
Japan scraps idea to woo 
women out of city with cash

AFP | Tokyo

A widely ridiculed Japanese 
government idea to woo 

Tokyo women into marrying 
men in rural areas by offering 
cash payouts and train tickets 
to matchmaking events has 
been scrapped, officials said 
yesterday.

Bureaucrats had envisioned 
payments of up to 600,000 yen 
($4,140) for women who got 
married and settled outside 
of Tokyo as part of efforts to 
reduce a yawning countryside 
gender gap, local media re-
ported.

Hanako Jimi, minister of 
state for regional revitalisa-
tion, said yesterday she had 
instructed officials to “review” 
the plan, and insisted that re-
ports about the size of pay-
ments were “not true”.

Media leaks about the 
scheme this week drew scorn 
on social media, where critics 
saw it as typical in a country 
where men dominate politics 
and other areas, more than in 
any other major industrialised 
economy.

“Did they think independ-

ent, motivated and educated 
women in the city would think, 
‘What? If I marry a local man 
and move to a countryside, I’ll 
get 600,000 yen! I’ll do it!’? ... 
Are they serious?” said one 
user on X.

Another said: “Do they still 
not get it? This is something 
people who see women as val-
uable only if they give birth 
would come up with.”

As they age, many rural are-
as in the world’s fourth-biggest 
economy are facing a depopu-
lation crisis, with some small 
towns having hardly any -- or 
even zero -- children.

One cause is that more 
young women than young men 
leave the villages and small 
towns they grew up in and 
move to big cities, especially 
Tokyo, for better opportuni-
ties in higher education and  
work.

More than 40 percent of 
Japanese municipalities are 
at “risk of disappearing” due to 
the expected drop in the num-
ber of women in their 20s and 
30s, a study by a private-sec-
tor expert panel suggested in 
April.

A GREAT DEAL OF INTELLIGENCE 
CAN BE INVESTED IN IGNORANCE 
WHEN THE NEED FOR ILLUSION IS 
DEEP
SAUL BELLOW

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

SATURDAY, AUGUST 31, 2024

TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY

TOP 

4
TWEETS

04

03

01

For the first time in 5 
years, the number of 

overdose deaths in the 
United States has started 
to decline. But even one 
death is one too many, and 
far too many Americans 
continue to lose loved 
ones to the scourge of il-
licit fentanyl.

@POTUS

25 years since the peo-
ple of Timor-Leste 

overwhelmingly chose 
independence, we cannot 
forget the courage and 
sacrifice of the Timorese 
resistance. I was moved 
and honoured to meet a 
few of the brave wom-
en veterans who risked 
everything to see inde-
pendence realized.

@antonioguterres

More than one in 
three women in our 

nation live in a state with 
an abortion ban. This is 
a health care crisis. We 
will never stop fighting 
to protect reproductive 
freedom.

@VP

Many remote schools 
and hospitals de-

pend on SpaceX’s Star-
link! SpaceX will provide 
Internet service to users 
in Brazil for free until this 
matter is resolved, as we 
cannot receive payment, 
but don’t want to cut an-
yone off.

@elonmusk

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

02

News in brief 
 u Turkey arrested over 
100 suspected members of 
the Islamic State (IS) group 

this week, authorities said yesterday, 
the latest mass detention targeting the 
terror organisation. The country has been 
hit by several major attacks claimed by IS, 
including a 2017 nightclub shooting that 
killed dozens of people. The fresh raids 
took place across the country, including 
in the capital Ankara and Turkey’s largest 
city Istanbul, Interior Minister Ali Yerlikaya 

posted on social media platform X. The arrest of 119 people this week follows 
other mass detentions, including 99 announced in early August.

 u The king of New Zealand’s 
Indigenous Maori people died 
yesterday while recovering from heart 
surgery at age 69, with aides saying he 
had “passed to the great beyond”. King 
Tuheitia passed away peacefully surrounded 
by family, a spokesperson said, just days 
after celebrating the 18th anniversary of 
his coronation. He had been in hospital 
recovering from heart surgery. “The death 
of Kiingi Tuheitia is a moment of great 
sadness,” the spokesperson added in a 
statement. “A chief who has passed to the great beyond. Rest in love.”

 u A car plowed into a caravan 
of US-bound migrants traveling 
along a highway in southern Mexico 

on Thursday, killing three people 
including a girl, authorities said. 
Seventeen more people were injured in 
the incident in Oaxaca state, the National 
Migration Institute said in a statement. 
A man and a girl from Nicaragua and a 
woman from Ecuador were killed, it said. 
Local media reported the driver had lost 
control of the vehicle.

