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Battle of Alexandria: Mark Antony 
achieves a minor victory over Octavian, 
but most of his army subsequently deserts, 
leading to Octavian’s invasion of Egypt

Pilgrim Fathers depart Leid-
en, Netherlands for England 

on their way to America

World War I: Battle of Passchendaele 
(Third Battle of Ypres) begins, goes on to 
cause approximately 500,000 casualties

 Israel welcomes its one millionth 
immigrant
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.@SecDef Austin and 
I met with Philip-

pine President Marcos to 
discuss the Indo-Pacific 
and our commitment to 
the U.S.-Philippines Alli-
ance. Through increased 
investments, new cyber 
and economic dialogues, 
and nuclear energy coop-
eration, we continue to 
advance our shared

@SecBlinken

Th e  g l o b a l  c o n d i -
tions are filled with 

uncertainties. In such a 
time, India is witnessing 
growth and stability.

@narendramodi

They should mix up 
the propaganda more. 

This is way too obvious. 
Just like when they were 
parroting before the 
debate that Biden was 
“sharp as a tack”

@elonmusk

Children account for 
1/3 of human traf-

ficking victims, suffer-
ing unspeakable abuse.I 
call on governments, civ-
il society & the private 
sector - including tech 
companies - to intensify 
efforts so that no child 
is victimized & no traf-
ficker goes unpunished. 
#EndHumanTrafficking

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

02

News in brief 
 u Iranian reformist president 
Masoud Pezeshkian was sworn 
before parliament on Tuesday as the 
Islamic republic’s ninth president 
at a ceremony attended by foreign 
dignitaries. Pezeshkian won a runoff 
race against ultraconservative Saeed 
Jalili on July 5 to replace president 
Ebrahim Raisi who died in a helicopter 
crash in May. Tuesday’s ceremony came two 
days after Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei officially endorsed Pezeshkian 
and gave the 69-year-old heart surgeon 
presidential powers. “I as the president, 
in front of the Holy Koran and the people 
of Iran, swear to almighty God to be the guardian of the official religion and the 
Islamic Republic system and the constitution of the country,” Pezeshkian said at 
the ceremony which was broadcast live on state TV. Pezeshkian, who is expected 
to unveil his government within two weeks, had secured more than 16 million 
votes during the runoff, or about 54 percent of the roughly 30 million ballots cast.

u The United States will provide $500 million in military funding to the 
Philippines, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said 
yesterday, as Washington boosts ties with Manila in 
the face of China’s growing assertiveness. Blinken was 
in Manila with US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin as 
part of an Asia-Pacific tour to strengthen Washington’s 
latticework of alliances aimed at countering Beijing. 
“We’re now allocating an additional $500 million in 

foreign military financing to the Philippines to boost 
security collaboration with our oldest treaty ally in this 
region,” Blinken told a joint news conference. Blinken 
described it as a “once in a generation investment” to 
help modernise the Philippine armed forces and coast 
guard.

u An Indian passenger train derailed and 
several of its cars overturned yesterday, killing 
at least two people and injuring 20 others. India’s 
extensive rail network is the main form of travel in 
the vast country, but it is poorly funded and deadly 
accidents often occur.The Howrah-Mumbai Express 
derailed near Jamshedpur in the eastern state of 
Jharkhand before dawn. “At least two people were 
killed and 20 injured,” Indian Railways spokesman 
Om Prakash Charan told AFP. The accident happened 
at around the same time a goods train coming from 
the opposite side derailed, possibly colliding with the 
passenger train when it passed by. “There was another derailment of a goods 
train nearby, but it was unclear if the two accidents occurred concurrently,” 
Charan said.

Blinken says 
US to provide 
$500 mn military 
funding to 

Philippines

Two killed, 20 
injured in India 
train derailment

Iran’s president 
Pezeshkian sworn in 
at parliament

Nearly 500 people were 
killed around Kerala in 2018 

during the worst flooding 
to hit the state in almost 
a century. India’s worst 

landslide in recent decades 
was in 1998, when rockfalls 
triggered by heavy monsoon 

rains killed at least 220 
people and buried the tiny 

village of Malpa in the 
Himalayas.
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Uganda police find 17 human 
skulls at suspected shrine
AFP | Kabanga

Seventeen human skulls 
buried in metal boxes have 

been unearthed in an under-
ground chamber at a suspected 
shrine in the centre of Uganda, 
police told AFP on Tuesday.

