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the Islamic State (IS) group
this week, authorities said yesterday,
the latest mass detention targeting the
terror organisation. The country has been
hit by several major attacks claimed by IS,
including a 2017 nightclub shooting that
killed dozens of people. The fresh raids
took place across the country, including

in the capital Ankara and Turkey’s largest
city Istanbul, Interior Minister Ali Yerlikaya
posted on social media platform X. The arrest of 119 people this week follows
other mass detentions, including 99 announced in early August.
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In the United States, Vice Pres-
ident Kamala Harris pledged she

Israeli troops pulled back whose
from other West Bank towns late descri

the military and the Palestinian
health ministry said.

Japan scraps idea to woo
women out of city with cash

People wearing yukata taking pictures at Sensoji temple in Tokyo’s Asakusa
district

AFP | Tokyo

widely ridiculed Japanese

government idea to woo
Tokyo women into marrying
men in rural areas by offering
cash payouts and train tickets
to matchmaking events has
been scrapped, officials said
yesterday.

Bureaucrats had envisioned
payments of up to 600,000 yen
($4,140) for women who got
married and settled outside
of Tokyo as part of efforts to
reduce a yawning countryside
gender gap, local media re-
ported.

Hanako Jimi, minister of
state for regional revitalisa-
tion, said yesterday she had
instructed officials to “review”
the plan, and insisted that re-
ports about the size of pay-
ments were “not true”.

Media leaks about the
scheme this week drew scorn
on social media, where critics
saw it as typical in a country
where men dominate politics
and other areas, more than in
any other major industrialised
economy.

“Did they think independ-

ent, motivated and educated
women in the city would think,
‘What? If I marry a local man
and move to a countryside, I'll
get 600,000 yen! I'll do it!’? ...
Are they serious?” said one
user on X.

Another said: “Do they still
not get it? This is something
people who see women as val-
uable only if they give birth
would come up with.”

As they age, many rural are-
asin the world’s fourth-biggest
economy are facing a depopu-
lation crisis, with some small
towns having hardly any -- or
even zero -- children.

One cause is that more
young women than young men
leave the villages and small
towns they grew up in and
move to big cities, especially
Tokyo, for better opportuni-
ties in higher education and
work.

More than 40 percent of
Japanese municipalities are
at “risk of disappearing” due to
the expected drop in the num-
ber of women in their 20s and
30s, a study by a private-sec-
tor expert panel suggested in
April.

Shootings, roadblocks shake Mexican cartel stronghold

AFP | Mexico City

Gunfire, roadblocks and ar-
son on Thursday shook a
Mexican city home to one of the
country’s most powerful drug
cartels, authorities and local
media said.

Vehicles were set on fire in
Culiacan, capital of the north-
western state of Sinaloa -- the
bastion of jailed drug kingpin
Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman
and his sons.

Gunmen attacked a military
patrol on the outskirts of the

burned trucks blocking a highway
during heavy gunfights on the
outskirts of Culiacan, Sinaloa state
city, the Sinaloa state security
secretariat reported on social
media.

Roadblocks were later re-
ported in another district
where Ovidio Guzman, one of

El Chapo’s sons, was arrested
in January 2023 before being
extradited to the United States.

The unrest, as well as a string
of recent murders in Sinaloa,
follow the dramatic arrest on
US soil of a Sinaloa Cartel boss
in circumstances worthy of a
crime thriller.

Cartel co-founder Ismael “El
Mayo” Zambada claimed in a
statement released through his
lawyer that he had been kid-
napped in Mexico and deliv-
ered into US custody against
his will.

Typhoon Shanshan churns up Japan, up to six dead

AFP | Tokyo

yphoon Shanshan dumped

record rains yesterday as it
slowly churned up through Ja-
pan, triggering transport havoc
and widespread warnings of
landslides with up to six people
killed.

The typhoon, one of the
fiercest to hit Japan in decades,
has weakened and was fore-
cast to ease to tropical cyclone
strength by Monday, though
gusts were still reaching 126
kilometres (78 miles) per hour
early yesterday.

Even before making land-
fall on the island of Kyushu, a
landslide caused by the heavy
rains preceding it killed three
members of the same family
late Tuesday in Aichi prefec-
ture, around 1,000 kilometres
(600 miles) away.

Government spokesman
Yoshimasa Hayashi confirmed
four deaths but said that in one

A worker in Japan removes debris blown away by strong winds caused by
Typhoon Shanshan

case, “the relation to the ty-
phoon was being studied”. Two
more were feared dead and two
others were missing, Hayashi
said.

Eight people were seriously
hurt and 70 others had light
injuries, he said, with many
hurt by broken glass after the
typhoon smashed windows
and ripped tiles off roofs when

it slammed into Kyushu on
Thursday with gusts up to 252
kph.

Almost 200 buildings were
damaged.

Typhoons in the region have
been forming closer to coast-
lines, intensifying more rapidly
and lasting longer over land due
to climate change, according to
a study released in July.

Pacific bloc rebuffs
call to cut ties with
Taiwan

Prime Minister of Tonga (C, front row)
Hu’akavameiliku poses for a group picture
with Pacific Island Forum (PIF) Leaders

AFP | Nuku’alofa

Pacific leaders yesterday re-
jected a Beijing-backed call to
break ties with Taiwan, saying a
regional bloc would continue a
decades-old policy of engagement.

Members of the Pacific Islands
Forum gathering in Tonga for
an annual summit batted aside a
push by one of China’s allies to stop
treating Taiwan as a development
partner.

In a final communique the bloc
leaders “reaffirmed” a 1992 agree-
ment that allowed talks with Tai-
pei.

Beijing has aggressively sought
to exclude Taiwan -- a self-govern-
ing island of more than 23 million
people -- from international fora
and rejects its claims to autonomy.

Solomon Islands, China’s main
partner in the South Pacific, had
lobbied for Taiwan to be stripped
of partner status with the Pacific
Islands Forum.

The move had angered some of
Taiwan’s allies.

The Pacific Islands Forum is split
between countries that have dip-
lomatic relations with Beijing and
others like the Marshall Islands,
Palau and Tuvalu which are allies
of Taipei.