Turkey says over 100 
suspected IS members arrested

Car hits migrant caravan 
in Mexico, killing three

New Zealand’s Maori 
king dies, aged 69

People wearing yukata taking pictures at Sensoji temple in Tokyo’s Asakusa 
district

Israel air strike kills three Palestinians 
on third day of West Bank raid

Death toll rises to 19 as large-scale Israeli military operation enters third day

• UN aid official 
questions “basic 
humanity” amid 
Gaza crisis

• Harris pledges 
continued US weapons 
support for Israel

• WHO announces 
“humanitarian pauses” for 
Gaza vaccination drive

AFP | Jenin

Israel said it killed three Ha-
mas fighters in an air strike in 
the occupied West Bank yes-

terday, taking the death toll from 
a large-scale military operation 
now in its third day to at least 19.

A top UN aid official meanwhile 
questioned “what has become of 
our basic humanity”, as the war 
raged on in Gaza where human-
itarian operations struggled to 
respond.

In the United States, Vice Pres-
ident Kamala Harris pledged she 

will not change Washington’s 
policy of supplying weapons to 
Israel if elected to the top job in 
November. But she stressed it was 
time to “end this war” in Gaza.

Israel has described its raids on 
towns and refugee camps across 
the northern West Bank as “coun-
ter-terrorism” operations.

They have killed at least 19 
Palestinians since Wednesday, 
the military and the Palestinian 
health ministry said.

Palestinian armed groups Ha-
mas and Islamic Jihad have said 
at least 13 of those killed were 
their fighters.

The military said it killed three 
Hamas fighters in an air strike 
near the northern city of Jenin 
yesterday.

Witnesses told AFP the strike 
hit a car in the town of Zababdeh, 
southeast of the city.

Israeli troops pulled back 
from other West Bank towns late 

Thursday but fighting raged on 
around Jenin.

An AFP journalist reported loud 
explosions from the city’s refugee 
camp and thick plumes of smoke 
rising from the area.

Vaccination ‘pauses’ 
In Gaza, Israeli artillery pound-

ed western areas of Gaza City 
early yesterday, an AFP journalist 
said, while a medical source at the 
southern Nasser Hospital said an 
Israeli strike killed three people 
near the southern city of Khan 
Yunis.

The World Health Organiza-
tion said Israel had agreed to at 
least three days of “humanitarian 
pauses” in parts of Gaza, starting 
Sunday, to facilitate a vaccination 
drive after the territory recorded 
its first case of polio in a quarter 
of a century.

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu said the measures 
were “not a ceasefire” in the near-
ly 11-month war.

The Israeli assault on the West 
Bank has caused significant de-
struction, especially in Tulkarem, 
whose governor Mustafa Taqatqa 
described the raids as “unprece-

dented” and a “dangerous signal”.
The Palestinian Prisoners’ Club 

advocacy group said at least 45 
people had been detained in the 
West Bank since Wednesday. An 
Israeli military spokesman said 
“10 wanted individuals were ar-
rested”.

Britain yesterday said it was 
“deeply” concerned by the raids, 
urging Israel to “exercise re-

straint” and adhere to interna-
tional law.

France said the Israeli oper-
ations “worsen a climate of un-
precedented instability and vio-
lence”, while Spain denounced 
“an outbreak of violence which 
is clearly unacceptable”.

Violence has surged in the West 
Bank since Hamas’s unprecedent-
ed October 7 attack on Israel trig-
gered war in Gaza.

