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Involving guardians in 
children’s education

HRH Prince Salman announces parent induction day in public schools 

TDT | Manama

The Deputy King, His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al 

Khalifa, announced a parent in-
duction day to be held by public 
schools as part of His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa’s 
directive to further improve ed-
ucation services.

The event will introduce par-
ents to educational and admin-

istrative bodies, where they will 
be given a folder with informa-
tion on the new academic year.

The Deputy King, His Roy-
al Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, made the 
announcement yesterday as 
he chaired the weekly Cabinet 
meeting at Gudaibiya Palace.

Based on HM the King’s di-
rectives and HRH the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister’s or-
ders in preparation for the rein-
statement of in-person learning 

across all educational institu-
tions, each folder will contain 
a voucher for guardians with 
children in public schools to 
purchase school stationary and 
supplies.

Amid the start of the 2022-
2023 academic year, the Cabi-
net extended its best wishes to 
students and educational and 
administrative bodies for a suc-
cessful school year.

The Cabinet urged the contin-
uation of initiatives to further 

enhance the educational system 
and services in public schools.

The Cabinet approved the 
comprehensive update for the 
attestation of university degrees 
and academic qualifications.

The update will facilitate the 
employment process for citi-
zens and take into account the 
necessary attestation needs of 
academic qualifications for spe-
cialised professions in the fields 
of medicine, engineering, and 
others, in accordance with their 

relevant procedures.

Meeting praised
The Cabinet commended the 

outcomes of the meeting held 
in Egypt between His Majesty 
King Hamad, Egypt President 
Abdel Fattah Al Sisi, the UAE 
President His Highness Shaikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
and the King of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan, HM King 
Abdulla II Ibn Al Hussein.

The Cabinet stressed the im-
portance of such meetings in 
cementing strategic relations 
between the four countries with 
stronger cooperation and co-
ordination to unite efforts and 
overcome common regional 
challenges.

The Cabinet expressed its 
deepest condolences to Pakistan 
and the families of the victims of 
the floods and torrential rains 
caused by the unprecedented 
monsoon rains that swept a 
number of areas and wished a 
speedy recovery to those who 
were injured.

HRH the Deputy King chairs the weekly Cabinet meeting

Cabinet approves 
memorandum on 
water transmission 
networks project
TDT | Manama

The Cabinet approved 
a memorandum by the 

Ministerial Committee 
for Legal and Legislative 
Affairs regarding a draft 
law ratifying the loan and 
guarantee agreements be-
tween the Government of 
the Kingdom of Bahrain and 
the Abu Dhabi Fund for De-
velopment to finance the 
project in developing wa-
ter transmission networks 
associated with the second 
phase of the Al Dur Power 
and Water Plant.

Other memorandums dis-
cussed and approved were 
the following:

1.  A memorandum by the 
Ministerial Committee for 
Legal and Legislative Af-
fairs on the ratification of 
the framework agreement, 
and the agency and guaran-
tee agreements between the 
Government of the King-
dom of Bahrain and the Is-
lamic Development Bank. 
The agreements aim to fi-
nance the second phase of 
the project, which includes 
the improvement, transpor-
tation and distribution of 
water from the Al Dur Pow-
er and Water Plant.

2. A memorandum by the 
Minister of Housing and 
Urban Planning regarding 
the acquisition of real estate 
for public use.

Georgia-stranded Bahraini 
families ‘enroute to homes’  
Staff Reporter

TDT | Manama

The Bahraini families strand-
ed at an international air-

port in Georgia are on their 
way home, thanks to the quick 
intervention into the matter by 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

It is learnt that the ministry 
officials got in touch with the 
airlines, which, without any 
notice, cancelled the flight from 
Kutaisi International Airport in 
Georgia to Abu Dhabi, pushing 
the families into great distress. 

Left with no money to af-
ford lodging as well as food, 
the members of the stranded 
families would contact our sis-
ter newspaper Al Ayam, which 
drew the Foreign Ministry’s at-
tention into the matter through 

a special report. 
The families have flown to 

Abu Dhabi from where they 
will be taking a connection 
flight to the Kingdom. The min-
istry thanked the airline man-
agement for fixing the issue 
while arranging flight service 
for the “stranded families”. 

Earlier, speaking to Al Ayam, 
Muhammad Abdullah, one of 
the passengers in the group, 
said: “Concluding our trip to 
Georgia, we went to the inter-
national airport in Kutaisi to 
catch a flight for Abu Dhabi, 
which is the transit before fly-
ing to the Kingdom. We were 
really shocked to know that the 
flight had been cancelled hours 
before the scheduled take off 
time.

“We approached the flight’s 

counter and explained our or-
deal to them. However, their re-
sponse was a thunderbolt to us.

“They gave us three options: 
return by booking new tick-
ets of other airlines or travel to 
a different nation at our own 
expense and book a different 
flight back home from there, 
or wait there for 10 days for the 
departure.”

Muhammad added, “We in-
formed them that hardly we 
possessed the money or oth-
er resources to stay there for 
longer periods and the group 
comprised 13 individuals be-
longing to two Bahraini fami-
lies. But they showed no leni-
ence and refused to give hous-
ing as well as other facilities. 
We are now left with not many 
choices.”

