
Five decades since humans last on moon
Billed as the most powerful, 

complex rocket in the world, the 
SLS represents the biggest new 
vertical launch system the U.S. 
space agency has built since the 
Saturn V rocket flown during 
Apollo, which grew out of 
the US-Soviet space race 
of the Cold War era. If the 
first two Artemis missions 
succeed, NASA is aiming to 
land astronauts back on the 
moon, including the first 
woman to set foot on the 

lunar surface, as early as 2025, 
though many experts believe 
that time frame is likely to slip 
by a few years. 

The last humans to walk on 
the moon were the two-man 

descent team of Apollo 
17 in 1972, following in 
the footsteps of 10 other 
astronauts during five 
earlier missions begin-
ning with Apollo 11 in 
1969.
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William Penn leaves England to sail 
to the New World

Second Battle of Bull Run in 
Manassas, Virginia, ends with a 
Confederate victory over Union 

forces

Battle of Tannenberg (WWI) in East Prussia ends in de-
struction of the Russian Second Army with 122,000-170,000 
killed, injured or captured by the German 8th Army led by 
Paul von Hindenburg and Erich Ludendorff
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Nehru requests 

independence of 
India
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We just passed the 
first significant 

new gun safety legisla-
tion in nearly 30 years in 
this country. 

@JoeBiden

Our thoughts go out to 
the Pakistani people 

facing terrible floods, to 
the families of the count-
less people missing and 
to the populations affect-
ed. France stands ready 
to provide help.

@EmmanuelMacron

Saddened to see the 
devastation caused by 

the floods in Pakistan. 
We extend our heart-
felt condolences to the 
families of the victims, 
the injured and all 
those affected by this 
natural calamity and 

hope for an early restora-
tion of normalcy.

@narendramodi

Everyone can do some-
thing to help counter 

the spread of untruthful 
& harmful information. 
Pause & verify facts by 
asking basic questions 
before you share.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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+717

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 515,645 24,613 442,182 48,850

Saudi 
Arabia

813,284 +98 9,292 +3 800,481 3,511

UAE 1,014,387 +522 2,341 993,204 18,842

Kuwait 657,042 2,563 654,002 477

Oman 397,846 4,260 384,669 8,917

Qatar 428,147 +584 681 423,259 4,207

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 96,011,855 1,069,132

2 India 44,415,723 527,799

3 France 34,478,797 153,857

4 Brazil 34,384,747 683,548

5 Germany 32,041,348 147,104

6 UK 23,492,875 187,761

7 S. Korea 23,026,960 26,618

8 Italy 21,814,856 175,407

9 Russia 19,445,581 384,160

10 Japan 18,506,515 39,005

11 Turkey 16,671,848 100,400

12 Spain 13,332,976 112,454

13 Vietnam 11,405,711 43,113

14 Australia 10,005,856 13,760
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News in brief 
 u  Tesla (TSLA.O) chief Elon 
Musk said yesterday he aimed to get 
the electric auto maker’s self-driving 
technology ready by year-end and 
hopes it could be in wide release in the 
United States and possibly in Europe, 
depending on regulatory approval. 
Speaking at an energy conference in 
Norway, Musk said his attention was 
currently focused on his SpaceX Starship 
spacecraft and self-driving Tesla electric 
cars. “The two technologies I am focused on, 
trying to ideally get done before the end of 
the year, are getting our Starship into orbit 
... and then having Tesla cars to be able to 
do self-driving. “Have self-driving in wide 
release at least in the U.S., and ... potentially in Europe, depending on regulatory 
approval,” Musk told the audience.

u Twelve Chinese fighter jets crossed the 
Taiwan Strait median line, which normally 
serves as an unofficial barrier between the two 
sides, on Monday, Taiwan’s defence ministry 
said, as China continues its military activities 
near the island.