The United Nations said on 
Wednesday that at least 637 Pal-
estinians had been killed in the 
territory by Israeli troops or set-
tlers since the Gaza war began.

Nineteen Israelis, including 
soldiers, have been killed in Pal-
estinian attacks or during army 
operations over the same peri-
od, according to Israeli official 
figures.

Israeli shelling in the Jabalia 
refugee camp in northern Gaza 
killed two people yesterday, the 
civil defence agency in the Ha-
mas-ruled territory said.

The acting head of the UN hu-
manitarian office, Joyce Msuya, 
said “more than 88 percent of 
Gaza’s territory has come under 
an (Israeli) order to evacuate at 

Brazil judge, Musk standoff 
intensifies as Starlink assets frozen

AFP | Brasilia

A standoff between a Brazil-
ian Supreme Court judge 

and Elon Musk intensified as 
the billionaire’s Starlink com-
pany said its assets had been 
frozen in the country amid a 
feud over the fate of his social 
media platform X.

The episode began Wednes-
day when Brazilian Supreme 
Court Judge Alexandre de Mo-
raes threatened to suspend X, 
formerly known as Twitter, 
unless Musk named a new le-
gal representative for the com-
pany in Brazil within 24 hours.

Then on Thursday, Musk’s 
satellite internet operator 
Starlink said it had received 
an order from Moraes that 
“freezes Starlink’s finances 
and prevents Starlink from 
conducting financial transac-
tions” in the country.

Starlink, which operates in 
Brazil, particularly in the Am-
azon, alleged that the order “is 
based on an unfounded deter-

mination that Starlink should 
be responsible for the fines 
levied -- unconstitutionally 
-- against X.”

The company said on X that 
it intended “to address the 
matter legally.”

Moraes, who also presides 
over Brazil’s Superior Elector-
al Tribunal, has spearheaded a 
battle against disinformation 
in South America’s largest na-
tion, clashing with Musk along 
the way.

Several of the X accounts he 
ordered suspended belonged 
to supporters of Brazil’s for-
mer far-right president Jair 
Bolsonaro, who tried to dis-
credit the voting system in 
the 2022 election, which he  
lost.

Moraes’s Wednesday de-
cision escalated the months-
long feud.

Already in April, Moraes 
had ordered an investigation 
of Musk, accusing him of re-
activating some of the banned 
accounts.

Alexandre de Moraes Elon Musk

A Palestinian woman stands in the doorway of her house along a street from which 
Israeli bulldozers dug out the asphalt, in the the Nur Shams refugee camp

Venezuela hit by 
nationwide power 
outage

AFP | Caracas

A blackout left most of 
Venezuela without 

power yesterday in what 
authorities blamed on sab-
otage of the national elec-
trical grid -- the latest crisis 
to hit the oil-rich country 
after a disputed presidential 
election.

Venezuela experiences 
frequent blackouts, which 
President Nicolas Madu-
ro’s government routinely 
attributes to unproven con-
spiracies to overthrow him.

“We are reporting that 
at approximately 4:40 am 
(0840 GMT) today, yester-
day, August 30, an electrical 
sabotage took place in Ven-
ezuela ... which has affected 
almost the entire national 
territory,” Communications 
Minister Freddy Nanez told 
the state-run VTV channel.

“All 24 states are report-
ing total or partial loss of 
electricity supply,” he said.

The worst countrywide 
outage to strike Venezuela, 
in March 2019, lasted sev-
eral days.

People walk in front of closed 
shops in Caracas

Pacific bloc rebuffs 
call to cut ties with 
Taiwan

AFP | Nuku’alofa

Pacific leaders yesterday re-
jected a Beijing-backed call to 

break ties with Taiwan, saying a 
regional bloc would continue a 
decades-old policy of engagement.

Members of the Pacific Islands 
Forum gathering in Tonga for 
an annual summit batted aside a 
push by one of China’s allies to stop 
treating Taiwan as a development 
partner.

In a final communique the bloc 
leaders “reaffirmed” a 1992 agree-
ment that allowed talks with Tai-
pei.

Beijing has aggressively sought 
to exclude Taiwan -- a self-govern-
ing island of more than 23 million 
people -- from international fora 
and rejects its claims to autonomy.

