
IF YOU ARE WORKING ON SOMETHING 
THAT YOU REALLY CARE ABOUT, YOU 
DON’T HAVE TO BE PUSHED. THE VISION 
PULLS YOU
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IN 

HISTORY
Frederick I Barbarossa, Holy 
Roman Emperor, crowned King of 
Burgundy

House of Burgesses Virginia forms, 
1st elective American governing 

body

The Charles, considered the world’s first 
“oil tanker”, departs from the United 
States headed for Europe with a bulk 
capacity of 7,000 barrels of oil

1st Penguin book is published, 
starting the paperback 

revolution

C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R

TOP 

4
TWEETS

04

03

01

We are glad to see 
the government 

of #Pakistan’s political 
commitment to accel-
erating the response to 
viral #hepatitis, includ-
ing the launch of Prime 
Minister @CMShehbaz‘s 
National Hepatitis Elim-
ination Initiative, which 
aims to test and treat 
50% of the most at-risk 
populations

@DrTedros

This nation was found-
ed on a simple yet 

profound principle: No 
one is above the law.Not 
the President of the Unit-
ed States. Not a justice on 
the Supreme Court of the 
United States. So today, 
I’m calling for three bold 
reforms to restore trust 
and accountability to the 
court

@POTUS

The Gender Death Gap 
seems a lot wider 

than the Gender Pay Gap.
@elonmusk

Today, @SecDef Aus-
tin and I met with 

Japanese Foreign Min-
ister Kamikawa and De-
fense Minister Kihara. 
We reaffirmed the Unit-
ed States’ commitment 
to deepen defense indus-
try and technology co-
operation and discussed 
ways to implement stra-
tegic initiatives for our 
important Alliance.

@SecBlinken

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

02

News in brief 
 u South Africa’s ruling ANC 
yesterday expelled its former leader 
ex-president Jacob Zuma for leading 
a rival party into elections following 
disciplinary proceedings. The African 
National Congress, which lost its 
absolute parliamentary majority for 
the first time in May largely due to 
Zuma’s defection, said the veteran 
politician’s conduct was “irreconcilable” with 
its constitution. “Former President Jacob 
Zuma has actively impugned the integrity of 
the ANC and campaigned to dislodge the ANC 
from power while claiming that he had not 
yet severed his membership,” ANC Secretary 
General Fikile Mbalula told a press conference. He was thus “expelled” from the 
party, Mbalula said.

u Nicolas Maduro was declared the winner of Venezuela’s presidential 
election Sunday but the opposition and key regional neighbours immediately 
rejected the official results. The opposition coalition itself claimed victory, 

after an election campaign tainted by accusations of 
political intimidation and fears of fraud, and following 
predictions by pollsters that Maduro would lose but 
was unlikely to concede after more than a decade 
in power. He won re-election with 51.2 percent of 
votes, while opposition candidate Edmundo Gonzalez 
Urrutia received 44.2 percent, according to the 
electoral council (CNE), which in its majority is loyal 

to the president. Maduro, 61, addressed celebrating 
supporters at the presidential palace minutes after the 
announcement.

u Iran said yesterday it has resumed diplomatic 
ties with The Gambia, according to Tehran’s foreign 
ministry, almost 14 years 

after they were severed by Banjul. “Following the 
meeting of the high-ranking officials of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran and the Republic of The Gambia...
both sides decided to announce the resumption of 
diplomatic relations on July 29, 2024 in order to 
secure the interests of the two countries,” the ministry 
said in a statement. The statement came after Iran’s 
acting foreign minister Ali Bagheri met his Gambian 
counterpart Mamadou Tangara. The Gambia’s top 
diplomat is in Tehran to attend the inauguration 
ceremony of the Iranian president, Masoud 
Pezeshkian, which is scheduled for Tuesday.

Maduro 
declared 
Venezuela 
election winner, 
opposition reject 

result

Iran, The 
Gambia resume 
diplomatic ties

South Africa’s 
ex-leader Zuma 
expelled from ruling 

ANC

Israel and the United States 
have blamed the attack 

on Lebanon’s Iran-backed 
Hezbollah group, which has 
traded near-daily fire with 

Israeli forces since the start 
of the Gaza war in early 

October.

