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BAHRAIN

HM King returns from successful Saudi visit

• Bahrain and Saudi 
Arabia bilateral relations 
are strengthened further

TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa returned to 

Bahrain following a successful 
visit to Saudi Arabia.

His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister, led the well-wishers 
as they welcomed HM the King 
at the airport.

Highlight of His Majesty’s vis-
it was his meeting with the Cus-
todian of the Two Holy Mosques 

King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al 
Saud that focused on enhanc-
ing relations between Bahrain 
and Saudi Arabia and reviewed 
regional and international de-
velopments.

HM King Hamad also met the 
Saudi Crown Prince, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Defense 
Minister, His Royal Highness 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud.

In a cable to King Salman, HM 
King Hamad thanked him for 
the gracious hospitality accord-
ed to the Bahraini delegation.

His Majesty expressed deep 
gratitude for the constructive 
talks the two leaders had and 

stressed they would deepen the 
strong relations between the 
two countries.

HM the King lauded the sin-
cere efforts exerted by the Cus-
todian of the Two Holy Mosques 
for the sake, unity and solidarity 
of the nation, as well as the ded-
icated commitment to defend 
the interests of the Arab and 
Islamic countries and to pre-
serve their security, stability and  
prosperity.

HM King Hamad wished King 
Salman abundant health and 
Saudi Arabia further progress 
and prosperity under his rule 
and with the support of HRH 
Prince Mohammed.

HM the King is welcomed back by HRH Prince Salman and senior government 
officials

Team Bahrain ‘vital’ 
for economic growth
TDT | Manama

Team Bahrain’s efforts to 
implement the Economic 
Recovery Plan were com-

mended by the Cabinet, noting 
its positive contribution to the 
Kingdom’s economic growth.

The Cabinet thanked those 
who contributed to the King-
dom’s economic success and 
urged them to continue devel-
opment efforts with the same 
determination.

This came as His Royal High-
ness Prince Salman bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister, yesterday 
chaired the weekly Cabinet 
meeting at Gudaibiya Palace.

The Cabinet discussed a mem-
orandum submitted by the Min-
ister of Finance and National 
Economy on Bahrain’s quarterly 
economic report for Q2 of 2022. 
The report outlined the out-
comes of implementing the Eco-
nomic Recovery Plan, as Bahrain 
recorded remarkable growth 
during the second quarter of 
2022 YoY.

The quarterly report shows 
that the total Real GDP grew 
by 6.9% in Q2, the highest YoY 
growth rate since 2011, while the 

non-oil sector grew by 9%.
It also revealed positive 

economic growth driven by 
the strong performances of 
the non-oil sectors thanks to 
the Economic Recovery Plan.

Positive outcomes

The Cabinet highlighted 
the outcomes of the meet-
ing held by His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa and 
the Custodian of the Two 
Holy Mosques, King Salman 
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud.

It lauded the meeting for 
strengthening the everlasting 
relations of cooperation and co-
ordination between both coun-
tries.

The Cabinet also highlight-
ed the meeting held between 
HM the King and the Crown 
Prince, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Defence of Sau-
di Arabia, His Royal Highness 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud. In this 
regard, the Cabinet noted Saudi 
Arabia’s pivotal role in consoli-
dating regional security, stabili-
ty, and peace.

The Cabinet noted that the 
mediation led by HRH Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman is a 
leading diplomatic and humani-
tarian initiative to settle regional 
and international disputes by 
diplomatic means and support 
regional and global peace and 
stability.

In this regard, the Cabinet 
noted the success of the Saudi 
mediation in releasing 10 pris-
oners as part of the prisoner ex-
change process between Russia 
and Ukraine.

(Continued on Page 3)
HRH Prince Salman chairs the weekly Cabinet meeting

World Series of 
Darts set for 
Bahrain debut
TDT | Manama

The Kingdom of Bah-
rain will be hosting its 

first-ever event in the World 
Series of Darts early next 
year, it was announced yes-
terday by Bahrain Interna-
tional Circuit (BIC).

BIC will be staging the 
inaugural Bahrain Darts 
Masters on January 12 and 
13 at its facility. It is part of 
a global tour of the world’s 
best darts players.

BIC and sports promoter 
CBX have teamed up with 
the Professional Darts Cor-
poration (PDC) to bring the 
World Series of Darts to 
Bahrain.

The 2023 Bahrain Darts 
Masters will comprise two 
days of competition, with 
eight top players – set to 
include reigning World 
Champion Peter Wright and 
world number one Gerwyn 
Price – taking on eight re-
gional representatives, in-
cluding Bahrain’s best.

BIC chief executive Shai-
kh Salman bin Isa Al Khalifa 
said: “The sport is a spec-
tacle that has to be seen to 
be believed and the atmos-
phere at PDC events is some-
thing that we expect will be 
a unique experience for fans 
in Bahrain.”

Snowden is now 
‘Russian citizen’
Washington

President Vladimir Putin 
yesterday granted Rus-

sian citizenship to former 
US intelligence contractor 
Edward Snowden, nine 
years after he exposed the 
scale of secret surveillance 
operations by the National 
Security Agency (NSA).

Snowden has been living 
in Russia since 2013, after 
the US charged the former 
intelligence analyst contrac-
tor under the 1917 Espio-
nage Act for leaking highly 
classified documents about 
government surveillance 
programs.



HRH Prince Salman 
hails Gulf Air progress

TDT | Manama

Hi s  Roya l  H i g h n e s s 
Prince  Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the 

Crown Prince and Prime Min-

ister, commended the progress 
achieved by the Kingdom’s na-
tional carrier, Gulf Air, high-
lighting its increased compet-
itiveness in transport and air 
navigation services.

HRH Prince Salman issued 
directives to continue enhanc-
ing Gulf Air’s performance and 
quality of services, correspond-
ing with its contributions to 
elevating the global image of 

Bahrain at all levels.
This came as His Royal 

Highness met yesterday with 
the Minister of Industry and 
Commerce and Chairman 
of the Gulf Air Board of Di-
rectors, Zayed bin Rashid Al 
Zayani, and the Acting Chief 
Executive Officer of Gulf Air, 
Captain Waleed Al Alawi, at 
Gudaibiya Palace.

The meeting took place to 
mark Gulf Air’s achievement 
in being awarded the World’s 
Most Improved Airline in 
2022 by Skytrax World Avia-
tion Awards.

HRH the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister emphasised 
the importance of the logis-
tics sector in supporting the 
national economy and enhanc-
ing the competitiveness of the 
Kingdom’s economic sectors 
to achieve its comprehensive 

development goals, led by HM 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa.

He extended his congratula-
tions to the Chairman and the 
Board of Directors of Gulf Air, 
as well as to the airline’s employ-
ees, on their achievement, wish-
ing them continued success.

Al Zayani and Captain Al Ala-
wi expressed their gratitude to 

His Royal Highness for his on-
going support in developing the 
Kingdom’s logistics sector.

The Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister for Infrastruc-
ture, Shaikh Khalid bin Abdul-
la Al Khalifa, and the Minister 
of Cabinet Affairs, Hamad bin 
Faisal Al Malki, also attended 
the meeting.
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HM King receives warm send-off

His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa left Jeddah, returning to Bahrain after a visit to Saudi Arabia where he had talks with the Custodian of 
the Two Holy Mosques King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud and Crown Prince, Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister HRH Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud. HM the King was bidden farewell by HRH Prince Mohammed bin Salman, Advisor to the Custodian of the Two 
Holy Mosques, Governor of Makkah Region HRH Prince Khalid Al Faisal bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, State Minister and Cabinet Member HRH Prince 
Turki bin Mohammed Al Saud, and Bahrain’s Ambassador to Saudi Arabia Shaikh Ali bin Abdulrahman Al Khalifa.

Bahrain greets 
Turkmenistan
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa and 

His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khal-
ifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, sent cables 
of congratulations to Presi-
dent Serdar Berdimuhame-
dow of Turkmenistan on 
his country’s Independence 
Day.

HM King Hamad and HRH 
Prince Salman wished good 
health to President Ber-
dimuhamedow and Turk-
menistan more progress.

HRH Prince Salman with Shaikh Khalid bin Abdulla, Al Zayani and Captain Al Alawi

nogaholding plans for strategic projects
TDT | Manama

The Oil and Gas Holding 
Company B.S.C. (nogahol-

ding) Board of Directors re-
viewed the executive manage-
ment report, which dealt with 
the company’s latest develop-
ments, and the transformation-
al plans of a number of strategic 
projects.

In addition, the Board ap-
proved a set of decisions related 
to supporting quality projects 
and improving internal work 
systems.

This came as His Highness 
Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al 

Khalifa, Representative of His 
Majesty the King for Humani-
tarian Works and Youth Affairs, 
and nogaholding’s Chairman 
of the Board of Directors, com-
mended the past endeavours 
and efforts of the company to 
advance the development of the 

oil and gas sector.
They are in line with the vi-

sion of His Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khalifa, and the 
aspirations of His Royal High-
ness Prince Salman bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister.

HH Shaikh Nasser chairs nogaholding’s board meeting
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Boost for tourism

Tourism Minister Fatima bint Jaafar Al Sairafi met 
with the Secretary General of the World Tourism 
Organization, Zurab Pololikashvili, on the sidelines of her 
participation in the “World Tourism Day” events being 
held in Bali, Indonesia. During the meeting, Al Sairafi 
highlighted the Kingdom of Bahrain’s commitment to 
strengthen cooperation with the UNWTO. She affirmed 
the Kingdom’s growing contribution to global initiatives 
aimed at accelerating the recovery of the tourism 
sector following the COVID-19 pandemic. They also 
agreed to provide Bahrainis in the tourism industry 
with vocational training programmes at the UNWTO’s 
regional and head offices.

C O U R T  S T O R I E S

Kingdom’s ‘eco-friendly’ move 
to promote plastic alternatives

Initiative aims to protect environmental balance by curbing the spread of plastic waste 

• Commerce Ministry 
calls on everyone to 
cooperate in protecting 
environmental systems

Staff Reporter
TDT | Manama

The governmental agen-
cies are in their best ef-
forts to promote plastic 

alternatives as part of a bid to 
implement pro-environment 
measures, according to a senior 
government official.

Shaikh Hamad bin Salman 
Al Khalifa, Assistant Undersec-
retary within the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry, said a 
comprehensive study is ongoing 
regarding the introduction of 
alternative products to plastic 
bags in the longer run.

The official’s comment comes 
in light of the Kingdom banning 
single-use plastic bags having 
thickness of less than 35 microns 
since September 18.

The ministry’s assistance aims 
to protect and preserve the en-
vironment in order to achieve 
Bahrain’s Economic Vision 2030 

goals of protecting natural spac-
es and reducing pollution. This 
can be accomplished by reduc-
ing the spread of plastic waste, 
which also endangers wildlife.

“The ministry had conducted 
a comprehensive study to see the 
status of plastic bags in factories 
and the main point of sale,” Shai-
kh Hamad said.

“According to the Assistant 
Undersecretary for Local and 
Foreign Trade, market surveys 

revealed that all local factories 
intend to manufacture multi-use 
plastic bags thicker than 35 mi-
crons.

“The survey also revealed that 
86 per cent of those local fac-
tories will continue to produce 
plastic products that are exempt 
from the new ban on single-use 
plastic bags.

“This move would create more 
awareness and responsibility 
around saving our environment 
with the enforcement of the law 
– and with all our cooperation, 
we can definitely build a safe and 
sustainable environment for all 
living creatures.

“Various measures are being 
implemented with the support 

of officials in order to achieve a 
safe and secure life for citizens 
while also assuring the availa-
bility of technical capabilities 
to manufacture multi-use of 35 
microns or more,” Shaikh Ham-
ad added.

He also emphasised that the 
ministry will continue to take 
steps to protect environmental 
systems, emphasising the impor-
tance of everyone’s cooperation 
in moving forward with these 
efforts.

The officials noted that sev-
eral neighbouring and devel-
oped countries have applied 
similar regulations to limit the 
spread of plastic bags, in hope 
of curbing litter and minimising 

greenhouse emissions caused by 
plastic bag productions.

The Ministry  of  Indus-
try, Commerce, and Tourism 
(MOICT) earlier issued an order 
to ban selling, manufacturing, 
circulating and importing sin-
gle-use plastic bags, which are 
less than 35 microns in thick-
ness.

Minister Zayed bin Rashid Al 
Zayani said that the decision 
aims to support environmental 
protection initiatives and limit 
the spread of plastic waste.

He highlighted that the ban 
is in line with the government’s 
plans of securing an environ-
ment that supports sustainabil-
ity and reduces pollution.

The ban will exclude sin-
gle-use plastic bags that are 
more than 35 microns in thick-
ness, single-use plastic bags that 
are used for medical purposes 
and bags that are used for ex-
ports, he said.

Al Zayani said that the MOICT 
held stakeholder engagement 
sessions especially with the pri-
vate sector through the Bahrain 
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry.

The minister noted that sever-
al neighbouring and developed 

countries have applied similar 
regulations to limit the spread 
of plastic waste, which poses a 
great danger to the environment 
and wildlife.

He stressed that the ministry 
will continue to take measures 
that contribute to environmental 
systems protection, calling on 
the need for everyone’s coop-
eration to move forward in en-
forcing these efforts to preserve 
environmental safety.

Cabinet supports strategy to boost infrastructure development
(Continuation from Page 1)

TDT | Manama

The Cabinet yesterday dis-
cussed and approved a 

memorandum by the Minister 
of Housing and Urban Planning 
regarding the continued imple-
mentation of the strategy for 
infrastructural development and 
social services in the new hous-
ing projects.

Chaired by His Royal High-
ness Prince Salman bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister, the week-
ly Cabinet meeting held at Gu-

daibiya Palace also approved a 
memorandum by the Ministe-
rial Committee for Legal and 
Legislative Affairs on develop-

ments regarding the executive 
mechanisms of the decree-law 
on the Electronic Transferable 
Records Law.

It also approved a memoran-
dum by the Ministerial Com-
mittee for Legal and Legislative 
Affairs on the government’s re-

sponse to four proposals sub-
mitted by the Council of Repre-
sentatives.

The Cabinet reviewed a 
memorandum by the Ministe-
rial Committee for Legal and 
Legislative Affairs regarding the 
unified framework of cooper-
ation between the Ministry of 
Electricity and Water Affairs 
and government agencies on 
technical support in the fields 
of renewable energy and energy 
efficiency.

The Cabinet also reviewed a 
memorandum by the Minister 
of Cabinet Affairs regarding the 
implementation of the Govern-

ment Priority Framework 3.0.
Each minister was directed 

to develop an executive plan for 
the remaining 23 projects within 
the framework, which aim to 
achieve financial sustainability 
and development.

The Cabinet took note of min-
isterial reports regarding foreign 
participation of the Ministers 
and the visits of foreign delega-
tions to the Kingdom of Bahrain 
in October 2022, as well as the 
first Bahrain International Med-
ical Conference for AIDS, and 
participation in the 52nd session 
of the Arab Information Minis-
ters’ Council, held in Egypt.

HRH Prince Salman chairs the Cabinet meeting yesterday

The Kingdom is in its best efforts to curb the spread of plastic wastes

“This move would 
create more 

awareness and 
responsibility 

around saving our 
environment with 

the enforcement of 
the law – and with all 
our cooperation, we 

can definitely build a 
safe and sustainable 
environment for all 
living creatures.”   
– SHAIKH HAMAD BIN SALMAN AL 

KHALIFA, ASSISTANT UNDERSECRETARY 
WITHIN THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE 

AND INDUSTRY

KNOW WHAT

The Ministry of Industry, 
Commerce, and Tourism 

(MOICT) has issued an or-
der to ban selling, man-
ufacturing, circulating 

and importing single-use 
plastic bags, which are 
less than 35 microns in 

thickness.