Solomon Islands, China’s main 
partner in the South Pacific, had 
lobbied for Taiwan to be stripped 
of partner status with the Pacific 
Islands Forum.

The move had angered some of 
Taiwan’s allies.

The Pacific Islands Forum is split 
between countries that have dip-
lomatic relations with Beijing and 
others like the Marshall Islands, 
Palau and Tuvalu which are allies 
of Taipei.

Prime Minister of Tonga (C, front row) 
Hu’akavameiliku poses for a group picture 
with Pacific Island Forum (PIF) Leaders

House collapse 
in monsoon 
rains kills 12 in 
Pakistan

AFP | Islamabad

Twelve people died yes-
terday when a landslide 

triggered by heavy rains de-
stroyed their house in Pa-
kistan, rescue officials said, 
with more than 300 killed 
since the start of monsoon 
season.

The family, including 
three women and a child, 
were sleeping when their 
house collapsed in the 
remote area of Patrak, in 
the Upper Dir district of 
K hy b e r  Pa k h t u n k hwa  
province.

“The landslide in Patrak 
completely destroyed the 
house, killing all 12 indi-
viduals inside,” Bilal Faizi, 
a spokesman for the rescue 
service 1122, said.

Large parts of the country 
have been hit by heavy rains 
since Thursday night, with 
thunderstorms predicted 
throughout yesterday, Pa-
kistan’s meteorological de-
partment said.

Commuters wade through flood 
waters after heavy monsoon 
rains in Multan

The World Health 
Organization secured 
Israel’s agreement for 
at least three days of 

“humanitarian pauses” 
in parts of Gaza to 

facilitate a vaccination 
drive after the territory 
recorded its first polio 

case in 25 years

KNOW WHAT

1142 1854 1888 1997
Possible date for establishment of the 
Iroquois (Haudenosaunee) League 
[disputed date - other research 
places date between 1450 and 1660]

Major outbreak of cholera occurs in Soho, 
London; Physician John Snow goes on to 
call it “the most terrible outbreak of cholera 
which ever occurred in this kingdom.”

The body of Jack the Ripper’s 
first victim, Mary Ann Nichols, 
is found in Whitechapel in 
London’s East End

Diana, Princess 
of Wales, dies in a 
car crash in a road 
tunnel in Paris

C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R

US Army criticizes Trump staff over ‘push’ at cemetery visit
AFP | Washington

The US Army took aim at Don-
ald Trump’s staff over a visit 

by the Republican presidential 
candidate to the country’s most 
hallowed resting place for its 
war dead.

The incident has mush-
roomed into an uncharacteris-
tically public dispute between 
the military and a former US 
commander in chief,  with 
Trump lashing out and accusing 
President Joe Biden and Vice 
President Kamala Harris of hav-
ing “killed” American soldiers 
through “gross incompetence” 
in Afghanistan.

Trump went to Arlington 

National Cemetery just out-
side Washington with family 
members of some of the 13 ser-
vice members killed in a 2021 

bombing during the last hours 
of the US withdrawal from Af-
ghanistan.

His campaign posted photos 

from the visit, including one 
showing him giving a thumbs-
up gesture while standing with 
relatives at the grave of one of 
the US Marines killed.

The Army said an Arlington 
employee was “abruptly pushed 
aside” when she sought to en-
sure a law prohibiting political 
activity on cemetery grounds 
was followed.

“This incident was unfortu-
nate, and it is also unfortunate 
that the (Arlington Nation-
al Cemetery) employee and 
her professionalism has been 
unfairly attacked,” an Army 
spokesperson said in a state-
ment.

Harris says in first interview US ready to turn page on Trump
AFP | Washington

Kamala Harris declared 
that Americans are ready 

to turn the page on Donald 
Trump as she reached out to 
centrist voters in her first inter-
view since her dramatic entry 
into November’s presidential  
election.

The 59-year-old Democrat 
insisted on CNN that she would 
be tough on illegal immigration 
and support controversial oil 
and gas fracking -- while stick-
ing to her liberal background by 
pledging a fairer economy.

