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Iraq’s Sadr

says he quits
politics, fuelling
uncertainty

DAIL

News in brief

& Tesla (TSLA.O) chief Elon
Musk said yesterday he aimed to get
the electric auto maker’s self-driving
technology ready by year-end and e
hopes it could be in wide release in the g
United States and possibly in Europe, &

NASA postpones Arter

The NASA rocket was set tc

depending on regulatory approval. 5

Speakingit an eiergy conference in 2 Reuters the targeted launch time, as the the moon and back to Earth for a
Norway, Musk said his attention was Elon Musk: 32-story-tall, rocket and its Orion splashdown in the Pacific.

currently focused on his SpaceX Starship . n engine problem forced capsule awaited liftoff from the

spacecraft and self-driving Tesla electric focused on gettlng ANASA on Monday to post- Kennedy Space Center in Cape | garyice Module

cars. “The two technologies | am focused on, SEIf'driVing Teslas pone for at least four days Canaveral, Florida.

trying to ideally get done before theend of . the debut launch of the colossal =~ The mission, dubbed Artemis Provid Ision. th | control
the year, are getting our Starship into orbit Nl wide release bv rocketship it hopes will one day I, calls for a six-week, uncrewed e{:c\;Lisslprg\zgrsuélr}'eragg]g cs(:JI}arroa,rra
...and then having Tesla cars to be able to year_end Reuters | Baghdad fly astronauts back to the moon, test flight of Orion around and life SU[;JDOI't fystems incIYJding wate!

do self-driving. “Have self-driving in wide

release at least in the U.S., and ... potentially in Europe, depending on regulatory

approval,” Musk told the audience.

& Twelve Chinese fighter jets crossed the

Taiwan says Taiwan Strait median line, which normally
12 Chinese fighters serves as an unofficial barrier between the two
crossed Taiwan Strait sides, on Monday, Taiwan’s defence ministry
median line said, as China continues its military activities
near the island.
¢ European
Union foreign . EU m?v ag_ree
ministers, meeting tlght.e“mg Visas for
in Prague today and Russians, discuss
Wednesday, may agree training of Ukraine
tightening the issuance troops

of visas for Russians

and start debate on a wider ban on tourist visas though there is no agreement
on that, EU officials said. The six-month-old war in Ukraine remains a foreign
policy priority for the European Union and a visa ban for Russians pushed by

some mainly eastern member

states will be at the top of the agenda. The bloc’s

defence ministers, also meeting in Prague on Monday and Tuesday, will also
discuss options for setting up an EU military training mission for Ukraine. Several
EU countries have been training Ukrainian troops for a while, mainly enabling
them to operate weapons Western nations are delivering to Ukraine to help its
fight against Russia’s invasion. It is not clear yet where an EU training programme
could be based and what mandate it might have, EU diplomats told Reuters ahead

raq’s powerful Shi’ite

Muslim cleric Moqtada
al-Sadr said yesterday he
was quitting politics and
closing his institutions in
response to an intractable
political deadlock, a deci-
sion that could fuel insta-
bility.

"I hereby announce my
final withdrawal,” Sadr said
in a statement posted on
Twitter, criticising fellow
Shi'ite political leaders for
failing to heed his calls for
reform.

He did not elaborate on
the closure of his offices,
but said that cultural and
religious institutions would
remain open.

Sadr has previously an-
nounced withdrawals from
politics or government and
the disbanding of militias

more than a half-century after
Apollo’s last lunar mission.

The US space agency cited a
problem on one of the Space
Launch System (SLS) rocket’s
main engines, as launch teams

. . began a test

Interim Cryogenic ¢hat would have
Propulsion Stage cooled the en-
gines for liftoff.
One of them
would not cool

as expected.
The delay was
called at 08:35

a.m. EDT (1235 GMT),
two minutes

after §

RL-10
engine

oxygen, and nitrogen

of the defence ministers’ meeting.

& Russia has shipped a battery of 5-300 anti-aircraft missiles from
Syria to a Russian port near Crimea, according to an Israeli satellite imaging
company, in an apparent attempt to bolster its air defences in the war with
Ukraine. ImageSat International (ISI) captured pictures showing the presence of
the 5-300 anti-aircraft battery at Masyaf, Syria in April, and the empty site left
behind on Aug. 25 after the hardware was shipped to the port of Tartus. Separate
images showed the battery components on a dock at Tartus between Aug. 12 and
17. By Aug. 20 they had gone, and ISI concluded they had been transferred to a

loyal to him but retains
widespread control over
state institutions and
still has a paramilitary
group with thousands of
members.

He has often returned
to political activity after
similar announcements, al-

Orion stage adaptor
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surpassed a record of $9.3
million set in May for the
shirt worn by Diego Mara-
dona, when he scored the
contentious ‘Hand of God’
goal at the 1986 World Cup.

“An eight-figure auction
result in the sports market
was the stuff of fantasy just

Reuters | Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine/
Kyiv

counter-offensive to retake ter-
ritory in the south seized by Rus-
sian forces since their invasion
six months ago, a move reflect-

The news came as a team from
the UN nuclear watchdog headed
to Ukraine to inspect the Zapor-
izhzhia nuclear plant - captured
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