Children foraging for fire-
wood outside Kabanga village 
near Mpigi town, about 40 
kilometres (24 miles) west of 
the capital Kampala, made the 
grisly discovery on Sunday, 
according to local residents.

Shocked and worried villag-
ers told police there were me-
tallic boxes containing what 
appeared to be skulls in an un-
derground chamber beneath 
one of three ruined shrines on 
a sleepy hillside.

"We swiftly moved in and 
dug up the place, and so far 
we have recovered 17 human 
skulls," regional police spokes-
man Majid Karim told AFP.

"We are conducting more 
excavations to ensure there 
are no more skulls other than 
what we have so far recov-
ered," he said.

He added that the remains, 
discovered in four boxes, were 
being examined to determine 
their age and sex, as well as 
when they may have been bur-
ied.

He urged the public to re-
main calm, with officers work-
ing to investigate the incident.

It is not clear how the skulls 
ended up at the site, located on 
a steep hill that has prevented 

the use of heavy machinery, 
slowing the search.

"Our worry (is) if police have 
recovered the skulls, where 
could the rest of the body parts 
be, like the legs, the hands?" 
father-of-four Mubumbi told 
AFP.

"We are shocked. We never 
expected this to happen in our 
neighbourhood," he said.

Local media reported res-
idents as saying that people 
had previously gathered at the 
location to worship.

Police said the suspected 
owner of the site is on the run, 
having been linked to a sepa-
rate case involving the mur-
der of a prominent traditional 
Baganda leader, entrepreneur 
Daniel Bbosa.

The killing in Kampala was 
reportedly carried out by hired 
gunmen as Bbosa returned 
home from work in February 
this year.

Mpigi district, although 
densely populated, remains 
semi-rural, with agriculture 
dominating local trade.

133 killed after landslides strike India tea estates
AFP | Bengaluru, India

Landslides in India triggered 
by pounding monsoon 
rains struck tea plantations 

and killed at least 133 people yes-
terday, with at least 250 others 
rescued from mud and debris.

The southern coastal state of 
Kerala has been battered by tor-
rential downpours, with blocked 
roads into the disaster area in 
Wayanad district complicating 
relief efforts.

“This catastrophe has resulted 
in the loss of 108 lives,” the state’s 
chief minister Pinarayi Vijayan 
said in a statement on Tuesday af-
ternoon. “This is one of the worst 
natural calamities Kerala has ever  
witnessed.”

Another 128 people had been 
hospitalised for treatment after 
their rescue, he said.

“My thoughts are with all those 

who have lost their loved ones 
and prayers with those injured,” 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
said in a post on social media plat-
form X.

Wayanad is famed for the tea 
estates that crisscross its hilly 
countryside and which rely on a 
large pool of casual labourers for 
planting and harvest.

Several estates in the district 
were hit by two successive land-
slides before dawn when most of 
their inhabitants were asleep.

Images published by the Na-
tional Disaster Response Force 
showed rescue crews trudging 
through mud to search for sur-
vivors and carrying bodies on 
stretchers out of the area.

Homes were caked with brown 
sludge as the force of the land-
slide scattered cars, corrugated 

iron and other debris around the 
disaster site.

India’s army said it had de-
ployed more than 200 soldiers 
to the area to assist state security 
forces and fire crews in search-
and-rescue efforts.

Modi’s office said families of 
the dead would receive a com-

pensation payment of $2,400 
(200,000 rupees).

Vijayan said that more than 
3,000 people were sheltering in 
emergency relief camps around 
Wayanad district.

More rainfall and strong winds 
lashed Kerala on Tuesday, and 
Vijayan urged the public to “be 

prepared and heed warnings” 
of more potential disasters  
ahead. “Everyone should be will-
ing to follow the instructions giv-
en by authorities and not ignore 
them,” he added.

‘Alarming rise in landslides’ 
Indian opposition leader Rahul 

Gandhi, who until recently repre-
sented Wayanad in parliament, 
told lawmakers that the scope 
of the devastation was “heart-
breaking”.

