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HISTORY
Battle of Siffin during the first 
Muslim civil war between Ali ibn 
Abi Talib and Muawiyah I beside 
Euphrates River

Francisco Pizarro orders the death 
of the last Sapa Inca Emperor, 
Atahualpa

The Surrey Iron Railway, arguably the 
world’s first public railway, opens in south 

London

Fidel Castro leads a failed attack 
on the Moncada Barracks, 

intended to spark a revolution in 
Cuba
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Tomorrow, 26th July, 
is a very special day 

for every Indian. We will 
mark the 25th Kargil Vi-
jay Diwas. It is a day to 
pay homage to all those 
who protect our nation. 
I will visit the Kargil 
War Memorial and pay 
tributes to our brave he-
roes. Work will also com-
mence for the Shinkun 
La Tunnel Project. This 
project is important to 
improve connectivity to 
Leh, especially during 
bad weather.

@narendramodi

At the 1960 Olympic 
G a m e s  i n  Ro m e, 

Abebe Bikila, an #Ethi-
opian, made history by 
becoming the first black 
African to win gold in the 
men’s marathon. Not only 
that, he ran barefoot and 
broke the world record.  
Abebe Bikila inspired 
generations of runners, 
from Africa and around 
the world.  That’s the 
power of sport: the power 
to inspire, and the power 
to change. 

@DrTedros

Should Tesla invest $5B 
into @xAI, assuming 

the valuation is set by 
several credible outside 
investors?

@elonmusk

Hunger has no place 
in the 21st century. 

A #ZeroHunger world 
is not only necessary — 
with action on finance, 
it is achievable. Together, 
let’s consign hunger to 
the history books.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u The foreign ministers of 
Russia and China met yesterday on the 
sidelines of Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) foreign 
ministers talks in Laos, Moscow and 
AFP journalists said. The three-day 
meeting of the 10-member ASEAN 
bloc started in the capital Vientiane 
on Thursday, with the South China 
Sea and the conflict in Myanmar high on 
the agenda. Sergei Lavrov held talks with 
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi on the 
sidelines of the meeting, Russia’s foreign 
ministry said. A schedule for Thursday’s 
meeting seen by AFP showed that Lavrov 
was due to join Wang for a 40-minute “ministerial meeting”. Lavrov left the venue 
at 7.15 pm local time (1215 GMT), without commenting on what the meeting had 
covered.

u Russian President Vladimir Putin vowed yesterday to crush 
anybody who tries to divide Russian society as he hailed the effectiveness and 
unwavering loyalty of his country’s powerful law enforcement agencies. Putin has 

escalated a decades-long crackdown on civil society, 
independent media and opposition amid his military 
offensive in Ukraine, with dissent and criticism of the 
Kremlin outlawed and punishable by years-long prison 
sentences. “Those who try to intimidate people, to split 
our society, to play on religious or national feelings will 
never succeed,” Putin said in a video message posted 

by the Kremlin. “Inevitable and just retribution awaits 
them,” he added.

u The death toll from a devastating landslide 
in southern Ethiopia has risen to 257, the United Nations 
said yesterday, warning it 
could increase to up to 500. 

The disaster occurred on Monday following heavy 
rains in a tiny community in a mountainous area of 
South Ethiopia regional state. The last toll, given by 
the local authority on Tuesday, was 229. “The death 
toll has risen to 257,” as of July 24, the UN’s 
humanitarian agency OCHA said in statement on 
Thursday, citing local authorities. “The death toll 
is expected to rise to up to 500 people,” it said. 
At the scene in Kencho Shacha Gozdi, hundreds 
of people combed through the sodden red mud 
as they searched for survivors of the deadliest 
landslide recorded in Africa’s second most 
populous country. “More than 15,000 affected 
people need to be evacuated,” OCHA said, 
including at least 1,320 children, as well as 5,293 
pregnant women and new mothers.

Putin vows 
‘retribution’ 
against those 
trying to ‘divide’ 

Russia

Ethiopia 
landslide death toll 
rises to 257, could 
reach up to 500: UN

Russia, China FMs 
meet as ASEAN talks 
get underway in Laos

Indonesia is one of a handful of countries 
that still permit the sale of dog and cat meat, 
but a campaign against the practice has been 
gaining ground, with some cities including 
Semarang in Java imposing local bans on the 
trade in recent years.