Three Asian men jailed for peddling drugs

• Court upholds 
10-year prison 
sentence upheld

• Fined BD5,000 each 
followed by deportation

TDT | Manama

The Supreme Court of Ap-
peal upheld a 10-year pris-

on sentence for three Asians 
who were convicted of procur-
ing and peddling drugs, fin-
ing each BD5,000 followed by 
deportation at the end of the 
sentence.

Security investigations had de-
tected the first defendant’s pos-

session of drugs with intent to sell.
An undercover agent con-

tacted the defendant to pur-
chase cannabis for BD100. A 
meeting was agreed upon in 
the Salmabad area where the 
first defendant’s friend would 
bring the drugs.

Under police observation, the 
drug exchange took place.

The second defendant with-
drew to a car where the first 
defendant was seated, and the 
two were immediately arrested 
and found in possession of the 
sale money as well as a bag con-
taining 30 methamphetamine 
tablets. The second defendant 
delivered drugs for the former 
in return for a commission of 
the sale percentage.

Per search warrant, the se-

curity force entered the first 
defendant’s apartment.

The third defendant who 
supplied the drugs was found; 
moreover, three sensitive scales, 
five bongs and other tools used 
in the abuse and sale of drugs 
were identified, and approxi-
mately 50 grams of various drug 
substances.

The first and third defend-
ants confessed their involve-
ment in the procurement and 
promotion of drugs while the 
third defendant carried out de-
livery to customers.

The three also got 10-year jail 
term and BD5,000 fine each. 
The third defendant was fined 
an additional BD100 for posses-
sion of pornographic material 
in his phone.

Woman arrested for fraud
TDT | Manama

The General Direc-
torate of Anti-Cor-

ruption and Economic 
and Electronic Secu-
rity’s Anti-Economic 
Crimes Police has ar-
rested a woman sus-
pected of fraud.

She cheated some 
citizens through social 
media by making them 
believe that she could 
import international 
branded products for 
low prices compared 
to the prices in the lo-
cal market.

She used to post the 
products on social me-
dia, pretending to be a 
client for international 

companies and shops 
to win their victims’ 
trust and give her mon-
ey to import the prod-
ucts.

She delivered the 
branded products to 
some of her customers 
to attract more victims. 
Eventually, she didn’t 
hand over the products 
or the money.

An investigation into 
the case led to her ar-
rest, while legal pro-
ceedings are being tak-
en to refer the case to 
the Public Prosecution.

T h e  d i r e c t o r a t e 
called upon citizens 
and residents to report 
such cases to the hot-
line 992.
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ILA celebrates Dandiya Night 
‘Garbha Ni Raat 2022’ in style
• Indian Ambassador 
Srivastava and wife 
grace Indian dance 
festival event

TDT | Manama

The Indian Ladies Associ-
ation (ILA) Bahrain con-
ducted its iconic Dandiya 

Night “Garbha Ni Raat 2022” on 
23 September at Crowne Plaza 
Hotel, Bahrain.

This event is being organ-
ised by ILA Bahrain since last 
25 years. It is the biggest and 
grandest Indian dance festival 
in the Kingdom. It marks the 
beginning of festive season in 
India.

More than 1,600 people from 
Indian, Bahraini and other na-
tionalities participated in this 
grand event.

Chief guests of the program 
were H.E. Piyush Srivastava, 
the Ambassador of India in the 
Kingdom of Bahrain, and his 
wife Mrs Monica Srivastava, 
who is also the patron of ILA in 
Bahrain. Guest of Honour at the 
event was Mr Yusuf Lori Direc-
tor of Information and Follow 
up, Capital Governorate.

Other invited dignitaries in-
cluded heads of businesses of 
Bahrain, heads of various asso-

ciations like BCICAI, American 
Women Association, Rotary, Li-
ons Club, Bahrain Cancer socie-
ty, Bahrain Red Crescent Society, 
Bahrain Reproductive Health 
Association, Anti Smoking So-
ciety, Bahrain Diabetic Associa-
tion, Bahrain Society For Child 
Development, among others.

Main attractions were a Live 
DJ for dancing crowd, Live Dhol 
Band (Indian Drums perfor-
mance), Live Traditional Dance 
performances by ILA members 

and other groups with various 
stalls and bazaars for Art n Craft, 
Jewellery, clothes and food.

There were many competitions 
for the crowd like Best Rango-
li (indian art of painting using 
colored powdered), Best Tha-
li Decoration, Best Traditional 
Navratri Outfit, Best Dancing 
Group, Best Dancing couple, 
Best Dancer Male/Female, Best 
Dressed Fusion Male/Female, 
Best Dressed kid, and a grand 
Raffle Draw for 3 mega prizes. 

The decorations in the Hall 
were done by ILA members. A 
charity stall was set up by stu-
dents for donations to Sneha. 
In addition, there were many 
attractive stalls set up by the 
members of ILA. Main sponsors 
of the event were Mega Mart, 
Zayani, Kolmaz, Asian Paints, 
Kewalrams, YK Almoayyed. Me-
dia partner Radio Mirchi Bah-
rain.

Funds raised from this event 
will be used for various charita-
ble activities of ILA.

KNOW WHAT

This event is the biggest 
and grandest Indian 
dance festival in the 

Kingdom. It marks the 
beginning of festive 

season in India.

Indian Ambassador Piyush Srivastava and his wife Mrs Monica Srivastava share 
the joy with the Indian community at the event

RCSI Bahrain welcomes 356 new 
undergraduate students on campus   
TDT | Manama

The Royal College of Sur-
geons in Ireland – Medi-

cal University of Bahrain (RCSI 
Bahrain) was delighted to wel-
come 356 new undergraduate 
students on campus for the 
start of the 2022-23 academic  
year.

Once again, RCSI Bahrain wel-
comed medical students from 
all corners of the globe, among 
which 26% are Bahraini na-
tionals, 43% are from the Mid-
dle East and Africa (excluding 
Bahrain), 15% are from North 
America, 13% from Asia and 3% 
are from Europe. 

Mr Stephen Harrison-Mir-
field, RCSI Bahrain Chief Op-
erating Officer, commented: 
“The start of the academic year 
is a key moment for RCSI Bah-
rain. It is always with immense 
pleasure that we welcome our 

newcomers from several global 
regions and reconnect with oth-
er students.

“More importantly, it is an 
occasion for all of us to create 
and nurture relationships with 
one another for years to come, 
even beyond graduation. RCSI 
Bahrain takes pride in the de-
velopment of its global Alumni 
community with a network of 
2,746 Alumni health practition-
ers present in 35 countries as of 

this year.”
Under the School of Nurs-

ing and Midwifery, the Nursing 
Year 1 students were the first to 
commence followed by the stu-
dents from the School of Med-
icine, enrolled in the Medical 
Commencement programme, 
Foundation Year and Medicine 
Year 1 programmes.

During the course of their 
first week, new students par-
ticipated in the orientation pro-

gramme and Freshers’ activities 
with teaching starting the fol-
lowing week. All new students 
have been assigned a Buddy – 
a student from a more senior 
year acting as a guide, to support 
their transition to university. 

Professor Sameer Otoom, 
President of RCSI Bahrain, stat-
ed: “The COVID-19 pandemic 
has demonstrated to the world 
that the healthcare sector is a 
founding pillar of society upon 
which rests the general public’s 
health and wellbeing.

“At RCSI Bahrain, we are 
committed to supporting the 
healthcare sector of Bahrain and 
beyond, by educating and train-
ing healthcare professionals to 
international standards. I wish 
our new students an exciting 
and rewarding journey with us 
while their leading careers in 
healthcare await.”

RCSI Bahrain Professor Sameer Otoom RCSI Bahrain Mr Stephen Harrison Mirfield

RCSI Bahrain MCP students RCSI Bahrain MCP Buddies

ICTGC meeting discusses 
BD2.2m government 
procurement requests

TDT | Manama

Procurement requests by 
government entities valued 

at approximately BD2.2 million 
were discussed at the 55th In-
formation and Communica-
tion Technology Governance 
Committee (ICTGC) meeting.

The virtual meeting was 
chaired by Information & 
eGovernment Authority (iGA) 
Chief Executive Mohammed 
Ali Al Qaed.

The meeting included a dis-
cussion on the eWallet, an iGA 
project approved by the Cab-
inet, that aims to introduce 
an electronic wallet as an al-
ternative to cash collection 
for government transaction 
fees, in line with the iGA’s ef-
forts to accelerate the digital 
transformation of government 
services.

The committee also re-
viewed the installation of digi-
tal chips in smart meters at the 

Electricity & Water Authority 
(EWA), which will enable the 
meters to remotely read con-
sumption data in real-time and 
automatically spot any issues 
in the meters and/or discrep-
ancies in consumption. The 
project is part of EWA’s plan to 
install smart meters across the 
Kingdom’s governorates.

The virtual meeting chaired by Al Qaed in progress

KNOW WHAT

They discussed the 
eWallet, an iGA project 
that aims to introduce 
an electronic wallet as 
an alternative to cash 
collection for govern-

ment transaction fees.
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Apple says it will 
manufacture 
iPhone 14 in India

Reuters | New Delhi

Apple Inc (AAPL.O) said 
on Monday it will man-

ufacture its latest iPhone 14 
in India, as the tech giant 
moves some of its produc-
tion away from China.

The company launched 
the flagship iPhone 14 at an 
event earlier this month, 
where it focused on safety 
upgrades rather than flashy 
new technical specifica-
tions, with the exception of 
a new adventure-focused 
watch. 

“The new iPhone 14 line-
up introduces groundbreak-
ing new technologies and 
important safety capabil-
ities. We’re excited to be 
manufacturing iPhone 14 
in India,” Apple said in a 
statement.

Analysts at J.P.Morgan 
expect Apple to move about 
5% of iPhone 14 production 
from late 2022 to India, 
which is the world’s sec-
ond-biggest smartphone 
market after China.

Apple could make one out 
of four iPhones in India by 
2025, JPM analysts said in a 
note last week.

Alba debuts first concrete 
pour for PS5 Block 4 project

TDT | Manama 

Alba’s Chairman of the 
Board of Directors Shai-
kh Daij Bin Salman Bin 

Daij Al Khalifa performed the 
First Concrete Pour for the 
foundation of Power Station 5 
(PS5) Block 4 Project on Mon-
day, thus commencing the early 
works at the Project’s construc-
tion site.

Alba’s Chairman of Board 
Shaikh Daij was joined by Alba’s 
Board member Shaikh Isa bin 
Khalid bin Abdullah Al Khali-
fa, the Chief Executive Officer 
Ali Al Baqali, Chief Power Of-
ficer Amin Sultan, the Company 
Executives and Management 
members as well as represent-
atives from Mitsubishi Power & 
SEPCOIII consortium.  

Shaikh Daij Bin Salman Bin 
Daij Al Khalifa stated: “We are 
pleased to carry out the first 
foundation concrete pour for 
PS5 Block 4 Project, thus debut-
ing the kick-off of construction 
activities and other site works.

This Project -- part of Alba’s 
ambitious decarbonisation in-
itiatives -- is a combined cy-

cle power plant with a hydro-
gen-ready J-series gas turbine 
technology which upon com-

pletion in Q4 2024 will reduce 
Alba’s overall GHG emissions, 
thus setting the benchmark in 

terms of sustainable and effi-
cient Aluminium production 
all the while accelerating the 
Kingdom’s goals to reach Net 
Zero Emissions by 2060.” 

Alba PS5 Block 4 is a 680.9 
megawatts (MW) Combined Cycle 
Power Plant that is an expansion 
of the existing PS5 and includes 

tie into the existing 220kV 
Substation. On completion of this 
Project, the nameplate capacity 
of PS5 will increase from 1.8 GW 
to more than 2.4 GW.  Mitsubishi 

Power & SEPCOIII consortium 
will be responsible to design, 

engineer, procure, construct and 
commission Block 4; the Project’s 

commercial operations are 
expected to begin in Q4 2024.

KNOW

BETTER

Shaikh Daij performs the First Concrete Pour for the foundation of Power Station 5 (PS5) Block 4 Project

Alba top officials and staff during a group photo opportunity

LuLuFin MD Adeeb Ahamed 
gets long-term visa in Oman

TDT | Manama

Adeeb Ahamed, Managing 
Director of Lulu Financial 

Holdings, has been granted 
Oman’s long-term residency 
card for expat investors.

Adeeb Ahamed received the 
investor residency card from 
Qais Mohammed Moosa Al 
Yousef, Minister of Commerce, 
Industry & Investment Promo-
tion, Government of Oman. 

“I am humbled and delight-

ed to receive this honour to-
day. I thank His Majesty Sul-
tan Haitham bin Tariq Al Said, 
the government and people of 
Oman, for bestowing this rec-
ognition on me,” Adeeb said, 
after receiving his residency 
card, adding, “Oman is blessed 
with a robust economy, and it 
has been a privilege to invest in 
its growth.”

Launched in late 2021, the 
Investor Residency Visa is part 
of the country’s economic re-
covery plan to attract global 

talent and boost investment in 
Oman, in line with the Oman 
Vision 2040. 

Adeeb is a prominent entre-
preneur whose investments 
have immensely contributed to 
the sultanate’s financial servic-
es and cross-border payments 
sector. Abu Dhabi-based LuLu 
Financial Holdings - which has 
a presence in 11 countries glob-
ally, operates a slew of LuLu 
Exchange branches apart from 
digital payment solutions, in 
Oman.

Adeeb Ahamed received the investor residency card from Qais Mohammed Moosa Al Yousef, Minister of Commerce, 
Industry & Investment Pro

Twitter to interview 
Elon Musk, known 
for combative 
testimony
Reuters | Wilmington, Del.

Billionaire Elon Musk’s 
tendency to dish out 

insults while being ques-
tioned under oath will be 
tested anew yesterday, 
when lawyers for Twitter 
Inc (TWTR.N) are due to in-
terview the Tesla Inc (TS-
LA.O) CEO about his abrupt 
decision in July to ditch his 
$44 billion deal for the so-
cial media company.

Testifying in past legal 
battles, the world’s richest 
person has called opposing 
attorneys “reprehensible,” 
questioned their happiness 
and accused them of “ex-
tortion.” He asked one at-
torney if he was working on 
a contingency because the 
lawyer’s client was alleged-
ly behind on child support 
payments.

“So probably you’re on a 
contingency or you’re tak-
ing that kid’s money. Which 
is it?” Musk said to a lawyer 
for a whistleblower in a case 
against Tesla, according to a 
transcript of the 2020 dep-
osition. The high-stakes 
Twitter interview is closed 
to the public and scheduled 
to begin Monday and run 
into Wednesday, if needed, 
according to court records.

In a 2019 deposition in 
litigation over Tesla’s take-
over of solar-panel maker 
SolarCity, Musk refused five 
times to answer one of the 
initial questions because of 
the way it was worded, the 
transcript shows.

Group of countries to 
push EU for gas price cap
Reuters | Brussels 

A group of European Union 
countries want to push 

Brussels to produce plans this 
week for a bloc-wide cap on 
the price of gas, according to 
a draft letter seen by Reuters.

The EU proposed a pack-
age of emergency measures 
to tackle soaring energy pric-
es earlier this month, but has 
steered clear of a gas price 
cap, an idea which has split 
the bloc’s 27 member states.

Countries in favour plan to 
step up pressure on Brussels, 
with a letter asking the Eu-
ropean Commission to make 
proposals on a gas price cap 
for discussion at a meeting of 
EU energy ministers on Friday, 
followed by a legislative pro-
posal as soon as possible.

