
Sainz signs two-year deal to race for Williams amid ‘complex’ F1 driver market
AFP | London

Carlos Sainz announced yes-
terday that he had signed a 

two-year deal to race for Wil-
liams starting from the 2025 
season amid what he said 
was an “exceptionally com-
plex” market for Formula One  
drivers.

The 29-year-old Spaniard 
will leave Ferrari at the end of 

the 2024 campaign after sev-
en-time world champion Lewis 
Hamilton was announced as his 
replacement at the Italian giants 
earlier this year.

Sainz has won three F1 races 
so far in his career, the most 
recent at the Australian Grand 
Prix in March.

Having previously driven for 
Toro Rosso, Renault and McLar-
en, Sainz had been linked with 

several teams for the 2025 sea-
son including Alpine, Sauber 
and Mercedes.

But yesterday it was con-
firmed he had agreed an initial 
two-year deal at Williams, with 
an option to extend.

“I am very happy to an-
nounce that I will be joining 
Williams Racing from 2025 
onwards,” Sainz said in a team  
statement.

Peaty positive for Covid 
after winning Olympic silver
AFP | Paris

Adam Peaty tested posi-
tive for Covid at the Paris 

Olympics yesterday, the British 
team said, a day after winning 
silver in the 100m breaststroke 
despite apparently feeling un-
der the weather.

The decorated 29-year-old 

“is hopeful to be back in com-
petition for the relay events 
later in the swimming pro-
gramme”, according to a Team 
GB statement.

“Adam Peaty began feeling 
unwell on Sunday, ahead of 
his men’s 100m breaststroke 
final,” it said.
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Carlos Sainz reacts after a race

Shaikha Hessa bint Khalid celebrates landmark 
women’s representation at Paris Olympics
Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Shaikha Hessa bint Khalid 
Al Khalifa, Member of the 

Board of Directors of the Bah-
rain Olympic Committee and 
Chairperson of the Equal Op-
portunities Committee, ex-
pressed immense pride in the 
exceptional representation of 
Bahraini women at the 2024 
Paris Olympic Games.

For the first time, Bahrain’s 
Olympic team comprises an 

equal number of male and fe-
male athletes, with eight out of 

14 participants being women. 
This landmark achievement 
speaks to the progress of gender 
equality within Bahraini sports.

Shaikha Hessa attributed this 
success to the relentless efforts 
of the Olympic Committee, un-
der the leadership of His High-
ness Shaikh Khalid bin Ham-
ad Al Khalifa. She emphasized 
that these efforts have already 
yielded significant results, with 
Bahraini women securing four 
Olympic medals, including two 
golds and two silvers. The sup-

port and guidance of His High-
ness Sheikh Isa bin Ali Al Khal-
ifa, Vice President of the Olym-
pic Committee and head of the 
delegation, were also lauded.

“I am honored and proud of 
Team Bahrain’s athletes who 
have qualified for the 2024 
Paris Olympics. This moment 
is the culmination of years of 
effort, training, and dedica-
tion. I am confident that you 
will give your best at this global 
sporting event,” Shaikha Hessa  
stated.

Shaikha Hessa bint Khalid Al Khalifa

Pakistan beat India in U18 Volleyball
Pakistan, Iran, China, and Australia secure wins in 15th Asian Men’s U18 Volleyball Championship

• Pakistan secures  3-0 
victory with scores of 
25-20, 29-27, and 25-15

• Local Pakistani 
community in Bahrain 
gather to support team

• Bahrain’s 
international referee 
Ahmed Abdel Aal 
officiates match

TDT | Manama

Pakistan secured a con-
vincing 3-0 victory over 
arch-rival India in the 

15th Asian Men’s U18 Volley-
ball Championship on Monday, 
boosting their chances of ad-
vancing to the next round of the 
tournament.

The Pakistani team dominat-
ed the match, winning three 
straight sets with scores of 25-
20, 29-27, and 25-15. This victory, 
their second consecutive win 
in the championship, propelled 
Pakistan to the top of Group D 
with 5 points.

Mohamed Yahya emerged as 
the star player for Pakistan, con-

tributing 18 points and proving 
instrumental in securing the 
win. The match, held in Bahrain, 
drew a significant crowd from 
the local Pakistani community.