KNOW WHAT

US defends UNRWA after Israel 
moves to deem it terror group

AFP | Washington, United 
States

The United  States  on 
Wednesday criticized an 

Israeli bill that would declare 
the UN agency for Palestinian 
refugees a terrorist organiza-
tion, saying that such efforts 
are “incredibly unhelpful.”

“UNRWA is not a terrorist 
organization, and we urge the 
Israeli government and the 
Knesset to halt the movement 
of this legislation,” said State 
Department spokesman Mat-
thew Miller.

He added that “the attacks 
that the Israeli government 
has leveled on UNRWA are in-
credibly unhelpful. They do 
nothing to advance the cause 
of getting humanitarian assis-
tance to civilians in Gaza.”

Israel’s parliament, the 
Knesset, on Monday gave pre-
liminary approval to a bill that 
designates UNRWA a terror-
ist organization and proposes 

severing all ties with the hu-
manitarian agency.

After passing its first read-
ing, the legislation will go to a 
parliamentary committee for 
further deliberation.

UNRWA, which has more 
than 30,000 employees serv-
ing some 5.9 million Pales-
tinian refugees in the region, 
has been accused by Israel of 
employing “more than 400 
terrorists” in the Gaza Strip.

The United States suspend-
ed its financial contributions 
to the agency after separate 
unproven Israeli allegations 
were made that some UNRWA 
staff were involved in Hamas’s 
October 7 attacks.

Since then, US lawmakers 
have prohibited Washington 
from releasing funds to the 
agency. Several other coun-
tries that also withdrew fund-
ing for UNRWA have since re-
instated their contributions, 
including Britain, France and 
the European Union.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu speaks to a joint meeting of 
Congress at the US Capitol

Trump attack gunman searched online about JFK shooting: FBI chief
AFP | Washington, United States

The gunman who attempted to 
assassinate Donald Trump at 

a campaign rally searched online 
for details about the November 
1963 shooting of US president 
John F. Kennedy in the days be-
fore the attack, the FBI director 
said Wednesday.

FBI chief Christopher Wray, 
testifying before a congressional 
committee, said the gunman flew 
a drone over the venue where the 
former president was scheduled 
to speak about two hours before 
he took the stage in Butler, Penn-
sylvania, on July 13.

Wray told members of the 
House Judiciary Committee that 

investigators have not established 
a motive for the shooting but "we 
are digging hard because this is 
one of the central questions for 
us." Trump survived the assassi-

nation bid, suffering a wound to 
his right ear, and a Secret Service 
sniper shot dead the suspected 
gunman -- named as 20-year-old 
Thomas Matthew Crooks -- less 

than 30 seconds after he had fired 
eight shots.

"With respect to former pres-
ident Trump, there's some ques-
tion about whether or not it's a 

bullet or shrapnel that, you know, 
that hit his ear," FBI chief Wray 
said. Two rally attendees were se-
riously injured and a 50-year-old 
Pennsylvania firefighter was shot 
dead. Wray said Crooks "appears 
to have done a lot of searches of 
public figures, in general" but that 
there was no clear pattern to the 
research. "A lot of the usual re-
positories of information have not 
yielded anything notable in terms 
of motive or ideology," he said.

"Starting somewhere around 
July 6 or so, he became very fo-
cused on former president Trump 
and this rally," the FBI chief said, 
and he registered that same day 
to attend the campaign event in 
Butler, Pennsylvania.

UK police officer suspended after 
video of violent arrest

AFP | London, United Kingdom

A UK police officer was sus-
pended yesterday after a 

video circulating online ap-
peared to show an officer kick-
ing and stamping a man’s head 
while making an arrest.

Greater Manchester Police 
in northwest England said an 
officer was “suspended from 
all duties” after a review of 
the incident at Manchester 
Airport on Tuesday.

The video, which has circu-
lated online, has caused public 
outrage.

The Independent Office for 
Police Conduct (IOPC) watch-
dog said it was independent-
ly investigating the “level of 
force” used by the police of-
ficer involved who was sus-
pended.