“Our country has witnessed an 
alarming rise in landslides in re-
cent years,” he said. “The need of 
the hour is a comprehensive ac-
tion plan to address the growing 
frequency of natural calamities.”

Monsoon rains across the re-
gion from June to September of-
fer respite from the summer heat 
and are crucial to replenishing 
water supplies.

They are vital for agriculture 
and therefore the livelihoods of 
millions of farmers and food se-
curity for South Asia’s nearly two 
billion people.

But they also bring destruc-
tion in the form of landslides and 
floods.

The number of fatal floods and 
landslides has increased in recent 
years, and experts say climate 
change is exacerbating the prob-
lem.

“The number of extreme-

ly heavy rainfall days have in-
creased,” Kartiki Negi of Indian 
environment think tank Climate 
Trends told AFP.

“The atmosphere is quite dis-
turbed,” she said. “Thus we see 
more and more extreme events 

these days.”
Intense monsoon storms bat-

tered India this month, flood-
ing parts of the financial capital 
Mumbai, while lightning in the 
eastern state of Bihar killed at 
least 10 people.

Relief personnel conduct a search and rescue operation at a site following landslides in Wayanad Indian Army, security and relief personnel rescue victims

NDRF personnel at the disaster site as they rescue victims of the landslide A site following landslides

Turkish stray 
dog law sparks 
opposition 
anger
AFP | Ankara, Turkey

Turkish opposition par-
ties vowed yesterday to 

fight a law authorising the 
capture -- and in some cases 
killing -- of the country’s 
estimated four million stray 
dogs.

The emotive law -- which 
animal lovers fear will lead 
to a mass cull despite gov-
ernment denials -- was 
passed at final reading in 
the early hours of Tuesday 
by a margin of 51 votes, in 
the face of opposition pro-
tests.

Deputies against the law 
wore white gloves stained 
with fake blood during the 
debate. "We will challenge 
this law in the constitution-
al court as soon as possible. 
It violates the animals' right 
to life," said Ozgur Ozel, 
leader of the main oppo-
sition Republican People's 
Party (CHP).

Russia stages 
naval drills 
involving most of 
its fleet
AFP | Moscow, Russia

Russia yesterday began 
large-scale military 

drills involving every part 
of its navy not engaged in 
the Ukraine offensive, the 
defence ministry said.

Some 300 vessels, includ-
ing submarines, and more 
than 20,000 personnel will 
be involved in the exercis-
es, which are being staged 
in the Pacific and Arctic 
Oceans, as well as the Baltic 
and Caspian Seas.

The drills will involve 
“more than 300 combat ex-
ercises with the practical 
use of combat weapons”, 
the ministry said.

“The main purposes of 
the exercises is to test the 
actions of the navy’s mil-
itary command at all lev-
els, as well as the read-
iness of the ships’ crews, 
naval aviation units and 
naval coastal troops,” it  
continued.

Evacuations, destruction as 
California’s largest fire of year rages

Los Angeles, United States

Throngs of firefighters were 
mobilized in California 

Monday to battle the state’s 
largest blaze of the year, which 
has prompted thousands of 
evacuations and already 
burned an area larger than the 
city of Los Angeles.

The Park Fire outside of 
Chico in the state’s north has 
been raging since Wednesday 
in a rural region about three 
hours’ drive northeast of San 
Francisco.

It has now ravaged more 
than 370,000 acres (149,700 
hectares) according to the Cal 
Fire agency, making it one of 

the largest fires in state history.
No casualties have been re-

ported so far, and firefighters 
benefitted from a slight drop 
in temperatures over the week-
end that allowed them to make 
some progress, with the fire 
now 12 percent contained.

Nearly 4,900 firefighters 
have been mobilized, with 33 
helicopters, 400 fire trucks 
and numerous planes battling 
the conflagration.

More than 26,000 residents 
were under evacuation orders 
Monday afternoon, with au-
thorities calling for extreme 
caution due to a high risk of 
fire escalation.