India, now left with 3 points, 
faces a crucial match against 
South Korea in their final pre-

liminary round game. The out-
come of this match will deter-
mine India’s fate in the tour-
nament.

Australia Disrupts Group A
In Group A, Australia claimed 

an essential victory over Hong 

Kong, shaking up the standings 
and keeping all teams in the hunt 
for quarter-final spots. 

The match concluded with 
scores of 25-19, 26-24, 23-25, and 
28-26, despite numerous errors 
by the Australian team. Vimata-
ho led the Australian effort, 
scoring 24 points, highlighting 
his critical role in the win.

Japan Dominates Saudi Arabia
Japan, often dubbed the “Jap-

anese Computer,” effortlessly 
defeated Saudi Arabia in straight 
sets, with scores of 25-20, 25-18, 
and 25-14. 

This victory secures Japan’s 
qualification alongside Chinese 
Taipei into the quarter-finals 
from Group B. Player Iwata 
emerged as the top scorer for 
Japan, achieving 11 points, out-
shining teammates Masjedi and 
Maeda, who each scored 10 
points. 

Japan’s strategic play and 
strong defensive performance 
left Saudi Arabia struggling to 
keep up, particularly in the later 
rounds.

Iran Qualifies with a Win Over 
the Philippines

Iran announced its advance-
ment to the quarter-finals with a 
sweeping victory over the Phil-

ippines, finishing with scores of 
25-14, 25-20, and 27-25. 

The match displayed Iran’s 
offensive strength and strategic 
play, particularly in the first set. 

Despite the Philippines’ im-
proved performance in the sub-
sequent sets, Iran maintained 
control. 

Amir Naderi stood out as a key 
player, scoring 14 points along-
side Filipino standout Muktan-
gai, marking the second consec-
utive match where both players 
excelled.

China Overpowers Lebanon
China continued its dominant 

performance by defeating Leba-
non in straight sets, 25-15, 25-13, 
and 25-21, solidifying their posi-
tion at the top of Group C. 

The Chinese team displayed 
an exceptional offensive and 
defensive performance, over-
coming Lebanon with ease in the 
first two sets. 

Despite Lebanon’s efforts to 
regain momentum in the third 
set, China’s strategic changes 
and consistent play ensured 
their victory. 

Chinese player Yu Jiang 
scored 15 points, slightly ahead 
of teammate Li Jioyang with 14 
points, and Lebanon’s Sergey, 

who managed 11 points.

Chinese Taipei Outlasts 
Kazakhstan

Chinese Taipei edged out Ka-
zakhstan in a thrilling five-set 
match, winning 22-25, 25-23, 
25-17, 15-25, and 15-11. 

This win brings Chinese Tai-
pei closer to quarter-final qual-
ification. 

The match was marked by in-
tense competition and strategic 
plays from both sides. 

Chinese Taipei’s agile defense 
and effective counterattacks ul-
timately secured their victory.

The President of the Bahrain 
Volleyball Association, Shaikh 
Ali bin Mohamed Ali Al Khalifa, 
the Chinese Taipei Ambassador 
to Bahrain, Bob Gan, and mem-
bers of the Federation’s Board of 
Directors attended the match.

Ahmed Abdel Aal’s Role in 
Tournament Officiating

Bahrain’s international referee 
Ahmed Abdel Aal officiated the 
match between Lebanon and 
China. 

Previously, he also served as 
the second referee for the open-
ing day clash between Korea 
and Pakistan, which ended in a 
tiebreaker.

Action from Pakistan’s match against India

Action from Australia’s match against Hong Kong

Players of Iran and Philippines during their matchAction from Japan vs Saudi Arabia

Stimac looks to late show in must-win Asian Cup clash
AFP | Doha

Igor Stimac said his goal-shy 
India will try and wear down 

Syria and look to hit them late 
on in a must-win Asian Cup 
clash on today.

India face Syria in Qatar 
with the knockout rounds still 
a possibility for both teams 

despite neither yet winning a 
match or even scoring a goal 
after two games.

Australia have sealed one of 
the spots out of Group B but 
with the top two and possibly 
even third place also qualify-
ing, it is all to play for. Uzbeki-
stan are second, ahead of Syria 
and India.