u European 
Union foreign 
ministers, meeting 
in Prague today and 
Wednesday, may agree 
tightening the issuance 
of visas for Russians 
and start debate on a wider ban on tourist visas though there is no agreement 
on that, EU officials said. The six-month-old war in Ukraine remains a foreign 
policy priority for the European Union and a visa ban for Russians pushed by 
some mainly eastern member states will be at the top of the agenda. The bloc’s 
defence ministers, also meeting in Prague on Monday and Tuesday, will also 
discuss options for setting up an EU military training mission for Ukraine. Several 
EU countries have been training Ukrainian troops for a while, mainly enabling 
them to operate weapons Western nations are delivering to Ukraine to help its 
fight against Russia’s invasion. It is not clear yet where an EU training programme 
could be based and what mandate it might have, EU diplomats told Reuters ahead 
of the defence ministers’ meeting.

u Russia has shipped a battery of S-300 anti-aircraft missiles from 
Syria to a Russian port near Crimea, according to an Israeli satellite imaging 
company, in an apparent attempt to bolster its air defences in the war with 
Ukraine. ImageSat International (ISI) captured pictures showing the presence of 
the S-300 anti-aircraft battery at Masyaf, Syria in April, and the empty site left 
behind on Aug. 25 after the hardware was shipped to the port of Tartus. Separate 
images showed the battery components on a dock at Tartus between Aug. 12 and 
17. By Aug. 20 they had gone, and ISI concluded they had been transferred to a 

Russian vessel, the Sparta II, which left Tartus 
for the Russian port of Novorossiysk. Data from 
Refinitiv Eikon show the Sparta II is currently 
in Novorossiysk, having arrived via Turkey’s 
Dardanelles Strait.

Taiwan says 
12 Chinese fighters 
crossed Taiwan Strait 

median line

EU may agree 
tightening visas for 
Russians, discuss 
training of Ukraine 

troops

Russia ships 
S-300 air defence 
missiles out of 

Syria

Elon Musk: 
focused on getting 
self-driving Teslas 
in wide release by 

year-end

The SLS is considered the world’s 
most complex and powerful rocket, 

and the biggest the space agency 
has built since the Saturn V rockets 

flown during its Apollo Moon 
program of the 1960s and 1970s.
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NASA postpones Artemis moon test flight after engine snag
The NASA rocket was set to lift off on a mission to put a crew capsule into orbit around the moon

Reuters 

An engine problem forced 
NASA on Monday to post-
pone for at least four days 

the debut launch of the colossal 
rocketship it hopes will one day 
fly astronauts back to the moon, 
more than a half-century after 
Apollo’s last lunar mission.

The US space agency cited a 
problem on one of the Space 
Launch System (SLS) rocket’s 
main engines, as launch teams 

b e g a n  a  t e s t 
that would have 
cooled the en-
gines for liftoff. 
O n e  o f  t h e m 
would not cool 
as expected.

The delay was 
called at 08:35 

a.m. EDT (1235 GMT), 
two minutes 

a f t e r 

the targeted launch time, as the 
32-story-tall, rocket and its Orion 
capsule awaited liftoff from the 
Kennedy Space Center in Cape 
Canaveral, Florida.

The mission, dubbed Artemis 
I, calls for a six-week, uncrewed 
test flight of Orion around 

the moon and back to Earth for a 
splashdown in the Pacific.

NASA did not give 
a new launch date for 

the two-stage rocket but 
said its first available op-

portunity was Friday, Sept. 
2.
Whether the agency sticks 

with that date depends on how 
quickly engineers can resolve 
the engine issue. The subsequent 
launch opportunity is Monday, 
Sept. 5.

Late-hour launch delays are 
routine in the space business, and 
Monday’s postponement was not 
an indication of a major setback 
for NASA or its primary contrac-
tors, Boeing Co (BA.N) for SLS and 
Lockheed Martin Corp (LMT.N) 
for Orion.

“We don’t launch until it ’s 
right,” NASA chief Bill Nelson 
said in a webcast interview just 
after the liftoff was scrubbed. 
“It’s just illustrative that this is 
a very complicated machine, a 
very complicated system, and all 
those things have to work. And 
you don’t want to light the candle 
until it’s ready to go.”

Still, the delay was a disap-
pointment to thousands of spec-
tators who had gathered on 
the shores around Cape 
Canaveral, with binoculars 
in hand.

