
Bahrain praised for ‘excellence’ in hosting Asian U20 volleyball
TDT | Manama

The head of the control com-
mittee in the 21st Asian 

Men’s U20 Volleyball Cham-
pionship, Emile Jabbour, con-
firmed Bahrain’s excellence in 
the organisation of the prestig-
ious continental event, which 
came to a close tonight at the 
Bahrain Volleyball Associ-
ation’s (BVA) Isa bin Rashid 
Arena at Isa Sports City in  
Riffa.

Jabbour presented BVA secre-
tary general Feras Al Helwachi 
with the official tournament re-
port from the Asian Volleyball 
Confederation (AVC) during a 

meeting with the Press.
Jabbour said that the BVA pro-

vided all the facilities required 
by the AVC and the participating 
national teams to have a smooth 
and successful running of the 
competition.

He thanked Bahrain for the 
exceptional hospitality shown 
to all those involved.

For his part, Al Helwachi, who 
is also the executive director of 
the championship, expressed 
his sincerest appreciation to 
the AVC for the confidence they 
have given Bahrain to put to-
gether such a major 17-nation  
event.

He thanked all the members 
of the control committee and 
Bahrain’s working committees 
for their tremendous efforts 
throughout the tournament, 
which contributed to an out-
standing event.

This  year ’s  competit ion 
marked the third time the King-
dom has hosted the AVC’s show-
case tournament for under-20 
national teams.

Also present at the presenta-
tion of the report were BVA 
vice-president Mohammed Al 
Thawadi and the champion-
ship’s director Habib Moham-
med.
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Iran crowned Asian U20 
volleyball champions!

Iranians capture record seventh title in Asian Volleyball Confederation event after defeating India in exciting four-set final

• Three Iranians 
and two Indian 
players amongst 
individual awardees 
from competition

• South Korea clinch 
bronze medal after 
defeating Thailand in 
game for third place

• Bahrain clinch 
seventh overall while 
Saudi Arabia take ninth 
place in final rankings

TDT | Manama

Iran were last night crowned 
champions of the 21st Asian 
Men’s U20 Volleyball Cham-

pionship, hosted by Bahrain.
The Iranians successfully de-

fended their crown after defeat-
ing India 3-1 (25-12, 25-19, 22-25, 
25-15) in an exciting final, which 
marked the end of the 17-nation 
competition.

With the result, Iran won a 
record seventh title in the tour-
nament’s history, including a 
third winners’ trophy in the last 
four editions. The Iranians have 
also played in the gold medal 
game in nine of the last 10 cham-
pionships.

For India, it was their third 
silver medal in competition his-
tory.

As the two finalists, Iran and 
India qualified for the FIVB Vol-
leyball Men’s U21 World Cham-
pionship 2023 as continental 
representatives.

Officials from the Asian Vol-
leyball Confederation and the 
Bahrain Volleyball Association 
(BVA) were in attendance for last 
night’s title-decider. Following 
the final, the awards presenta-
tion and closing ceremony took 
place, with the top three teams 

receiving their respective tro-
phies and medals.

A number of individual hon-
ours were also handed out. Iran’s 
Amir Mohammad Golzadeh was 
named the Most Valuable Player, 
and he also took home the Best 
Opposite Hitter award. The Best 
Outside Hitters were South Ko-
rea’s Yunsoo Lee and Thailand’s 
Kittipong Sangsak, while the 
Best Middle Blockers were In-
dia’s Dushyant Singh and Iran’s 
Norouzi Erfan.

India’s Chaudhary Sameer 
was named the Best Libero, 
while Iran’s Arshia Behnezhad 
was selected as the Best Setter.

Meanwhile, claiming the 
bronze medals in the champi-
onship yesterday were South 
Korea, who needed to shrug off 
a slow start before powering to 
an impressive 3-0 (31-29, 25-16, 
25-14) win against Thailand.