Stage set for golf spectacle
Royal Golf Club’s Juan Manuel Fuentes Perez discusses course upgrades and excitement

• Pérez shares his 
vision for the Bahrain 
Championship, aiming 
to raise awareness 
of golf, position 
Bahrain as a premium 
destination, and grow 
the game locally

TDT | Manama

The Royal Golf Club’s gen-
eral manager Juan Ma-
nuel Fuentes Pérez shares 

his views ahead of the upcoming 
Bahrain Championship present-
ed by Bapco Energies, as the DP 
World Tour returns to Bahrain 
for the first time in 13 years this 
February 1 to 4.

How is the course and the 
venue looking ahead of the 
tournament?

JP: It was a mega sprint to-
wards the end but we made it 
happen. We always believed in 
it, some days it was really tough 
but the course is better than ever 
before with the changes we’ve 
made. Now the guys are here 
setting everything up for the 
tournament so it’s starting to 
look like something big is hap-
pening and it’s exciting.

Talk us through the up-
grades that have been done 
to the course in preparation 
for the DP World Tour stars 
coming to town?

JP: The main aspect has been 
the redesign of 10 greens. The 
main intention was to provide 
new and more pin locations to 
the existing greens but most 
importantly to upgrade and 
improve the playability of the 
course for our members and 
guests. To bring the course up 
to date and make it more user 
friendly at the same time. The 
greens used to be very undu-
lated. The main designer from 

European Golf Design, Robin 
Heisman, has been involved 
with us on the changes. Some of 
the holes have been completely 
redesigned and transformed, 
others have been partially 
changed. Everyone, including 
all our members, is super excited 
about the changes. It’s like a new 
course!

So, it’s actually been about 
making the course more play-
able rather than harder?

JP: Exactly, making it more 
playable so for our visitors, it’s 
like having a new product and 
they get rewarded for their good 
shots. It’s a fairer test now which 

is what it should have been from 
the beginning. Aside from the 
greens, we’ve done a redesign 
of every bunker on the course. 
We’ve put in new liners and 
brought in crushed marble sand 
from Oman – one of the best 
sands you can get. We’ve rede-
signed the landscape as well to 
make it more visually appealing 
and to make the desert land that 
frames the course fairer in terms 
of playability again as well. So, 
it’s a whole new design with the 
objective of helping the players, 
all players, not just the DP World 
Tour pros.

What do you think the host-
ing of the Bahrain Champi-
onship presented by Bapco 
Energies will bring to the golf 
club and to Bahrain itself?

JP: For me the key thing it will 
bring is awareness of the game. 
I think F1 is a good example of 
how the profile of a sport has 
been raised significantly by host-
ing a big event here. We want to 
position Bahrain as a premium 
destination for golf and hospi-
tality, to showcase the country. 
Really grow the game of golf and 
show the people that this is a 
game that is played internation-
ally at all levels. It’s a cool sport 
that can be played by the whole 

family. Basically, to discover golf 
in the country and I think the 
tournament will be a huge ben-
efit for that.

What will be the main chal-
lenges posed by the Royal Golf 
Club course for the DP World 
Tour players?

JP: It’s a very challenging 
course and the players that will 
succeed will be the ones who 
know how to adjust to the winds. 
The wind can change from day 
to day so you might find four 
different golf courses through-
out the tournament. They will 
also have to have an impeccable 
short game and strong putting. 
They need to be very precise 
with the trajectory approaching 
the greens and know where to 
place the ball to have the best 
birdie chances. Tee to fairway, 
they’ll be okay – it’s challenging 
but they’re really good players so 
they’ll be okay but the difficulty 
will come in the approach shots. 
It will be fun to watch.

The DP World Tour has not 

come to Bahrain for 13 years, 
can you feel the excitement 
building ahead of the tourna-
ment?

JP: Everyone is really excited 
and I think people will be sur-
prised at how many fans will 
come and watch. I have to say, 
the DP World Tour is doing an 
amazing job to showcase some-
thing really spectacular with this 
event. We didn’t even have to go 
out and look for volunteers, peo-
ple came to us. Everyone wants 
to be part of this tournament. 
Bahrain is a country where 
when something is happening, 
the whole population turns out 
for it and gets behind it. It’s not 
going to be only a golf event, it’s 
going to be something bigger 
and the DP World Tour are really 
making this happen. There will 
be entertainment, kids club, and 
many different activities for peo-
ple to enjoy as well as the golf.