KNOW WHAT

Olympic 
commentator 
removed after 
sexist remark
AFP | Paris, France

Television broadcaster 
Eurosport yesterday re-

moved a commentator from 
its Paris Olympics coverage 
after he made a sexist re-
mark during the swimming 
competition.

Bob Ballard made the 
comment about Australia’s 
swimmers after they won 
the women’s 4x100m free-
style relay gold on Saturday.

In a clip which went vi-
ral on social media, Ballard 
said: “Well, the women just 
finishing up. You know what 
women are like... hanging 
around, doing their make-
up.”

Ballard’s co-commentator 
Lizzie Simmonds called the 
remark “outrageous”.

“During a segment of 
Eurosport’s coverage last 
night, commentator Bob 
Ballard made an inappro-
priate comment,” Eurosport 
said in a statement.

“To that end, he has been 
removed from our commen-
tary roster with immediate 
effect.”

There was no immediate 
reaction from Ballard.

North Korea 
mobilises military 
helicopters for 
flood rescue
AFP | Seoul, South Korea

North Korea deployed 
military helicopters to 

bring thousands of people 
stranded in a flood-hit zone 
to safety, state media report-
ed yesterday.

The official Korean Cen-
tral News Agency (KCNA) 
reported leader Kim Jong 
Un last week “personally 
guided” a military rescue 
-- including 10 helicopters 
and navy lifeboats -- shak-
ing the hands of the pilots 
“one by one”.

Kim reprimanded of-
ficials for their failure to 
prepare and respond to 
the recent torrential rains, 
despite previous orders 
to enhance the country’s 
measures against natural 
disasters, it said.

Last week, North Korea 
conducted a crisis response 
meeting to discuss strate-
gies to mitigate the impact 
of natural disasters on ag-
riculture.

North Korea has been 
enduring record-breaking 
downpours, and one day in 
July Kaesong City experi-
enced an unprecedented 
463 mm (18.2 inches) of 
rain.

Residents evacuated by 
helicopter after record-breaking 
heavy rains in the city of Sinuiju, 
North Pyongan province

Flame-free Olympic ring of fire becomes Games symbol
AFP | Paris, France

The Olympic cauldron teth-
ered to a balloon in an iconic 

Paris park has become one of the 
hottest tickets at the 2024 Games 
with thousands flocking every 
day to see the seven metre (23 
feet) wide ring of environmental-
ly friendly fire.

The cauldron flies into the 
Parisian sky at sunset each 
day under a 30-metre balloon 
in the Jardin des Tuilleries  
park.

The flame made up of clouds of 
mist lit by LED rays has become a 
much-talked about symbol of the 
Games since it was lit by French 
sporting icons Teddy Riner and 
Marie-Jose Perec at Friday’s 
opening ceremony.

Visitors now pack the park, 
with all available 10,000 daily 
slots to see the flame taken until 
the Games close on August 11.

Organisers have promised to 
add more slots. “We’re victims 
of our own success,” they said 
online.

‘Join the party’

Virginie Decosta took her 
11-year-old daughter and 6-year-

old son to the gardens at the 
weekend.

“It’s for the kids, so they can 
join the party too,” the 43-year-
old told AFP.

Decosta and her husband are 
planning to see BMX and basket-
ball, but their children will have 
to stay home.

“They won’t have access to the 
Games,” she said, adding that 
Olympic tickets were “too ex-
pensive.”

“But at their level they under-
stand the importance of what’s 
going on,” she said.

Paris’s newest tourist attraction 
is free. Three hundred people are 
admitted to see the flame every 
quarter of an hour between 11:00 
am and 7:00 pm.

‘Clean energy’
French designer Mathieu Le-

hanneur, 49, said he wanted to 

make the cauldron as accessible, 
visible and open “as possible.”

It is a nod to the hot air bal-
loon invented by the Montgolfier 
brothers, the 18th century French 
aviation pioneers.

Wearing a cap emblazoned with 
the Olympic rings, American Nel-
ly Li said she came “to admire this 
new invention, which is environ-
mentally friendly and uses clean 
energy.”

Baptiste Ferlin, a 35-year-old 
teacher, came to the Tuileries gar-
dens to “enjoy the party.”

Ferlin said he loved the idea of 
turning Paris into “an Olympic 
stadium” and is happily taking 
advantage of the opportunity to 
“experience the atmosphere of 
the Games.”