“We acknowledge the ef-
forts made by the Commis-
sion and the measures it has 

put forward to face the crisis. 
But we have yet to tackle the 
most serious problem of all: 
the wholesale price of natural 
gas,” said a draft of the letter, 
seen by Reuters.

EU officials said around 10 
countries are considering sign-
ing the letter, with Belgium, 
Italy, Poland, Malta and Greece 
among them.

Addressed to EU energy 
commissioner Kadri Simson, 
the draft letter called for a 
price cap on all wholesale gas 
transactions. Diplomats were 
negotiating over the letter on 
Monday, and its contents could 
still change.

The draft said capping gas 
prices would help countries 
rein “untenable inflationary 
pressures” hitting households 
and businesses, and could be 
designed in a way that ensures 
security of supply.

A wind gauge flutters over the landfall facility of the Baltic Sea gas pipeline 
Nord Stream 1 in Lubmin, Germany
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national ban on abortion 
that would put criminal 
penalties on doctors.  
This November, if Re-
publicans win control, 
they will vote for a na-
tionwide ban on abor-
tion. But if you give me 
two more Democrats in 
the Senate, I will codify 
Roe.
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620,405,933

6,540,798

600,621,637

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+159,867

+398

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 515,645 24,613 48,850

Saudi 
Arabia

816,000 +161 9,344 +2 +115 3,406

UAE 1,025,910 +342 2,344 +1 +323 18,300

Kuwait 658,520 2,563 641

Oman 397,993 4,260 9,064

Qatar 447,133 682 6,051

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 97,905,915 1,081,715

2 India 44,572,243 528,530

3 France 35,157,046 154,887

4 Brazil 34,674,422 685,860

5 Germany 32,952,050 149,458

6 S. Korea 24,634,296 28,246

7 UK 23,621,952 189,919

8 Italy 22,313,612 176,912

9 Japan 21,067,544 44,375

10 Russia 20,833,109 386,842

11 Turkey 16,873,793 101,139

12 Spain 13,403,502 114,009

13 Vietnam 11,473,733 43,146

14 Australia 10,204,195 14,928
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News in brief 
 u The head of the Russian 
Orthodox Church has said that Russian 
soldiers who die in the war against 
Ukraine will be cleansed of all their 
sins, days after President Vladimir 
Putin ordered the country’s first 
mobilisation since World War Two. 
Patriarch Kirill is a key Putin ally 
and backer of the invasion. He has 
previously criticised those who oppose the 
war and called on Russians to rally round 
the Kremlin. “Many are dying on the fields 
of internecine warfare,” Kirill, 75, said in his 
first Sunday address since the mobilisation 
order. “The Church prays that this battle 
will end as soon as possible, so that as few 
brothers as possible will kill each other in this fratricidal war.”

u A Kazakh court yesterday sentenced a nephew of former president 
Nursultan Nazarbayev to six years in prison for embezzlement, the first verdict 
against a close relative of the once powerful leader of the oil-rich Central Asian 
nation. The court found businessman Kairat Satybaldy guilty of embezzling money 
from state-owned companies. Nazarbayev resigned as president in 2019 after 

ruling the ex-
Soviet nation for 
three decades, 
and endorsed 
Kassym-Jomart 
Tokayev as 
his successor. 

The former president, however, retained sweeping powers as the head of the 
country’s security council. Tokayev and Nazarbayev fell out in January when 
street protests over fuel price hikes escalated into the deadliest bout of political 
violence in the country’s since it gained independence in 1991.

u The leaders 
of Italy’s opposition 
parties yesterday 
blamed their defeat 
on a lack of unity and 
on voters choosing a 
path of populism, after 
Giorgia Meloni’s rightist bloc overwhelmingly won the national election. Near 
final results showed the conservative alliance, which includes Meloni’s Brothers 
of Italy, Matteo Salvini’s League and Silvio Berlusconi’s Forza Italia, on course 
for a solid majority in both houses of parliament. Centre-left and centrist parties, 
who fought the election on their own after a series of bust ups, collectively won 
more votes than the right, but an electoral law that awards a third of seats on a 
first-past-the-post system favours broad alliances. Enrico Letta, the head of the 
opposition Democratic Party (PD), announced he would stand down.

u Iran accused the United States yesterday of using unrest triggered by the 
death of a woman in police custody to try to destabilise the country, and warned it 

would not go unanswered, as the biggest protests since 
2019 showed no signs of abating. ran has cracked down 
on nationwide demonstrations sparked by the death 
of 22-year-old Kurdish woman Mahsa Amini after she 
was detained by morality police enforcing the Islamic 
Republic’s strict restrictions on women’s dress.

Kazakh ex-leader’s 
nephew sentenced 
to 6 years for 
embezzlement

Italy’s 
opposition blame 
disunity and 
populism for defeat

Iran accuses 
US of trying 
to use unrest 
to undermine 

country

Orthodox Church 
leader says Russian 
soldiers dying in 
Ukraine will be 

cleansed of sin

Ukraine, bolstered by sophisticated West-
ern weapons, has recaptured swathes of 

territory over the past month, prompting 
Putin last week to order Russia’s first mili-
tary mobilisation since World War Two to 

enlist 300,000 additional troops.
KNOW WHAT

Kremlin in ‘sporadic’ contact with US after Washington warning
• US warns Russia 
against using nuclear 
weapons in Ukraine

• Fourth day of 
voting in referendums 
on joining Russia

• Ballot boxes taken 
door to door, says Ukraine

• Heavy fighting 
continues along frontline

• Russians protest 
against military draft

Reuters | Kyiv

The Kremlin said yester-
day it was in “sporadic” 
contact with the United 

States on nuclear issues, a day 
after Washington warned of 

“catastrophic consequences” if 
Moscow used nuclear weapons to 
protect Ukrainian regions it looks 

set to annex.
Citizens in four regions of 

Ukraine were voting for a fourth 

day on Monday in Moscow-or-
ganised referendums on joining 
Russia, a plan Kyiv and the West 

have branded a sham. They say 
the outcomes are pre-determined 
and they will not recognise the 
results.

But by incorporating the four 
regions - Luhansk and Donetsk 
in the east and Zaporizhzhia and 
Kherson in the south - Moscow 
could portray Ukraine’s efforts to 
retake them as attacks on Russia 
itself.

President Vladimir Putin said 
last week Moscow was ready 
to use nuclear weapons to de-
fend any of its territory as he an-
nounced a mobilisation drive that 
threatens to significantly escalate 
the seven-month-old conflict in 
Ukraine.

US National Security Adviser 
Jake Sullivan said on Sunday the 
United States would respond “de-
cisively” to any Russian use of 
nuclear weapons against Ukraine, 
without elaborating. He said 
Washington had privately told 
Moscow “exactly what that would 
mean”.

Asked on Monday about Sulli-

van’s comments, Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov said: “There 
are channels for dialogue at the 
proper level, but they are of a 
very sporadic nature. At least they 
allow for the exchange of some 
emergency messages about each 
other’s positions.”

DOOR-TO-DOOR VOTING
The exiled mayor of Rus-

sian-controlled Melitopol in the 
Zaporizhzhia region condemned 
the referendums - which are due 
to end on Tuesday - as “a fake and 
a farce”.

“The voting takes place in front 
of assault rifles, men with weap-
ons... People are grabbed right on 
the street and are forced to vote 

not only for themselves but for 
their whole families,” he said via 
videolink from an undisclosed 
location.

Fedorov also accused Russia of 
forcibly enlisting Ukrainian men 
in occupied areas into its armed 
forces.

PROTESTS
Kremlin spokesman Peskov 

said on Monday Russia had tak-
en no decisions on closing its 
borders, amid an exodus of mil-
itary-age men since Putin’s an-
nouncement, which aims to enlist 
some 300,000 reservists.

Almost 17,000 Russians crossed 
the border into Finland over the 
weekend, Finnish authorities 

said, while Russian state 
media said the estimated 
wait to enter Georgia hit 
48 hours at one point 
on Sunday, with more 
than 3,000 vehicles 
queuing.

More than 2,000 
people have been 
detained across 
Russia for protests 
at the draft, says in-
dependent monitor-
ing group OVD-Info. 
With criticism of 
the conflict banned, 
the demonstrations 
were among the 
first signs of dis-
content since 
the war be-
gan.

Local residents wait before receiving ballots from members of an electoral commission and casting their votes into a mobile 
ballot box on the third day of a referendum

Swastika-wearing gunman 
kills 13 at Russian school

Reuters | Moscow

A gunman with a swastika on 
his teeshirt killed 13 peo-

ple, including seven children, 
and wounded more than 20 at 
a school in Russia on Monday 
before committing suicide, in-
vestigators said.

Russia’s Investigative Com-
mittee, which handles major 
crimes, said it was looking 
into the attacker’s suspected 
neo-Nazi links. It named him as 
Artem Kazantsev, a man in his 
early thirties, and said he was a 
graduate of the school.

“Currently investigators ... 
are conducting a search of his 
residence and studying the 
personality of the attacker, his 
views and surrounding milieu,” 
the committee said in a state-
ment. “Checks are being made 
into his adherence to neo-fas-

cist views and Nazi ideolo-
gy.” Investigators released 
a short video showing the 
man’s body lying on the floor 
of a classroom with overturned 
furniture and papers strewn on 
the bloodstained floor. He was 
dressed all in black, with a red 
swastika in a circle drawn on 
his teeshirt.

The committee said the six 
adult victims included teachers 
and security guards. It said 21 
people, including 14 children, 
were wounded.

Tass news agency quoted in-
vestigators as saying the attack-
er was armed with two pistols 
and a large supply of ammu-
nition.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said President Vladimir 
Putin “deeply mourns” the 
deaths. He described the in-
cident as “a terrorist act by a 

person who apparently belongs 
to a neo-fascist organisation or 
group”.

He said doctors, psycholo-
gists and neurosurgeons had 
been sent on Putin’s orders to 
the location of the shooting in 
Izhevsk, about 970 km (600 
miles) east of Moscow.

Russia has seen several school 
shootings in recent years.

In May 2021, a teenage gun-
man killed seven children and 
two adults in the city of Ka-
zan. In April 2022, an armed 
man killed two children and a 
teacher at a kindergarten in the 
central Ulyanovsk region before 
committing suicide.

Police officers secure the area near a school after a gunman opened fire 
there, in Izhevsk, Russia

Police officers secure the area near 
a school after a gunman opened fire 
there, in Izhevsk, Russia

India's Congress party likely to get first non-Gandhi chief in 25 years
Reuters | New Delhi

India's main opposition Con-
gress party is likely to elect a 

new party president from outside 
the Nehru-Gandhi dynasty for the 
first time in nearly 25 years.

Formed 137 years ago during 
India's struggle for independ-
ence from Britain, Congress was 
thumped by Modi's Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) in the last two 
general elections.

Many senior Congress leaders 
have quit to form their own party 

or to join the BJP, blaming the 
weak Congress leadership of Ra-
hul Gandhi, the son of ailing party 
president Sonia Gandhi, who took 
charge temporarily in 2019.

The party has ruled the country 
for much of India's independent 
history, mostly led by a member 
of the Gandhi family.

Around 9,000 party delegates 
will vote for a new president. 
Gandhi family loyalist Ashok Ge-
hlot, the chief minister of Rajast-
han state, and Shashi Tharoor, a 
lawmaker from the southern state 

of Kerala and a former top UN of-
ficial, could file nominations this 
week, party sources said.

"The election authority of the 
party started the election process 
on Sept. 22 for which polling will 
happen on Oct. 17 if there is more 
than one candidate," said Pranav 
Jha, secretary at the Congress's 
Election Authority.

The party has unanimously 
elected a president for a term of 
five years, except in 1937, 1950, 
1997 and 2000, when elections 
were held as there was more than 

one candidate, Jha said.
Sonia Gandhi, the widow of for-

mer Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, 
led the party uninterrupted for 
nearly two decades until 2017.

Rahul Gandhi, who took over 
from her but resigned in 2019 
following the drubbing by Modi's 
party, has declined to stand in the 
party election.

He is currently leading the 
party's five-month-long protest 
march against rising prices and 
what it calls Modi's divisive pol-
itics.

A supporter waves a flag of India’s main opposition Congress party at a massive 
rally organised by the party against inflation, at Ramlila Ground, in New Delhi, India

NASA’s asteroid-deflecting DART spacecraft 
nears planned impact with its target
Reuters 

Ten months after launch, 
NASA’s asteroid-deflecting 
DART spacecraft neared a 

planned impact with its target 
yesterday in a test of the world’s 
first planetary defense system, 
designed to prevent a doomsday 
collision with Earth.

The cube-shaped “impactor” 
vehicle, roughly the size of a 
vending machine with two rec-
tangular solar arrays, was on 
course to fly into the asteroid Di-
morphos, about as large as a foot-
ball stadium, and self-destruct 
around 7 pm EDT (2300 GMT) 
some 6.8 million miles (11 million 
km) from Earth.

The mission’s finale will test 
the ability of a spacecraft to al-
ter an asteroid’s trajectory with 
sheer kinetic force, plowing into 
the object at high speed to nudge 
it astray just enough to keep our 
planet out of harm’s way.

It marks the world’s first at-
tempt to change the motion of 
an asteroid, or any celestial body.

DART, launched by a SpaceX 

rocket in November 2021, has 
made most of its voyage under 
the guidance of NASA’s flight di-
rectors, with control to be handed 
over to an autonomous on-board 
navigation system in the final 
hours of the journey.

Monday evening’s planned im-
pact is to be monitored in real 
time from the mission operations 
center at the Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity Applied Physics Laborato-
ry (APL) in Laurel, Maryland.

DART’s celestial target is an as-

teroid “moonlet” about 560 feet 
(170 meters) in diameter that or-
bits a parent asteroid five times 
larger called Didymos as part of a 
binary pair with the same name, 
the Greek word for twin.

Neither object presents any ac-

tual threat to Earth, and NASA sci-
entists said their DART test cannot 
create a new existential hazard 
by mistake.

Dimorphos and Didymos are 
both tiny compared with the 
cataclysmic Chicxulub asteroid 
that struck Earth some 66 mil-
lion years ago, wiping out about 
three-quarters of the world’s 
plant and animal species includ-
ing the dinosaurs.

Smaller asteroids are far more 
common and pose a greater the-
oretical concern in the near term, 
making the Didymos pair suit-
able test subjects for their size, 
according to NASA scientists and 
planetary defense experts.

Also, their relative proximity to 
Earth and dual-asteroid config-
uration make them ideal for the 
first proof-of-concept mission of 
DART, short for Double Asteroid 
Redirection Test.

ROBOTIC SUICIDE MISSION
The mission represents a rare 

instance in which a NASA space-
craft must ultimately crash to 
succeed.

The plan is for DART to fly di-
rectly into Dimorphos at 15,000 
miles per hour (24,000 kph), 
bumping it hard enough to shift 
its orbital track closer to its larger 
companion asteroid.

Cameras on the impactor and 
on a briefcase-sized mini-space-
craft released from DART days in 
advance are designed to record 
the collision and send images 
back to Earth.

DART’s own camera is expected 
to return pictures at the rate of 
one image per second during its 
final approach, with those im-
ages streaming live on NASA TV 
starting an hour before impact, 
according to APL.

The DART team said it expects 
to shorten the orbital track of 
Dimorphos by 10 minutes but 
would consider at least 73 sec-
onds a success, proving the ex-
ercise as a viable technique to 
deflect an asteroid on a collision 
course with Earth - if one were 
ever discovered. A small nudge 
to an asteroid millions of miles 
away could be sufficient to safely 
reroute it away from the planet.

