THURSDAY, MARCH 30, 2023

SPOIES

Sitra through to Khalifa bin Salman Cup semis

Victors collapse late in regulation but recover in overtime for hard-earned win against Nuwaidrat

@ Ali Eid top scores
for Sitra with 28 points,
Mahdi Abdulameer
adds 16 while two
others have 11

@ Sitra now through
to semi-finals to take
on winner of quarter-
final between Al Hala
and Muharraq

TDT | Manama

itraadvanced to the semi-fi-
S nals of the 2022/2023

Khalifa bin Salman Cup
last night following a scrappy
86-83 overtime victory over Nu-
waidrat.

Their tightly contested quar-
ter-final meeting in the prestig-
ious annual basketball tourna-
ment was played at Zain Bas-
ketball Arena in Um Al Hassam.

Sitra were well in control of
the contest midway through the
final quarter and went up by
14 on a three-pointer by Mah-
di Abdulameer. But Nuwaidrat
stormed back and forced the

extra session with a furious 12-3
run in the final two minutes of
regulation to tie the game at 75-
all.

In overtime, Sitra went ahead
by six but Nuwaidrat were able
to rally once again and tie it at
83-all.

But Sitra finally were able to
separate themselves from their
opponents with one of two free-
throws by Mohamed Abdulla
and a pair from Abdulameer
that peghed the final score. Nu-
waidrat had their chances to tie
or take the lead over the game’s
closing moments, but they could
not convert their field goal at-
tempts.

Ali Eid was Sitra’s leading
scorer in the win with 28 points

A quarter-final pairing will be
determined tonight when defending
league champions Manama play
Isa Town, followed by Bahrain Club
facing off with Samaheej

while also taking down nine re-
bounds. Abdulameer added 16
while Abdulla and Ayman Ko-
wayed each contributed 11.

For Nuwaidrat, Hassan Ab-
bas had 26 while Abbas Jameel
came off the bench to score 20
in the losing effort.

Sitra held a slim 18-16 ad-
vantage at the end of the first
period but gradually extend-
ed the gap over the rest of the
game. They stayed in front 39-32
heading into the break,
before powering ahead
by double digits in the
third period. That
set the stage for
Sitra’s end-
game woes
before doing
just enough
in overtime to
eke out the
win.

Sitra now
move on to
the final
four, where
they await 48
their oppo- ¥
nents. They 7
will be playing
the winner of the oth-
er round-of-eight contest

between Al Hala and Muharrag.
Meanwhile, two first-round
fixtures are set to be played to-
night to determine two other
teams that will be competing
in the round of eight. Defend-
ing league champions Manama
will be playing Isa Town at 9pm,
followed by Bahrain Club and
Samaheej facing off at 10.30pm.
Elsewhere in the quarter-fi-
nals, three-time defending
champions Al Ahli are set

for an exciting clash against Al
Ettihad on Saturday, scheduled
for a 9.30pm tip-off.

This year’s competition is the
seventh edition of the Khalifa
bin Salman Cup, which is held
in honour of the late His Royal
Highness Prince Khalifa bin Sal-
man Al Khalifa. Ahli are looking
to add to their triumphs in 2020,
2021 and 2022 with an historic
“four-peat” this season.

Sitra’s Mahdi Abdulameer goes for a

lay-up against the tough defence of
Nuwaidrat’s Abbas Jameel during

their game last night

Bahrain
Autocross
holds third
round of
action
tomorrow

TDT | Manama

he third round of Bah-
rain Autocross will be
held tomorrow at the Bah-
rain International Circuit
(BIC) vehicle dynamics area.

A number of top racers
participated in the first two
rounds, offering the audi-
ence avery competitive per-
formance.

The Bahrain Motor Fed-
eration’s Autocross and
Drift Committee has com-
pleted all preparations
for the third round of the
season, including the race
track.

The committee invited
racers wishing to partic-
ipate to register for the
round.

It urged all participants
to comply with motor
sports laws and regulations
to ensure the safety of the
race.

Registration for the race
starts at 8pm. Action begins
soon after.

dprluu_QnJouj.u

M EG

CLEARANCE .SALE.

Promotion Period : 29th March to 1st April 2023
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