Vice President 
Kamala Har-
ris had just 

arrived at the 
space center, 

joining a throng of digni-
taries and invited guests at-
tending the event, shortly 
before the scrub was called.

The SLS-Orion rocket’s 
first journey will mark the 
kickoff of NASA’s highly 
vaunted moon-to-Mars 
Artemis program, the suc-
cessor to the Apollo lunar 

missions of the 1960s and 
‘70s.

The voyage is intend-
ed to put the 5.75-mil-
l ion-pound vehicle 
through its paces in a 
rigorous demonstra-
tion flight, pushing its 
design limits, before 
NASA deems it reliable 
enough to carry astro-
nauts in a subsequent 

flight targeted for 
2024.

RL-10 
engine

Interim Cryogenic 
Propulsion Stage

Return Transit

Orion stage adaptor

Service Module

Provides propulsion, thermal control, 
electrical power generated by solar arrays, 
and life support systems including water, 
oxygen, and nitrogen

Crew Module

The pressurised part of the Orion spacecraft 
to carry astronauts to the Moon and back

Launch Abort System

Holds three types of motors and is meant to carry the crew 
safely in the event of an emergency during launch or ascent atop 
the Space Launch System

Re-entry to Earth’s atmosphere
Spacecraft leaves lunar orbit on its way 
back to Earth

NASA’s next-generation moon 
rocket, the Space Launch 
System (SLS) Artemis 1 rocket 
with its Orion crew capsule 
stands on launch pad 39B at 
the Kennedy Space Center 
in Cape Canaveral, Florida, 
United States

Iraq's Sadr 
says he quits 
politics, fuelling 
uncertainty

Reuters | Baghdad

Iraq's powerful Shi'ite 
Muslim cleric Moqtada 

al-Sadr said yesterday he 
was quitting politics and 
closing his institutions in 
response to an intractable 
political deadlock, a deci-
sion that could fuel insta-
bility.

"I hereby announce my 
final withdrawal," Sadr said 
in a statement posted on 
Twitter, criticising fellow 
Shi'ite political leaders for 
failing to heed his calls for 
reform.

He did not elaborate on 
the closure of his offices, 
but said that cultural and 
religious institutions would 
remain open.

Sadr has previously an-
nounced withdrawals from 
politics or government and 
the disbanding of militias 
loyal to him but retains 
widespread control over 
state institutions and 
still has a paramilitary 
group with thousands of 
members.

He has often returned 
to political activity after 
similar announcements, al-
though the current political 
deadlock in Iraq appears 
harder to resolve than pre-
vious periods of dysfunction

Flooded highways 
hamper relief efforts 
in southern Pakistan

Reuters | Peshawar/Quetta

The southern Pakistani 
province of Balochistan 

has suffered hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in economic 
damage due to devastation 
from flooding as damage to 
highways hampers relief ef-
forts, the province’s chief min-
ister said yesterday. 

In the north, residents and 
officials said villages were 
almost entirely cut off from 
the rest of the country due to 
destruction wrought by heavy 
rains. The unusually strong 
monsoon rains have caused 
devastating floods in large 
swathes of the country, af-
fecting more than 30 million 

people and killing more than 
1,000, and straining official 
relief and rescue efforts.

The Chief Minister of the 
southern province of Ba-
lochistan, Mir Abdul Qudoos 
Bizenjo, told reporters the 
province had suffered more 
than 200 billion Pakistani ru-
pees ($900 million) worth of 
damage from the more than 
two months of flooding.

“We are facing a lack of fi-
nancial resources, tents and 
other relief goods and connec-
tivity as all major highways is 
badly damaged ... hampering 
our relief efforts,” he said, add-
ing that his province needed 
more help from federal gov-
ernment departments to cope

Men walk along a flooded road with their belongings, following rains and 
floods during the monsoon season in Sohbatpur, Pakistan

Ukraine says it has begun counter-
offensive to retake Russian-held south
• Suggests greater 
Kyiv confidence as 
Western arms arrive

• UN inspectors to 
visit Ukraine reactor 
complex this week

• UN watchdog’s 
director-general Grossi 
heading mission

• Moscow says team 
must give politically 
neutral assessment

• Russia says it shot 
down Ukrainian drone 
at nuclear plant

Reuters | Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine/
Kyiv

Ukraine announced yesterday 
the start of a long-awaited 

counter-offensive to retake ter-
ritory in the south seized by Rus-
sian forces since their invasion 
six months ago, a move reflect-

ing Kyiv’s growing confidence as 
Western military aid flows in.