Arriving from the Paris sub-
urbs, he walked along the Seine 
before coming to see the flame.

“It makes for a wild party!”

An aerial view of a ballon attached to the cauldron (unseen) in the Tuileries garden 
during the opening ceremony of the Paris 2024 Olympic Games in Paris

Lebanon on alert as Israel 
mulls response to deaths

AFP | Beirut, Lebanon

Airlines suspended 
flights to Lebanon 
yesterday as dip-

lomatic efforts were un-
derway to contain soaring 
tensions between Hezbol-
lah and Israel after deadly 
rocket fire in the annexed 
Golan Heights.

Mourners gathered in 
the Golan Heights town of 
Majdal Shams for the fu-
neral of 11-year-old Guevara 
Ibrahim, the last of 12 vic-
tims -- all aged 10 to 16 -- of 
the rocket that hit a foot-
ball pitch in the Druze Arab 
community on Saturday.

Lebanese Foreign Minis-
ter Abdallah Bou Habib said 
a flurry of diplomatic activi-
ty has sought to contain the 
anticipated Israeli response, 
after Defence Minister Yoav 
Gallant threatened to “hit 

the enemy hard”.
“Israel will escalate in a 

limited way and Hezbollah 
will respond in a limited 
way... These are the assur-
ances we’ve received,” Bou 

Habib said in an interview 
late Sunday with local 
broadcaster Al-Jadeed.

The United States, France 
and others were trying to 
contain the escalation, he 

added, while Lebanese 
Prime Minister Najib Mi-
kati had also said that “talks 
are ongoing with interna-
tional, European and Arab 
sides to protect Lebanon 

and ward off dangers”.
Several airlines includ-

ing Lufthansa, Air France 
and Transavia announced 
Monday the suspension of 
their Beirut lines. But in 
central Beirut, shop owner 
Muhammad Saad, 53, said 
life went on as usual. “We’re 
already at war, what more 
could happen?” he told AFP.

Hezbollah has denied 
responsibility for the Ma-
jdal Shams rocket attack, 
though the group claimed 
multiple strikes on Israeli 
military positions that day.

Israeli  Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu, 
who visited the site of the 
rocket strike Monday, has 
said “Hezbollah will pay a 
heavy price”. He convened 
Sunday his security cabinet, 
whose members “author-
ised the prime minister and 
the defence minister to de-

cide on the manner and tim-
ing of the response”, Netan-
yahu’s office said without 
elaborating. Hezbollah has 
evacuated some positions 
in south and east Lebanon, 
a source close to the group 
told AFP.

Passengers wait at Rafic Hariri International Airport after flights were delayed or cancelled in Beirut

Bangladesh protests resume 
after ultimatum ignored

AFP | Dhaka, Bangladesh

Bangladeshi students held 
scattered street protests 

yesterday after Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina’s government 
ignored an ultimatum to re-
lease their leaders and apolo-
gise for those killed in deadly 
unrest.

Student rallies against civil 
service job quotas this month 
sparked days of violence that 
killed at least 205 people in-
cluding several police officers, 
according to an AFP count of 
police and hospital data.

The clashes were some of 
the worst of Hasina’s 15-year 
tenure but her government has 
since largely restored order by 
deploying troops, imposing a 
curfew and shutting down the 
internet nationwide.

At least half a dozen leaders 
of Students Against Discrimi-
nation, the group that organ-
ised the initial protests, are 
among thousands since taken 
into police custody.

“The government is contin-
uing to show complete and 
utter insensitivity to our move-
ment,” Abdul Kader, one of the 
group’s coordinators, said in a 
statement.

“We are requesting all cit-
izens of Bangladesh to show 
solidarity with our demands 
and join in our movement.”

Several protests were staged 
in the capital Dhaka and else-
where in Bangladesh on Mon-

day, but they were only a frac-
tion of the size of those seen 
earlier in the month.

Police charged with batons 
to break up one protest on 
Dhaka’s outskirts, arresting 
at least 20 people, newspaper 
Prothom Alo reported.

Security forces were de-
ployed widely elsewhere in the 
teeming megacity of 20 million 
to deter other demonstrations.

Students Against Discrim-
ination leaders had vowed to 
end a week-long moratorium 
on new demonstrations if po-
lice failed to release their lead-
ers by Sunday evening.