In Iran’s victory, the winners 
looked unbeatable in the first 
two sets, but India were able to 
extend the match in the third 
backed by their vibrant support-
ers who packed the BVA’s Isa bin 
Rashid Arena at Isa Sports City 

in Riffa. The Iranians recovered 
quickly and closed it out with a 
dominant fourth set.

Golzadeh finished as the 
champions’ leading scorer with 
an impressive game-high 27 
points. Yousef Kazemi Posht-
pari added 18 points, while Pou-
ria Hooseinkhanzadeh finished 
with 12, and captain Erfan nine.

Chaudhary Tanish paced In-
dia with 17 points, while Ku-
mar Anan and Singh added six 
points apiece. Giri Harshir and 
Dagar Sachin chipped in with 

five points each.
Iran head coach Gholamreza 

Momeni Moghadam commented 
after the final: “We have received 
our reward after five months of 
hard work.

“It was a very good final. In 
the third set, since my players 
are a little young, the atmos-
phere in the gym was a little 
higher. But we recovered in the 
fourth set, and we were able to 
seal the win.

“Our target when we began 
preparing for this tournament 

was to be champions of the 
world; now we have taken the 
Asian gold medals, and we can 
focus on our long-term goal for 
the world championship.”

In South Korea’s win for third 
place, Yunsoo Lee was their top 
scorer with 15 points. They came 
away with their fourth bronze 
medal in the history of the com-
petition. They also hold the re-
cord for most podium appear-
ances at 13—six of which were 
in first place.

Libero Sunkyo Kang said after 
the match: “In the first set, we 
were a little nervous so we didn’t 
play very well. But as the game 

went on, we improved and we 
are happy to get the win.”

Sunkyo also expressed his ap-
preciation to the Kingdom of 
Bahrain for the warm welcome 
they received. “From A to Z, the 
Bahrainis are so kind; it was a 
pleasure to have us in Bahrain 
and it is going to be a good mem-
ory.”

Also yesterday,  Bahrain 
clinched seventh place overall 
with a hard-earned 3-2 (22-25, 
25-18, 23-25, 25-21, 15-12) victo-
ry over Pakistan. Husain Ehsan 
was in scintillating form for the 
hosts, scoring a tournament-best 
36 points.

T h e  Ba h ra i n i s ’  s eve n t h 
place-ranking is an improve-
ment from the previous edition 
of the competition, when the 
nationals ranked ninth overall. 
Bahrain’s best finish was fourth 
in the 2014 tournament, while 
their lowest classification was 
18th in 2004.

In the day’s fourth game, Sau-
di Arabia won ninth place over-
all to end the competition after 
defeating Iraq 3-1 (25-19, 11-25, 
25-18, 25-18). Marwan Alhawasa-
wi finished as their leading scor-
er with 19 points, while Hasan 
Taha scored 23 for the Iraqis.

Emile Jabbour, third from left, presents the report to Feras Al Helwachi, in the presence of other officials
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FINAL RANKING

1 Iran, 2 India, 3 South Korea, 4 Thailand, 5 Bangladesh, 6 
China, 7 Bahrain, 8 Pakistan, 9 Saudi Arabia, 10 Iraq, 11 Qatar, 
12 UAE, 13 Japan, 14 Chinese-Taipei, 15 Australia, 16 Hong Kong, 
17 Kuwait
(Iran and India also qualified for 2023 FIVB Volleyball Men’s 
U21 World Championship)

INDIVIDUAL AWARDEES

Most Valuable Player, Best Opposite Hitter: Amir Mohammad 
Golzadeh (Iran)
Best Outside Hitters: Yunsoo Lee (South Korea), Kittipong 
Sangsak (Thailand)
Best Middle Blockers: Dushyant Singh (India), Norouzi Erfan 
(Iran)
Best Setter: Arshia Behnezhad (Iran)
Best Libero: Chaudhary Sameer (India)

Iran captain Norouzi Erfan lifts the first place trophy with teammates and officials during the awarding

India national team members at the awarding with officials, including Indian Ambassador to Bahrain Piyush Srivastava