NASA’s Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART) spacecraft prior to impact at the Didymos binary asteroid system showed in 
this undated illustration handout.
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620,405,933

6,540,798

600,621,637

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+159,867

+398

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 515,645 24,613 48,850

Saudi 
Arabia

816,000 +161 9,344 +2 +115 3,406

UAE 1,025,910 +342 2,344 +1 +323 18,300

Kuwait 658,520 2,563 641

Oman 397,993 4,260 9,064

Qatar 447,133 682 6,051

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 97,905,915 1,081,715

2 India 44,572,243 528,530

3 France 35,157,046 154,887

4 Brazil 34,674,422 685,860

5 Germany 32,952,050 149,458

6 S. Korea 24,634,296 28,246

7 UK 23,621,952 189,919

8 Italy 22,313,612 176,912

9 Japan 21,067,544 44,375

10 Russia 20,833,109 386,842

11 Turkey 16,873,793 101,139

12 Spain 13,403,502 114,009

13 Vietnam 11,473,733 43,146

14 Australia 10,204,195 14,928
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News in brief 
 u The head of the Russian 
Orthodox Church has said that Russian 
soldiers who die in the war against 
Ukraine will be cleansed of all their 
sins, days after President Vladimir 
Putin ordered the country’s first 
mobilisation since World War Two. 
Patriarch Kirill is a key Putin ally 
and backer of the invasion. He has 
previously criticised those who oppose the 
war and called on Russians to rally round 
the Kremlin. “Many are dying on the fields 
of internecine warfare,” Kirill, 75, said in his 
first Sunday address since the mobilisation 
order. “The Church prays that this battle 
will end as soon as possible, so that as few 
brothers as possible will kill each other in this fratricidal war.”

u A Kazakh court yesterday sentenced a nephew of former president 
Nursultan Nazarbayev to six years in prison for embezzlement, the first verdict 
against a close relative of the once powerful leader of the oil-rich Central Asian 
nation. The court found businessman Kairat Satybaldy guilty of embezzling money 
from state-owned companies. Nazarbayev resigned as president in 2019 after 

ruling the ex-
Soviet nation for 
three decades, 
and endorsed 
Kassym-Jomart 
Tokayev as 
his successor. 

The former president, however, retained sweeping powers as the head of the 
country’s security council. Tokayev and Nazarbayev fell out in January when 
street protests over fuel price hikes escalated into the deadliest bout of political 
violence in the country’s since it gained independence in 1991.

u The leaders 
of Italy’s opposition 
parties yesterday 
blamed their defeat 
on a lack of unity and 
on voters choosing a 
path of populism, after 
Giorgia Meloni’s rightist bloc overwhelmingly won the national election. Near 
final results showed the conservative alliance, which includes Meloni’s Brothers 
of Italy, Matteo Salvini’s League and Silvio Berlusconi’s Forza Italia, on course 
for a solid majority in both houses of parliament. Centre-left and centrist parties, 
who fought the election on their own after a series of bust ups, collectively won 
more votes than the right, but an electoral law that awards a third of seats on a 
first-past-the-post system favours broad alliances. Enrico Letta, the head of the 
opposition Democratic Party (PD), announced he would stand down.

u Iran accused the United States yesterday of using unrest triggered by the 
death of a woman in police custody to try to destabilise the country, and warned it 

would not go unanswered, as the biggest protests since 
2019 showed no signs of abating. ran has cracked down 
on nationwide demonstrations sparked by the death 
of 22-year-old Kurdish woman Mahsa Amini after she 
was detained by morality police enforcing the Islamic 
Republic’s strict restrictions on women’s dress.

Kazakh ex-leader’s 
nephew sentenced 
to 6 years for 
embezzlement

Italy’s 
opposition blame 
disunity and 
populism for defeat

Iran accuses 
US of trying 
to use unrest 
to undermine 

country

Orthodox Church 
leader says Russian 
soldiers dying in 
Ukraine will be 

cleansed of sin

Ukraine, bolstered by sophisticated West-
ern weapons, has recaptured swathes of 

territory over the past month, prompting 
Putin last week to order Russia’s first mili-
tary mobilisation since World War Two to 

enlist 300,000 additional troops.
KNOW WHAT

Kremlin in ‘sporadic’ contact with US after Washington warning
• US warns Russia 
against using nuclear 
weapons in Ukraine

• Fourth day of 
voting in referendums 
on joining Russia

• Ballot boxes taken 
door to door, says Ukraine

• Heavy fighting 
continues along frontline

• Russians protest 
against military draft

Reuters | Kyiv

The Kremlin said yester-
day it was in “sporadic” 
contact with the United 

States on nuclear issues, a day 
after Washington warned of 

“catastrophic consequences” if 
Moscow used nuclear weapons to 
protect Ukrainian regions it looks 

set to annex.
Citizens in four regions of 

Ukraine were voting for a fourth 

day on Monday in Moscow-or-
ganised referendums on joining 
Russia, a plan Kyiv and the West 

have branded a sham. They say 
the outcomes are pre-determined 
and they will not recognise the 
results.

But by incorporating the four 
regions - Luhansk and Donetsk 
in the east and Zaporizhzhia and 
Kherson in the south - Moscow 
could portray Ukraine’s efforts to 
retake them as attacks on Russia 
itself.

President Vladimir Putin said 
last week Moscow was ready 
to use nuclear weapons to de-
fend any of its territory as he an-
nounced a mobilisation drive that 
threatens to significantly escalate 
the seven-month-old conflict in 
Ukraine.

US National Security Adviser 
Jake Sullivan said on Sunday the 
United States would respond “de-
cisively” to any Russian use of 
nuclear weapons against Ukraine, 
without elaborating. He said 
Washington had privately told 
Moscow “exactly what that would 
mean”.

Asked on Monday about Sulli-

van’s comments, Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov said: “There 
are channels for dialogue at the 
proper level, but they are of a 
very sporadic nature. At least they 
allow for the exchange of some 
emergency messages about each 
other’s positions.”

DOOR-TO-DOOR VOTING
The exiled mayor of Rus-

sian-controlled Melitopol in the 
Zaporizhzhia region condemned 
the referendums - which are due 
to end on Tuesday - as “a fake and 
a farce”.

“The voting takes place in front 
of assault rifles, men with weap-
ons... People are grabbed right on 
the street and are forced to vote 

not only for themselves but for 
their whole families,” he said via 
videolink from an undisclosed 
location.

Fedorov also accused Russia of 
forcibly enlisting Ukrainian men 
in occupied areas into its armed 
forces.

PROTESTS
Kremlin spokesman Peskov 

said on Monday Russia had tak-
en no decisions on closing its 
borders, amid an exodus of mil-
itary-age men since Putin’s an-
nouncement, which aims to enlist 
some 300,000 reservists.

Almost 17,000 Russians crossed 
the border into Finland over the 
weekend, Finnish authorities 

said, while Russian state 
media said the estimated 
wait to enter Georgia hit 
48 hours at one point 
on Sunday, with more 
than 3,000 vehicles 
queuing.

More than 2,000 
people have been 
detained across 
Russia for protests 
at the draft, says in-
dependent monitor-
ing group OVD-Info. 
With criticism of 
the conflict banned, 
the demonstrations 
were among the 
first signs of dis-
content since 
the war be-
gan.

Local residents wait before receiving ballots from members of an electoral commission and casting their votes into a mobile 
ballot box on the third day of a referendum

Swastika-wearing gunman 
kills 13 at Russian school

Reuters | Moscow

A gunman with a swastika on 
his teeshirt killed 13 peo-

ple, including seven children, 
and wounded more than 20 at 
a school in Russia on Monday 
before committing suicide, in-
vestigators said.

Russia’s Investigative Com-
mittee, which handles major 
crimes, said it was looking 
into the attacker’s suspected 
neo-Nazi links. It named him as 
Artem Kazantsev, a man in his 
early thirties, and said he was a 
graduate of the school.

“Currently investigators ... 
are conducting a search of his 
residence and studying the 
personality of the attacker, his 
views and surrounding milieu,” 
the committee said in a state-
ment. “Checks are being made 
into his adherence to neo-fas-

cist views and Nazi ideolo-
gy.” Investigators released 
a short video showing the 
man’s body lying on the floor 
of a classroom with overturned 
furniture and papers strewn on 
the bloodstained floor. He was 
dressed all in black, with a red 
swastika in a circle drawn on 
his teeshirt.

The committee said the six 
adult victims included teachers 
and security guards. It said 21 
people, including 14 children, 
were wounded.

Tass news agency quoted in-
vestigators as saying the attack-
er was armed with two pistols 
and a large supply of ammu-
nition.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said President Vladimir 
Putin “deeply mourns” the 
deaths. He described the in-
cident as “a terrorist act by a 

person who apparently belongs 
to a neo-fascist organisation or 
group”.

He said doctors, psycholo-
gists and neurosurgeons had 
been sent on Putin’s orders to 
the location of the shooting in 
Izhevsk, about 970 km (600 
miles) east of Moscow.

Russia has seen several school 
shootings in recent years.

In May 2021, a teenage gun-
man killed seven children and 
two adults in the city of Ka-
zan. In April 2022, an armed 
man killed two children and a 
teacher at a kindergarten in the 
central Ulyanovsk region before 
committing suicide.

Police officers secure the area near a school after a gunman opened fire 
there, in Izhevsk, Russia

Police officers secure the area near 
a school after a gunman opened fire 
there, in Izhevsk, Russia

India's Congress party likely to get first non-Gandhi chief in 25 years
Reuters | New Delhi

India's main opposition Con-
gress party is likely to elect a 

new party president from outside 
the Nehru-Gandhi dynasty for the 
first time in nearly 25 years.

Formed 137 years ago during 
India's struggle for independ-
ence from Britain, Congress was 
thumped by Modi's Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) in the last two 
general elections.

Many senior Congress leaders 
have quit to form their own party 

or to join the BJP, blaming the 
weak Congress leadership of Ra-
hul Gandhi, the son of ailing party 
president Sonia Gandhi, who took 
charge temporarily in 2019.

The party has ruled the country 
for much of India's independent 
history, mostly led by a member 
of the Gandhi family.

Around 9,000 party delegates 
will vote for a new president. 
Gandhi family loyalist Ashok Ge-
hlot, the chief minister of Rajast-
han state, and Shashi Tharoor, a 
lawmaker from the southern state 

of Kerala and a former top UN of-
ficial, could file nominations this 
week, party sources said.

"The election authority of the 
party started the election process 
on Sept. 22 for which polling will 
happen on Oct. 17 if there is more 
than one candidate," said Pranav 
Jha, secretary at the Congress's 
Election Authority.

The party has unanimously 
elected a president for a term of 
five years, except in 1937, 1950, 
1997 and 2000, when elections 
were held as there was more than 

one candidate, Jha said.
Sonia Gandhi, the widow of for-

mer Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, 
led the party uninterrupted for 
nearly two decades until 2017.

Rahul Gandhi, who took over 
from her but resigned in 2019 
following the drubbing by Modi's 
party, has declined to stand in the 
party election.

He is currently leading the 
party's five-month-long protest 
march against rising prices and 
what it calls Modi's divisive pol-
itics.

A supporter waves a flag of India’s main opposition Congress party at a massive 
rally organised by the party against inflation, at Ramlila Ground, in New Delhi, India

NASA’s asteroid-deflecting DART spacecraft 
nears planned impact with its target
Reuters 

Ten months after launch, 
NASA’s asteroid-deflecting 
DART spacecraft neared a 

planned impact with its target 
yesterday in a test of the world’s 
first planetary defense system, 
designed to prevent a doomsday 
collision with Earth.

The cube-shaped “impactor” 
vehicle, roughly the size of a 
vending machine with two rec-
tangular solar arrays, was on 
course to fly into the asteroid Di-
morphos, about as large as a foot-
ball stadium, and self-destruct 
around 7 pm EDT (2300 GMT) 
some 6.8 million miles (11 million 
km) from Earth.

The mission’s finale will test 
the ability of a spacecraft to al-
ter an asteroid’s trajectory with 
sheer kinetic force, plowing into 
the object at high speed to nudge 
it astray just enough to keep our 
planet out of harm’s way.

It marks the world’s first at-
tempt to change the motion of 
an asteroid, or any celestial body.

DART, launched by a SpaceX 

rocket in November 2021, has 
made most of its voyage under 
the guidance of NASA’s flight di-
rectors, with control to be handed 
over to an autonomous on-board 
navigation system in the final 
hours of the journey.

Monday evening’s planned im-
pact is to be monitored in real 
time from the mission operations 
center at the Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity Applied Physics Laborato-
ry (APL) in Laurel, Maryland.

DART’s celestial target is an as-

teroid “moonlet” about 560 feet 
(170 meters) in diameter that or-
bits a parent asteroid five times 
larger called Didymos as part of a 
binary pair with the same name, 
the Greek word for twin.

Neither object presents any ac-

tual threat to Earth, and NASA sci-
entists said their DART test cannot 
create a new existential hazard 
by mistake.

Dimorphos and Didymos are 
both tiny compared with the 
cataclysmic Chicxulub asteroid 
that struck Earth some 66 mil-
lion years ago, wiping out about 
three-quarters of the world’s 
plant and animal species includ-
ing the dinosaurs.

Smaller asteroids are far more 
common and pose a greater the-
oretical concern in the near term, 
making the Didymos pair suit-
able test subjects for their size, 
according to NASA scientists and 
planetary defense experts.

Also, their relative proximity to 
Earth and dual-asteroid config-
uration make them ideal for the 
first proof-of-concept mission of 
DART, short for Double Asteroid 
Redirection Test.

ROBOTIC SUICIDE MISSION
The mission represents a rare 

instance in which a NASA space-
craft must ultimately crash to 
succeed.

The plan is for DART to fly di-
rectly into Dimorphos at 15,000 
miles per hour (24,000 kph), 
bumping it hard enough to shift 
its orbital track closer to its larger 
companion asteroid.

Cameras on the impactor and 
on a briefcase-sized mini-space-
craft released from DART days in 
advance are designed to record 
the collision and send images 
back to Earth.

DART’s own camera is expected 
to return pictures at the rate of 
one image per second during its 
final approach, with those im-
ages streaming live on NASA TV 
starting an hour before impact, 
according to APL.

The DART team said it expects 
to shorten the orbital track of 
Dimorphos by 10 minutes but 
would consider at least 73 sec-
onds a success, proving the ex-
ercise as a viable technique to 
deflect an asteroid on a collision 
course with Earth - if one were 
ever discovered. A small nudge 
to an asteroid millions of miles 
away could be sufficient to safely 
reroute it away from the planet.

NASA’s Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART) spacecraft prior to impact at the Didymos binary asteroid system showed in 
this undated illustration handout.
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Early parachutes were made of silk. 
The most common fabric today 

is nylon. A parachute’s canopy is 
typically dome-shaped, but some 
are rectangles, inverted domes, 

and other shapes. The oldest 
modern parachute was designed in 

the 1470s in Renaissance Italy to 
help people escape from burning 

buildings.