The group’s demands also 
include a public apology from 
Hasina for the violence, the 
dismissal of several of her 
ministers, and the reopening 
of schools and universities 
around the country that were 
shuttered at the height of the 
unrest. At least 9,000 people 
have been arrested nationwide 
since the unrest began, accord-
ing to Prothom Alo.

Troops are still patrolling 
urban areas and a nationwide 
curfew remains in force but it 
has been progressively eased 
since the start of last week.

Bangladesh’s mobile inter-
net network was restored on 
Sunday, 11 days after a nation-
wide blackout imposed at the 
height of the unrest, in another 
sign of the government’s confi-
dence that it was in control of 
the situation.

Police personnel guide Momotaz Nahar (L), mother of the detained 
Bangladesh quota reform movement leader and Students Against 
Discrimination group’s chief Nahid Islam, as she arrives at the Detective 
Branch office of Bangladesh police, where Nahid is held, in Dhaka

Six candidates vie to lead UK’s 
embattled Conservative party
AFP | London, United Kingdom

Six senior UK Conservatives 
will face off in the party 

leadership contest to succeed 
Rishi Sunak, as the deadline 
for candidates to enter the race 
passed yesterday. 

Right-wing favourite Kemi 
Badenoch was the last to throw 
her hat in the ring to replace 
Sunak, who resigned after the 
party’s historic general election 
defeat on July 4.

James Cleverly, Robert Jen-
rick, Priti Patel, Mel Stride and 
Tom Tugendhat will also be in 
the running for the top job to 
replace Sunak, who has official-
ly stepped down but will stay 
on until a successor is elected.

Party MPs will hold a series of 

votes to narrow the list down to 
four candidates, who will make 
their pitches at the Conserva-
tive Party conference at the end 
of September, and the MPs will 
then decide on a final pair.

The party’s membership will 
then vote for the winner, set to 
be announced on November 2.

Now in opposition, after 14 

years in power, the party will 
need a candidate who can unite 
the 121 Tory MPs remaining in 
parliament.

The nominees will have to 
show they can win back voters 
that defected to the hard-right 
Reform UK party in the election, 
raising fears among Tories that 
they were losing their core elec-
toral base.

Badenoch -- who served 
as secretary for business and 
trade, and minister for women 
and equalities in Sunak’s cabi-
net -- announced her leadership 
bid in the Times newspaper.

She wrote that Tory prime 
ministers had allowed the 
country to become “increasing-
ly liberal” and tolerated “nasty 
identity politics”.

Sunak

Children reported 
wounded in 
suspected UK knife 
attack
London, United Kingdom

A suspected knife attack 
in northern England 

yesterday left at least eight 
people injured, believed to 
include children, emergen-
cy services said.

Police said armed of-
ficers had detained a male 
and seized a knife after be-
ing called to a property in 
Southport, near Liverpool 
in north-west England, at 
11.50am (1050 GMT). "There 
are a number of reported 
casualties," said a police 
statement. The North West 
Ambulance Service (NWAS) 
said it had "treated eight 
patients with stab injuries 
who have been taken to 
Alder Hey Children's Hos-
pital, Aintree University 
Hospital and Southport and 
Formby hospital."

UK not yet ready for new 
EU border system: Govt
AFP | London, United Kingdom

The UK government said 
yesterday that it was not 

ready for new European Union 
border checks as it announced 
new measures aimed at avoid-
ing major disruption at ports.

The introduction of an au-
tomated entry and exit sys-
tem (EES), expected in com-
ing months, has raised fears of 
delays for people travelling to 
Europe on trains and ferries.

French border police carry 
out checks for these journeys 
on British soil before boarding.

Seema Malhotra, a Home 
Office minister, told parlia-
ment that the government was 
“not content with the level of 

preparations” put in place by 
the previous Conservative gov-
ernment, which lost a general 
election on July 4.

“The system will increase 
processing times,” she warned, 
adding that “disruption” was 
likely when the scheme starts.

Malhotra announced new 
steps, including creating ad-
ditional capacity for French 
border officers in Dover, the 
main cross-Channel port.