“I am the best person to do 
this job,” Harris said in a joint 
interview with her running 
mate Tim Walz while on the 
campaign trail in the swing state 
of Georgia.

The first female and Black and 

South Asian vice president de-
scribed Trump as “diminishing 
the character and the strength 
of who we are as Americans, 
really dividing our nation.”

“I think people are ready to 
turn the page on that,” she said. 
“People are ready for a new way 
forward.”

The Democrat also said that 

she would name a Republican 
to her cabinet if she wins, in 
another sign that she is reaching 
out to wavering middle-of-the-
road voters.

Trump branded the interview 
“BORING!!!” in a post on social 
media.

The Republican former presi-
dent called Harris the “greatest 
flip-flopper” as he addressed a 
rally in the swing state of Michi-
gan, before mocking her appear-
ance in the interview.

“She didn’t look like a leader 
to me,” he said later.

Harris rejected criticism that 
she has shifted positions on po-
litically sensitive issues includ-
ing fracking, which she once 
opposed but now supports, and 
illegal migration over the Mexi-
can border, where she has taken 
a harder line.

Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump during a visit to Arlington 
National Cemetery

US Vice President Kamala Harris waves as she walks to board Air Force Two 
prior to departure from Savannah Hilton Head Airport in Savannah, Georgia

Shootings, roadblocks shake Mexican cartel stronghold
AFP | Mexico City

Gunfire, roadblocks and ar-
son on Thursday shook a 

Mexican city home to one of the 
country’s most powerful drug 
cartels, authorities and local 
media said.

Vehicles were set on fire in 
Culiacan, capital of the north-
western state of Sinaloa -- the 
bastion of jailed drug kingpin 
Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman 
and his sons.

Gunmen attacked a military 
patrol on the outskirts of the 

city, the Sinaloa state security 
secretariat reported on social 
media.

Roadblocks were later re-
ported in another district 
where Ovidio Guzman, one of 

El Chapo’s sons, was arrested 
in January 2023 before being 
extradited to the United States.

The unrest, as well as a string 
of recent murders in Sinaloa, 
follow the dramatic arrest on 
US soil of a Sinaloa Cartel boss 
in circumstances worthy of a 
crime thriller.

Cartel co-founder Ismael “El 
Mayo” Zambada claimed in a 
statement released through his 
lawyer that he had been kid-
napped in Mexico and deliv-
ered into US custody against 
his will.

Typhoon Shanshan churns up Japan, up to six dead
AFP | Tokyo

Typhoon Shanshan dumped 
record rains yesterday as it 

slowly churned up through Ja-
pan, triggering transport havoc 
and widespread warnings of 
landslides with up to six people 
killed.

The typhoon, one of the 
fiercest to hit Japan in decades, 
has weakened and was fore-
cast to ease to tropical cyclone 
strength by Monday, though 
gusts were still reaching 126 
kilometres (78 miles) per hour 
early yesterday.

Even before making land-
fall on the island of Kyushu, a 
landslide caused by the heavy 
rains preceding it killed three 
members of the same family 
late Tuesday in Aichi prefec-
ture, around 1,000 kilometres 
(600 miles) away.

Government spokesman 
Yoshimasa Hayashi confirmed 
four deaths but said that in one 

case, “the relation to the ty-
phoon was being studied”. Two 
more were feared dead and two 
others were missing, Hayashi 
said.

Eight people were seriously 
hurt and 70 others had light 
injuries, he said, with many 
hurt by broken glass after the 
typhoon smashed windows 
and ripped tiles off roofs when 

it slammed into Kyushu on 
Thursday with gusts up to 252 
kph.

Almost 200 buildings were 
damaged.

Typhoons in the region have 
been forming closer to coast-
lines, intensifying more rapidly 
and lasting longer over land due 
to climate change, according to 
a study released in July.

burned trucks blocking a highway 
during heavy gunfights on the 
outskirts of Culiacan, Sinaloa state

A worker in Japan removes debris blown away by strong winds caused by 
Typhoon Shanshan