KNOW

BETTER

REQUIRED DELIVERY BOY
Candidate should have Car and Motorbike driving license. Please send your 
CV to:  hr@updatewll.com or WhatsApp  33645011

FEMALE DOMESTIC CLEANER WANTED
Looking for a female domestic cleaner, helper who can assist in taking care 
of small pets. BD 200 salary + visa + accommodation provided. If interested 
TEXT OR CALL WHATSAPP NUMBER 36340059

C L A S S I F I E D S

HONG KONG GARDEN RESTAURANT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39692001 or 
OLIREMI@BATELCO.COM.BH
EXPERTISE HOSPITALITY 
MANAGEMENT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER/
BARTENDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36955566 or 
unni@expertisebahrain.com
ZAWIT AL-HIDD MART has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36924448 or ELTAF.BUALI@GMAIL.
COM
CHARCOAL GOURMET BURGER 
SNACK W L L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FOOD SERVICE 
WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36020031 or 
GOURMETBURGERBAH@GMAIL.COM
BALJIT SERVICES AND AC 
REPAIRING W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35101234 
or SINGH72045@GMAIL.COM
Golden Marine Services Co. W.l.l 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17813381 or TUFAIL@
TECHNOGROUP.CO
BLANC SPECIALTY COFFEE W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COFFEE SERVER, suitably qualified 

applicants can contact 36996636 or 
EMPIRE.RENTACAR@GMAIL.COM
Eastern Asphalt & Mixed Concrete Co. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17252078 or S.RADHI@
EAMCO.BH
ALADLIYA CONTRACTING 
ESTABLISHMENT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39602882 or ALSIDDIQI@
ADLIYAGROUPBH.COM
EAST ARAB CONTRACTING 
ESTABLISHMENT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of PLUMBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17713731 
or EASTARABCON@GMAIL.COM
ALSABAH ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of TECHNICIAN(MAINTENANCE), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17786599 or alsabah.airconditioning@
gmail.com
MODERN MECHANICAL ELECTRICAL 
& TRANSPORT CO W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TYRES 
REPAIRMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17708888 or lmra@
mmetc.com
AHMAD ALI TRADING EST has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39711774 or AHMEDALIFIRE@GMAIL.COM
ERA CONSTRUCTION WLL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17500331 or ERAPROJECTS@

BATELCO.COM.BH
SYME MECHANICAL CONTRACTING 
W.l.l has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ERECTOR-STEEL-(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17456311 or SYMEASHOK@GMAIL.COM
HUAWEI TECHNOLOGIES BAHRAIN 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MANAGER (PROJECT), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33993977 or 
MOHAMMED.ALDERAZI@HUAWEI.COM
BALA CONTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33802366 
or club88bah@yahoo.com
ALMIQAT MARKET Co W.l.l has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39857850 or ALMIQATMARKETWLL@
GMAIL.COM
Bright Future Contracting has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33174675 
or ISHAQ.DISPATCHGLOBAL@GMAIL.COM
URBASER BAHRAIN CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17534342 or sajilnath@urbaser.com
KR CONTRACTING COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33919786 or 
KRCONTRACTINGCO@GMAIL.COM
KRH W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MANAGER (PROJECT), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17421118 or Z.ALNOAIMI@KRHKW.
COM

AL FOUZAN TRADING AND GENERAL 
CONSTRUCTION CO. -BRANCH 
OF FOREIG has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32322748 
or Bahrain.project@alfouzan.com
AL FOUZAN TRADING AND 
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION CO. 
-BRANCH OF FOREIG has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 32322748 or 
Bahrain.project@alfouzan.com
SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TEAM LEADER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17674319 or 
DUAIJMALKHALIFA@ASRY.NET
SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of PIPEFITTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17674319 or 
DUAIJMALKHALIFA@ASRY.NET
SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
STEEL FABRICATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17674319 or 
DUAIJMALKHALIFA@ASRY.NET
SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TEAM LEADER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17674319 or 
DUAIJMALKHALIFA@ASRY.NET
SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
STEEL FABRICATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17674319 or 
DUAIJMALKHALIFA@ASRY.NET

PHP FOR CLEANING & PEST 
CONTROL CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 65004829 
or PRIMEHOMEPROJECTS.BH@
GMAIL.COM
GUJRANWALA CONTRACTING 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
33907097 or SAAMIIR@LIVE.COM
INFORAD TECHNOLOGIES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ADVISOR (INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39693569 or 
waleed.alsaif@inforadtech.com
MAQSOOD SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36341794 or 
MJAWAD5422@GMAIL.COM
P S A 650 SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33119365 or 
AQIBREHMANI786@GMAIL.COM
Suitngs Corner has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17253652 or esscee2002002@yahoo.com
HAKIMUDDIN HEBATULLAH & 
PARTNERS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17253958 or gulamabbas52@hotmail.com
ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C 

CLOSED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17551111 
or VIJESH.NAIR@HAJIHASSAN.COM
BAHRAIN ASPHALT ESTABLISHMENT 
B.S.C CLOSED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17551111 
or VIJESH.NAIR@HAJIHASSAN.COM
A J M KOOHEJI GROUP BSC CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17403304 or 
lmra@AJMKOOHEJI.COM
BAHRAIN WORKSHOP CO. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
SUPERVISOR,FOREMAN(TURNING 
WORKSHOP), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17700798 or 
Khalifa@bwceng.com
S Hotel has a vacancy for the occupation 
of RECEPTIONIST & TRAVEL AGENCY 
CLERK, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17785704 or RADHI.
ALMISHAL@GMAIL.COM
YOUSIF KHALIL ALMOAYYED & SONS 
B.S.C has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17211211 or 
AQEEL@ALMOAYYED.COM.BH
Union Press Company W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17738111 or MD@UNIONGROUP.CC
MUDHISH TRADING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39910399 
or HAKEEMLMRA@YAHOO.COM

VACANCIES AVAILABLE 
CONTINUED
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Vacancies open for :
 Qualified and Competent Reporters
 Press Photographers
 Media Sales Executive
 Circulation Manager
 Accountant

We are on the lookout for firebrand media professionals to join 
our office in Bahrain 

The candidates should have excellent communication skills and 
experience in similar industry, with a valid bahrain driving license. 
Proficiency in Arabic language would be an added advantage.
Candidate may apply immediately to hr@updatewll.com

REQUIRED DELIVERY BOY

HIRING A NANNY

Candidate should have Car and Motorbike driving license. Please send your 
CV to:  hr@updatewll.com or WhatsApp  33645011

C L A S S I F I E D S

REPUTED BAHRAINI family is looking to hire a NANNY, with 
experience in Pedicure /Manicure, at an attractive salary package. Visa and 
accommodation will be provided. Interested candidates may send their 
updated CV’s on recruiterjobs.bh@gmail.com  “

Depositors hold up two Lebanese 
banks to grab their own money
• Lebanese barred 
from their deposits 
during crisis

• Woman storms 
bank to take her 
cash for sick sister

• Another armed man 
arrested after holding 
up another bank

Reuters | Beirut

Two seemingly armed and 
desperate Lebanese de-
positors held up banks 

yesterday to force access to their 
own money, which has been 
blocked during a national finan-
cial meltdown.

One woman with a gun and 
some associates briefly held 
hostages at a branch of BLOM 
Bank (BLOM.BY) in the capital 
Beirut, before leaving with more 
than $13,000 in cash from her 
account, a source from a deposi-
tors’ advocacy group said.

Shortly afterwards, in the 
mountain city of Aley, an armed 
man entered a Bankmed branch 
and retrieved some of his 
trapped savings, before handing 
himself into authorities, the De-
positors Outcry and a security 
source said.

Lebanon’s banks have locked 
most depositors out of their 
savings since an economic cri-

sis took hold three years ago, 
leaving much of the population 
unable to pay for basics.

In a phenomenon illustrating 
the plight, Wednesday’s hold-
ups came after a man last month 
held up another Beirut bank to 
withdraw funds to treat his sick 
father. 

BLOM Bank said a customer 
and accomplices arrived with 
a gun, threatened to set people 
on fire, and forced the branch 
manager and treasurer to bring 
money from a safe.

‘NOTHING MORE TO LOSE’

Before going into hiding, the 
woman, Sali Hafiz, told local 
news channel Al Jadeed TV the 
gun was a toy and that she need-
ed the money for her sister’s 
cancer treatment.

“I have nothing more to lose, 
I got to the end of the road,” she 
said, saying a visit to the bank 
manager two days previously 
had not provided an adequate 
solution.

“I got to a point where I was 
going to sell my kidney so that 

my sister could receive 
treatment.”

BLOM confirmed the 
customer had been in to 
seek her money for her 
sister’s treatment, saying 
she was offered total co-
operation and requested 
to provide documenta-
tion.

“All we have is this 
money in the bank. My 
daughter was forced to 
take this money - it’s her 
right, it’s in her account 
- to treat her sister,” her 
mother Hiam Hafiz told 
local TV.

Authorities did not im-
mediately comment on 
the incidents.

Bankmed did not com-
ment on its branch hold-
up.

Following last month’s 
holdup, which also in-
volved hostages, the 
accused perpetrator 

was arrested but then released 
without charge after the bank 
dropped its lawsuit.

One senior Lebanese banker, 
speaking on condition of an-
onymity, told Reuters it was a 
worrying precedent,

“I think this is an invitation 
for other people to do the same. 
As long as people get away with 
it, they will continue. What a 
failed state,” the banker said.

Banks say they make excep-
tions for humanitarian cases 
including hospital care, but de-
positors say that rarely happens.

Men are seen through a shattered window of a Blom Bank branch, where a security 
source said a group of depositors, at least one of whom is armed, took hostages in 
Beirut, Lebanon

Egypt, Qatar sign agreements to 
boost cooperation during state visit

Reuters | Cairo

Egypt and Qatar signed 
three memoranda of un-

derstanding, including one 
between the two nations’ 
sovereign wealth funds, the 
Egyptian presidency said on 
Wednesday during a two-day 
trip by Abdel Fattah al-Sisi to 

Doha.
Sisi’s trip to Qatar is his first 

since Cairo and Doha restored 
relations last year following a 
regional diplomatic rift. Qatar 
and Egypt have moved quick-
ly to rebuild relations since, 
striking deals worth up to $5 
billion

Qatar’s Emir, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamed al-Thani meets with Egypt’s 
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi in Doha, Qatar

Egyptian court confirms dismissal of lecturer who shared belly dancing clip
Reuters | Cairo

A top Egyptian court has up-
held a decision to expel an 

academic from her university 
job after she published a video 
of herself belly dancing, accord-
ing to court ruling seen by Reu-
ters on Tuesday.

Mona Prince, who was an 

English language lecturer at 
the state-run Suez University, 
posted a video in 2017 on her 
personal Facebook page show-
ing herself belly dancing on a 
terrace in a blue galabeya, or 
traditional long dress.

The post stirred controversy, 
and some students later com-
plained that Prince had under-

mined religious values with the 
content she presented during 
her teaching.

Egypt’s Supreme Adminis-
trative Court said Prince had 
committed violations including 
“deviating from the scientific 
description of the academic cur-
ricula, and spreading ideas that 
contradict heavenly beliefs and 

public order”.
It also said that the posting 

and sharing of the belly danc-
ing clip “degrades the prestige 
of university professors and 
their responsibility to spread  
values”.

The court’s verdict is final 
and bars Prince from working 
in private or public universities.

French authorities on Saturday closed the airport in the southern city of Montpellier after a cargo plane overran the runway and ended up in a lake. Images 
showed the West Atlantic Boeing 737 tilting, with its nose in the lake and body perched on land. The three crew escaped the accident in the early hours of Saturday 
unhurt, local authorities said. The prefecture for the Herault region said the airport would be closed to passenger and cargo planes until a specialised firm could 
take the plane away.

India’s push for 
home-grown 
navigation 
system jolts 
smartphone 
giants

Reuters | New Delhi

India is pushing tech 
giants to make smart-
phones compatible with 

its home-grown navigation 
system within months, wor-
rying the likes of Samsung, 
Xiaomi and Apple who fear 
elevated costs and disrup-
tions as the move requires 
hardware changes, accord-
ing to two industry sources 
and government documents 
seen by Reuters.

In line with Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s drive 
for self-reliance, India has 
over the years expanded the 
use of its regional naviga-
tion satellite system called 
NavIC (Navigation with In-
dian Constellation).

The Indian government 
wants to reduce depend-
ence on foreign systems, 
including the widely used 
U.S. Global Positioning Sys-
tem (GPS), and says NavIC 
provides more accurate do-
mestic navigation and that 
its use would benefit the 
economy.

China, the European Un-
ion, Japan and Russia have 
their own global or regional 
navigation systems to rival 
GPS. Operational since 2018, 
NavIC’s uptake is minimal; 
it is mandated in public ve-
hicle location trackers, for 
example.

But government and in-
dustry documents show 
Modi’s  administration 
and space officials want to 
broaden its use, and have 
this year pushed smart-
phone giants to make hard-
ware changes to support 
NavIC, in addition to GPS, 
in new phones they will sell 
from January 2023.

Skydiving keeps 88-year-old Bosnian in the pink
Reuters | BIHAC, Bosnia

Bo s n i a n  I b r a h i m 
Kalesic is living proof 

that extreme sports are 
not always a young 
man’s game - at the 
age of 88 he keeps 
fit by regularly 
jumping out of 
aeroplanes.

“It ’s an ex-
cellent feeling,” 
Kalesic, who 
was introduced 
to  the  sport 
more than 70 
years ago, said 
after completing 
his 1,487th jump 
during a para-
chuting com-
petition in the 
western town 
of Bihac at the 

weekend.
“I feel super, rested psy-

chologically and enjoying 
great company,” he told 
Reuters, adding that he 

exercises daily for 
15 minutes and his 

wife ensures he is 
careful with his 

diet.
A s  a 

y o u n g 
m a n , 
K a l e s i c 

u n d e r w e n t 
training at a flying 
centre in Serbia 
before becoming 
a  jumping in-
structor himself. 
In 1963, he set 
a Yugoslav re-
cord by leaping 
out of plane at 
an altitude of 

5,500 meters.
“I am the oldest active para-

chuter in Europe,” the white-
haired Kalesic said with a smile. 
“I wish to go on with this for 

another 10 years so to get into a 
Guinness book of world records 
as the Bosnian parachuter.”

Kalesic made 21 jumps in five 
days last month during a compe-
tition in the northwestern town 
of Prijedor. The Prijedor aero-
club will lend him a parachute 
as long as he has a valid health 
certificate.

His biggest wish is to get his 
own parachute and another one 
to use for training young jump-
ers.

“I am a pensioner without 
means to buy a parachute and I 
would love to have one to train 
my students who would then 
replace me in jumping compe-
titions,” Kalesic said.

He has a simple recipe for 
keeping fit at his age.

“Parachuting is an extreme 
sport and requires concentra-
tion. To be well concentrat-

ed, one has to sleep well, and 
to sleep well one has to have a 
clear consciousness that one has 
not offended or harmed anyone, 
and then one may sleep without 
nightmares and be able to jump.”

Ibrahim Kalesic, 88-year-old parachuter, jumps from airplane during Para Challenge Cup in Bihac, Bosnia and Herzegovina

Ibrahim Kalesic, 88-year-old 
parachuter, waits to jump

Philippines to shut 175 offshore gambling 
firms, deport 40,000 Chinese workers
Reuters | Manila 

The Philippines will stop 
operations of 175 offshore 

gambling firms and deport 
about 40,000 Chinese workers, 
a justice ministry official said 
yesterday, part of a crackdown 
on the notoriously opaque on-
line gaming industry.

The sector emerged in the 
Philippines in 2016 and grew 
exponentially.

At their peak, Philippine off-

shore gambling operators, or 
POGOs, employed more than 
300,000 Chinese workers, but 
the pandemic and higher taxes 
have forced many to operate 

elsewhere.
"The crackdown was trig-

gered by reports of murder, 
kidnapping and other crimes 
committed by Chinese nationals 
against fellow Chinese nation-
als," justice ministry spokesper-
son Jose Dominic Clavano said.

The POGOs targeted for clo-
sure had licenses that either 
expired or were revoked, for 
violations like non-payment of 
government fees, Clavano said, 
adding the deportation of the 
Chinese workers would start 
next month.

