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The United States 
and the Kingdom of 

Bahrain yesterday extended 
the defence cooperation 
agreement (DCA). 

The extension of the DCA 
was signed on the sidelines 
of a meeting with His Royal 
Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown 
Prince, Deputy Supreme 
Commander and First Deputy 
Prime Minister, and the 
U.S. Secretary of State, Rex 
Tillerson, at the Department 

of State. U.S. Secretary of 
Defence, Jim Mattis, took part 
in the signing ceremony held 
at the Pentagon. 

Earlier, the Crown 
Prince and the Secretary of 
State met at the US States 
Department.  Both reviewed 
efforts to maintain stability 
in the region, including 
Bahrain’s active military 
role in combatting terrorist 
groups, and the Kingdom’s 
hosting of over 30 regional 
and international security 
partners under the Combined 
Task Forces.

HRH Crown Prince praised 
the U.S.’ valuable support to 
Bahrain’s security to assist 
counter-terrorism operations.

The Crown Prince 
welcomed and underscored 
the importance of continued 
cooperation between Bahrain 
and the U.S. on areas of 
shared concern. His Royal 
Highness acknowledged 
the importance of the U.S. 
Administration’s ongoing 
engagement with Bahrain and 
its allies, noting that enhanced 
relations between the U.S. and 
the Kingdom are supporting 

regional security.
“The defence cooperation 

represents the cornerstone 
of long-standing bilateral 
relations between the two 
countries,” stated HRH 
Crown Prince.

“The extension of the 
Bahrain-U.S. DCA signals 
the next phase in a strategic 
partnership that has 
underpinned bilateral ties 
for over 70 years,” His Royal 
Highness noted, lauding 
Bahrain-U.S.’ alignment 
on various international 
security issues. HRH Crown 

Prince and the Secretary 
of Defence also reviewed 
ways of advancing defence 
cooperation across a number 
of areas. HRH Crown Prince 
welcomed President Trump’s 
unequivocal stance regarding 
Iran’s interference in the 
region and its sponsorship of 
terrorism on the global level.

The Crown Prince noted 
that Bahrain remains 
deeply concerned about the 
consistent level of terrorist 
activity in the region, which 
indicates increased Iranian 
support.  (See also Page 2)
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One of the best and most 
celebrated events has arrived 
in Bahrain once again. The 
Bahraini Farmers Market 

in Budaiya begins this December2. It 
always sees a great welcome from the 
residents as many flood to catch their 
favourite produce in its freshest form, 
celebrating and rewarding the hard 
work of the many farmers in Bahrain.
The sixth edition will see the 
participation of 39 farmers and 5 
agricultural companies, who will be 
showcasing their organic produce. 

The participants’ number continues to 
increase every year, which sheds light 
on the popularity of this event. Speaking 
to Weekender, Executive Manger 
of the project, Amani Abu-Idrees, 
said that the main aim of the market 
remains to focus on strengthening the 
farmers’ community and provide them 
opportunities to showcase their produce. 
She also mentioned that while there isnt 
a specific theme to the market, there 
will be many exciting surprises and 
highlights which will be unveiled soon.
 
The wide spread area is also known to 

cater to many different activities 
and programmes which include the 
arts section, animal farming and 
petting zone, the traditional arts 
and crafts area and the tempting 
breakfast corner, which allows 
visitors to savour on some great 
home cooked meals. It makes 
for a complete family outing- 
one that is to be visited again 
and again. The timings are 
from 8am till 12:30pm and 
it will continue to run till 
April29.
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Pen Who Do You 
Idolize & Win Gift 
Hampers
Here’s your chance to talk about the 
Bahraini women that serve as your
 inspiration to become something of your 
own. Send an article of around 200words 
on :
 ‘The Bahraini Woman I Idolize & why”. 
The top 3 articles will be published in 
Weekender and will win 3 exciting gift 
hampers! Deadline is Dec10,2017. 
Submit entries to editor@weekender.bh

Celebrating
Bahraini Women
in Engineering

Bahraini Women’s Day, 
annually celebrated on the 
1st of December has become 
a national day   for Bahrain 

and for Bahraini women in particular. 
This is an important occasion to express 
appreciation and honor the achievements 
of women on all levels in order for the 
progress of women to become one of 
the main reasons for the development 
and advancement of their country. The 
theme of the Bahraini Women’s Day 2017 
will celebrate Bahraini women in the 
engineering field.   Bahraini women have 
been able to cope with new engineering 
disciplines, like computer and aviation 
engineering, and proved their competence 
in them. It is pointed out that around 43% 
graduates are from that discipline while 
women’s participation as engineers in the 
labour market accounts for 25% in the 
public sector and 21% in the private one. 
It is to be noted   that active women in the 
public sector account for 53% according 
to the latest statistics by the Civil Service 
Bureau.
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defence agreement extended
Bahrain-US

HRH Crown Prince Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa 
with US Secretary of 
State Rex Tillerson dur-
ing a meeting held at 
US State Department in 
Washington yesterday

Greetings to 
Leadership
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The Shura Council has 
extended greetings to His 

Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa, His Royal Highness 
Prime Minister Prince Khalifa 
bin Salman Al Khalifa, His Royal 
Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Bahraini 
people and Arab and Muslim 
nations on the occasion of 
Prophet Mohammed (PBUH)’s 
birthday, wishing them many 
happy returns of the occasion.
It called for the need to take 
advantage of the occasion and 
draw inspiration from the life 
of Prophet (PBUH) to foster 
tolerance, solidarity, unity and 
compassion. 


