two other deaths 
were being investigated as relat-
ed to the storm as of Wednesday 
morning, chief cabinet secretary 
Hirokazu Matsuno told a news 
conference. No further details 
were immediately available.

Domestic airlines including 
ANA (9202.T) and Japan Airlines 
(9201.T) cancelled 450 flights, 
while 490 highway areas were 
blocked and 57 railway servic-
es including a high-speed rail 
service were suspended nation-
wide, the transport ministry 
said. 

Toyota Motor Corp (7203.T) 
said it was suspending the sec-
ond shift at all 14 factories in 
Japan on Wednesday due to dis-
ruption from the heavy snowfall 
around the country.

Some 3,000 people were 

stranded at two train stations in 
the western city of Kyoto after 
snow and high winds forced ser-
vice to be suspended on Tuesday. 
Some passengers were forced 
to sleep on the floor at Kyoto’s 
main station. Others were stuck 
on at least 15 trains between sta-
tions, in some cases from late on 
Tuesday to the early hours of 
Wednesday.

Strong winds connected to 
the storm may have caused the 
sinking of a Hong Kong-regis-
tered cargo ship between west-
ern Japan and South Korea’s 
Jeju island early on Wednesday. 
Thirteen of the 22 crew mem-
bers had been rescued by noon 
on Wednesday and the search 
was continuing.

The bitter weather is expected 
to continue through Thursday.

Vehicles are stuck due to heavy snowfall and snowplow cars are seen on a highway in Koga, Shiga prefecture, Japan

Microsoft cloud outage hits users 
around the world

• Outage impacts 
Microsoft cloud 
platform Azure 
for hours

• Multiple Microsoft 
services including 
Teams and Outlook hit

• Microsoft says 
most customers now 
have service restored

Reuters

Microsoft Corp (MSFT.O) 
said yesterday it had re-

covered all of its cloud services 
after a networking outage took 
down its cloud platform Az-
ure along with services such 
as Teams and Outlook used by 
millions around the globe.

Azure’s status page showed 
services were impacted in 
Americas, Europe, Asia Pacif-
ic, Middle East and Africa. Only 
services in China and its plat-
form for governments were not 
hit. By late morning Azure said 
most customers should have 

seen services resume after a full 
recovery of the Microsoft Wide 
Area Network (WAN).

An outage of Azure, which 
has 15 million corporate cus-
tomers and over 500 million 
active users, according to Mi-
crosoft data, can impact multi-
ple services and create a dom-
ino effect as almost all of the 
world’s largest companies use 
the platform.

Businesses have become in-
creasingly dependent on online 
platforms after the pandemic 
caused a shift to more employ-
ees working from home.

Earlier, Microsoft said it had 
determined a network connec-
tivity issue was occurring with 
devices across the Microsoft 
WAN. This impacts connectivity 
between clients on the internet 
to Azure, as well as connectivity 
between services in data cen-
tres, it said.

Microsoft later tweeted that 
it had rolled back a network 
change that it believed was 
causing the issue and was us-
ing “additional infrastructure to 
expedite the recovery process”.

Microsoft did not disclose 
the number of users affected 
by the disruption, but data from 

outage tracking website Down-
detector showed thousands of 
incidents across continents.

The Downdetector site tracks 
outages by collating status re-
ports from various sources in-
cluding users.

Microsoft’s cloud business 
had helped shore up its fiscal 
second-quarter earnings on 
Tuesday. It forecast third-quar-
ter revenue in its so-called in-
telligent cloud business would 
be $21.7 billion to $22 billion 
despite worries that the lucra-
tive cloud segment for big tech 
companies could be hit hard as 
customers look to cut spending.

Azure’s share of the cloud 
computing market rose to 30% 
in 2022, trailing Amazon’s AWS, 
according to estimates from 
BofA Global Research.

Microsoft Teams, used 
by more than 280 

million people globally, 
forms an integral part 
of daily operations for 

businesses and schools, 
which use the service 

to make calls, schedule 
meetings and organise 

their workflow.

Classified documents found at former US VP home
Reuters | Washington

Documents marked as clas-
sified were discovered at 

former US Vice President Mike 
Pence’s Indiana home last 
week, and he has turned those 
classified records over to the 
FBI, his attorney said in letters 
seen by Reuters on Tuesday.

The attorney, Greg Jacob, 
sent a letter to the National Ar-
chives on Jan. 18 notifying them 
of the documents and in a sep-
arate letter on Jan. 22 notified 
the Archives that the FBI came 

to the former vice president’s 
home to collect them.

Jacob said in the letter dated 

Jan. 18 to the National Archives 
that “out of an abundance of 
caution” Pence had engaged 
outside counsel to review re-
cords stored in his home after 
reports about the materials 
found at Biden’s residence.

Biden, whose documents dat-
ed from his time as vice presi-
dent, and Trump, who resisted 
turning over the items, leading 
to an FBI raid, are both facing 
special counsel investigations 
by the Justice Department over 
improper handling of classified 
materials.

Former US Vice President Mike Pence