The government generated 7.2 
billion pesos ($122.21 million) 
in 2020 and 3.9 billion last year 
in POGO fees alone, according 
to the finance ministry. Econ-
omists estimate considerably 
larger amounts are being spent 
on taxes, workers' spending and 
office rental.

China's embassy in Manila in a 
statement said Beijing supports 
the deportation and crackdown 
on POGO-related crimes, adding 
the government "firmly opposes 
and takes tough measures to 
combat gambling".

The Philippines regulator, 
which recently said there were 
30 licensed POGO firms versus 
60 before the pandemic.

Real  estate consultancy 
Leechiu Property Consultants 
estimates that a complete exit of 
the POGO industry would leave 
vacant 1.05 million square me-
tres (259 acres) of office space 
- a third of the size of New York's 
Central Park - and 8.9 billion 
pesos ($151 million) in foregone 
annual rent.

The sector employs 201,000 
Chinese and 111,000 Filipinos.



SMALCO CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33040002 or smalco.bh@hotmail.com
Stiller Agency for the Supply Workers w. l. l 
has a vacancy for the occupation of KITCHEN 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17717730 or ALAZZAMGROUP@
YAHOO.COM
GREEN CITY SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36022682 or 
info@gcs.bh
S.HAIDER MAHDI HASAN ABDULLA 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
FARMER(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39692523 or S.RADHI@
HOTMAIL.COM
DANAT AL MUHARRAQ CLEANING AND 
SERVICES has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38843999 or GOLDENERA.S.BH@
GMAIL.COM
TECH PAC W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRIVER(HEAVY VEHICLE), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38931220 or sunny@techpacwll.com
AL RAFEEQ TOWER EXCAVATION WLL has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER(HEAVY 
VEHICLE), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39000116 or MOSAWI67@HOTMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN COFFEE BREWERS COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of COFFEE SERVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17111722 or ANEESH@
FOODVESTHOLDING.COM
AMWAAJ ALKHALEEJ FOR GENRAL 
TRADE W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MARKETING SPECIALIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34687171 or 
TAMERA2EF85@GMAIL.COM
MOTOR SPOT W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17673596 or SAS_
BAH@HOTMAIL.COM
Star Lion Contracting Services has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17270787 or 
Info@starlionservice.com
AL INSAF CLOTHES IRONING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33990749 or 
ASMATKHAN10168@GMAIL.COM
Saif al noor food stuff w.l.l has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39819820 or 
SADIRHOSSAIN.NM@GMAIL.COM
JACKS has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17710271 or hrvp@alghalia.com
Charcoal Gourmet Burger Snack W L L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FOOD SERVICE 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36020031 or PRINCEBURGER@
GMAIL.COM
Seoul resturant w.l.l has a vacancy for 
the occupation of KITCHEN AIDE, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39105484 or 
SEOULADLIYA@GMAIL.COM
PARICOTT GENERAL TRADING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33009736 or BU-KHALID-@HOTMAIL.COM
THE ART HOTEL & RESORT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of KITCHEN 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 16033100 or ABEER@AMWAJ.BH
Selselah Salam Construction has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33338353 or 
alijahromi09@gmail.com
Yazeed Interior Decoration Bahraini 
partnership company has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MANAGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35456756 or 
jayun1434@gmail.com
MACDONALD W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FOOD SERVICE WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17220000 or amal.almousawi@fakhro.com
GULF AMERICAN HOSPITAL W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MASSEUR(MEDICAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38193333 or INFO@
GULFAMERICANHOSPITAL.COM
NANJIL SPICY BITE & NUTS TRADING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36936107 or TRAJESHM@GMAIL.COM
AMBIKA RESTAURANT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33132220 or 
SALAH.ALYAQOOB@GMAIL.COM
Qasr Alshabab Co. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33244082 or 
QAMARSHB@GMAIL.COM
MISAHA FOR DESIGN AND CONTRACTING 
has a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17000336 or ENGMRHJ@GMAIL.COM
MINDS EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT has a 
vacancy for the occupation of STUDENT 
COUNSELOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39660386 or MATHMINDSLC123@
GMAIL.COM
AL SAFOORAH TRADING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17717127 or ISA_ALAWADHI_CONT1@
HOTMAIL.COM
AQUILA MATI CONSULTANCY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ARTIST/
COMMERCIAL DESIGNER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37702930 or hbfisher@
aquilamati.com
TASMAY CONSTRUCTION CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 

35978587 or KEERTHANNALLUR@GMAIL.COM
ALHUBAISHI W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36787411
SMSA SUPPORT SERVICES CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CUSTOMER 
SERVICES AGENT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17007672 or WHUBAIL@
SMSAEXPRESS.COM
MINSK CONSTRUCTION BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36787411 or NED2110@
GMAIL.COM
ZANGUL LOGISTIC W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66945035 or 
ZANGULTECHNOLOGY@GMAIL.COM
SADIYA CONSTRUCTION OF BUILDINGS has 
a vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33897729 or SADIYAGROUPBH22@GMAIL.COM
HI LITE CLEANING & CONTRACTING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39003067 or 
EMO.1990.EMO@ICLOUD.COM
KAISHENG TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39006622 or 
191410105@QQ.COM
O.A.C DECOR has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORK SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66689777 or OAC.
DECOR1@GMAIL.COM
FUTURE TOUCH DESIGN W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MARKETING EXECUTIVE, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34689429 or RAMI65050@GMAIL.COM
OSAMA ABDULLA BUILDING COMPLETION, 
FINISHING, AND DECOR has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35306735 or 
OSAMAABDULLABH@GMAIL.COM
HASAN YAQOOB YUSUFABDULHASAN 
ALATTAR ( EYAL ALATTAR / 10625 ) has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SEAMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39194293 or 
hasanalattar79@gmail.com
ADEL SALMAN AHMED ALMUDAWIB/ 
ALJABBAR- 10083 has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SEAMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39988208 or 
edrisigroup@hotmail.com
CIAO CAFE has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39434934 or RAHEEQMFLOWER@
GMAIL.COM
MAHMOOD AKBAR ALIREZA CONTRACTING 
CO W L L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MASON, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17458080 or INFO@MAARGCMS.COM
BEHBEHANI BROS.LTD has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ADMINISTRATIVE 
COORDINATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17459900 or edo@behbehani.com.bh
AHMADI INDUSTRIES  B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN(FOOD LABORATORY), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17271333 or 
HR@AHMADIPEPSI.COM
SHUTDOWN MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MASON, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33499995 or SMSWLL@BATELCO.
COM.BH
BOKHOWA CONTRACTING & TRADING 
GROUP W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17255980 or ADEEBALI@
BOKHOWAGROUP.COM
Eastern Asphalt & Mixed Concrete Co. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17252078 or S.RADHI@EAMCO.BH
Hardees has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39025100 or ssaleh@americana-
food.com
NAWAB WORKSHOP has a vacancy for 
the occupation of JEWELRY GOLDSMITH 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17277064 or ALI.NAJEEB@GMAIL.COM
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L) has 
a vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L) has 
a vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L) has 
a vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
THE RITZ - CARLTON BAHRAIN HOTEL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SERVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17580000 or 
rc.bahrz.hr@ritzcarlton.com
MACDONALD W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FOOD SERVICE WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17220000 or amal.almousawi@fakhro.com
MCDONALD,S has a vacancy for the occupation 
of FOOD SERVICE WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17220060 or HR@
FAKHRO.COM
KATANA BEACH JAPANESE CUISINE has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SERVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38080801 or 
INFO@KATANATORII.COM
AL JAWASHAN PERSONAL EVENT PLANNER 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33363766 or HASANALIALNASER1977@
GMAIL.COM
PAN ARAB MARKETING & AGENT COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17514166 or info@panarabco.net
RAYBON KIGDOM 4 AUTO COSMETICS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66661666 or 
RAYBON_KINGDOM@YAHOO.COM

AVOLA CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39111147 or 
RAJEESHKK4@GMAIL.COM
AVOLA CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39111147 or 
RAJEESHKK4@GMAIL.COM
POWER TECH DEVELOPMENT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34010755 or gm@powertechdevelopment.com
POWER TECH DEVELOPMENT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34010755 or gm@powertechdevelopment.com
FADHEL  SALMAN TRNSPORT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39787804 or 
BUNEBRAS12@HOTMAIL.COM
BEN EID TOWERS CLEANING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17250078 or KEHF-
2011@HOTMAIL.COM
BEN EID TOWERS CLEANING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17250078 or KEHF-
2011@HOTMAIL.COM
BISHNOI CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33710029 or 
bishnoicontractingwll@gmail.com
INFORAD TECHNOLOGIES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY SPECIALIST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39693569 or waleed.
alsaif@inforadtech.com
MOON PLAZA HOTEL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39001283 or SADEQ.
ALBAHARNA@GMAIL.COM
Haji ALi  Haji  Electric Control Systems 
Industries W.l.l has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SECRETARY, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17822722 or hr.hah@hahco.net
BEHBEHANI BROTHERS LTD. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17459999 or 
edo@behbehani.com.bh
EBRAHIM KHALIL KANOO CO. B.S.C.CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33688622 or HR.S@EKKANOO.COM.BH
GULF HOTELS GROUP - GULF HOTEL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17713000 or 
hussain.abbas@gulfhotelbahrain.com
Haji Gallery W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALES REPRESENTATIVE, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39456616 or suresh@hajigallery.com
Sayed Kadhem aldurazi & sons B.S.c. close 
has a vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39334023 or sayedshubbar@skaldurazi.com
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MASON ASST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17786500 or 
careers@kcbahrain.com
JOZ CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PEST CONTROL SPECIALIST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39602650 or JOZGROUP@BATELCO.COM.BH
ALMANNAI TRADING & INVESTMENT has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PAINTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39411229 or 
DAMANNAI@HOTMAIL.COM
ALAHLAM TECHNICAL & CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICES has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WELDER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17785335 or HAMED_996@HOTMAIL.COM
Trafco Group B.S.C has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17729000 or LAYLA@
TRAFCO.COM
IMAGE EXPRESS STUDIO & LAB has a vacancy 
for the occupation of PHOTOGRAPHER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34115577 or 
tTUdioalRaZi@gmail.COM
EAST ARAB CONTRACTING ESTABLISHMENT 
has a vacancy for the occupation of PLUMBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17713731 or EASTARABCON@GMAIL.COM
BDO Specialized Partnership has a vacancy 
for the occupation of AUDITOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39336777 or jawad.
habib@bdo.bh
Sayed Kadhem aldurazi & sons B.S.c. close 
has a vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39334023 or sayedshubbar@skaldurazi.com
EXPERTISE HOSPITALITY MANAGEMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
HOUSEKEEPER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36955566 or unni@expertisebahrain.com
EXPERTISE HOSPITALITY MANAGEMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
HOUSEKEEPER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36955566 or unni@expertisebahrain.com
ELITE FACILITY MANAGEMENT CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17382228 or MUSTAFA@ELITEFMC.COM
Casaforma  workshop W.l.l has a vacancy 
for the occupation of PAINTER(FURNITURE), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39469751 or zahra.abdullah19@gmail.com
Najran garage for cars has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36693802 or HAMOOD_
F200@HOTMAIL.COM
AL NASAK CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CONSTRUCTION WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39656597 or FAWZIA71@OUTLOOK.COM
ALHaddad Motors has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17785999 or RASOOL@
ALHADDAD-MERCEDESBENZ.COM
KOOKH AL SABAYA RESTAURANT AND 
CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39721721 or saju@falkhor.com

IBN HAMEDO SEAFOOD W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17221113 or 
MOHAMED.ALSAGR2020@GMAIL.COM
AL NASAK CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39656597 or FAWZIA71@OUTLOOK.COM
ALANBAR GENTS TAILORING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39149289 or 
ABOALI222285@GMAIL.COM
FAME CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33223153 or 
FAME_CONSTRUCTION@HOTMAIL.COM
S S NAEEM MARKETING  SERVICES 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33179673 or MR2037645@GMAIL.COM
ARM SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35136192 or 
AHMEDRAZA161283@GMAIL.COM
BEN EID TOWERS CLEANING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17250078 or 
KEHF-2011@HOTMAIL.COM
DAR ALNOOR SILK TAILORING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17340960 or 
Salim59@hotmail.COM
KOOKH AL SABAYA RESTAURANT AND 
CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39721721 or saju@falkhor.com
MAQ Marine Services has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36266658 or 
MAQMARINE@GMAIL.COM
FAME CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33223153 or 
FAME_CONSTRUCTION@HOTMAIL.COM
ALUMINIUM GALLERY COMPANY WLL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17785907 or 
SOUTHGRP@YAHOO.COM
MAQ Marine Services has a vacancy 
for the occupation of RIGGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36266658 or 
MAQMARINE@GMAIL.COM
ABDULAAL GULF AUDIT - Bahraini 
Partnership Co. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of AUDITOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17500188 or INFO@
GTBAHRAIN.COM
SEA BIRD MECHANICAL AND MARINE 
CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of RIGGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17273133 or 
SIAM7373@BATELCO.COM.BH
TALAL SOUQ GENERAL TRADING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER 
(MARKETING), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34369200 or HHASHIMPP@GMAIL.COM
AL HELLI SUPERMARKET B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33572333 or hanan@ALHELLI.COM
MAQ Marine Services has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WELDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36266658 or 
MAQMARINE@GMAIL.COM
DAR ALNOOR SILK TAILORING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17340960 or 
Salim59@hotmail.COM
B2B TRADING W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33066204 or 
NAVEEDTANOLI94@GMAIL.COM
Al Helli Supermarket B.S.C Closed has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17877209 or HANAN@ALHELLI.COM
PEROZ HEALTHY EATERY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17623584 or liaquat@miaholding.com
FAME CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33223153 or 
FAME_CONSTRUCTION@HOTMAIL.COM
Gulf Accounting Partnership Co. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17500188 or ALI.ABBAS@BH.GT.COM
SEA BIRD MECHANICAL AND MARINE 
CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of RIGGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17273133 or 
SIAM7373@BATELCO.COM.BH
KOOKH AL SABAYA RESTAURANT AND 
CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39721721 or saju@falkhor.com
SAYYAR TRADING AGENCIES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17290111 or OFFICE@SAYYAR.BH
SIYANA INDUSTRIAL SERVICES & SIAM 
SCAFFOLDS- SIMPLE COMMANDITE 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation 
of PIPEFITTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17552722 or SIAM7373@BATELCO.
COM.BH
FAME CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33223153 or 
FAME_CONSTRUCTION@HOTMAIL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36937988 or MCSC@
MCSCWLL.COM
POWER TECH DEVELOPMENT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34010755 or gm@powertechdevelopment.com
BU HANI LOGISTIC SERVICES CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 

suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36829415 or M.IMRAN277@GMAIL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36937988 or MCSC@
MCSCWLL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36937988 or MCSC@
MCSCWLL.COM
TEN SQUARE CONSTRUCTION has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39660750 or KAINAT.HAMEED@GMAIL.COM
SHAHEER UPHOISTERY AND CURTAINS 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39734146 or FATEH44M@GMAIL.COM
ALTASAMUH GARAGE 8 has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MECHANIC, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36383555 or hassan@
emaar.bh
Access & Coating Gulf Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FITTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17212471 or 
MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36937988 or MCSC@
MCSCWLL.COM
RETRO SALON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BARBER-HAIRDRESSER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36485836 or ITSMESHMAIL@GMAIL.COM
ALHASSANAIN B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ACCOUNTANT(FINANCIAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17559999 or JAAFAR@
ALHASSANAINCO.COM
CAPITA BUSINESS CENTER WLL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17002072 or CAPITABH@GMAIL.COM
VINS has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WAITER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17717101 or MALMEER@BATELCO.
COM.BH
Devine Cleaning Contracting W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39205395 or ABDULLAKA3882AB@GMAIL.COM
GREEN GRAPHICS PUBLICITY AND 
ADVERTISING has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17280049 or MMSBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
AL MUHAIZA MANAGEMENT CONSULTING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33060766 or MDALAMGIR34226995@
GMAIL.COM
BOMBO SHAWARMA CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17000342 or 
BAMIN@DIVIDENDGATECAPITAL.COM
PUNJAB CITY CONSTRUCTION has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34111999 or sharef.works@gmail.com
ESOQ W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of PROGRAMMER(COMPUTER), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36035511 or 
info@xs4arabia.com
CHOPPERS SALON W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33560453 or MB69256@
GMAIL.COM
GENETECH SERVICES Co. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
13691113 or YASEENSABT@HOTMAIL.COM
JABERI WOODEN FACTORIES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER 
(MAINTENANCE), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39452896 or hr.jwf@jaberigroup.
com
EMAAR ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36383555 or hassan@emaar.bh
PUNJAB CITY CONSTRUCTION has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34111999 or sharef.works@gmail.com
MOHAMMAD LIAKOT OTHER MARKETING 
PROMOTION ACTIVITIES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36103555 or 
MSAIF7479@GMAIL.COM
SUPREME FOODS BAHRAIN W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ACCOUNTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38822055 or RABIAHWA@TANMIAH.COM
KINGDOM ASPHALT COMPANY W L L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17466776 or ABDULLA@KINGDOM.BH
Mechanical Contracting & Services Company 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
RAYTECH COMPUTER CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of COMPUTER 
PROGRAMMER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39443368 or uraftab@hotmail.com
Mechanical Contracting & Services Company 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WELDER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
ARAB BANKING CORPORATION B S C 
has a vacancy for the occupation of VICE 
PRESIDENT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17543000 or HO.HR@bank-abc.com
INFORAD TECHNOLOGIES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY SPECIALIST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39693569 or waleed.
alsaif@inforadtech.com
PUNJAB CITY CONSTRUCTION has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 