The news came as a team from 
the UN nuclear watchdog headed 
to Ukraine to inspect the Zapor-
izhzhia nuclear plant - captured 

by Russian forces in March but 
still run by Ukrainian staff - that 
has become a hotspot in the  
war.

“Today we started offensive 
actions in various directions, in-
cluding in the Kherson region,” 
Ukrainian public broadcaster Sus-
pilne cited southern command 
spokeswoman Natalia Humeniuk 
as saying.

Ru s s i a  ra p i d l y  c a p t u re d 
swathes of Ukraine’s south near 
the Black Sea coast, including the 
city of Kherson, in the early phase 
of the war in stark contrast to 
its failed attempt to capture the 
capital Kyiv.

Ukraine has been using sophis-
ticated Western-supplied weap-
ons to hit Russian ammunition 
dumps and wreak havoc with 
supply lines. Humeniuk told a 
briefing on Monday that Ukraine 
had struck more than 10 such am-
munition dumps in the past week, 
adding they had “unquestionably 
weakened the enemy”.

Ukrainian servicemen patrol following recent Russian shelling, as Russia’s attack in 
Ukraine continues, in Vasiukivka, in Donetsk region, Ukraine

Rare Mickey Mantle 
card sells for $12.6m

Reuters

A Mickey Mantle baseball 
card in mint condition 

sold for $12.6 million on 
Sunday, becoming the most 
valuable piece of sports 
memorabilia to be sold at 
an auction.

The rare Mantle card, 
sold by Heritage Auctions, 
surpassed a record of $9.3 
million set in May for the 
shirt worn by Diego Mara-
dona, when he scored the 
contentious ‘Hand of God’ 
goal at the 1986 World Cup.

“An eight-figure auction 
result in the sports market 
was the stuff of fantasy just 
a decade ago,” Chris Ivy, 
director of sports auctions 
at Heritage, said in a state-
ment.

“We always knew this 
card would shatter records 
and expectations. But that 
doesn’t make it any less of 
a thrill.”

Memorabilia from New York 
Yankees legend Mickey Mantle is 
auctioned in New York

An aerial view shows a branch of the Loire 
River as a historic drought hits France, in 
Loireauxence, France

An aerial view shows pagodas on Louxingdun 
island that usually remain partially 
submerged in the water of Poyang Lake.

An aerial view shows low water levels 
at Lake Oroville, California

A man stands near the Ceresole Reale Lake, which provides water to the 
Piedmont region through a dam, dried following weeks of drought at the 
Gran Paradiso National Park, in Ceresole Reale, Italy,

A boat sits on the dried basin of the La Boca dam 
as more than half of Mexico faces moderate to 
severe drought conditions, in Santiago, Mexico

Where the water once flowed

Crew module 
deploys 
parachutes and 
lands in the 
Pacific Ocean

Trump's home search unearths documents covered 
by attorney-client privilege -prosecutors
Reuters | Washington

The US Justice Department's 
search of former President 

Donald Trump's home this 
month turned up a "limited" 
number of documents subject 
to attorney-client privilege, 
federal prosecutors said in a 
court filing yesterday. 

The new disclosure by the 
Justice Department could 
bolster a request by Trump's 
legal team to appoint a special 

master to conduct a privilege 
review of the items the FBI 
seized from Trump's Florida 
estate during its unprecedent-
ed Aug. 8 search.

A special master is an in-
dependent third-party some-
times appointed by a court 
in sensitive cases to review 
materials potentially cov-
ered by attorney-client priv-
ilege to ensure investiga-
tors do not improperly view  
them.

An aerial view of former US President Donald Trump’s Mar-a-Lago home


