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Across
1- Moist; 6- Long walks; 11- Stipulations; 14- Alamogordo’s county; 15- Beaming; 16- Sellout 
sign; 17- Conger catcher; 18- Lover of Juliet; 19- Small batteries; 20- Encounter; 22- Alpaca’s 
cousin; 24- Bitter derision; 28- Comfort in misfortune; 30- Quantity; 31- Strikes out; 
32- Stylish; 33- Sweetheart; 37- Is afflicted with; 38- Monte ___; 39- At the present time; 40- 
Hollow-horned ruminants; 43- Part of Hispaniola; 45- Two-legged support; 46- Gibberish; 
47- Thief; 49- Vocalization of young birds; 50- Pithy; 51- Word that can precede war, biotic 
and climax; 52- Greek vowel; 53- Cheek cosmetic; 56- Expressed disapproval; 61- Mus. slow-
up; 62- Tree-lined walk; 63- Overturn; 64- Born, in France; 65- “See ya!”; 66- Wise ones;

 Down 
1- Garden tool; 2- Salt Lake City player; 3- ___ Brooks, filmaker responsible for “Blazing Sad-
dles”; 4- High dudgeon; 5- Inactive; 6- Seraglio; 7- ___ Rhythm; 8- Dutch carrier; 9- Fair-hiring 
abbr.; 10- Tumid; 11- Stern with a bow; 12- Picture border; 13- Cubs slugger Sammy; 21- Ball-
park fig.; 23- Final, ultimate; 24- Figure skater Cohen; 25- Jordan’s capital; 26- Way to cook; 
27- Junkyard dog; 28- Vends; 29- Ersatz butter; 31- Called one’s bluff; 33- Visible exhalation; 
34- Architect Jones; 35- ___ your life!; 36- “Dallas” family name; 38- Deal (with); 41- Subsides; 
42- Generous; 43- Constitution of a person; 44- ___ longa, vita brevis; 46- Stick (out); 47- Knot 
again; 48- Use a soapbox; 49- Scoff; 50- Small gull; 51- Author James; 54- Pay stub?; 55- Nth: 
Abbr.; 57- Health haven; 58- Frat party staple; 59- Chemical ending; 60- Driller’s deg.;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 

Halle Berry ‘leaves Kim Kardashian’s legal drama’
Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Halle Berry has reportedly 
left Kim Kardashian’s up-

coming legal drama.
Just a week ago, the 57-year-

old star was reported to be part 
of the cast for ‘All’s Fair’ - which 
has been created by ‘American 
Horror Story’ boss Ryan Mur-
phy - alongside Glenn Close and 
reality star turned actress Kim.

Now, Variety has reported 
that she has “bowed out of the 
show due to a scheduling con-
flict”.

She had also been attached to 
executive produce, but will no 
longer be attached to the show 
in any capacity.

The series is set to focus on an 
all-female law firm in Los An-
geles, while specific details re-
garding Halle’s planned charac-
ter had been kept under wraps.

Ryan will write, direct and 
executive produce the project, 
which is the first of his series 
announced under his new Dis-
ney deal after his Netflix agree-
ment came to an end.

Kim and Glenn are both ex-
ecutive producers, along with 
Kris Jenner, Alexis Martin Woo-
dall, Scott Robertson and Eric 
Kovtun.

Kim made her acting debut 
as publicist Siobhan Corbyn in 
‘American Horror Story: Del-
icate’, and the spooky anthol-

ogy show’s creator was 
delighted with the praise 
for her performance.

In a recent episode of 
‘The Kardashians’, Ryan 
told her: “You were 
really, really good to 
the point where they 
called me and were 
like, ‘Do you think 
Kim would want to do 
her own show?’ “

In a confessional af-
ter the chat, Kim joked 
she wasn’t should what 
she “got herself into”, 
and wondered if she 
could “really pull this off”.