Surrounded by flames, residents Grant (L) and Andrea Douglas (R) pull over 
on the side of the road while evacuating as the Park fire continues to burn 
near Paynes Creek in unincorporated Tehama County, California

Israel targets Hezbollah commander
AFP | Beirut, Lebanon

Is ra e l  s t r u c k  He z b o l l a h ’s 
stronghold in southern Bei-

rut yesterday in retaliation for 
rocket fire from Lebanon that 
killed 12 children over the week-
end, saying it had targeted the 
commander responsible for the  
attack.

“The IDF (army) carried out a 
targeted strike in Beirut on the 
commander responsible for the 
murder of the children in Majdal 
Shams and the killing of numer-
ous additional Israeli civilians,” 
the military said in a statement, 
referring to the Druze Arab town 
in the annexed Golan Heights 
where the children were killed on  
Saturday.

A source close to Hezbollah told 
AFP that senior commander Fuad 
Shukr, who is leading the group’s 
operations against Israel in south 
Lebanon, survived an Israeli strike 
in the group’s southern Beirut 
stronghold. 

Shukr, “who goes by the nom de 
guerre Mohsen Shukr, survived 
the Israeli strike,” the source told 
AFP, requesting anonymity, adding 
that Shukr is “in charge of com-
manding military operations in 
southern Lebanon”. 

In 2017, the US Treasury of-
fered $5 million for information 
on Shukr, describing him as “a 
senior adviser” to Hezbollah 
leader Hassan Nasrallah and 
saying he had “a central role” in 
the deadly 1983 bombing of the 
US Marine Corps barracks in  
Beirut.

Gaza official says 300 
killed in Khan Yunis as 
army ends assault
Palestinian Territories

Gaza’s civil defence agency 
said yesterday that an Israe-

li operation in and around the 
territory’s second city of Khan 
Yunis killed about 300 people 
since it began last week, while 
the army said it had “eliminated 
150”.

“Since the beginning of the Is-
raeli ground invasion of the east-
ern part of Khan Yunis province, 
the civil defence and medical 
teams have recovered approx-
imately 300 bodies of martyrs, 
many of them decomposed,” 
agency spokesman Mahmud 
Bassal told AFP.

France says autonomy within Morocco 
'only' solution for W.Sahara
AFP | Rabat, Morocco

France said yesterday that 
autonomy within Morocco 

was the "only" basis for a solu-
tion to the decades-old Western 
Sahara dispute, drawing an an-
gry reaction from the pro-inde-
pendence Polisario Front.

In a letter to King Moham-
med VI congratulating him 
on the 25th anniversary of 
his coronation, French Pres-
ident  Emmanuel  Macron 
said the Moroccan offer was 
"now the only basis that will 
lead to a just, lasting and ne-
gotiated political solution in 
line with UN Security Council  
resolutions".

The former Spanish colony 
is largely controlled by Mo-
rocco but claimed by the Al-
geria-backed Polisario Front, 
which in 2020 declared a 
"self-defence war" and seeks 
the territory's independence.

The United Nations, which 
considers Western Sahara a 
"non-self-governing territory", 
has had a peacekeeping mission 
there since 1991 whose stated 

aim is to organise a referendum 
on the territory's future.

But Rabat has repeatedly re-
jected any vote in which inde-
pendence is an option.

The Moroccan royal court 
hailed Macron's comments 
in his letter as "a significant 
step in support of Moroccan 
sovereignty" over the Western 
Sahara.

The Polisario retorted that 
the French leader was support-
ing the territory's "violent and 
illegal occupation" by Morocco.

The movement's main backer, 
Moroccan arch-rival Algeria, 
already preempted Macron's 
comments condemning the 

toughening of France's position 
last week.

The Sahrawi Arab Democrat-
ic Republic proclaimed by the 
Polisario is still a member of 
the African Union but it has suf-
fered several major diplomatic 
blows in recent years.

In 2020, then US president 
Donald Trump recognised Mo-
rocco's annexation of the West-
ern Sahara in return for Rabat 
normalising ties with Israel.

In 2022, Spain, which had 
sought for decades to adopt 
an even-handed approach be-
tween Morocco and the Polis-
ario, announced it supported 
the Moroccan autonomy plan.

France’s President Emmanuel Macron
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