34111999 or sharef.works@gmail.com
Mechanical Contracting & Services Company 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
GATE ALHARA BAKERY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39688982 or 
ABDULLA.RASHED207@GMAIL.COM
SKYWAVES CLEANING COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SECRETARY(EXECUTIVE), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33390771 or 
IMRANSOHAIL741@GMAIL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services Company 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
FOREMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services Company 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SUPERVISOR (SITE), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36937988 or MCSC@
MCSCWLL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services Company 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SUPERVISOR (SITE), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36937988 or MCSC@
MCSCWLL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services Company 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
FOREMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
BOKHOWA CONTRACTING & TRADING 
GROUP W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MASON, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17255980 or ADEEBALI@
BOKHOWAGROUP.COM
BOKHOWA CONTRACTING & TRADING 
GROUP W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MASON, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17255980 or ADEEBALI@
BOKHOWAGROUP.COM
BOKHOWA CONTRACTING & TRADING 
GROUP W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MASON, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17255980 or ADEEBALI@
BOKHOWAGROUP.COM
A - KARIM ALJAHROMI CONTRACTING 
COMPANY WLL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17831000 or AKJCONT@
BATELCO.COM.BH
BOKHOWA CONTRACTING & TRADING 
GROUP W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17255980 or ADEEBALI@
BOKHOWAGROUP.COM
INTERNATIONAL MARKETING COMPANY 
W.L.L CLEANTEC has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36636640 or 
HANANKHALAF84@GMAIL.COM
A M ALJAMMAL STUDIOS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of PHOTOGRAPHER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39903397 or 
AHMADALGAMMAL83@GMAIL.COM
GOLDEN GROUP CONTRACTORS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17533125 or 
GOLDENGROUPBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
M I CONTRACTING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66600200 or M.I.75@
HOTMAIL.COM
MAGIC BUBBLES ADS & PUBLICITY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MACHINE 
OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33433664 or PRAVEEN@
BUBBLESADS.COM
M I CONTRACTING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66600200 or M.I.75@
HOTMAIL.COM
Intelligent  Friends Constructions Co W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36192250 or afaqahmedkhan645@gmail.com
PUNJAB CITY CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34111999 or sharef.
works@gmail.com
BLACKFIRE AUTO VEHICLE CARE has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39313416 or 
FAHADRAYAB@GMAIL.COM
COTTON HOUSE FOR QUILT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39574003 or 
JASSIMDOCUMENTS@GMAIL.COM
GEEPAS INTERNATIONAL W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17227206 or 
GEEPASBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
MERCURE GRAND HOTEL SEEF W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17299511 or 
AHMED@JAZAYANI.COM
TMM PAPER INDUSTRY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36316394 or ADMIN@
TEXSTYLE.IN
Kamis Services Station has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER-ATTENDANT-(FUEL 
STATION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17811616 or BADEE53@GMAIL.COM
ALDALEEM CONTRACTING W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17252256 or 
ALDALEEM@HOTMAIL.COM
KHURRAM LOGISTICS & REPAIRING 
SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35022903 or 
AMEZINGFAST@YAHOO.COM
ALHULAIBI CORNER FOOD STUFF 
MANAGEMENT W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ACCOUNTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33243462 or 
BASHEERPK411@GMAIL.COM
Wahat Al Jazeera Gents Salon has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17684718 or 
AMEENA.84.AA@GMAIL.COM
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Ana De Armas has ‘never 
wanted’ the attention that 

comes with fame
Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Ana De Armas has “never wanted” the attention 
that comes with fame.

The 34-year-old actress - who dated ‘Argo’ star 
Ben Affleck just before he rekindled his romance 
with now-wife Jennifer Lopez - explained that 
she finds it “disrespectful” when the 
media report on anything out-
side of her professional life.

She said: “I have never been 
someone that wants any at-
tention that’s not about my 
work. So when the atten-
tion is not about my work, 
it is upsetting, and it feels 
disrespectful, and it feels 
inappropriate, and it feels 
dangerous and unsafe. But, 
especially in this country, I 

don’t know how you can find 
protection.”

The ‘No Time to Die’ star 
is now taking on the role of 
late Hollywood legend Marilyn 

Monroe - who died in 
1962 at the age of 

36 - in the new 
Netflix biopic 
‘Blonde’  and 
explained that her 
experience with fame 
is one of the things that 
“brought her closer” 

her to the iconic ‘Gen-
tlemen Prefer Blondes’ 

actress.
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Across
1- Jack of “The Great Dictator”; 6- Derive; 11- Monopoly quartet: Abbr.; 14- Mountaineer’s tool; 
15- Money spent; 16- ___ the land of the free...; 17- Inclined; 18- Render weaponless; 19- Exec’s 
degree; 20- Concerning; 22- Brainstorms; 24- Decked out; 28- Elder; 30- Medium setting?; 
31- Twisted expression?; 32- Assail; 33- Bony structures; 37- Bard’s “before”; 38- Mimicry; 
39- ___ Dawn Chong; 40- Funky; 43- Gnu cousin; 45- Sluggish; 46- Show clearly; 47- Ring 
combo; 49- Air bubble; 50- Holmes’s creator; 51- Stepped; 52- “You’ve got mail” co.; 53- Rate; 
56- Lauder of cosmetics; 61- ___-pitch softball; 62- Author Calvino; 63- Approaches; 64- Solo of 
“Star Wars”; 65- Shifted; 66- Pipsqueak;

 Down 
1- Lubricate; 2- Hotshot; 3- New Zealand parrot; 4- Author Fleming; 5- Died out; 6- Melon, e.g.; 
7- Crescent-shaped figure; 8- LAX posting; 9- Cabinet dept.; 10- Candidate; 11- Lover of Juliet; 
12- Rod used to reinforce concrete; 13- Ladies of Spain: Abbr.; 21- Maiden name indicator; 
23- Gossip; 24- It’s a plus; 25- Tractor maker; 26- Western; 27- Cellular stuff; 28- Dummy 
Mortimer; 29- Slippery; 31- Trapshooting; 33- Hubert’s successor; 34- Praying figure; 35- John 
____ Garner; 36- Passover meal; 38- Not many; 41- Monetary unit of Cambodia; 42- Meantime; 
43- Plain; 44- Fleur-de-___; 46- “Xanadu” band; 47- Alley Oop’s girlfriend; 48- Thermoplastic 
yarn; 49- Young; 50- Morse element; 51- One with a glazed look, perhaps; 54- From ___ Z; 
55- The last letter of the Hebrew alphabet; 57- Stitch up; 58- ___ kwon do; 59- Be mistaken; 
60- Mentalist’s claim;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 
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ANI | 
Washington 

Pop star Rihan-
na has signed 
to perform at 

the mega-event, which 
is set to take place 
during Super Bowl 

LVII, on February 
12 just outside of 

Phoenix, Arizo-
na.

A c c o r d i n g 
to The Holly-
wood Reporter, 
the 2023 Apple 

M u s i c Super Bowl Half-
time Show has found its 
main act. The programme 
will be produced by DPS 
alongside Roc Nation 
and Jesse Collins, with 
both serving as exec-
utive producers and 
Hamish Hamilton di-
recting. Roc Nation is 
also serving as the live 
performance’s strategic 
entertainment advisor.

“Rihanna is a gener-
ational talent, a woman 
of humble beginnings 

who has surpassed ex-
pectations at every turn. A 

person 
b o r n  o n  t h e 
small island of Barba-
dos who became one of the 
most prominent artists ever. 
Self-made in business and enter-
tainment,” Jay-Z said in a statement, 
as quoted in The Hollywood Reporter.

“We are thrilled to welcome Rihanna 
to the Apple Music Super Bowl Halftime 
Show stage,” Seth Dudowsky, NFL Head of 
Music, added in his own statement. “Rihanna is 
a once-in-a-generation artist who has been a cul-
tural force throughout her career. We look forward 
to collaborating with Rihanna, Roc Nation and Apple 
Music to bring fans another historic Halftime Show 
performance.”

The Super Bowl Halftime Show is one of the year’s 
biggest musical spectacles, with musicians often going 
all-out for their performances and frequent guest ap-
pearances. Apple Music will be the event’s presenting 
sponsor for the first time in 2023, replacing Pepsi, which 
had sponsored the show for the previous decade. Before 
the big game, Apple promises behind-the-scenes glimps-
es and other material.

“Rihanna is an incredible recording art-
ist who is a favourite for many millions 
of Apple Music customers around the 
world,” Oliver Schusser, Apple’s vice 
president of Apple Music and Beats, 
said. “We’re excited to partner with 
Rihanna, Roc Nation and the NFL to 
bring music and sports fans a mo-
mentous show -- what an incredible 
artist for the inaugural Apple Mu-
sic Super Bowl Halftime Show.”

Rihanna 
set to 
headline 
the next 
Super 
Bowl 
Halftime 
Show

The Super Bowl Halftime Show is one of the year’s 
biggest musical spectacles, with musicians often 

going all-out for their performances and 
frequent guest appearances

Khloe 
Kardashian 
went through 
‘difficult’ time
Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Khloe Kardashian went through a 
“difficult time” when she was expect-

ing her second child.
The Good American founder welcomed her 

second child, a son, into the world in August, but 
the surrogate she and Tristan Thompson used fell 
pregnant around the same time it was revealed the 
NBA player had been unfaithful and was expecting 
a child with another woman, and she admitted the 
circumstances meant it was a very “different” ex-
perience to when she was carrying their daughter 
True, now four.

In a teaser trailer for the new season of ‘The Kar-
dashians’, Khloe tearfully said: “There is something 
that I’m ready to talk about. Tristan and I are having 
another baby. It’s supposed to be a really exciting 
time, and it’s just a different experience.”

But Khloe later vowed to focus on the 
positive.

She added: “This has been a diffi-
cult time in my life, but it’s the start 
of something positive and happy and 
beautiful.”

The 38-year-old star’s mother, 
Kris Jenner, was also upset by the 
situation.

She tearfully said in a confes-
sional featured in the promo clip: 
“It’s hard to watch [Khloé] in 
pain.”

Khloe recently admitted she 
thinks it is an “honor and a gift” to 
have children and “shape” them 
into the adults they will become 
one day.

She said: “Being able to shape little 
people into really incredible big people 
is an honor and a gift,

“I know it’s cliché, but I love everything, 
even the hard parts [of parenting]. 
It’s super scary but I take my job very  
seriously.”

Dua Lipa feeling ‘liberated’ writing third album
Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Dua Lipa is feeling “liberat-
ed” like never before as she 

works on her third album.
The ‘Potion’ singer has never 

felt more “in control” of a musical 
project before.

She said: “As I’m writing my 
new album, I feel even more lib-
erated in a completely different 

way.
“And even more in control than 

I thought.”
Asked what liberation means 

to her, she told Vogue Australia: 
“Freedom, especially as a woman, 
means to be able to take things 
into your own hands, to have 
control over the things that you 
believe in.

“To really have a voice.”

Dua recently admitted she was 
“not afraid to talk about things” 
on her “grown-up” third album.

The ‘Levitating ’ hitmaker, 
27, says her follow-up to 2020’s 
‘Future Nostalgia’ is her most 
mature record to date, and she 
doesn’t hold back when speak-
ing up on what matters to  
her.

She said: “I’ve definitely grown 

up. Overall, whether it’s sonically 
or in terms of the themes, I’ve 
matured.

“It’s like I’m coming into my 
power and not afraid to talk about 
things.

“It’s about understanding what 
I want.”

In March, the pop star re-
vealed the record was “50 per 
cent done”.

Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Mariah Carey says most people “let you 
down”.

The ‘All I Want For Christmas Is You’ hit-
maker - who has teamed up with Chopard 
to launch two butterfly-themed jewellery 
collections - admitted while there are 
“exceptions” in life, she thinks diamonds 

really are a girl’s best friend.
She told PEOPLE magazine: “I hate to say 

it, but for the most part, people let you 
down. So I might have to go with it. With 
very few exceptions, but for the most  

part, yeah.”
The pop megastar was also asked if the meaning 

of butterflies has changed over the past 25 years, 
since releasing her album ‘Butterfly’.

She explained: “I don’t acknowledge time, so it’s 
25 seconds, 25 minutes, whatever we want to call it.

“Seriously, after going through what I had to go 
through to even create the Butterfly album and to 
break free from that shell... it’s part of my 25 years 
and that’s kind of unbelievable.

“It represents so much to me as just a human 
being and particularly as a woman.”

Mariah also reflected on her appearance on 
shows like MTV’s ‘Cribs’ where celebrities invite 
people into their homes.

Mariah 
Carey 
says 
people 
just ‘let 
you down’

Dua Lipa

Rihanna

Ana De Armas

Mariah CareyKhloe Kardashian



Murray backs Federer as 
future Laver Cup captain
Andy Murray says coaching mere mortals could be a challenge for Roger Federer

• Murray says he hopes 
Roger Federer will stay 
involved in tennis as he 
heads into retirement

AFP | London

Andy Murray has backed 
Roger Federer as a future 
Laver Cup captain after 

Bjorn Borg indicated the sixth 
edition in Vancouver next year 
could be his last.

Federer bade farewell to pro-
fessional tennis at the tourna-
ment in London at the weekend, 
playing doubles alongside great 
rival Rafael Nadal on Friday in 
his final competitive match, 
which ended in defeat.

Team Europe suffered a 13-8 
loss to Team World in the Ryder 
Cup-style tournament to ensure 
Federer, 41, was denied one final 
trophy but a vacancy for the 
captaincy will open up when 
Swedish great Borg steps away.