Ryan - who also creat-
ed the likes of ‘Glee’, ‘Nip/

Tuck’, ‘Ratched’ and more 
- then revealed his pitch 

for  Kim’s  potent ia l  
series.

He suggested: “Kim 
is the world’s best, 
most expensive di-
vorce lawyer, and she 
has her own firm, and 
the thing about her 
firm is it’s an all-fe-

male firm.”
Kim - who filed from 

divorce from ex Kanye 
West early in 2021 be-
fore finalising the split 
the following year - 
joked she “has some 
experience” in  the  
field.

Halle Berry Armie Hammer

Ryan Reynolds reveals why he had to ‘let go’ of the idea of earning big money for Deadpool
Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Ryan Reynolds had to “let go” of 
the idea of being paid a huge 

amount for ‘Deadpool’.
The 47-year-old actor had always 

wanted to bring the Marvel Comics 
character to the screen and had 
been trying to do so for a decade by 
the time he finally managed to play 
Wade Wilson in 2016 but did not 

believe that it would ever become 
a success.

He told The New York Times: 
“When I finally got to make it, it 
had been almost 10 years at that 
point. No part of me was think-
ing when ‘Deadpool’ was final-
ly greenlit that this would be a  
success.

“I even let go of getting paid to 
do the movie just to put it back 

on the screen: They wouldn’t al-
low my co-writers Rhett Reese 
and Paul Wernick on set, so I 
took the little salary I had left and 
paid them to be on set with me so 
we could form a de facto writers  
room.”

But the Hollywood star learned 
while on set of the film - which 
eventually grossed $782.6 million 
at the box office and spawned two 

sequels - that sometimes money 
can be the “enemy” of creativi-
ty, so by doing away with a focus 
on the financial side of things, 
he was able to hone in on the  
character.

He said: “It was a lesson in a cou-
ple of senses. I think one of the 
great enemies of creativity is too 
much time and money, and that 
movie had neither time nor money. 

It really fostered focusing 
on character over specta-
cle, which is a little harder 
to execute in a comic-book 
movie. I was just so invested 
in every micro-detail of it 
and I hadn’t felt like that in 
a long, long time. I remem-
bered wanting to feel that 
more — not just on “Dead-
pool,” but on anything.

Ryan Reynolds

Keanu Reeves ‘didn’t write’ new novel
Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Keanu Reeves “didn’t write 
any” of his new novel.

The ‘John Wick’ actor has 
teamed up with one of his 
favourite authors, China 
Miéville, on ‘The Book of 
Elsewhere’, which is in-
spired by his own ‘BRZRKR’ 
comic books and features 
the series’ protagonist, im-
mortal warrior Unute 
aka B, but he left 
penning the sto-
ry to his collab-
orator.

He admitted 
to The Guardi-
an newspaper: 
“I didn’t want 
to write the 
book. I want-
e d  a n o t h e r 
creator to take 
that journey. 
So, ultimately, 
China has written 
the novel. It’s not, 
like, we could look 
at page eight and 
say, ‘Oh, I wrote 

this section.’ I didn’t write any 
of the novel.’”

The pair first met face-to-face 
in Berlin in 2021, and went 

through China’s first 
draft in a series of 
Zoom meetings, 
with the 51-year-
old author ad-
mitting it took 
him some time 
to grasp Keanu’s 

ideas, but ul-
t i m a t e l y 
h e  re a l -
ised the 
59-year-
old star’s 
sugges-
t i o n s 
w e r e 
“abso-
lutely 
right”.
H e 

said: “What 
I  f e l t  h e 

was par-
ticularly 
p e r -
spica-
c i o u s 

about was questions of char-
acter – which shouldn’t be a 
surprise because of the acting.

“But the way we talk about 
things structurally, and in terms 
of character, isn’t necessarily 
the same. We don’t come with 
the same vernacular.

“So there was a process where 
I had to learn to understand 
what was being put to me. I re-
member a couple of times when 
you were saying things about B, 
and I was like, I know I’m not 
getting what he’s saying.