350 security guards attend 
training for children’s safety
Staff Reporter

TDT | Manama

Security guards received traf-
fic control training ahead of 

the start of the school year to 
ensure safety of children.

Owing to the reduction in the 
number of Covid-19 cases, the 
schools throughout the King-
dom are getting set to ring next 
week to welcome back pupils 
after a lengthy break.

About 350 security guards 
attended the training course ti-

tled “Organising traffic in front 
of education facilities” that was 
organised by the School Secu-
rity and Safety Department’s 
Training and Career Develop-
ment Unit in collaboration with 
the General Directorate of Traf-
fic at the Ministry of Education 
Hall in Isa town.

This workshop is part of the 
Ministry of Education’s prepa-
rations for the start of the new 
school year and provides infor-
mation on various aspects of 
traffic regulations near schools.

For instance, ensuring stu-
dents’ safety while crossing the 
streets, dealing with offenders, 
and the implementation of the 
current system for identifying 
minor accidents and dealing 
with them in a timely manner.

Earlier, the Ministry of Ed-
ucation launched an updated 
‘back to school guide’ by includ-
ing the COVID-19 traffic light 
alert system for the 2021-22 
school year. Alongside, it had 
trained teams ready and safety 
regulations regarding traffic.
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Iran ‘offering’ advanced 
arms to Mideast proxies 
‘Joint efforts needed to defeat destabilising activities of Iran in the region’  
Staff Reporter

TDT | Manama

Tehran regime is offering 
advanced weapons to 
its proxies in the region, 

threatening the overall security 
of the Middle East, said US Air 
Forces Central (AFCENT) Com-
mander Lieutenant General 
Alexus G Grynkewich. 

This came as Lt Gen Gryn-
kewich held an on-the-record 
press briefing attended by jour-
nalists from Bahrain on Sunday. 
“Iran with a network of partners 
does threaten regional stability. 
But the provision of those part-
ners and proxies with advanced 
conventional weapons, and then 
Iran’s ability to control those 
partners and proxies either for 
their own ends or their inability 
to control them has led to the 
creation of armed groups that 
have advanced weapons they 
can use in destabilising ways 
that no one really has control of. 

“It’s something that is clearly 
a concern here. So Iranian be-
haviour in the region, primarily 
driven by its designs for regional 
hegemony, are another issue 
that has – that is certainly chal-
lenging here for us,” he pointed 
out.  

Lt Gen Grynkewich high-
lighted the significance of the 
90-day assessment carried out 
by US Central Command Com-
mander Erik Kurilla, adding 
that it lay emphasis on violent 
extremist organisations in the 
region. “They exist all over the 
world, of course, but some here 
have been sort of the ones that 

have been more aggressive in 
attacking our shared values and 
our shared systems of govern-
ment, starting all the way back 
before September 11th with Al 
Qaeda. And certainly we saw the 
scourge of ISIS as they grew and 
expanded across Iraq and Syria 
and Levant.  

“And those are something that 
all of us collectively, whether we 
live here in the region, whether 
we work here or whether we 
come from afar, have an inter-
est in countering and keeping 
under wraps.”

Gen Kurilla came up with 
a strategy for addressing the 
longer-term challenges that we 
collectively face, he said. “And 
I use the word ‘collectively’ in-
tentionally in that his main ap-
proach is all about regional part-
nership and it’s about partner-
ships over posture and thinking 
about how we strengthen our 
relationships in military-to-mil-
itary space with those in the 

region that share our views of 
what regional stability ought to 
look like and how we can col-
lectively work against common 
threats.”

Lt Gen Grynkewich said he 
has lined up his priorities as 
the serving Commander of US 
Air Forces Central. “The first 
one is about valuing the con-
tributions of our coalition part-
ners, valuing the contributions 
of our soldiers, sailors, airmen, 
and Marines, base force num-
bers that are in the air compo-
nent, that assist us on a daily 
basis with getting our mission  
done.  

“We value the contributions 
of everyone on the team, which 
includes a whole host of coali-
tion officers from the region and 
from outside the region here at 
my headquarters.  Then we’ll be 
able to innovate, capture all the 
ideas that they have, come up 
with some new ways of solving 
problems, and that then allows 

us to partner, and that’s the 
third point.  

“So we value, we innovate, 
and then we partner for strength 
with other nations in the region.  
Again, our – the air forces in 
the region, the air defense forc-
es of the region, and drive the 
partnership both bilaterally and 
multilaterally together to better 
defend ourselves – again, largely 
based on shared understanding 
and sharing information and 
intelligence. 

“And then, lastly, we want to 
prevail.  We want to prevail in 
our fight against ISIS that many 
of us have been involved in, cer-
tainly since 2014, and we want 
to prevail, again, in becoming 
that partner of choice here for 
everyone that we have long-
standing historic relationships 
with.”

On targeting threats from the 
part of IS and other insurgents, 
he said CENTCOM certainly has 
and AFCENT certainly has ad-
equate forces in the region to 
continue the fight against ISIS. 