Federer, who won 20 Grand 
Slams in his glittering career, 
said he had no immediate plans 
after hanging up his racquet 
but it is likely he will want to 
stay involved in the Laver Cup, 
which he helped to create.

“I’m sure Roger is going to 
stay involved in the event in 
some capacity and maybe one 

day captain the team,” Murray 
said.

“Look, he’s great on the side 
(coaching). He watches a lot 
of tennis, he loves the game. I 

think for ex-players that go into 
coaching, I think that’s impor-
tant to sort of stay current and 
know a lot of the players.

“He had the ability to play 
everything and he had so many 
options at his disposal that 
that’s the challenging thing also 
as a coach sometimes, especially 
someone in his position.”

Murray made his Laver Cup 
debut at London’s O2 arena, 
joining other members of the 
“Big Four” -- Federer, Nadal and 
Novak Djokovic in competing 
for Team Europe.

Djokovic expressed his hope 
that Federer would turn his 
hand to coaching.

“I think that Roger can offer 
a lot,” he said. “I mean... it’s log-
ical to expect him to be able to 
share so many useful and valu-
able things with anybody really.

“If he ever would consider 
doing that, I’m sure that he’s 
going to bring a lot of positive 
things to the improvement of 
that player, whether male or 
female, in every aspect on and 
off the court.

“He’s undoubtedly one of 
the greatest players to play the 
game, the way he played it, with 
his style and effortlessness.”

Both Murray and Djokovic 
tasted defeats on the final day 
to prevent a dream finale for 
Federer, who watched Team 
World win a maiden Laver Cup 
by a five-point margin.
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Al Ahli outclass Al Tadhamun 
in handball league

TDT | Manama

Contenders Al Ahli de-
feated Al Tadhamun 33-

26 last night to kick off the 
fourth week of action in the 
2022/2023 Khalid bin Ham-
ad Bahrain Handball League, 
being played at the Bahrain 
Handball Association Arena 
in Um Al Hassam.

Ahli held a slim 16-13 lead at 
the half but were a class above 
their rivals after the break.

With the result, Ahli claimed 

their second victory in three 
games while Tadhamun suf-
fered their third successive 
loss to start the new season.

League action continues to-
night with defending champi-
ons Al Najma going for their 
fourth straight win when they 
take on Al Ettifaq at 5.30pm. 
That will be followed by Al 
Shabab going head-to-head 
with Al Ettihad.

Tomorrow, Bahrain Club 
and Samaheej face off in a sin-
gle contest.

Action from Al Ahli’s game against Al Tadhamun

England won’t take risks with 
Buttler before T20 World Cup

Reuters | London

England’s limited-overs 
coach Matthew Mott said 

Jos Buttler is itching to make 
his return from injury during 
their seven-match series in 
Pakistan but they will not take 
any risks with the batsman so 
close to the Twenty20 World 
Cup.

Buttler has not played in 
the series so far as he recovers 
from a calf injury he sustained 
while playing in The Hundred, 
with the team being led by 
Moeen Ali.

The World Cup takes place 
in Australia from Oct. 16-Nov. 
13.

“With regard to Jos (But-

tler), he’s still a while off, he’s 
not a player we want to take a 
risk on at this stage, so close 
to the World Cup, and it was a 
reasonably significant injury 
that he had,” Mott said.

With regard to Jos 
(Buttler), he’s still 
a while off, he’s not 
a player we want to 
take a risk on at this 
stage, so close to the 

World Cup, and it was a 
reasonably significant 

injury that he had
MATTHEW MOTT

England head coach Matthew Mott talks to Jos Buttler after a match (file photo)

He had the ability to 
play everything and he 

had so many options 
at his disposal that 

that’s the challenging 
thing also as a coach 

sometimes, especially 
someone in his position

ANDY MURRAY

Federer declined to 
say what his plans 
are, when asked on 

Sunday, but said being 
Laver Cup captain was 

not on the radar
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Roger Federer (L) and Andy Murray react during a match at the Laver Cup

Djokovic managing wrist issue, ATP Finals remains his goal
Reuters | London

Novak Djokovic said he was 
bothered by a wrist prob-

lem during the Laver Cup in 
London and that his lengthy 
absence from the Tour recently 
could be to blame.

The three-day tournament in 
London’s O2 Arena was Djok-
ovic’s first event since the Serb 
won his 21st Grand Slam singles 
title at Wimbledon in early July.

The 35-year-old, who missed 
the North American hardcourt 
swing and the U.S. Open due 
to not being vaccinated against 
COVID-19, produced a dazzling 
performance on his return to 

the Tour on Saturday by win-
ning his singles and doubles 
matches.

However, he lost to Canada’s 
Felix Auger-Aliassime on the 

final day of competition on Sun-
day.

“I have been struggling with 
my right wrist for the last four, 
five days, to be honest. I have 
been keeping it under control,” 
Djokovic told reporters.

“The two matches yesterday 
probably had an effect. Today 
was not easy. I couldn’t serve as 
fast or as accurately as I would 

like to. That has affected the 
whole game.”

Djokovic said qualifying for 
November’s ATP Finals in Turin 
remained his goal and that he 
will play a tournament in Tel 
Aviv this week followed by an 
event in Kazakhstan next week 
and then the Paris Masters at 
the end of October.

His  Wimbledon victory 
guarantees him a spot in the 
Tour-ending Finals if he re-
mains ranked in the world’s top 
20.

Djokovic, who is currently 
ranked seventh, said the wrist 
issue could be due to a combi-
nation of factors.

Novak Djokovic plays a shot against 
Felix Auger-Aliassime in Lavers Cup

Djokovic’s Wimble-
don victory guaran-

tees him a spot in the 
Tour-ending Finals if 
he remains ranked in 

the world’s top 20

Bahrain highest risers on FIBA World Ranking
• Senior men’s national 
team go up a massive 18 
places on latest edition 
of global classification

TDT | Manama

Bahrain were the biggest ris-
ers on the latest edition of 

the FIBA World Ranking, going 
up a massive 18 places to 86th 
overall.

The classification of senior 
men’s national basketball teams 
was released by internation-
al basketball’s governing body 
FIBA.

The Bahrainis were previ-
ously ranked 104th but after 
improving to 116.5 points have 

cracked into the top 100 glob-
ally.

The nationals are also 16th 
amongst 43 teams in FIBA Asia, 

ahead of other top continental 
teams such as Qatar (89th), Iraq 
(90th), Palestine (91st) and the 
UAE, to name a few.

Amongst GCC nations, only 
Saudi Arabia are ranked higher 
in 73rd.

Bahrain’s senior national 
team are currently competing in 
the Asian qualifiers for the FIBA 
Basketball World Cup 2023.

Bahrain national team players celebrate during a recent game (File photo)

The nationals are 
also 16th amongst 43 
teams in FIBA Asia, 
ahead of other top 
continental teams 

such as Qatar (89th), 
Iraq (90th), Palestine 
(91st) and the UAE, to 

name a few
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World Series of Darts to debut in Bahrain
The world’s best darts players to compete at inaugural Bahrain Darts Masters Championship  

on January 12 and 13 at Bahrain International Circuit

• Event to feature 
eight leading darts 
players, including the 
current world champion, 
combined with the best 
of local darts talent

• BIC signs multi-
year deal to bring 
the World Series of 
Darts to Bahrain on 
an annual basis

TDT | Manama

Bahrain International Cir-
cuit (BIC), together with 
sports promoter CBX, has 

teamed up with the Profession-
al Darts Corporation (PDC) to 
bring the World Series of Darts 
to Bahrain for the first time ever.

On January 12 and 13, 2023, 
BIC will host the Bahrain Darts 
Masters, part of the global 
tour of the world’s best 
darts players. Bahrain 
will play host to 
the first event 
of the 2023 
World Se-
ries, as part 
of a global 
c a l e n d a r 
which was 
announced 
t o d a y  b y 
the PDC. BIC 
and CBX have 

signed a multi-year deal with 
the PDC, which will bring the 
World Series of Darts to Bahrain 
on an annual basis.

PDC darts events are broadcast 
in over 185 countries, reaching 
a global audience of over 200 
million people and darts is the 
second most watched sport in 
the UK after football. The sport 
is best known for the hosting of 
the World Darts Championship, 
which attracts a crowd of over 
90,000 people to Alexandra 
Palace in the UK every year 
across the Christmas and 
New Year period.

The 2023 Bahrain 
Darts Masters will com-
prise two days of com-
petition, with eight top 
players— s e t  t o 
i n c l u d e 
reigning 
World 

Champion Peter Wright and 
world number one Gerwyn 
Price—taking on eight regional 
representatives, including Bah-
rain’s best players, across two 
days. The event will be played 
out to a live audience in a spe-
cially designed format at BIC’s 
entertainment dome and will 
also be broadcast live to a global 
audience.

Tickets for this limited capac-
ity event will go on sale later 

in the year and fans are 
encouraged to register 

now at bahraingp.com 
for all the latest infor-
mation on tickets and 
the event.

BIC chief executive 
Shaikh Salman bin Isa 
Al Khalifa said: “With 

our partners at CBX, 
we can’t wait to 

welcome the 
best darts 

players 
i n 

the world to the inaugural Bah-
rain Darts Masters early next 
year. 

“The sport is a spectacle that 
has to be seen to be believed and 
the atmosphere at PDC events is 
something that we expect will 
be a unique experience for fans 
in Bahrain. 

“I welcome the PDC as a new 
member of the BIC family, and 
with our friends at CBX we look 
forward to putting on a stellar 
event for fans around the world.”

Carlo Boutagy, Founder and 
CEO of CBX, said: “We are proud 
to partner with BIC and the PDC 
to bring the World Series of 
Darts to Bahrain for the first 
time. While we at CBX are best 
known for motorsport, we work 
in a variety of sporting disci-
plines and it is fantastic to now 
venture into the world of darts. 
As a sport, it has a huge global 
following and we are excited 
to welcome fans to the King-
dom as part of our ever-growing 
sporting portfolio, and add to 
the expanding list of new sports 

being showcased in the region. 
We are looking forward to 

working together to put 
on an unforgettable 

event.”
P r o f e s s i o n a l 

Darts Corporation 
c h i e f  exe c u t i ve 

Matt Porter said: 
“Our global growth 

through the World Se-
ries of Darts in the past dec-

ade has been incredible and it’s 

another big step for us to stage 
the Bahrain Darts Masters in 
January. We’re delighted to be 
working with Bahrain Interna-
tional Circuit and CBX on this 
exciting event, which will show-
case PDC darts to a new 
audience and also be an 
opportunity for players 
from the region to test 
themselves against the 
world’s best. This is an 
exciting new event and 
will be a great way 
to begin our 2023 
World Series of 
Darts.”

The Profes-
sional Darts 
Corpora-
tion op-
erates a 
global 
£ 1 5 
m i l -
l i o n 
c i r c u i t 

of events, which includes the 
World Darts Championship, 
four-month Premier League 
tour and World Series of Darts, 
which will also visit Denmark, 
America, Australia, New Zea-
land and the Netherlands in 
2023.

Star players have become 
household names through their 
playing achievements and en-
tertaining styles, from Peter 
“Snakebite” Wright’s colourful 
Mohawks and unique outfits to 
the flamboyant Gerwyn “The 
Iceman” Price and generational 
talent of “Mighty” Michael van 
Gerwen.

Winners on the 2022 World 
Series of Darts circuit included 
Michael Smith, Belgium’s Dim-
itri Van den Bergh and Wales’ 
Jonny Clayton, as well as Van 
Gerwen and Price, who also 

won the season-ending World 
Series of Darts Finals.

For more informa-
tion on the Bah-

rain Darts Mas-
ters Champi-

onship  or 
other BIC 
e v e n t s 
and activ-
ities, visit 
bahraingp.
c o m  o r 
call  the 
BIC Hot-
l i n e  o n 
+ 9 7 3 -

17450000.

Jackson triumphs for Bahrain1 Racing while teammate Bond comes second
• HH Shaikh Abdulla 
bin Hamad praises 
Bahrain1 Racing team 
for victory in NHRA 
event in North Carolina

TDT | Manama

His Majesty the King’s per-
sonal representative His 

Highness Shaikh Abdulla bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa praised the 
Bahrain1 Racing team’s one-two 
victory in the Pro Mod catego-
ry of the 2022 NHRA Carolina 
Nationals event, held at zMAX 
Dragway in North Carolina, the 
US.

HH Shaikh Abdulla affirmed 

that the honourable results 
achieved by the team are thanks 
to the support of His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
as well as the backing of His 

Royal Highness Prince Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister.

HH Shaikh Abdulla explained 
that these successes will moti-
vate the team to continue con-
firming the high capabilities 
that its members possess during 
the upcoming championships, 
praising the great abilities of 
the drivers.

Bahrain1 accomplished a 
one-two win in the round’s fi-
nal. Jackson won ahead of his 
teammate Justin Bond.

Their teammate Khaled Al Ba-
looshi was knocked out of the 
first elimination following stiff 
competition. He was beaten by 
just 0.024 seconds.

“It’s a great win and I am hap-
py to triumph in this strong race 

at the zMAX Dragway in North 
Carolina,” said Jackson. 

“This win was made possi-

ble thanks to the support of HH 
Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa. This also cannot go 

without mentioning the efforts 
of the team to get the cars ready 
for the race.”

Bahrain1 Racing team members celebrate their one-two

HH Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa
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Rohit backs Kumar as India look to fix T20 bowling
AFP | New Delhi

Improving India’s bowling 
remains the team’s focus 

ahead of the Twenty20 World 
Cup next month, skipper Rohit 
Sharma has said, adding that 
he backs seamer Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar to come out of a recent 
slump.

India went past Aaron Finch’s 
Australia by six wickets to 
clinch the three-match T20 se-
ries 2-1, and now host South 
Africa for a white-ball series 

starting Wednesday.
The team’s batsmen, includ-

ing Virat Kohli and Suryakumar 
Yadav, have been in good form 

and shared a 104-run partner-
ship to secure victory on Sun-
day, but the final-overs bowling 
has been a cause of worry.

Kumar, once a champion of 
choking runs in the final overs 
of a T20 match, has been expen-
sive lately. He leaked 21 runs in 
the 18th over in the series-de-
cider, with Tim David hitting 
him for two sixes and a four.

“We know that he has had 
more good days than the bad 
days in the last so many years,” 
Rohit said of the veteran fast 

bowler in a post-match press 
conference.

“Yes, of late it has not been 
the kind of performance that 
he wants but that can happen 
to any of the bowlers. You can 
see the opposition as well, it’s 
not easy to bowl in the death.”

The 32-year-old Kumar, who 
remains a key member of the 
team’s plans for T20’s show-
piece event in Australia, had just 
two wickets from two matches 
and an expensive economy rate 
of 13.00.

India’s Bhuvneshwar Kumar (R) 
celebrates with team captain Rohit 
Sharma during a match (file photo)

‘We have to focus on winning’ 
against Spain, says Portugal’s Santos
AFP | Lisbon

Portugal coach Fernando 
Santos said his team would 

not settle for the draw they 
need to reach the Nations 
League finals when they host 
Spain in Braga on Tuesday.

Portugal, who won the in-
augural edition of the tour-
nament in 2019, moved top of 
Group A2 on Saturday with 
a 4-0 victory over the Czech 
Republic as Spain lost at home 
to Switzerland.

Santos’ side now hold a two-
point lead over their neigh-
bours ahead of the final group 
match.

Fernando Santos

Michael van 
Gerwen

Peter Wright

The sport is a spectacle 
that has to be seen 
to be believed and 
the atmosphere at 
Professional Darts 
Corporation events 

is something that we 
expect will be a unique 
experience for fans in 

Bahrain. 
- SHAIKH SALMAN BIN ISA AL KHALIFA