What can the DP World Tour 
players and travelling fans ex-
pect in terms of the hospitality 
granted to them by the King-
dom of Bahrain?

JP: I first came here in 2015 
and then moved away and came 
back again. I went to a few dif-
ferent countries, including my 
home country Spain, before 

I returned. I have to tell you, 
Bahrain is the most hospitable 
country in the world. It has to be 
experienced. Obviously, the UAE, 
Qatar etc are amazing countries 
but Bahrain is special. It’s a fam-
ily-oriented country – Bahrainis 
are proud of their country. They 
like to showcase their country 
and they will open their homes 
to people. They’re just waiting 
to show everyone what Bahrain 
has to offer.

General admission to the Bah-
rain Championship presented by 
Bapco Energies is free of charge 
for spectators, while there are 
also a host of premium experi-
ences available.

Tickets will include access to 
the tournament’s Village Square, 
which will boast a wealth of ac-
tivities for the whole family to 
enjoy. Little ones will be enter-
tained in the Kids Zone with 
face painting, glitter stations and 
roaming entertainers, while live 
music from local bands, free golf 
lessons, delicious food and bev-
erage options and an activation 
dedicated to Bahraini culture 
will ensure fans enjoy the off-
course action just as much as the 
thrilling golf on offer at Royal 
Golf Club.
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 A golfer plays The Royal Golf Club’s championship course Juan Manuel Fuentes Perez

The main aspect has 
been the redesign 
of 10 greens. The 

main intention was 
to provide new and 
more pin locations 

to the existing 
greens but most 

importantly to 
upgrade and improve 

the playability of 
the course for our 

members and guests. 
To bring the course 

up to date and make 
it more user friendly 

at the same time
Bahrain is the most 
hospitable country 
in the world. It has 
to be experienced. 

Obviously, the 
UAE, Qatar etc are 
amazing countries 

but Bahrain is 
special. It’s a family-

oriented country

It’s not going to 
be only a golf 

event, it’s going 
to be something 

bigger and the DP 
World Tour are 

really making this 
happen. There will 
be entertainment, 

kids club, and many 
different activities 

for people to enjoy as 
well as the golf

Najma claim three-set sweep of Ahli
• Victors claim 
second straight win 
to increase chances of 
advancing to Golden 
Square semi-finals

TDT | Manama

Al Najma continued their re-
surgence last night in their 

hopes of booking a berth in the 
Golden Square semi-finals of 
the 2023/2024 Isa bin Rashid 
Bahrain Volleyball League.

Najma overcame heavily fa-
voured Al Ahli in a stunning 
three-set sweep for their sec-
ond successive victory in the 
Top Six, thus increasing their 
chances of qualifying for the last  
four.

Najma were in control for vir-
tually the entire contest except 
for a brief period late in the sec-
ond set, but they were able to 
claim the well-deserved victory 
with a 3-0 (25-17, 25-23, 25-14) 
score line.

Spearheading Najma in their 
win last night were Swedish 

import Jacob Link and top Bah-
raini talents Fadhel Abbas, Has-

san Dhahi, Hussain Mahdi and 
Mahmood Hassa, among others.

For Ahli, they relied on Ali 
Ebrahim, Nasser Anan, Hani Ali, 
Hassan Shakhouri and newly 
signed Montenegro professional 
Marko Vukasinovic.

Najma improved to a 4-5 win-
loss record in the Top Six table, 
while Ahli dropped their sec-
ond straight game to go to a 6-3 
mark. Despite the loss, Ahli are 
virtually assured of their place 
in the Golden Square.

The Top Six is being played 
in a double round-robin to de-
termine the cast for the semis. 
Action continues tonight with 
defending champions Dar Ku-
laib facing Nabih Saleh, who are 
also contending for a semi-final 
berth.

Following this week’s play, 
this stage of the league will wrap 
up on January 28 and 29. On 
the 28th, Nasser play Najma 
and Muharraq take on Nabih 
Saleh. On the 29th, Ahli and 
Dar Kulaib lock horns in a game 
between the top two clubs so  
far.

Al Najma’s Jacob Link attacks the net during their game against Al Ahli last night