“We appreciate the footage 
which was shared on social 
media has attracted wide-

spread shock and concern,” 
the IOPC said in its statement.

In a previous statement, 
Greater Manchester Police 
said three officers were as-
saulted, with one female of-
ficer “suffering a broken nose” 
and requiring hospital treat-
ment, while apprehending a 
suspect at the airport follow-
ing reports of an assault.

Footage of the police officer 
using force against the man 
being arrested was taken fol-
lowing the officers being as-
saulted, according to the force.

It appeared to show a po-
lice officer kicking and stamp-
ing on the head of a men ly-
ing on the ground, next to a  
woman.

Details of what happened 
immediately before and after 
the video remain unclear, with 
police saying that the “use of 
such force in an arrest is an un-
usual occurrence and one that 
we understand creates alarm”.

screen grab from a video circulating online

UN experts urge 
halt to violence 
against Ahmadis in 
Pakistan
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

United Nations experts 
yesterday voiced grave 

concern at reports of surg-
ing discrimination and vio-
lence against Pakistan’s Ah-
madi minority community, 
including extrajudicial kill-
ings and attacks on places 
of worship.

The Ahmadiyya sect, con-
sidered heretics by funda-
mentalist groups, has been 
persecuted for decades in 
Pakistan but threats and 
intimidation have risen in 
recent years.

“We are alarmed by ongo-
ing reports of violence and 
discrimination against the 
Ahmadiyya community in 
Pakistan,” said the nine in-
dependent experts, includ-
ing the special rapporteurs 
on extrajudicial executions, 
on freedom of expression 
and on freedom of religion.

“Urgent measures are 
necessary to respond to 
these violent attacks and 
the broader atmosphere of 
hatred and discrimination 
which feeds it,” they said in 
a statement.

Authorities seize hundreds of 
illegal dog meat skewers
AFP | Jakarta, Indonesia

Public order officers in Bali 
have seized hundreds of 

dog skewers and dozens of 
kilograms of raw dog meat on 
the Indonesian resort island 
where the trade is illegal, offi-
cials said yesterday. 

The tourist hotspot banned 
the dog meat trade last year, 
with offenders facing up to 
three months in prison or up 
to 50 million rupiah ($3,064) 
fines if found guilty, but the 
trade still exists in other parts 
of the country.

During inspections this 
week authorities found three 
dog meat sellers who were still 
carrying out their activities in 
violation of the local regula-
tion, Bali public order agency 
head Dewa Nyoman Rai Dhar-
madi told AFP.

They seized 500 dog meat 

skewers from a seller in the 
Jembrana district and 56 kilo-
grams of raw dog meat from 
another seller in the same dis-
trict.

The dog satay seller only re-
ceived a warning because he 
had not been caught trading 
before, while the other two 
sellers were deemed repeat 
offenders and had minor crim-
inal offences filed against them 
at a local court.

Authorities were only pur-
suing minor criminal cases 
for repeat offenders because 
they wanted to give dog meat 
sellers a chance to over-
haul their businesses, Dewa  
åsaid.

"But we will process re-
current (sellers) for deter-
rent effect. We're not playing 
around."

The two sellers will stand 
trial next month.

Palestinian Olympic threat video 
fake of possible Russian origin

AFP | Paris, France

A video that has been wide-
ly shared on social media 
showing a purported Pal-

estinian threatening attacks on 
France during the Olympic Games 
in Paris is a fake and could be of 
Russian origin, security sources 
and experts said yesterday. 

The video has emerged with 
France preparing to stage an un-
precedented opening ceremony 
along with River Seine on Friday 
and some sporting action already 
under way since Wednesday.

The video, posted on social net-
works including X and Telegram, 
shows a man with his face cov-
ered by a keffiyeh scarf and only 
his eyes exposed threatening “riv-
ers of blood” during the Olympics.

With a Palestinian flag pinned 
to his front, the man says such at-
tacks will be retribution for what 
he describes as French support of 

Israel in its war against Palestin-
ian militant group Hamas in the 
Gaza Strip and the presence of 
Israeli athletes at the Olympics.

He finishes by brandishing a 
bloodied head which appears to 
be that of Marianne, the symbol 
of the French Republic.

