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Family’s Plea for Help
Desperate family calls for action as Bahraini handball player remains trapped in Kuwait over rent dispute

TDT | Manama 

A Bahraini handball player 
has found himself strand-
ed in Kuwait due to an 

ongoing dispute over unpaid 
rent that was supposed to be 
covered by his club.

Ahmed Al  Maqaabi  was 
stopped at the Kuwaiti border 
when officers informed him that 
he couldn’t leave the country 
because of a case filed against 
him by a housing rental compa-
ny. The company alleges that Al 
Maqaabi owes more than 20,000 
Kuwaiti dinars in unpaid rent.

Back in Bahrain, his family, 
including his brother Nidal, is 

deeply concerned and has called 
on Bahraini authorities to inter-
vene and help resolve the situa-
tion. Al Maqaabi, who played for 
a Kuwaiti club between 2021 and 
2022, has shared his side of the 
story, pointing fingers at his club 
for the predicament he’s now in.

In an interview with Alayam, 
Al Maqaabi explained that the 
accommodation provided by the 
club was not up to standard, so 
he arranged for an alternative 
place to stay, believing the club 
would cover the cost. 

“At that time, the club had also 
agreed to cover the costs of the 
accommodation I booked,” he 
said. However, Al Maqaabi ad-

mitted, “I made the mistake of 
booking the accommodation in 
my name, instead of the club’s.” 
This oversight, combined with 
the club’s failure to pay, has 
now led to the current standoff. 
Adding to the complexity, Al 
Maqaabi revealed that anoth-

er Bahraini player, Mohammed 
Habib, is facing a similar issue 
with the same club. Despite his 
efforts to communicate and re-
solve the matter with the club, Al 
Maqaabi says he has received no 
response. He mentioned that the 
rented accommodation was only 

meant to cover the first four days 
after the issue arose, until the 
club eventually arranged tem-
porary housing for him.

Nidal Al Maqaabi has criti-
cized the club’s handling of the 
situation, highlighting that they 
had initially promised to pro-

vide suitable accommodation 
and cover all related expenses, 
which they failed to do through-
out Ahmed’s tenure. The fam-
ily’s plea for help reflects their 
frustration and urgency in seek-
ing a swift resolution to bring 
Ahmed back home.

Bahraini handball star faces an 
unexpected crisis in Kuwait—his 
brother’s urgent plea highlights 
a dramatic rent dispute with the 
club

From breakup 
to blaze
Man Jailed, fined for Setting Ex-
Girlfriend's Car on Fire
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A man has been sentenced 
to three years in prison for 

setting his ex-girlfriend’s car 
on fire, following a dramatic 
breakup. The High Criminal 
Court also ordered him to pay BD 
5,819 in damages to the woman.

The incident unfolded after 
the woman informed the man 
of her decision to end their 
two-year relationship and mar-
ry someone else. The news did 

not sit well with the man, who 
accused her of infidelity and de-
manded the return of BD 800 he 
had given her.

Despite an agreed repayment 
plan, tensions escalated. The 
man, driven by rage, threatened 
the woman and ultimately set 
her car ablaze. Security camera 
footage captured him pouring 
gasoline on the vehicle before 
igniting it. The court, after re-
viewing the evidence, found the 
man guilty of arson.
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