“We have adequate forces in 
the region to defend ourselves 
as required. There’s been an 
intentional vision to maintain 
that sufficient level of forces 
here, and that’s because we 
know again that, if you go back 
to my opening comments, the 
threats from violent extremism, 
the destabilising activity that 
we see from Iran, and the need 
to continue to work with our 
partners in the region doesn’t go 
away just because there’s some-
thing else going on, something 
very important going on in an-
other area.”

Lt Gen Grynkewich being briefed on theatre-level air defence system by Italian 
Air Force members at IAF Base Camp on Ali Al Salem Base Camp in Kuwait. 
(Photo credit: US Air Force)

Seven persons face trial 
for forcing European 
women into prostitution
TDT | Manama

The High Criminal Court 
has begun hearing the case 

of seven persons, including 
four European women and 
a Bahraini man as well as an 
Asian man, all of whom are 
accused of forcing European 
women into prostitution.  

Only four of the defendants, 
namely two European women 
and the Bahraini man, have 
appeared in the dock at the 
High Criminal, as the other 
two European women as well 
as the Asian man are at large. 

The defendants are said to 
have faked many job offers 
which were packaged to the 
European women who were 
carefully chosen after under-
standing that they were in dire 
need of money.

When the victims arrived 
from their countries, they were 
locked up in several apart-
ments by the defendants and 
compelled to have paid sex 
with strangers. 

According to court files, 
the defendants were threat-
ened and physically attacked 
to meet their inhumane de-
mands. They also revealed that 
the Bahraini defendant was 
the mastermind of the gang, 
while the other defendants’ 
roles were to manage the girls 
and monitor the apartments. 

Astonishingly, the defend-
ants managed to run their 
activities from 2017 until  
2022.

“I received a job offer, and I 
came to Bahrain. I was imme-
diately locked up in an apart-
ment and was forced to have 
sex with men. I was threatened 
and physically assaulted to ac-
cept doing that,” one of the 
victims told prosecutors.

The women were kept at 
the Protection Centre of the 
Labour Market Regulatory Au-
thority. The defendants’ trial 
will resume on September 4, 
2022, during which the pros-
ecution witnesses will deliver 
their testimonies.

BTEA vows to boost tourism and economy
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The Bahrain Tourism and 
Exhibitions Authority 

(BTEA) is committed to inten-
sifying efforts to meet the chal-
lenging objectives of Bahrain’s 
tourism strategy 2022–2026, 
boost the sector’s GDP contri-
bution, diversify the Kingdom’s 
economic foundations, and gen-
erate employment opportuni-
ties for citizens.

This was emphasised by 
Tourism Minister Fatima bint 
Jaffer Al Sairafi as she chaired 
the BTEA Board of Directors’ 
first periodic meeting of Q2.

In her remarks, Al Sairafi em-
phasised the need to work as 
efficiently as possible to max-

imise the benefits from the 
gradual recovery of tourism in 
Bahrain and the surrounding 
area, provide better creative 
tourism and recreational activ-
ities that attract Gulf tourists, as 
well as, advertise the Kingdom 
of Bahrain as a prime tourist 
destination in the region.

BTEA Chief Executive Officer 
Dr Nasser Ali Qaedi pointed out 
to that the 82% recovery rate 
of the tourism sector from the 
pre-pandemic period portends 
a more prosperous present and 
future for the industry and in-
creases the responsibility of 
the ministry and the BTEA to 
develop the tourism sector in 
Bahrain in collaboration with 
the establishments of the pri-

vate tourism sector.
Dr Qaedi highlighted the 

overall performance indicators 
of the tourism sector over the 
past year, the sector’s market-
ing and promotion plans, the 
services offered to the author-
ity’s various clients, as well as 
the status of the organisation’s 
infrastructure projects for the 
sector such as the Bahrain Ex-
hibition World.

He also spoke about the 
most effective ways to utilise 
the authority’s vast network of 
connections, including more 
than 75 tourism agreements 
throughout the world, in order 
to promote various events held 
by private tourism sector facil-
ities in Bahrain.

Al Sairafi chairs the BTEA meeting

16 distressed Filipinos repatriated
TDT | Manama

Sixteen distressed Filipinos, 
including four children 

and one adult with a medical 
condition, have been repat-
riated as part of the Philip-
pine Embassy’s Repatriation  
Program.

They left Manama for Ma-
nila on 25 August 2022 via Gulf 
Air.

The Embassy facilitated the 
repatriation and shouldered 
the airfare of all the repatriates 
through the Assistance-to-Na-
tionals (ATN) Fund of the De-

partment of Foreign Affairs in 
Manila.

A total of 109 Filipinos have 
so far benefitted from the pro-
gram for this year. 

The repatriates expressed 
their gratitude to the Philip-
pine Embassy for the timely 
assistance.

The Office of the Overseas 
Workers Welfare Administra-
tion (OWWA) at the Embassy 
and the Main Office in Manila 
also provided assistance to the 
repatriates, particularly upon 
their arrival at the internation-
al airport in Manila. 