But while the video was widely 

shared, many were also quick to 
cast doubt on its authenticity, not-
ing it was not the style of groups 
like Hamas to make such videos 
and also questioning the quality 
of the speaker’s Arabic.

“The French secret services 
and their partners have not been 
able to authenticate the veracity 

of this video,” French Interior 
Minister Gerald Darmanin said 
late Wednesday.

‘False flag’
A security source, who asked 

not to be named, told AFP “the 
first analyses point to a Russian 
operation under a ‘false flag’”. 
The source said “several clues” 
pointed to this interpretation.

A “false flag” operation sees at-
tackers operate under false iden-
tities or without distinctive signs 
to deceive opponents, observers 
and potentially trigger an escala-
tion of a conflict.

One of the first accounts to 

post the video on X, “@endzi-
onism24”, now suspended, was 
created in February but then re-
mained silent for several months.

It was activated a few days be-
fore the video was posted to share 
content hostile to Israel, a typical 
pattern of inauthentic accounts 
used for propaganda and disin-
formation purposes.

The security source said that 
“the video was then reposted on 
X by accounts known to be part 
of Russian networks and was re-
layed by African sites known to be 
relay points for Russians.”

These included “@aussie-
cossack”, a pro-Russian ac-
count which has over 60,000  
followers.

The man makes numerous 
mistakes in Arabic grammar and 
syntax while his pronunciation of 
“Allahu Akbar” (God is Greatest) 
at the end of the video was also 
widely mocked.

France has mounted a vast 
security operation to ensure 

the Olympics are safe. Around 
18,000 French troops have been 
deployed to secure the Games in 

addition to regular police. 

Displaced Palestinians play football in the courtyard of a UN-run school in Jabalia, 
in the northern Gaza Strip

Philippines races to contain spill after oil 
tanker capsizes off Manila
AFP | Limay, Philippines

A Philippine-flagged tanker 
carrying 1.4 million litres 

of industrial fuel oil sank off 
Manila yesterday, authorities 
said, as they raced to contain 
a spill.

One crew member of the MT 
Terra Nova was killed when 
the tanker capsized in Manila 
Bay, nearly seven kilometres 
(4.3 miles) off Limay munic-
ipality in Bataan province, as 
it sailed to the central city of 
Iloilo.

The vessel went down in 
rough seas as heavy rains 
fuelled by Typhoon Gaemi and 
the seasonal monsoon lashed 

Manila and surrounding re-
gions in recent days.

An oil  slick stretching 
several kilometres has been 
detected and the Philippine 
Coast Guard was preparing to 
apply dispersants and deploy 
floating barriers to contain the 
spill.

Coast guard spokesman 
Rear Admiral Armando Bal-
ilo told a briefing earlier on 
Thursday authorities were 
"racing against time" to con-
tain the spill and stop more 
fuel leaking.

It appeared so far that diesel 
fuel used to power the tanker 
was leaking into the sea but 
not the industrial fuel oil car-
go, Balilo said.

He warned that if all the in-
dustrial fuel oil in the tanker 
were to leak, it would be the 
biggest spill in Philippine his-
tory.

"There is a big danger that 
Manila will be affected, even 
the shoreline of Manila, if 
the fuel will leak, because it 
is within Manila Bay," Balilo 
said.

Part of MT Terra Nova oil tanker 
after it sank off Manila Bay

Russian, Chinese 
bombers stage joint 
patrol near Alaska

AFP | Moscow, Russia

Russian and Chinese jets 
staged a joint patrol 

over far eastern Russia and 
the Bering Sea near Alas-
ka but Moscow and Beijing 
stressed it was not aimed at 
any “third party”.

Wednesday’s flights, with 
nuclear-capable bombers, 
came days after Moscow 
said the United States sent 
its own strategic bombers 
close to Russian airspace.

Russia said its “Tu-95MS 
strategic missile carriers 
and the Chinese air force’s 
Xian H-6 strategic bombers 
carried out an aerial patrol 
over the Chukchi and Ber-
ing Seas and the north Pa-
cific Ocean”.

The joint US-Canadian 
North American Aerospace 
Defense Command earlier 
said American and Cana-
dian warplanes had inter-
cepted two Russian and 
two Chinese bombers in 
international airspace near 
Alaska on Wednesday.