More than 100 injured when train, truck collide in S. Russia
AFP | Moscow, Russia

At least 100 people were in-
jured yesterday when a 

passenger train carrying more 
than 800 passengers collided 
with a truck at a railway cross-
ing in southern Russia, officials 
 said.

Video published on social me-
dia showed parts of what ap-
peared to be the truck scattered 
on a grassy embankment beside a 
railway track, where several train 
carriages lay on their side.

The train was carrying around 
800 passengers between the cit-
ies of Kazan and Adler when it 
collided with the truck at an “un-
guarded crossing”, the governor 
of the southern Volgograd region, 
Andrei Bocharov, said.

“Emergency rescue work is be-
ing carried out at the site of the 

train derailment. Nine carriag-
es derailed. Seven of them over-
turned. Provisionally, more than 
100 people have been injured,” 
the emergency situations ministry 
said. About 30 people were hos-
pitalised, including 15 children, 
and 22 ambulance crews were 
despatched to the scene to treat 
the injured, the TASS news agency 
reported.

The country’s Investigative 
Committee said it had launched 
a criminal probe into the incident.

Russian Railways, the state-run 
operator, blamed the driver of the 
truck for the incident.

“The driver grossly violated 
traffic rules and drove onto the 
crossing when the signalling sys-
tem was functioning properly,” 
it said.

“The train driver applied emer-
gency brakes but the collision 
could not be avoided because of 
the short distance. The train was 
travelling at 65 kilometres per 
hour (40 mph),” it added.

Seoul spy agency says N. Korean 
leader's daughter is 'likely successor'

AFP | Seoul, South Korea

North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un is grooming 

his teenage daughter as his 
successor to lead the nucle-
ar-armed state, according to 
South Korean MPs briefed by 
Seoul's spy agency yesterday. 

The daughter, Kim Ju Ae, 
whose age has not been con-
firmed, has been seen with her 
father at a variety of events, 
fuelling speculation that Kim 
Jong Un has chosen her as heir 
apparent to lead a fourth gen-
eration of hereditary rule by 
his family.

MP Lee Seong-kweun said 
the National Intelligence Ser-
vice (NIS) has judged that she 
has been chosen as heir.

"Pyongyang is teaching Kim 
Ju Ae to be heir apparent, in-
dicating she's the most likely 
successor," Lee told reporters 
after the agency briefing.

The NIS also told parliamen-
tarians that Kim Jong Un is 
now "heavily overweight" at 
"around 140kg", putting him 
at "high risk of heart-related 

illness".
Kim, who is widely known 

to be a cigarette smoker, was 
said to have shown symptoms 
of high blood pressure and dia-
betes in his early 30s, Lee said, 
quoting the NIS.

North Korea also appears 
to be adjusting Kim Ju Ae's 
level of exposure to the public, 
monitoring how North Kore-
ans react to her role as poten-
tial successor, the NIS told MPs.

More than half of her out-
ings with her father were re-
lated to military activity, such 
as overseeing drills, the agency 
told lawmakers.

Kim Ju Ae was referred to 
as a “great person of guidance” 
— “hyangdo” in Korean — by 
state media in March, a term 
typically reserved for top lead-
ers and their successors.

“Considering the word 
‘hyangdo’ was used, which is 
only reserved for a leader or 
successor, the NIS is assess-
ing the succession plan is in 
shape to some extent,” Park 
Sun-won, another MP, told re-
porters.

Most of Kim Ju-ae’s outings with her father Kim Jong-un

The train was carrying around 800 passengers

Iran’s new president 
warns Israel against 
attacking Lebanon
Tehran, Iran

Iran’s new President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian yester-

day warned Israel against 
attacking Lebanon as ten-
sions soar over a deadly 
rocket strike in the Israe-
li-annexed Golan Heights 
blamed on Tehran-backed 
Hezbollah.

“The Zionist regime (Isra-
el) will make a great mistake 
with heavy consequences if 
it attacks Lebanon,” Pezesh-
kian said during a call with 
French President Emma-
nuel Macron, according to 
the Iranian president’s web-
site. Pezeshkian assumed 
official responsibilities on 
Sunday after official en-
dorsement from supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali Khama-
nei, and is to be sworn in to 
parliament on Tuesday.  The 
Islamic republic has hailed 
Hamas’s October 7 attack 
on Israel that sparked the 
Gaza war but denied any 
involvement.