“Then after a couple of goes 
around – oh, OK, I get it. And 
every time that happened – I 
can think of three times very 
particularly – I was, like, oh: he’s 
absolutely right.”

The ‘Speed’ actor couldn’t be 
happier with the end result of 
their collaboration.

He said:  “I’m reading a 
‘BRZRKR’ China Miéville novel! 
Yeah! What, what, what? And 
then like, why am I crying? Why 
am I feeling so much? And then 
what is that? And then? Wait, 
I need to like … what’s that 
f******word? Oh, yeah. Great.”

Keanu released the first vol-
ume of -BRZRKR’ - which he cre-
ated with writer Matt Kindt and 
artist Ron Garney - in November 
2021. The second volume in the 
series was released in 2022 and 
the third volume was released 
in October 2023.

In 2021, it was announced 
that Netflix would develop a 
live-action film based on the 
comic book, which Keanu is at-
tached to star in.

‘The Book of Elsewhere’ will 
be released on 23 July.

Armie Hammer thinks being 
cancelled saved his life
Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Armie Hammer thinks 
he would have 

died if he hadn’t 
b e e n  c a n -
celled.

T h e 
3 7 - y e a r -
o l d  a c t o r 
faced accu-
sations of 
sexual mis-
conduct in-
cluding rape 
in 2021 - while 
no charges were 
filed following a two-year 
investigation by the Los An-
geles Police Department - as 
well as claims of cannibalistic  
fantasies.

Hammer denied all allega-
tions and insisted facing “a 
career death” saved his life, as 
he acknowledged his “s***** 
behaviour” including cheating 
on his wife and using “people 
to make me feel better”.

He told Bill Maher on 
the ‘Club Random’ pod-
cast: “My life would 
have kept going ex-
actly as it was. And I 
know that that would 
ultimately only lead in 
one place, and that’s  
death.”

H e  a d d e d : 
“ I  e x p e r i -
e n c e d  a n 
ego death, 
a  c a r e e r 
death,  a 
financial 
death, all 
of these 
t h i n g s , 
right?

“ Yo u 
g o t  t o 
die. And 
once you 
d i e ,  y o u 
can then be 
reborn.”

The ‘Call 
Me By Your 
Name’ actor 

insisted being cancelled has 
been “incredible liberating” 

because he was no 
longer “preoccu-

pied with how 
[he] was per-
ceived”.

He add-
ed: “Once 
e v e r y o n e 
j u s t  d e -
cides  that 

t h e y  h a t e 
you,  you go, 

‘Oh, well, then 
I don’t  need an-

ything from you people 
anyway. I guess I should 
just learn to be content with  
myself.’

“And then you go do that, 
and it feels f****** amazing.”

Hammer admitted he was 
“callous and inconsiderate” to-
wards other people - including 
being unfaithful to his now ex-
wife Elizabeth Chambers, who 
he split from in 2020 after over 
eight years of marriage - but he 

has repeatedly denied the 
allegations against him.

He said: “I used peo-
ple to make me feel bet-
ter. I was callous and in-
considerate with people 

and their emotions and 
their well-being.

“ A n d  I 
w a n t e d 
w h a t  I 
w a n t e d , 
and I was 
going to 
take it 
at any 
c o s t , 
even if 
it was 
at  an 
e m o -
tional 
cost of 

s o m e -
o n e 

else. And 
t h a t  i s 

s***** be-
haviour.”

Keanu Reeves

I didn’t want to write 
the book. I wanted 
another creator to 

take that journey. So, 
ultimately, China has 
written the novel. It’s 

not, like, we could 
look at page eight and 
say, ‘Oh, I wrote this 

section.’ I didn’t write 
any of the novel.

KEANU REEVES

I experienced an ego 
death, a career death, 
a financial death, all of 
these things, right? You 
got to die. And once you 

die, you can then be 
reborn

ARMIE HAMMER