It said the bombers “re-
mained in international air-
space” and were “not seen 
as a threat”.

Moscow said the patrol 
observed international law 
and did not breach foreign 
airspace, adding that “at 
certain stages of the route, 
the aviation group was ac-
companied by fighter jets of 
foreign countries”.

Representative picture

Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump is evacuated from a rally by Secret 
Service agents

FBI Director Christopher Wray

Rushdie attacker 
indicted on 
terrorism charges

New York, United States

The man accused of try-
ing to kill the author 

Salman Rushdie has been 
charged with terrorism for 
allegedly acting on behalf 
of Hezbollah, according 
to documents unsealed 
Wednesday.

Hadi Matar, a 26-year-
old American of Lebanese 
descent who was already 
charged by the state of New 
York for the 2022 stabbing 
attack, has now been in-
dicted by a grand jury on 
three counts that include 
attempting to provide ma-
terial to support a foreign 
terrorist organization, said 
the indictment dated July 17 
but not unsealed until now.

That organization is Leb-
anon’s Iran-backed move-
ment Hezbollah, the US Jus-
tice Department said.

In August 2022 Rush-
die lost sight in his right 
eye after the attack by a 
knife-wielding assailant at 
an arts gathering in New 
York state. 

Biden says time 
to pass torch to 
‘younger voices’

AFP | Washington, US

US President Joe Bid-
en told Americans 

Wednesday he quit the 
2024 election to unite the 
country, saying in a historic 
Oval Office speech that it 
was time to pass the torch 
to “younger voices.”

“I revere this office. But I 
love my country more,” the 
81-year-old said in an ele-
giac prime-time address to 
the nation urging his divid-
ed country to embrace de-
mocracy and shun hatred.

“The defense of democra-
cy, which is at stake, is more 
important than any title,” 
Biden said. “I have decided 
the best way forward is to 
pass the torch to a new gen-
eration. That is the best way 
to unite our nation.”

In his first televised ad-
dress since his stunning 
decision, Biden also hailed 
his Vice President Kamala 
Harris, 59, who is set to be 
the new Democratic presi-
dential nominee.

“She’s experienced. She’s 
tough. She’s capable,” Biden 
said in just the fourth ad-
dress of his presidency from 
behind the Resolute Desk 
-- and likely his last. 

US sanctions China-based network 
over N. Korea support
AFP | Washington, United States

The United States unveiled 
sanctions Wednesday against 

a network of half a dozen people 
and five firms in China it accuses 
of supporting North Korea's bal-
listic missile and space programs.

The network is alleged to have 
helped North Korea with procur-
ing items for its ballistic missile 
programs, which the US Treasury 
Department said were being op-
erated in "flagrant violation" of 
UN Security Council resolutions.

North Korea's continued de-
velopment of its ballistic missile 
technologies "is both irrespon-
sible and destabilizing for both 
the region and the international 
community," Treasury under sec-
retary for terrorism and financial 
intelligence Brian Nelson said in 
a statement.

"The United States remains 
committed to using our tools to 
enforce these international sanc-
tions, including disrupting the 
illicit procurement networks that 
provide key inputs for these tech-
nologies," he added.

Beijing's foreign ministry hit 

back Thursday, saying it "opposes 
illegal unilateral sanctions."

"China always conscientiously 
implements UN Security Coun-
cil resolutions and fulfils its own 
international obligations, and is 
committed to upholding peace 
and stability on the (Korean) pen-
insula," ministry spokeswoman 
Mao Ning said at a news confer-
ence.

"Indiscriminately imposing 
sanctions cannot resolve penin-
sular issues," she said.

Representative picture

Sunita Williams to 
return soon, hints 
Nasa

TDT | agencies 

Nasa Flight Director Ed 
Van Cise announced 

that a subset of the NASA 
team is working closely with 
Boeing’s CST-100 Starlin-
er spacecraft and its crew 
members astronauts Butch 
Wilmore and Sunita Wil-
liams.

This collaboration aims 
to fine-tune the spacecraft’s 
systems and prepare for its 
upcoming departure.

The two astronauts have 
been aboard the Space Sta-
tion for over a month as 
work continued on fixing 
several issues a glitches with 
the Starliner spacecraft.

Biden


